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Dates to remember 
Monday-Friday, October 10-14 – Scholastic Book Fair, 
Small Gym (see volunteer information on page two) 

Thursday & Friday, October 13 & 14 and 20 & 21 – 
Parent-Teacher Conferences (details at right) 

Thursday, October 20 – School Picture Retakes 

Superintendent search concludes 
At their meeting on Tuesday, September 27, your board 

of directors unanimously voted to 
recommend Michelle Floering to be 
hired as Grand Traverse Academy’s 
new superintendent.  Mrs. Floering 
has been with GTA since 2002, 
starting as director of bands, has 
been Secondary principal since 2018, 

and served as interim superintendent since June.  Many 
thanks to the board for their thoughtful and thorough 
search process and to parents, students and staff 
members for the input that helped them to make this 
important decision.  Congratulations, Michelle! 

GTA voted “Simply the Best” 
We are thrilled that Grand Traverse Academy was voted 

Best School in the 
2022 Traverse 
City Record-
Eagle Simply the 
Best of Northern 
Michigan Readers 
Choice Awards!  
What's more, 
Jocelyn Bohrer 
and Maria Drost 
are Best Teacher 
Runners-Up! We 
thank our staff 
and leadership 

for all they do for our students, and our community for 
the continued support. 

It’s conference time 
Our first parent-teacher conferences of the school year 

are right around the corner!  
All parents are encouraged 
to meet with their 
children’s teachers to 
discuss their progress or 
any concerns you may 
have.  Reserve your spot at 

School Bookings online for Elementary or Secondary.  
For your convenience, you may also scan one of these 
QR codes: 

  Elementary    Secondary 

Parents without internet access may give us a call (995-
0665 for Elementary or 932-6038 for Secondary) and we 
will schedule conferences for you.  Conferences are 
planned as follows: 

Date Elementary Secondary 
Thursday, 

October 13 
4:20-8:00 pm 4:00-7:00 pm 

Friday, 
October 14 

12:20-3:00 pm 1:00-3:00 pm 

Thursday, 
October 20 

4:20-8:00 pm 4:00-7:00 pm 

Friday, 
October 21 

12:20-3:00 pm 1:00-3:00 pm 

Carpool assistance appreciated
Tom Tafelsky, a GTA dad, wants to express his thanks to 
all the parents who came forward to offer help in 
getting his son home from school a couple days a week.  
He was so grateful for all the calls he received and says 
it is a testament to the character of our GTA 
community. 

volume 23, issue 4     
September 10, 2021

September 30, 2022 

https://www.schoolbookings.net/code/s2r4q
https://www.schoolbookings.net/code/2xp3t
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GTA earns high marks from Niche 
Niche, a school ranking organization, has released their 

2023 K-12 School & District Rankings.  
We are pleased to report that Grand 
Traverse Academy received an 
overall grade of A-, using data from 
sources such as the Department of 
Education and the National Center for 
Education Statistics, as well as 

student and parent surveys.  Following are some 
additional rankings of note for our school, compared 
with other Grand Traverse County schools: 
  

Best Public Elementary School Teachers - #1 of 16 
Best Public Middle Schools - #1 of 6 

Best Public Middle Schools Teachers - #1 of 6 
Best Public High School Teachers - #1 of 5 
Best Charter Elementary Schools - #1 of 3 
Best Public Elementary Schools - #2 of 17 

Best Public High Schools - #2 of 5 
 
Spread the word to friends and family who may be 
looking for an alternative for their child’s education! 
 

Get ready for the Spelling Bee! 
Our annual Spelling Bee is months away, but it’s not too 

early for 
interested 
students to 
begin 
practicing.  The 
event is open 
to 5th-8th 

graders and group practice starts in November, with the 
Bee planned for late January.  Students may ask their 
Upper Elementary or junior high ELA teachers for access 
to Ms. Meyers’ Spelling Bee Google Classroom for the 
school word list at any time. 
 

Ski racing team information 
GTA high school students interested in alpine ski racing 
are invited to join students from St. Francis High School 
in the Great North Alpine co-op ski team.  A general 
information meeting at Mt. Holiday will take place in 
October, with the date to be announced soon.  In the 
meantime, students or their parents should contact 
Jenn Walter, one of the team coordinators, at 
bjwalter@charter.net or (231) 631-4887.  Be sure to 
include an email address and phone number so that 
they may add you to their mailing list.  Skiers are 

reminded to determine equipment needs now, as race 
equipment stock is low.  Watch for information 
regarding ski swaps and local ski equipment events in 
October and November. 
 

