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Dates to remember 
Friday, June 3 – Commencement Ceremony, 6:00-8:00 
pm, Big Gym 

Tuesday, June 7 – National Honor Society Induction, 
6:00 pm, Multipurpose Rooms 3 & 4 

Thursday, June 9-Tuesday, June 14 – Secondary Final 
Exam Review/Exams (see attached schedule) 

Friday, June 10 – GEMS Classes “Shakespeare in the 
Park” Performance, 10:00 am, Courtyard 

Monday, June 13 – Half Day for Secondary Students 

Tuesday, June 14 – Last (Half) Day for All Students

Seniors one step closer to graduation 
Grand Traverse Academy’s seniors attended their 

Awards 
Ceremony on 
Thursday, 
followed by 
the traditional 
walk through 
the school 
corridors one 

last time, to 
the cheers and 
high fives of 
parents, staff 
and our K-11 
students.  Here 
are some 
statistics for 
the 42 members of the Class of 2022:  Twenty-six AP 
classes completed (Language & Composition and 
European History), which is the equivalent or 26 college 
classes or approximately 100 college credits; 335 direct 
college credits through our dual enrollment partnership 

with Northwestern Michigan College (an approximate 
total savings 
of $150,000 in 
tuition costs); 
a college 
acceptance 
rate of 92 
percent and 
$200,000 in 
university 
scholarships.  

We’re so proud of our seniors and are all looking 
forward to tonight’s Commencement Ceremony! 

Girls Take Action concludes 
Girls Take Action concluded their fourth season with a 

2-mile run on May 27.  This was an amazing group of
girls and it showed, especially during our community
service portion of our program!  The girls happily pulled
weeds and picked up trash without complaint!  They
also spent time writing notes of gratitude to adults and
peers in their lives! Special thanks to coaches Courtney
Kipke and Annie Callahan, and volunteers Julie Peltier,
Deb Dent and Dawn Gruennert for their dedication to
our young ladies!

Secondary Summer School scheduled 
Secondary students have the opportunity to recover 
credit for classes in which they earned less than a "C" 
for a final grade in GTA’s Credit Recovery Summer 
School.  Each of two, two-week sessions allow for 
recovery of one-half credit, for a total of one credit if 
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both sessions are taken.  Classes meet Monday-
Thursday from 8:30 am-12:00 pm.  The cost is $175 per 
two-week session.  A completed registration form, 
along with a $100 deposit, is due by June 10, with the 
balance due on the first day of the summer school 
session.  An application with session dates and payment 
information may be found on the GTA website. 

Mustang roundup 
Varsity Track & Field.   
Five Mustangs medaled at this week’s Record-Eagle 

John Lober Honor Roll 
Track Meet: Katelynn 
Dix (1st in 100m 
hurdles, 300m hurdles 
and long jump) and 
Petra Foote, Paige 
Bell, Maddie Brown 
and Lydia Brower (5th 
in 4x800m). Katelynn's 

long jump broke 
a 29-year-old 
meet record by 
3.25", the fourth 
longest-standing 
girls' record in meet history!  In addition to our medal 
winners, several other Mustangs had some impressive 

results:  Seth LaPointe, Matt Kinney, Weston Kinney 
and Hunter Laven (6th in 4x400), Chase Snell, Matt 
Kinney, Elijah Bauer and Hunter Laven (6th in 4x800m), 
Weston Kinney (7th in high jump), Hunter Laven (7th in 
long jump) and Petra Foote (7th in 800m and 6th in 
1600m). Congratulations to all who qualified for this 
prestigious meet, which drew top athletes from 15 area 
schools. 

Eighth graders enjoy Career Tech field trip 
Grand Traverse Academy’s 8th grade class visited the 

Northwest 
Education Services 
Career-Tech 
Center this week 
to learn about the 
many programs 
they have to offer, 
including public 
safety, welding, 
electrical, teacher 
academy, graphic 

arts, information technology, web design and film & 
new media. 
 

Looking for carpool assistance for fall? 

