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Dates to remember 
Friday, May 20 – Spring Choir Concert (Elementary, 
Mustang & Chamber Choirs), 6:00 pm, Big Gym 

Monday, May 23 – GTA Family Council Meeting, 6:30 
pm, MPR 3 & 4 (RSVP to kristinboogaard@gmail.com) 

Tuesday, May 24 – Enrollment Information Meeting, 
6:00 pm, Aqua 5 

Wednesday, May 25 – Board of Directors Regular 
Meeting, 6:00 pm, Aqua 5 

Thursday, May 26 – Fill the Pantry Jeans Day ($2 per 
person donation to wear jeans with a uniform top) 

Thursday, May 26 – Last (Half) Day for Seniors, with 
Lunch & Memories 

Friday, May 27 – Young Explorers’ Music “Informance,” 
11:00 am, Small Gym 

Last chance for Lost & Found 
We have accumulated a multitude of jackets, shoes, 

sweatshirts, water 
bottles, boots and 
various 
miscellaneous items 
in the Lost & Found.  
All unclaimed items 
(except those with a 
GTA logo) will be 
donated to the 

Goodwill on Friday, June 3.  If your child is missing 
something, please have them visit the Lost & Found to 
take a look.  Parents who wish to come in to check for 
missing items may stop by between the hours of 8:00-
8:25 am and 4:00-4:30 pm (8:00-8:25 am and 12:00-
12:30 pm on Fridays) through June 2.  Lost & Found is 
located in the vestibule at the junction of the 
Elementary and Secondary Wings (at the entrance to 
the Preschool playground). 

Secondary Summer School scheduled 
Secondary students have the opportunity to recover 
credit for classes in which they earned less than a "C" 
for a final grade in GTA’s Credit Recovery Summer 
School.  Each of two, two-week sessions allow for 
recovery of one-half credit, for a total of one credit if 
both sessions are taken.  Classes meet Monday-
Thursday from 8:30 am-12:00 pm.  The cost is $175 per 
two-week session.  A completed registration form, 
along with a $100 deposit, is due by June 10, with the 
balance due on the first day of the summer school 
session.  An application with session dates and payment 
information may be found on the GTA website.

Spread the word! 
Additional enrollment information meetings planned.  

Space is still available 
for new students for the 
2022-23 school year and 
four additional 
enrollment information 
meetings are planned 

for the parents of prospective students: 

Tuesday, May 24 – 6:00 pm 
Wednesday, August 3 – 6:00 pm 

Tuesday, August 16 – 6:00 pm 

Meetings will take place in Aqua 5 and will include a 
brief introduction, time for Q & A and a tour of our 
facilities.  If you have friends or neighbors who may be 
interested in learning more about GTA for their 
children, please have them contact Amy Truesdell at 
truesdella@mygta.us or (231) 932-6900 to register. 

Mustang roundup 
Varsity Track & Field.  Congratulations to our varsity 
girls’ and boys’ teams, which took 2nd and 3rd places 
respectively, in last week’s Johannesburg-Lewiston 
Invitational.  Highlights included a school and personal 
record-breaking high jump of 6’1” for Seth LaPointe and 
Weston Kinney, who tied for 1st place; 1st place in the 
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100m and 300m hurdles and the long jump for Katelynn 

Dix; and a 2nd place three-way 
tie in the high jump for Ava 
Wendel.      

Junior High Track & Field.  Hats off to our junior high 
boys’ team for their 2nd place finish in last weekend’s 
Frankfort Middle School Invitational:  Tobin Allen 1st in 
the 800m; Nate Dix 1st and Kelen Trigg in the 55m 
hurdles; Nate Dix 1st (PR) 200m hurdles; Eli Willoughby, 
Perry Middaugh, Kelen Trigg and Samuel Rice 2nd 4x100 
relay; Marcus Long, Hudson Conner, Samuel Rice, Perry 
Middaugh 1st 4x200 relay; Marcus Long, Hudson 
Conner, Isaac Whipple and Nate Dix 2nd 4x400 relay; 
Marcus Long, Tobin Allen, Cason Adams and Isaac 
Whipple 1st 4x800 relay; Perry Middaugh 2nd shot put; 
and Hudson Conner 2nd long jump.     

