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Dates to remember 
Monday & Tuesday, June 13 & 14 – Secondary Final 
Exams (see attached schedule) 
 
Monday, June 13 – Half Day for Secondary Students 
 
Tuesday, June 14 – Last (Half) Day for All Students  
 

                       Happy summer, students! 
 

A note from the superintendent 
The 2021-22 school year is coming to a close and we 
look back with much to be proud of.  Highlights include 
a full return to in-person athletic, musical, arts and 
fundraising activities, which brought our parents back 
to school.  We truly appreciate your support – and 
especially the financial support that resulted in record-
breaking fundraising results, such as the book fair, Band 
Jam and Read-a-Thon.  Capping off a successful year 
was another fantastic celebration of GTA graduates on 
Friday, followed by a most impressive performance by 
our track & field athletes who participated in the state 
finals on Saturday (see details of both events, below). 
 
As we communicated earlier, I will be stepping down as 
your superintendent and passing the baton to current 
Secondary Principal Michelle Floering as interim 
superintendent, effective June 15.  Michelle has been a 
dedicated member of the Grand Traverse Academy 
family since its inception in 2000 as a parent, music 
teacher and principal.  I am confident that she will 
continue to keep the GTA mission and vision alive and 
take our school to the next level as it continues to grow 
and succeed. 
 
We thank you for sharing your children with us, and 
wish you and your families a wonderful summer! 
 
Peace, 
 
 
Jim       

Congratulations to the Class of 2022 
Parents and family members who attended our 16th 

commencement last Friday will agree that it was both a 
heartfelt and moving ceremony.  If you’d like to share it 
with someone who was unable to attend, the live 
stream video of the event is available here.   
 
We are so proud of our graduates and their 
accomplishments, especially considering the unique 
challenges they have faced for a good part of their high 
school years.  Our students have adapted to change and 
shown their GTA character in everything they have 
accomplished.  In addition to the many outside 
scholarships granted, several students were presented 
with the following local scholarships and awards:  NMC 
Presidential Scholarship:  Zachary Dunson, Kirk 
Weathers; Gene’s Auto Parts Scholarship:  Austin 
Rubin, Hunter Laven, Bo Eyre and Katelynn Dix; North 
Ed Career Tech Scholarships:  Thomas Brinks, Bo Eyre,  
Kirk Weathers; Horseshoe Award:  Madison Brown, 
Claudia Burley, Katelynn Dix, Ryan Foley, Michaila 
Kinney, Hunter Laven, Austin Rubin, Morgan Smith; 
Senior Scholar Athlete of the Year:  Katelynn Dix, 
Hunter Laven; Workhorse Award:  Danea Klooster; 
Leader for Life:  Kiley Long; Social Studies:  Zachary 
Holcomb; Math:  Parker Fishel;  Science:  Katelynn Dix; 
English Language Arts:  Samara Priest; Fine Arts:  
Michaila-Ann Kinney; Technology:  Madison Brown; 
Honor Cords:  Adrian Bembeneck, Jadon Hadfield, 
Zachary Holcomb, Edward McCauley, Austin Rubin; 
Honor Cords/4th Year Academic Pins:  Thomas Brinks, 
Ruby Edgren, Michaila-Ann Kinney, Danea Klooster, 
Finnegan Piché, Timothy Vang; Honor Court/Honor 
Cords/4th Year Academic Pins: Madison Brown 
(Salutatorian), Katelynn Dix, Zachary Dunson, Bo Eyre 
(Valedictorian), Parker Fishel, Hunter Laven, Kiley Long, 
Dawson Mesko, David Reiss, Kirk Weathers.  
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Each year, our graduating seniors make a legacy gift 
with unspent funds raised through class businesses 
during their high school years.  This year, the remaining 
balance was higher than usual because continued 
COVID concerns kept them from taking a class trip.  To 
honor their elementary years at GTA, elementary 
teachers were presented with gift baskets of classroom 
supplies on their wish lists.  Remaining monies will go 
toward the purchase of a second scoreboard in the Big 
Gym.  Thank you, and congratulations to one and all!   
 

Mustang roundup 
Varsity Track & Field.   
GTA senior Katelynn Dix made school history last 

Saturday as the first 
Mustang to earn All-State 
honors in three events at 
the State Track & Field 
Finals. She finished 3rd in 
the long jump, 4th in the 
100m hurdles and 5th in 

the 300m hurdles. 
Junior Petra Foote 
placed 17th overall in 
the 800m run, finishing 
the season as the 
school record holder, 
with a time of 2:27.25. 
Congratulations to 
these two remarkable 
young athletes!  We look forward to following their 
successes next year during Petra’s senior year as a GTA 
Mustang and Katelynn’s freshman year as a 
Cornerstone University Golden Eagle. 
 

