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Dates to remember 
Tuesday, August 23 – Incoming 7th Grade Ice Cream 
Social, 5:00-6:00 pm, GTA  
 
Tuesday, August 23 – Incoming 9th Grade Ice Cream 
Social, 6:00-7:00 pm, GTA 
 
Wednesday, August 31 – Preschool-Grade 12 Back-to-
School Open House, 1:00-7:00 pm 
 
Wednesday, August 31 – Introduction to Choice Theory 
(for parents), 5:00-6:00 pm, Intention Room 
 
  

 

 
Thank you, Family Council 
Grand Traverse Academy staff were treated to a year-
end appreciation lunch and a special gift by the GTA 
Family Council last week!  We extend a big “thanks” to 
them for all the support they have given to our school 
this year, with special thanks to Kristin Boogaard, who 
went above and beyond in heading up the group and 
their efforts.  Watch for information in the fall on how 
you can participate in Family Council.  It’s a great way to 
meet other GTA parents while you support our school. 
 
NJHS Induction held 
On Friday, June 3, 26 GTA 7th and 8th graders were 
inducted to the National Junior Honor Society.  This 
organization is centered on five pillars:  scholarship, 
leadership, service, citizenship, and character.  
Congratulations to Akyedzi Acheampong, Tirzah 
Canfield, Henry Clausen, Mollie Ettawageshik, Soren 
Gest, Rhys Hadfield, Maxwell Hobbs, Chloe Mell, 
Megan Mell, Perry Middaugh, Eden Mroczkowski, 
Michael Nottke, Stuart Nottke, Addison Patrzik, 
Emerson Slepicka, Evan Smith, Madison Smith, Gracie 
Sterzik, Lucy Vanwingerden, Zeeva Vanwingerden, 
Isabella Walden, Lily Wilcoxen, Eli Willoughby, Chase 
Worm, Travis Worm and Stella York. 

May Elementary Students of the Month 
chosen 
Congratulations to the following, who were selected as 
Students of the Month for their quality work. 
 
Ella Bowers, kindergarten, is the daughter of Michael 

and Tasha Bowers.  According to 
Mr. Terrill, “In kindergarten, we 
write Small Moments, non-fiction 
stories about students’ lives.  Ella 
consistently takes her time writing, 
checking grammar and sounding out 
words.  Her attention to detail with 
Small Moments, and all of her 

kindergarten work, is top notch!” 
 
Easton Kline, kindergarten, is the son of Jodi and Noble 

Kline.  Mr. Haberlein says, “From 
day one until the end of the year, 
Easton consistently produced work 
of the highest quality.  Even while 
his peers were trying to quickly 
finish, Easton had the self-control to 
take his time and complete his work 
the right way.  From tedious 

handwriting to creating complicated art projects, Easton 
always strived to do his best.  Way to go, Easton, you 
always set a great example for your friends!” 
 
Landon Eskeli, grade 3, is the son of David and Kara 

Eskeli.  According to Mrs. Drost, 
“Landon consistently produced 
quality work in my class this year.  
He takes his time, writes neatly and 
clearly, and makes sure he revises 
and edits everything he turns in.  
For a third grader, I am so 
impressed with how much pride he 

takes in his work. He loves to add color to illustrations, 
redo messy work and add details to make his 
assignments extra special. Whenever his work is hung 
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on our wall or in the hallway, it is an inspiration to 
others!” 
 
Kallan Bennecoff, grade 6, is the daughter of Joseph 

and Nichole Bennecoff.  Mr. Lazar 

says, “Kallan consistently produces her 
best work. She self-evaluates like no 
other student I have ever taught. When 
she writes, she looks for the best words 
to present her ideas.  When she meets 
with others to go over writing within a 
peer conference, she comes with areas 
to celebrate and an area of 

improvement.  She offers the most effective feedback she can 
to her classmates to help them make their writing better.  No 
matter what time of day it is, she is ready to give her best 
effort to create her best quality work.  I applaud her for her 
daily efforts and look forward to hearing about all of her 
successes in the future.  She is the definition of leadership! 
 