Did you know that we have a private Facebook group 
for GTA parents interested in sharing carpool duties?  
The Grand Traverse Academy Carpool & Uniform 
Exchange group is administered by GTA staff.  If you’d 
like to join, know that it requires prospective members 
to answer a membership question and agree to adhere 
to group rules for acceptance.  The question is for 
identification and safety reasons and answering it saves 
time in the acceptance process.  We hope you’ll join us!  
 

Annual Water Balloon Bash coming! 

Students in grades 7-12 are invited to celebrate the last 
day of school at the 
annual Water Balloon 
Bash.  Sponsored by 
the GTA Key Club, 
students may toss 
water balloons at 

their favorite teacher(s):  one for a dollar or five for 
four.  The fun takes place after school on Tuesday, June 
14 in the elementary playground. 
 

Spread the word! 
Additional enrollment information meetings planned.  
Space is still available for new students for the 2022-23 
school year and four additional enrollment information 
meetings are planned for the parents of prospective 
students:  Wednesday, August 3 – 6:00 pm and Tuesday, 

August 16 – 6:00 pm.  Meetings will take place in Aqua 5 
and will include a brief introduction, time for Q & A and 
a tour of our facilities.  If you have friends or neighbors 
who may be interested in learning more about GTA for 

https://www.mygta.us/page/credit-recovery-summer-school
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
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their children, please have them contact Amy Truesdell 
at truesdella@mygta.us or (231) 932-6900 to register. 

 
Important immunization reminder for 
incoming kindergarteners and 7th graders 
Please keep in mind that certain immunizations are 
required for entry into school, while the meningococcal 
conjugate vaccine and a DTaP booster are given at ages 
11-12.  Check with your health care provider to be sure 
that immunizations are up to date.  If you have opted 
against any of the required vaccines, please contact the 
health department to receive a current, certified State 
of Michigan waiver form, or your health care provider 
for a medical contraindication form.  A copy of the 
appropriate form or current immunization record 
should be provided to us by the end of July.   
 

A reminder about uniform purchases 
As you begin to think about your children’s school 

uniforms for the 2022-
23 school year, keep 
in mind that GTA has 

two uniform vendors to choose from, EmbroidMe, a 
local store with an online ordering option, and French 
Toast Schoolbox, an 
online store.  Visit 
the Uniforms page 
on the GTA website 
for guidelines by grade level and contact information for 
both vendors.  If you have gently used uniform pieces 
you would like to sell or you are interested in buying 
used pieces for your children, GTA also has a private 
Carpool & Uniform Exchange Facebook group.  In 
addition, used uniform sales take place during the 
school year, usually during parent-teacher conferences.  
 

GTA board opportunity  
If you have an interest in helping our school to achieve 
our mission, have 2-5 hours per month to devote to 
guiding our school, are a team player and will serve as a 
community ambassador for GTA, you might be a great 
candidate for our board of directors.  The board is 
currently accepting applications for a member to 
replace one whose term will expire this year.  The term 
will begin at the start of the 2022-23 school year.  For 
more information or to apply, please contact the 
board’s Education and Recruitment Committee at 
EdRec@mygta.us.  
 

Washington, DC trip planned 
Calling all current GTA 6th grade students and their 

families:  Pack your 
bags!  Our 2023-24 8th 
grade class will travel to 
Washington, DC and the 
Civil War Battlefields in 
the spring of 2024.   We 
want as many eligible 
students as possible to 
take advantage of this 

wonderful educational opportunity and scholarships are 
available.  If your child is interested and you missed the 
informational meeting, contact Mrs. VanHouzen at 
vanhouzenm@mygta.us at your earliest convenience. 
 

Elementary Field Days are coming! 
It’s hard to believe but plans are underway for Field 
Days on June 7 and 8.  These events are a fun way to 
celebrate with classmates and teachers and are always 
looked forward to with great anticipation!  Mr. Dix and 
Mrs. Kline could use your help with supplies, monetary 
donations, treats and volunteers.  An event schedule is 
shown below and a donation and t-shirt order form is 
attached to this newsletter.  Thank you for any 
assistance you are able to offer!   
 