Will your children return to GTA in the fall? 
Though current GTA students do not need to reapply to 
attend Grand Traverse Academy during subsequent 
school years, we do wish to know if your children will be 
returning in the fall as we plan for next year.  Parents of 
current students are asked to complete our Intent to 
Return Survey and submit it at your earliest 
convenience.  If you have a child who will be entering 
kindergarten in the fall, or will be transferring to GTA 
from another school, an enrollment application must be 
completed.   Questions may be directed to Amy 
Truesdell at truesdella@mygta.us or 932-6900. 
 

May Students of the Month selected 
Congratulations to the following, who were chosen as 
Secondary Students of the Month for their 
demonstration of the character trait of Professional 
Work Habits:  
 

Addison Patrzik, grade 7, is the 
daughter of Stephanie and Aaron 
Patrzik.  She is a member of the NJHS 
and participated on the cross 
country, basketball and track & field 
teams this year.  She also 
volunteered at Elementary track 

meets by helping out with timing.  Addison loves to 
write, read, run, swim, water ski, hunt, fish, golf and 
hang out with her friends.  Her goals include remaining 
the fastest runner on the cross country team, running 
the mile in five minutes flat in high school, qualifying for 
the cross country state finals, earning straight A’s 
throughout high school and getting into a good college. 
 
Addison is a role model for her peers in Advisory! She is prepared and 
organized for tasks, manages her time well, and is available to help with 
others' organization when needed.  Kind, caring, and motivated, Addison 
embodies the character traits at GTA.  It is a pleasure to have her in class! 
 – Mrs. Callahan 
 

Eli Thompson, grade 8, is the son of 
Lori Thompson and James Thompson.  
He enjoys basketball, skiing and 
tennis and hopes to get a job this 
summer.  Eli wants to become a 
professional skier, attend college and 
get a good job as an engineer. 

 
Eli is organized, prepared and focused on quality work.  He has not had a 
single late assignment in my class this year!  I know I can depend on Eli to 
approach his assignments with enthusiasm and vigor.  I am going to miss his 
dedication in my classroom, but I am confident that he will achieve great 
success in high school.  Amazing job, Eli! – Ms. Myers 

 
Peter Mimnaugh, grade 10, is the son 
of Pete and Holly Mimnaugh.  He is a 
Trail Life scout and plans to continue 
committing time to the organization’s 
service projects.  He hopes to get a 
summer job at Torch River Marine 
that will allow him enough free time 

to continue his hobby of model building/painting.  
Peter’s future plans include graduating from high school 
with a 4.0 GPA.  His current career interests are 
architecture, architectural engineering or history 
teacher. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7ZFb8-KIbyz8f5TUdLUV3tKtE6Tcm_O2KMef-uN6R73EeEg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7ZFb8-KIbyz8f5TUdLUV3tKtE6Tcm_O2KMef-uN6R73EeEg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://www.mygta.us/page/enrollment-application
mailto:truesdella@mygta.us
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Not only do I see outstanding work ethic every day in class, but Peter is 
incredibly kind, caring and respectful.  He asks me on a weekly basis, “How 
are you doing?” or “How was your weekend”?  The difference when he asks is 
that he wants a real genuine response back.  That is his outstanding 
character shining through. – Mr. York 
 

Cassidy Worm, grade 10, is the 
daughter of Ginger and Rick Worm.  
She was a member of GTA’s very first 
Drama Club this year and enjoyed it 
so much that she hopes to be 
involved again – especially since next 
year’s performance is “Clue”!  Cassidy 

plays clarinet in the Symphonic Band and looks forward 
to playing some good music next year, as well as joining 
the Jazz Band.  She also plans to go to more school 
dances and is excited to be studying Early Education in 
the fall at Career Tech. 
 
Cassidy has done an awesome job this year.  She comes into class and gets 
right to work.  She'll ask questions when she needs to and stays on task until 
she has completed it.  When she doesn't have things to do, she independently 
gets out her book and starts to read.  She is very respectful, turns in her work 
in a timely manner and doesn't let her classmates distract her from 
completing what is expected of her or engage in distracting behavior in the 
classroom. – Mrs. Lipson     

 

Limited number of Elementary yearbooks 
available 
Elementary yearbooks were distributed today to 
students whose parents ordered one with school 
pictures.  Families who would like an Elementary 
yearbook and did not order one in advance may call 
Timeless Image, our school photographer.  They have a 
limited number available for purchase on a first-come, 
first-served basis and can be reached M-F between 9:00 
am and 4:00 pm at (231) 929-1010.   
 