Cherry Festival float update 
Parents of our National Cherry Festival Prince and 

Princess have been busy constructing 
our float for the festival parades but 
could use some assistance with last-
minute details.  The theme this year 
is lighthouses and they have done an 
awesome job so far!  They are also 

looking for some additional 2021-22 first graders to ride 
on the float.  If interested, please contact Sara Smith at 
saralsmith@live.com or Victoria Cammarata at 
rice.victoria@gmail.com.  Your help will be appreciated!  
 

Fifth grade class holds engineering 
challenge 
Over a three-week period, fifth graders in Mr. Camden’s 

and Mr. Lazar’s 
classes were 
challenged to 
design rafts to 
support the 
greatest number 
of pennies.  The 
ISS Fisher held a 
total of 282 
pennies and the 

Mickey Donald carried an astounding 302 pennies, plus 
a nickel (they ran out of pennies)!  Students had a lot of 
fun earning about the design process used to solve real-
life problems.  Congratulations to all, whose rafts were 
all able to hold pennies while afloat!    

Upper Elementary enjoys STEM project   
GTA 4th-6th graders were challenged to design, test and 

race a car made of 
recycled materials or 
those they found at 
home and powered only 
by balloons.  Each class 
raced in their own heat 
and the winners from 
each heat faced off in 
the finals.  Trophies 
were earned by the car 

that traveled the farthest 
distance and for the best 
overall design.  Winners 
were Lily, Ember and 
Jessica from Mrs. 
Mroczkowski’s class for 
distance, and Henry, 
Isaac and Kalin from Mr. 
Alejandro’s class for 
design. 

 
Summer office hours announced 
Office staff will be at school on Wednesday and 

Thursday, June 15 and 16, during their 
usual business hours.  Beginning 
Tuesday, June 21, the Elementary 
office only will be open Tuesdays-
Thursdays, 8:00 am-3:00 pm; closed 

the week of July 4.  
 
Both the Elementary and Secondary offices will be fully 
staffed during usual business hours Mondays-
Thursdays, August 22-September 1.  School begins on 
Tuesday, September 6.  If you need to contact us, 
please call (231) 995-0665; if the office is closed, your 
call will be returned on the next day that the office is 
open.  Payments may be accepted and work permits 
will be available during summer office hours.  Payments 
may also be made online through the GTA website. 
 

Summer tutor available 
Mrs. Gorton, GTA Lower Elementary teacher, is 
available for tutoring students in all subjects this 
summer.  Sessions take place off-site, so please contact 
her at gortond@mygta.us to determine location and 
fees. 
 

mailto:saralsmith@live.com
mailto:rice.victoria@gmail.com
https://www.mygta.us/page/buy-online
mailto:gortond@mygta.us
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Join Mrs. Miller at the library! 
Mrs. Miller, a GTA Elementary reading interventionist, 
will be at the main library (Woodmere Avenue) every 
Wednesday from 4:00-5:00 pm throughout the 
summer, except July 6 & 13 and August 17.  She will 
help students look for books, play a few reading games 
do book hunts, and read aloud with anyone who stops 
by.  She will also teach children “how to tell if it’s a good 
fit” when choosing books.  Parents will need to stay 
with students during this time.  It will be a fun 
opportunity to get students in the library and reading 
together with friends.  If you have questions, you may 
reach her at millerp@mygta.us. 
 

Ice cream socials planned 
GTA students going into 7th and 9th grades should plan 
to attend an Ice Cream Social on Tuesday, August 23 in 
the Big Gym.  They’ll have a chance to meet their 
classmates and learn more about junior high and high 
school!  Times are as follows: 
 

7th Grade – 5:00-6:00 pm 
9th Grade – 6:00-7:00 pm 

 
Ninth graders can also turn in their Chromebook 
Expectations Agreement at this time.   
 