Grades Date Time 

Preschool 
& Kindergarten 

Tuesday, June 7 9:30-11:30 am 

Grades 1 & 2 Wednesday, June 8 9:30-11:30 am 

Grades 3 & 4 Tuesday, June 7 1:00-3:00 pm 

Grades 5 & 6 Wednesday, June 8 1:00-3:00 pm 

 
Sign up now to volunteer for Elementary 
Field Days 
Our Elementary phys. ed. teachers are preparing for 
some awesome year-end Field Days and could use your 
help.  Parents volunteers are needed to assist with 
games to help them go as smoothly as possible and the 
GTA Family Council is organizing the recruiting efforts.  
Students love having their parents there and parents 
enjoy seeing their children enjoying a fun event with 
their friends.  You may sign up here – please note there 
are tabs at the bottom of the spreadsheet indicating 
grades and dates/times for each.  If you plan to 
volunteer, please also complete the attached Volunteer 
Background Check form and return it to the office.   
 

mailto:truesdella@mygta.us
http://topshelfpromos.squarespace.com/
https://www.frenchtoast.com/schoolbox/schools/Grand-Traverse-Academy-QS47EN6
https://www.frenchtoast.com/schoolbox/schools/Grand-Traverse-Academy-QS47EN6
https://www.mygta.us/page/uniforms
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
mailto:EdRec@mygta.us
mailto:vanhouzenm@mygta.us
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DXxYaq5tnaTijag3v6rNFhrWU8CyIbmdcx_JgCPIyZk/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DXxYaq5tnaTijag3v6rNFhrWU8CyIbmdcx_JgCPIyZk/edit#gid=0
http://topshelfpromos.squarespace.com/grand-traverse-academy/
https://www.frenchtoast.com/schoolbox/schools/Grand-Traverse-Academy-QS47EN6
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Record-Eagle’s “Simply the Best 2022” 
contest continues 
Grand Traverse Academy and several of our staff 
members have received nominations for the Traverse 
City Record-Eagle’s “Simply the Best 2022,” which 
highlights northern Michigan’s businesses, 
organizations and nonprofits.  Voting began on May 23, 
with the top nominees in each subcategory published 
on a ballot in the Record-Eagle and on this page.  Be 
sure to watch for it!  Votes may be submitted once daily 
through August 5. 
 

Ongoing events 
Secondary Bagel Sales –Wednesdays in Multipurpose 
Rooms 3 & 4, 7:40-8:00 am, $2 each for several varieties  
 
Elementary Bagel Sales –Wednesdays in the Intention 
Room (at the entrance to the Elementary Wing), 7:45-
8:10 am, $2 each for several varieties 
 
Secondary Doughnut Sales –Fridays in Multipurpose 
Rooms 3 & 4, 7:40-8:00 am, $1 each for several varieties 
 
Elementary Doughnut Sales –Fridays in the Intention 
Room (at the entrance to the Elementary Wing), 7:45-
8:10 am, $1 each for several varieties 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
       
    

 
 

  Dad jokes from Don  

 

 
Why are spiders so smart?  
 
They can find anything on the web! 
 
 

 
 

https://www.record-eagle.com/simplythebest/#//


 
GTA Secondary School Exams 

June 9, 10, 13 and 14, 2022 
 

Second Semester Exams 

 
Thursday, June 9: Exam Review/Some Exams Begin 
(Most classes will review; some will begin their exam. Teachers have communicated the schedule 
with students.) 
 
Friday, June 10: Exam Review/Some Exams Begin 
 
 
Monday, June 13:  Half Day of Exams 
 
High School       Junior High       
8:05-9:00  1st Hour   8:05-9:05  1st Hour    
9:05-10:00  2nd Hour   9:10-10:10  2nd Hour    
10:05-11:00  3rd Hour   10:15-11:15  3rd Hour    
11:05-12:05  4th Hour   11:20-12:10  Advisory/Exam Make-up 

 
 
Tuesday, June 14: Half Day of Exams  
 
High School       Junior High       
8:05-9:00  7th Hour   8:05-9:05  7th Hour    
9:05-10:00  8th Hour   9:10-10:10  8th Hour    
10:05-11:00  9th Hour   10:15-11:15  9th Hour    
11:05-12:05  Advisory/Exam Make-up 11:20-12:10  Advisory/Exam Make-up 
           
 
Wednesday, June 15: Happy Summer Break!! See you on September 6! 
 