Book Fair volunteers needed 
The Scholastic Book Fair will be back during the week of 

October 10.  Volunteers are 
critical to the success of our book 
fair!  We are looking for parent 
volunteers to greet our students 
and parents in the mornings, help 
students shop at the fair during 
the day, and welcome parents 

and students during evening parent-teacher 
conferences.  Our book fairs earn rewards that go 
toward the purchase of books and other educational 
materials for our teachers and students.  PLEASE 
consider taking some time to volunteer.  Our students 
love when they see their parents helping out at school 
and it’s a great way to meet other GTA parents.   
 
Here’s how to volunteer, in three easy steps: 
 

1. Click this link to go to our invitation page on    
SignUp: https://signup.com/go/nKhZpaC 

2. Enter your email address.  (You will not need to 
register an account on SignUp) 

3. Sign up! Choose your spots; SignUp will send 
you an automated confirmation and reminders.  
Note:  SignUp does not share your email 
address with anyone.  If you prefer not to use 
your email address, please contact Mrs. 
Schuetze at schuetzej@mygta.us and she can 
sign you up manually.  

 
 Thank you for supporting our school! 
 

eWallet available for Book Fair purchases 
Parents may set up eWallet, a safe cash-free way for 
your child to shop the Fair through Friday, October 14.  
Simply visit the Book Fair home page and click on the 
eWallet “Get Started” button at the middle of the page.  
From there, sign in to the Scholastic registration or set 
up a new account.  All on-screen instructions should be 
followed to complete eWallet setup.  eWallet funds 
never expire and can be used to shop online with 
Scholastic or to fund an eWallet for a future Book Fair. 
Online shopping will begin on the opening day of the 
fair, October 10, and runs through October 23. 

https://www.niche.com/k12/grand-traverse-academy-traverse-city-mi/?mkt_tok=ODI5LU9DVS02MzMAAAGHHv2ESoWlTk21fA_JcUXVmUNVza1s7MLjErIRb-TGKD1XuZ9vIdygdkVn9V68b0vIz-lemTnxiiXLzS9HTgIyyXYN3ls2TFKBVBrJoQlwGg
mailto:bjwalter@charter.net
https://signup.com/go/nKhZpaC
mailto:schuetzej@mygta.us
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/grandtraverseacademy
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North Carpool reminders 
A note for those who use North Carpool (Hammond 
Road entrance):   
 

 Please use the carpool lanes to drop off 
students in the morning.  If you need extra time 
for drop-off, please park in a marked parking 
space to keep the driving lanes open for drivers 
and safe for those walking through the lot and 
into the school. 

 Please pull up (past the crosswalk) to the 
farthest open space in the carpool lane so that 
we can accommodate as many drop-offs at a 
time as possible.    

 If you are picking up high school students in the 
parking lot in the afternoon, please park in a 
marked space and watch for pedestrians.  
 

With everyone’s cooperation and understanding, we 
can continue to keep carpool quick, efficient and safe 
for all! 
 

Have a question?   
No question is too silly or trivial to ask!  Here’s where to 
go for a fast answer to general questions about all 
things GTA, like uniforms, school pictures, carpool 
procedures, school hours and more: 
 

Elementary Office:  (231) 995-0665 
Secondary Office:  (231) 932-6038 

info@mygta.us 
 

For answers to more specific questions, please refer to 
the list on our website.  We want to be sure that you 
know exactly where to go for accurate answers. 

 

Order a yearbook now and save! 
Orders are being taken now for the 2023 Secondary 
yearbook.  This full-color, hardcover edition is $45 
through October 30 and the price increases the longer 
you wait.  It’s $50 from October 31-January 27 and $55 
after January 28.  There are three easy ways to order: 
 

 Visit www.yearbookordercenter.com and use 
school number 12952 

 Call toll-free at (800) 255-6287 
 Complete the attached form, include a check 

payable to Grand Traverse Academy and mail or 
deliver it to the Secondary Office 

Find us on social media 
Grand Traverse Academy has both a public Facebook 
page and a private Facebook group for parents who are 
looking for school-related carpool assistance or wish to 
buy or sell gently used uniform pieces.  Please find and 
like our Grand Traverse Academy public page at  
https://www.facebook.com/mygta.us/.  The private 
page can be found at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541.  
To join, click “Join Group” at the top of the page.  Please 
provide the names and grades of your GTA children for 
identification purposes and review and agree to the 
group rules for approval. 
 