Save the date! 
We’ve been busy planning a wonderful 2022-23 school 

year and want to let you know 
about some important events 
taking place on Wednesday, 
August 31.  School uniforms 
are not required, as student 

photos will be taken in September:  
 

▪ Back-to-School Open House, 1:00-7:00 pm.  All 
families, whether current or new, should stop 
by at your convenience during these hours to 
meet teachers, pick up important paperwork 
and other information for the school year, get 
locker assignments and combinations, and 
much more!   

▪ Introduction to Choice Theory, 5:00-6:00 pm. 
Parents are encouraged to attend this 
informative session to learn about Choice 
Theory, a theory of personal responsibility 
which guides our personal interactions and 
helps to develop positive relationships at school 
and at home.       

▪ Used Uniform Sale. Surplus donated items from 
our uniform closets will be on sale for last 
minute purchases.  Watch for more information 
on time and location.     

 
Washington, DC trip planned 
Calling all current 6th grade GTA students:  Pack your 

bags!  Our 2023-24 8th 
grade class will travel 
to Washington, DC and 
the Civil War 
Battlefields in the 
spring of 2024.   We 
want as many eligible 
students as possible to 
take advantage of this 

wonderful educational opportunity and scholarships are 
available.  If your child is interested, please contact Mrs. 
VanHouzen at vanhouzenm@mygta.us at your earliest 
convenience. 
 

Save your Oleson’s receipts over the 
summer   

We hope you’ll keep saving your Oleson’s Food Market 
sales receipts for us this summer.  They earn cash for 
our school, which adds up quickly.  So designate an 
envelope or bag, save your receipts and bring them in 
once we’re back at school!  Thank you! 
 

Looking for carpool assistance for fall? 

Did you know that we have a private Facebook group 
for GTA parents interested in sharing carpool duties?  
The Grand Traverse Academy Carpool & Uniform 
Exchange group is administered by GTA staff.  If you’d 
like to join, know that it requires prospective members 
to answer a membership question and agree to adhere 
to group rules for acceptance.  The question is for 
identification and safety reasons and answering it saves 
time in the acceptance process.  We hope you’ll join us!  

 
Will your children return to GTA in the fall? 
Though current GTA students do not need to reapply to 
attend Grand Traverse Academy during subsequent 
school years, we do wish to know if your children will be 
returning in the fall as we plan for next year.  Parents of 
current students are asked to complete our Intent to 
Return Survey and submit it at your earliest 
convenience.  If you have a child who will be entering 
kindergarten in the fall, or will be transferring to GTA 

mailto:millerp@mygta.us
mailto:vanhouzenm@mygta.us
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7ZFb8-KIbyz8f5TUdLUV3tKtE6Tcm_O2KMef-uN6R73EeEg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7ZFb8-KIbyz8f5TUdLUV3tKtE6Tcm_O2KMef-uN6R73EeEg/viewform?usp=pp_url
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from another school, an enrollment application must be 
completed.   Questions may be directed to Amy 
Truesdell at truesdella@mygta.us or 932-6900. 
 

Spread the word! 
Additional enrollment information meetings planned.  

Space is still 
available for 
new 
students for 
the 2022-23 
school year 
and two 
additional 

enrollment information meetings are planned this 
summer for parents of prospective students:  
Wednesday, August 3 and Tuesday, August 16 at 6:00 pm.  

Meetings will take place in Aqua 5 and will include a 
brief introduction, time for Q & A and a tour of our 
facilities.  If you have friends or neighbors who may be 
interested in learning more about GTA for their 
children, please have them contact Amy Truesdell at 
truesdella@mygta.us or (231) 932-6900 to register. 
 