 



 GTA “We Came to Play!” Field Day!  
Dear Parent(s) or Guardian, 
 

We have our dates for Field Day down! Every year the students look forward to this day. 

Below is the scheduled event by grade level. We have attached the donation and t-shirt form. 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you would like to volunteer for Field Day as well! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Donation Form 
Supplies and/or donations needed. Please indicate how many you plan to donate on the blank space! 

 (Items Due May 27) 

 

___10 Burlap Sacks   ___8 Baseball Tees   ___32 Whiffle Balls   ___6 Plastic (Durable) Bats 

___100 Yellow Car Sponges  ___1,000 Ice pops  ___ 1, 000 Water Balloons  ___10 5-gallon buckets 

___20 Beach Towels  ___8 Footballs  $___Monetary Donation towards Extra T-shirts or Supplies 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

T-Shirt Order Form (Due May 11) 
 

____(Qty.) T-shirt for my student 

Cost: $8.00 each (please circle shirt size) 

 

YS   YM   YL   YXL   AS   AM   AL   AXL   A2XL ($2 extra) 

If writing a check, make please make payable to Grand Traverse Academy 

 

Student’s Name: ____________________________________ 

Teacher’s Name: ____________________________________ 

Thank you again for your donations and support.  We are looking forward to giving these kids 

all the fun they deserve! Mr. Dix & Mrs. Kline 

Who: Preschool & 
Kindergarten 

 
Where: GTA North 

Field 
 

When: Tuesday, 
June 7,  

9:30-11:30am 
 

 

Who: 1st/2nd Grade 
 

 
Where: GTA North 

Field 
 

When: Wednesday, 
June 8, 

9:30 – 11:30am 
 

 

Who: 3rd/4th Grade 
 

 
Where: GTA North 

Field 
 

When: Tuesday, 
June 7,  

1:00 - 3:00pm 
 

Who: 5th/6th Grade 
 

 
Where: GTA North 

Field 
 

When: Wednesday, 
June 8,  

1:00-3:00pm 



VOLUNTEER CONSENT FORM
(for volunteers who will be at GTA more than 5 times per year)

As a prospective volunteer of Grand Traverse Academy, I understand that it is this school’s policy to secure
conviction criminal history information as part of their volunteer screening process using the information
provided below.

I also understand that as a volunteer I am releasing the school of any obligation should I become ill or receive an
injury as a result of my volunteer services.

Name:
___________________________________________________________________

LAST                                                       FIRST                                                                MIDDLE

Maiden Name/Names previously used:____________________________________________

Address:
___________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:
___________________________________________________________________

Birthdate: ___________        Race:  _____________                                   Sex: _____________

Home Phone: ________________________     Cell: _____________________________

I understand that the above information is required by the Central Records Division of the Michigan State Police,
Lansing, Michigan.

I authorize Grand Traverse Academy to utilize the above information for the sole purpose of obtaining a
conviction-only criminal history file search.

____________________________________________________ Date:___________
SIGNATURE OF VOLUNTEER

What department are you volunteering in:

Classroom:_________________________________________ (teacher name)

O�ce: Elementary Secondary (circle one if applicable)

Athletics: _________________________________________

Other: _________________________________________



Pursuant to Public Act 68 of 1993 and Public Act 83 of 1995:

I, ________________________________________________, represent that (check one):

_____  I have not been convicted of or pled guilty or nolo contendere (no contest) to any crimes.

_____  I have been convicted of or pled guilty or nolo contendere (no contest) to the following crimes (use
separate sheet to explain nature of conviction, date and disposition of case, if necessary):

A._____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

B._____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

C._____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

I understand and agree that pursuant to Public Act 68 of 1993 and Public Act 83 of 1995:

1. The Board of Education of Grand Traverse Academy must request a criminal history check on me
from the Central Records Division of the Michigan Department of State Police or the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

2. Until that report is received and reviewed by the school, I cannot serve in the capacity of a
volunteer.

3. If the report received from the Michigan Department of State Police or the FBI is not the same as
my representations above reflecting either the absence of any convictions or any crimes of which
I have been convicted, my potential service as a volunteer will be denied at the option of the
school.

_______________________                             __________________________
SIGNATURE OF VOLUNTEER Date