The girls came in 3rd and attained several personal 
records:  Stella York 3rd in the 100m (PR); Lydia Tebben 
1st (PR) and Ilona Narolska 2nd (PR) in the 800m; 
Addison Patrzik 1st (PR) and Shenoah Collier 2nd in the 
1600m; Addison and Shenoah 1st and 2nd, respectively, 
in the 3200m; Alexa Baylon, Miley Smith, Eva Henning 
and Daisy Niccum 2nd in the 4x200 relay;  Lydia Tebben, 
Stella York, Ilona Narolska and Bailey Stephen 1st in the 
4x400 relay; Addison Patrzik, Lydia Tebben, Shenoah 
Collier and Ilona Narolska 1st in the 4x800 relay (a new 
JH girls’ record); and Netty Piché tied for 2nd in the high 
jump.   

Summer basketball skills camp.  GTA will be hosting 
one of the premier youth basketball camps in the state 
on July 23 & 24, 2022, led by former 14-year 
overseas/NBA player and professional head coach 
Trevor Huffman.  Sessions are for both girls and boys, 
with separate times for grades 3-7 and 8-12.  For more 
information or to register your child, visit Huffman 

Basketball.  The cost is $65 per person, with a limit of 40 
spots available per session (save 10 percent with the 
promo code GTA).  Be sure to sign up for the grade the 
student will be in during the 2022-23 school year.  We 
would love to get as many students involved as possible 
to develop their skills for next season!      

Looking for carpool assistance for fall?
Did you know that we have a private Facebook group 
for GTA parents interested in sharing carpool duties?  
The Grand Traverse Academy Carpool & Uniform 
Exchange group is administered by GTA staff.  If you’d 
like to join, know that it requires prospective members 
to answer a membership question and agree to adhere 
to group rules for acceptance.  The question is for 
identification and safety reasons and answering it saves 
time in the acceptance process.  

Art department in need of sandwich bags 
Our Elementary art teachers are preparing for their 
students’ final project of the year and could use 
zippered sandwich-sized plastic bags; one box of 30 
bags for each of our 26 K-6 classrooms.  Donations will 
be greatly appreciated and may be sent to school with 
your child or dropped off in either office by May 25.  

NHS officers elected 
Congratulations to the following members of GTA’s 

National Honor Society, who were 
elected as officers for the 2022-23 
school year:  Julia Jones, Treasurer; 
Petra Foote Secretary; Elizabeth 
Kornexl, Vice President; and Elly 
Froehlich, President.  

A reminder about uniform purchases 
As you begin to think about your children’s school 
uniforms for the 2022-23 school year, keep in mind that 
GTA has two uniform vendors to choose from, 
EmbroidMe, a local store with an online ordering 
option, and French Toast Schoolbox, an online store.  
Visit the Uniforms page on the GTA website for 
guidelines by grade level and contact information for 
both vendors.  If you have gently used uniform pieces 
you would like to sell or you are interested in buying 
used pieces for your children, GTA also has a private 
Carpool & Uniform Exchange Facebook group.  In 
addition, used uniform sales take place during the 
school year, usually during parent-teacher conferences.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grand-traverse-academy-huffman-basketball-skills-camp-july-23-24th-2022-tickets-333243449127?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grand-traverse-academy-huffman-basketball-skills-camp-july-23-24th-2022-tickets-333243449127?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
http://topshelfpromos.squarespace.com/
https://www.frenchtoastschoolbox.com/schools/grand-traverse-academy-QS47EN6
https://www.mygta.us/page/uniforms
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Washington, DC trip planned 
Calling all current GTA 6th grade students and their 

families:  Pack your 
bags!  The 2023-24 
8th grade class is 
off to Washington, 
DC and the Civil 
War Battlefields in 
the spring of 2024.  
We want as many 
eligible students as 
possible to be a 

part of the group and scholarship opportunities are 
available.  If your child is interested and you missed 
Wednesday’s informational meeting, contact Mrs. 
VanHouzen at vanhouzenm@mygta.us. 