A reminder about uniform purchases 
Please keep in mind that GTA has two uniform vendors 

to choose 
from for all 
uniform 
pieces, 
including 
pants, skirts 
and jumpers:  
EmbroidMe, a 

local store with an online ordering option, and French 
Toast Schoolbox, an online store.  Visit the Uniforms 
page on the GTA website for guidelines by grade level 
and contact information for both vendors.  If you have 
gently used uniform pieces you would like to sell or you 
are interested in buying used pieces for your children, 
GTA also has a private Carpool & Uniform Exchange 
Facebook group.  Important note:  If you choose to 
donate instead of sell your children’s outgrown 
embroidered uniform pieces, please do not give them 
to a thrift store, for safety and security reasons.  (We 
want to do our best to ensure that only GTA students 
and staff are wearing our uniforms).  Instead, we ask 
that you donate them to our school uniform closets, 
where they will be kept for lending purposes when 
necessary.  Surplus closet items are sold at the Back-to-

School Open House and during Parent-Teacher 
Conferences. 
 

Important immunization information for 
incoming kindergarteners and 7th graders 
Please keep in mind that certain immunizations are 
required for entry into school, while the meningococcal 
conjugate vaccine and a DTaP booster are given at ages 
11-12.  Check with your health care provider to be sure 
that immunizations are up to date.  If you have opted 
against any of the required vaccines, please contact the 
health department to receive a current, certified State 
of Michigan waiver form, or your health care provider 
for a medical contraindication form.  A copy of the 
appropriate form or current immunization record 
should be provided to us by the end of July.   
 

GTA board opportunity  
If you have an interest in helping our school to achieve 
our mission, have 2-5 hours per month to devote to 
guiding our school, are a team player and will serve as a 
community ambassador for GTA, you might be a great 
candidate for our board of directors.  The board is 
currently accepting applications for a member to 
replace one whose term is expiring.  The term will begin 
at the start of the 2022-23 school year.  For more 
information or to apply, please contact the board’s 
Education and Recruitment Committee at 
EdRec@mygta.us.  
 

Record-Eagle’s “Simply the Best 2022” 
contest continues 
Grand Traverse Academy and several of our staff 
members have received nominations for the Traverse 
City Record-Eagle’s “Simply the Best 2022,” which 
highlights northern Michigan’s businesses, 
organizations and nonprofits.  The top nominees in each 
subcategory are published on a ballot in the Record-
Eagle and on this page.  Votes may be submitted once 
daily through August 5.   

    
 
 

  Dad jokes from Don  

 
      

     How do trees get on the internet? 
 
     They log on. 

https://www.mygta.us/page/enrollment-application
mailto:truesdella@mygta.us
mailto:truesdella@mygta.us
http://topshelfpromos.squarespace.com/
https://www.frenchtoast.com/schoolbox/schools/Grand-Traverse-Academy-QS47EN6
https://www.frenchtoast.com/schoolbox/schools/Grand-Traverse-Academy-QS47EN6
https://www.mygta.us/page/uniforms
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
mailto:EdRec@mygta.us
https://www.record-eagle.com/simplythebest/#//


2022-23 District Calendar

August 31 Open House  (Preschool - Grade 12) 1:00-7:00 pm
September 1 Teacher Professional Development
September 5 No School - Labor Day
September 6 School Starts Grades K – 12
September 14 Picture Day K-12

October 20 Picture Retakes K-12
November 4 End of First Quarter
November 23-25 No School - Thanksgiving Break
December 19-30 No School - Holiday Break

January 2 No School - Holiday Break
January 3 School Resumes
January 3 Open Enrollment Period Begins
January 13 End of Second Quarter
January 18 Half Day - Secondary Students Only
January 18 Junior High Mini Schedule (6th graders)
January 19 Half Day for Students K-12
January 20 No School for Students - End of First Semester
February 20 No School - Winter Break

March 9 Open Enrollment Period Ends
March 10 Enrollment Lottery Drawing 
March 24 End of Third Quarter
March 27-31 No School - Spring Break
April 3 School Resumes
April 7 No School - Holiday Break
May 29 No School  - Memorial Day
June 9 End of Fourth Quarter
June 13 Half Day - Secondary Students Only
June 14 Last (Half) Day for All Students K-12
June 15-21 Snow Day Make Up Days

180 Days
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