Washington, DC trip planned 
Calling all current 6th grade GTA students:  Pack your 

bags!  Our 2023-24 8th 
grade class will travel 
to Washington, DC and 
the Civil War 
Battlefields in the 
spring of 2024.   We 
want as many eligible 
students as possible to 
take advantage of this 
wonderful educational 

opportunity and scholarships are available.  If your child 
is interested, please contact Mrs. VanHouzen at 
vanhouzenm@mygta.us at your earliest convenience. 

A message from Family Council 
A great big THANK YOU from the GTA Family Council! 

We accomplished many things and each and every 
parent who participated should feel great about what 
we were able to give back to the school through our 

efforts this year.  Stay tuned for information on how to 
get involved during the 2022-23 school year! 

 

Cherry Festival float update 
Parents of our National Cherry Festival Prince and 

Princess have been busy constructing 
our float for the festival parades but 
could use some assistance with last-
minute details.  They are also looking 
for some additional current first 
graders to ride on the float.  If 

interested, please contact Sara Smith at 
saralsmith@live.com or Victoria Cammarata at 
rice.victoria@gmail.com.  Your help will be appreciated!  
 

GTA board opportunity  
If you have an interest in helping our school to achieve 
our mission, have 2-5 hours per month to devote to 
guiding our school, are a team player and will serve as a 
community ambassador for GTA, you might be a great 
candidate for our board of directors.  The board is 
currently accepting applications for a member to 
replace one whose term is expiring.  The term will begin 
at the start of the 2022-23 school year.  For more 
information or to apply, please contact the board’s 
Education and Recruitment Committee at 
EdRec@mygta.us.  
 

NHS holds induction ceremony 
Sixteen high school students were inducted into the 

National Honor Society on Tuesday (some are new and 
some are current members who were unable to 
participate in a formal ceremony last year due to COVID 
restrictions).  Membership is based on completed of the 
application process and display of the four qualities of 

mailto:vanhouzenm@mygta.us
mailto:saralsmith@live.com
mailto:rice.victoria@gmail.com
mailto:EdRec@mygta.us
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NHS:  scholarship, service, character and leadership.  
Congratulations to Bethany 
Beaver, Sadie Brown-
Bannon, Arabella Dent, 
Michael Dickinson, Elly 
Froehlich, Lillian Hassler, 
Neilah Koumliene, 
Samantha Larson, Analese 
Lau, Peter Mimnaugh, 
Jonah Novak, Kaitlynn 
Payne, Lilly Sarya, 
Savannah Smith, Nathaniel 
Vang, Cassidy Weber.  

Congratulations also to the 2022-23 officers, who were 
installed that evening:  Elly Froehlich-President, 
Elizabeth Kornexl-Vice President, Petra Foote-Secretary 
and Julia Jones-Treasurer.    
 

Back-to-school information next week! 
School isn’t even out for the summer but we’ve  

been busy planning for a fantastic 2022-23 school year!  
Be sure to watch your email box next week for one last 
newsletter of the year, when we’ll share information 

about summer office hours, teachers available for 
tutoring, our Back-to-School Open House, 6th to 7th and 

8th to 9th grade Ice Cream Socials, the school year 
calendar and more.  

 

A reminder about uniform purchases 
As you begin to think about your children’s school 

uniforms for 
the 2022-23 
school year, 
keep in 
mind that 
GTA has two 
uniform 
vendors to 

choose from for all uniform pieces, including pants, 
skirts and jumpers:  EmbroidMe, a local store with an 
online ordering option, and French Toast Schoolbox, an 
online store.  Visit the Uniforms page on the GTA 
website for guidelines by grade level and contact 
information for both vendors.  If you have gently used 
uniform pieces you would like to sell or you are 
interested in buying used pieces for your children, GTA 
also has a private Carpool & Uniform Exchange 
Facebook group.  In addition, used uniform sales take 
place during the school year, usually during parent-
teacher conferences.  

Youth basketball camp planned 
St. Mary School of Lake Leelanau will be hosting Youth 
Basketball Camps for boys and girls in 3rd-8th grades with 
St. Mary coaches on July 18-21 at the St. Mary gym.  See 
the attached flier for details and registration 
information. 
 