There’s an app for that!   
If you haven’t already downloaded the GTA app, get it 

free  at the Apple Store 
(https://apple.co/3bCRz87) or on Google 
Play (https://bit.ly/3h9NlX0).  You’ll find 
quick access to staff contact information, 
PowerSchool, our event calendar and 
more – plus, you’ll receive news and 
important notifications, right at your 
fingertips.   
 

Dad jokes from Don  
  
               What has four wheels and flies? 
 

                       A garbage truck! 

 

Easy ways to raise funds for GTA  
Box Tops for Education.  Box Tops for Education offers 

an easy way to support our 
school with the purchase of 
many grocery items:  The  Box 
Tops mobile app allows you 

to scan store receipts, find participating products and 
instantly add Box Tops to our earnings online.  
Download the app now to take advantage of this easy 
way to earn free money for GTA.   
 
Save your Oleson’s receipts, please!  Do you shop at 
Oleson’s Food Markets?  Did you 
know that your cash register 
receipts are worth money for our 
school?  With the Oleson’s 
Community Share Program, you earn “Community 

mailto:info@mygta.us
https://www.mygta.us/page/where-to-go-for-what
http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mygta.us/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
https://apple.co/3bCRz87
https://bit.ly/3h9NlX0
https://www.boxtops4education.com/
https://www.boxtops4education.com/
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Share Points” each time you shop (with the exception of 
alcohol purchases).  One point equals one cent, so if you 
spend $100 on groceries, you’ve earned $1 for GTA!  
These points add up quickly and resulted in over $1,000 
in earnings last year, even though the school year was 
cut short.  It’s easy to participate – simply save your 
receipts and place them in the collection box inside the 
Elementary entrance (to the right of the office door).  
 

Ongoing events 
Elementary Pizza Days – Every other Wednesday, as 
follows:  October 12 & 26, November 9, December 7, 
January 11 & 25, February 8 & 22, March 8 & 22, April 
12 & 26 and May 10 & 24 (order and pay by the 
preceding Monday using forms sent home on off weeks), 
$1.50 per slice of pepperoni or cheese 
 
Secondary Pizza Days – Every Thursday (order and pay 
by Tuesdays using forms provided in Advisory 
classrooms), $1.50 per slice of cheese or pepperoni 
 
Elementary Doughnut Sales – Every Friday in the 
Intention Room (at the entrance to the Elementary 
Wing), 7:50-8:05 am, $1 each for several varieties 
 
Secondary Doughnut Sales – Every Friday in 
Multipurpose Rooms 1 & 2, 7:40-8:00 am, $1 each for 
several varieties 
 
Secondary Beverage Sales – Monday-Thursday at Lunch 
in Bronze 1, $1.50 each for Snapple fruit drinks 
 
Fill the Pantry Jeans Days – Thursdays:  November 17, 
January 12, March 23, May 25 ($2 per person to wear 
jeans with a uniform top) 



YEARBOOK         

Preserve the Memories
2023 YEARBOOKS

ON SALE NOW
Grand Traverse Academy 

Middle School and High School

3 Easy ways to Order:
Online: www.yearbookordercenter.com  (school number 12952)
Call toll free:  1-800 255 6287 or
Fill out form below and attach a check payable:

to         Grand Traverse Academy         - bring it to the office

Student Name: ________________________
Contact Email:  ________________________
Phone: ______________________________
Advisory ______________
Grade: _____________ Date:_____________

 $45.00
 $50.00
 $55.00

Yearbook Price on or before 10/30      
Yearbook Price from 10/31 to 1/27/2023 
Yearbook Price after 1/28/2023      
Student name personalization       $5.00  Additional

Purchase now to secure your copy!
ORDER EARLY TO SAVE       $    5.00

- Early Bird Special  ends 10/30/22