Elementary Field Days are coming! 
It’s hard to believe but plans are underway for Field 
Days on June 7 and 8.  These events are a fun way to 
celebrate with classmates and teachers and are always 
looked forward to with great anticipation!  Mr. Dix and 
Mrs. Kline could use your help with supplies, monetary 
donations, treats and volunteers.  An event schedule is 
shown below and a donation and t-shirt order form is 
attached to this newsletter.  Thank you for any 
assistance you are able to offer!   

Grades Date Time 

Preschool 
& Kindergarten 

Tuesday, June 7 9:30-11:30 am 

Grades 1 & 2 Wednesday, June 8 9:30-11:30 am 

Grades 3 & 4 Tuesday, June 7 1:00-3:00 pm 

Grades 5 & 6 Wednesday, June 8 1:00-3:00 pm 

Sign up now to volunteer for Elementary 
Field Days 
Our Elementary phys. ed. teachers are preparing for 
some awesome year-end Field Days and could use your 
help.  Parents volunteers are needed to assist with 
games to help them go as smoothly as possible and the 
GTA Family Council is organizing the recruiting efforts.  
Students love having their parents there and parents 
enjoy seeing their children enjoying a fun event with 
their friends.  You may sign up here – please note there 
are tabs at the bottom of the spreadsheet indicating 
grades and dates/times for each.  If you plan to 
volunteer, please also complete the attached Volunteer 
Background Check form and return it to the office.   

Review GTA for a chance to win $1,000! 
Reviews and testimonials that 
publicly share stories about parent, 
caregiver, student and teacher 
experiences at Grand Traverse 
Academy are critical for helping new 

families discover our school and understand what it’s 
really like.  Leaving a brief review on Niche can help 
other families consider GTA for their child.  Simply visit 
the Niche web page to leave your review.  It only takes 
a few minutes!  

Here a few helpful tips for a strong review: 

 It doesn’t need to be long—2-3 sentences are
plenty!

 Be specific about your role in our community
(e.g., parent/caregiver, grade, how many years
you’ve been part of the community, etc.)

 Write about your own personal experience
interacting with teachers and staff members

 Write about your child’s experience in and out
of the classroom or personal/social/emotional
growth

 Write about the GTA community/culture

That’s it!  And as an added bonus, you’ll also be entered 
to win $1,000 from Niche for sharing your family’s story. 
Leave your review today, as the deadline is May 31, 
2022! 

Jr. High Field Day planned 
GTA 10th graders are hosting a Field Day for GTA Junior 

High students as a class 
fund raiser on Friday, 
June 10 from 12:30-3:00 
pm.  The $20 cost 
includes lunch, a custom-
made, one-of-a-kind t-
shirt and an afternoon of 
fun and games!  A sign-
up/parent permission slip 
is attached to this 

newsletter.  The form and fee are due no later than 
Friday, May 27 at 12:15 pm in the Secondary Office. 
Note that this is a date change from May 20 and 
students have been informed via their advisors.  If your 
child registered previously and cannot attend on the 
new date, refunds will be issued in the Secondary Office 
until May 27.  

mailto:vanhouzenm@mygta.us
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DXxYaq5tnaTijag3v6rNFhrWU8CyIbmdcx_JgCPIyZk/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DXxYaq5tnaTijag3v6rNFhrWU8CyIbmdcx_JgCPIyZk/edit#gid=0
https://www.niche.com/k12/school-survey-sweepstakes/
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Attention parents of GTA seniors 
The Traverse City Record-Eagle “2022 Senior Shout Out” 
submissions are now open!  Submit your graduate’s 
photo and a brief congratulatory message to be 
featured in this keepsake publication by visiting 
www.record-eagle.com/seniorshoutout.  The 
submission deadline of May 30 is coming fast!  Then 
mark your calendars for June 12, when the 2022 Senior 
Shout Out print publication will appear in the Sunday 
edition of the Traverse City Record-Eagle.  