TADL announces Summer Library 
Challenge   
The Traverse Area District Library has announced their 
Summer Library Challenge, with free programs, events 
and prizes for youth of all ages.  GTA students are 
invited to attend the East Bay Branch Kickoff Party on 
Tuesday, June 21.  Library Challenge sign-up can be 
done online at www.tadl.org/summerreading or at any 
branch.  See the attached fliers for more information.         

 
Record-Eagle’s “Simply the Best 2022” 
contest continues 
Grand Traverse Academy and several of our staff 
members have received nominations for the Traverse 
City Record-Eagle’s “Simply the Best 2022,” which 
highlights northern Michigan’s businesses, 
organizations and nonprofits.  Voting began on May 23, 
with the top nominees in each subcategory published 
on a ballot in the Record-Eagle and on this page.  Be 
sure to watch for it!  Votes may be submitted once daily 
through August 5. 
   
    
 
 

  Dad jokes from Don  

 
I found out recently that I’m 
color blind.   
 
What a surprise – it came  
totally out of the purple! 
 

 
 
 

http://topshelfpromos.squarespace.com/
https://www.frenchtoast.com/schoolbox/schools/Grand-Traverse-Academy-QS47EN6
https://www.mygta.us/page/uniforms
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
http://www.tadl.org/summerreading
https://www.record-eagle.com/simplythebest/#//


 
GTA Secondary School Exams 

June 9, 10, 13 and 14, 2022 
 

Second Semester Exams 

 
Thursday, June 9: Exam Review/Some Exams Begin 
(Most classes will review; some will begin their exam. Teachers have communicated the schedule 
with students.) 
 
Friday, June 10: Exam Review/Some Exams Begin 
 
 
Monday, June 13:  Half Day of Exams 
 
High School       Junior High       
8:05-9:00  1st Hour   8:05-9:05  1st Hour    
9:05-10:00  2nd Hour   9:10-10:10  2nd Hour    
10:05-11:00  3rd Hour   10:15-11:15  3rd Hour    
11:05-12:05  4th Hour   11:20-12:10  Advisory/Exam Make-up 

 
 
Tuesday, June 14: Half Day of Exams  
 
High School       Junior High       
8:05-9:00  7th Hour   8:05-9:05  7th Hour    
9:05-10:00  8th Hour   9:10-10:10  8th Hour    
10:05-11:00  9th Hour   10:15-11:15  9th Hour    
11:05-12:05  Advisory/Exam Make-up 11:20-12:10  Advisory/Exam Make-up 
           
 
Wednesday, June 15: Happy Summer Break!! See you on September 6! 
 

 



7TH-8TH GRADE
SHOOTING CAMP

YOUTH

CAMP
BASKETBALL

3RD -6TH GRADE
SKILLS CAMP 
Boys & Girls
9.00 AM - 11.00 AM

Boys & Girls
12.00 PM - 2.00 PM

$50

Registration Now:
athletics@StMarysLL.org

Checks payable to St. Mary School 
303 St. Mary St., PO Box 340
Lake Leelanau, MI 49653

$60

18-21
July

St. Mary
School Gym

Take your basketball skills to
the next level with our
outstanding St. Mary Coaches!

Matt Barnowski, Varsity Boys Basketball Coach

& Division 4 Regional Coach of the Year in 2022

Clint Couturier, Varsity Girls Basketball Coach &

former State Champion Coach

Sander Scott, Middle School Boys Basketball

Coach, former Class D State champion player,

Leelanau County all-time leading career scorer

2,358 (1986-89).

Meet the St. Mary Coaches:

231.256.9636
More Info:

mailto:athletics@stmarysll.org


 
STEAM Time 2 - 4 PM

tadl.org/summerreading

Summer Library Challenge 2022!Summer Library Challenge 2022!

READREAD
MAKEMAKE

DODO

East Bay Branch Kickoff Party - June 21

weekly schedule 6/21 - 7/29
      Summer Reading Clubhouse with snacks,

games and giveaways!   11 - 1 PM

Sing & Stomp with
 Mr. Matt @ 11 AM

tuesday
wednesday

thursday      Summer Reading Clubhouse with snacks,
games and giveaways!   11 - 1 PM

friday
 online or at 

your library!
SIGN UP

district wide finale parties
in hull park on august 1st

Check our online Calendar for other special events at East
Bay and all other TADL locations @ tadl.org/events

Free programs, events & prizes for all ages!

@ East Bay Branch Library@ East Bay Branch Library