Watch for the Record-Eagle’s “Simply the 
Best 2022” ballot 
Grand Traverse Academy and several of our staff 
members have received nominations for the Traverse 
City Record-Eagle’s “Simply the Best 2022,” which 
highlights northern Michigan’s businesses, 
organizations and nonprofits.  Voting begins on May 23, 
with the top three nominees in each subcategory 
published on a ballot in the Record-Eagle and on this 
page.  Be sure to watch for it!  Votes may be submitted 
once daily through August 5. 

Student job board 
Local excavating company in search of laborers and 
small equipment operators.  Basch Excavating in 
Traverse City is looking for hard-working individuals 
interested in making some great money this summer!  
The starting wage is $16-18 per hour, depending on 
experience.  Overtime pay is paid after 40 hours and the 
typical work week is approximately 40-45 hours, 
depending on the job.  A signing bonus of $250 will be 
paid at the end of 60 days.  Work consists of 
landscaping, tree removal, laying pipe and associated 
excavation work.  Some small equipment experience is 
helpful but not necessary.  They will also consider full- 
or part-time work in the future.  If interested, apply in 
person at T. Basch Inc., 463 W. Welch Ct., Traverse City 
or via email at baschson@aol.com. 

Important immunization reminder for 
incoming kindergarteners and 7th graders 
We are looking forward to welcoming our incoming 
kindergarteners and those who will be making the move 
from Elementary to Junior High!  Certain immunizations 
are required for entry into school, while the 
meningococcal conjugate vaccine and a DTaP booster 
are given at ages 11-12.  Please check with your health 
care provider to be sure that immunizations are up to 

date.  If you have opted against any of the required 
vaccines, please contact the health department to 
receive a current, certified State of Michigan waiver 
form, or your health care provider for a medical 
contraindication form.  A copy of the appropriate form 
or current immunization record should be provided to 
us by the end of July.  

GTA board opportunity 
If you have an interest in helping our school to achieve 
our mission, have 2-5 hours per month to devote to 
guiding our school, are a team player and will serve as a 
community ambassador for GTA, you might be a great 
candidate for our board of directors.  The board is 
currently accepting applications for a member to 
replace one whose term will expire this year.  The term 
will begin at the start of the 2022-23 school year.  For 
more information or to apply, please contact the 
board’s Education and Recruitment Committee at 
EdRec@mygta.us. 

GTA Family Council corner 
Meeting planned.  The final meeting of the 2021-22 
school year will take place on Monday, May 23 at 6:30 
pm in MPR 3 & 4.  Please contact Kristin Boogaard at 
kristinboogaard@gmail.com if you plan to attend so 
that she knows how many to expect.   

Fund raising opportunity continues.  Purchase a Mirror 
Image Car Wash & Detailing single basic wash coupon 
for $7 or a book of five for $35.  Full-service interior & 
exterior washes are available for $25 each or $125 for a 
book of five.  Profits will support the GTA Family 
Council's efforts throughout the school year.  Follow 
this link to purchase:  GTA FC CAR WASH or contact 
Kristin Boogaard at (616) 328-4646 
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  

      Reminder:  Be sure to join the Facebook 
group, GTA Family Council, to stay connected and keep 
up to date with all the amazing service opportunities. 

Student health screenings important 
One of our goals at GTA is for students and staff to stay 
healthy.  It continues to be so important for parents to 
screen for illness before bringing your children to 
school, especially for COVID symptoms, and keeping 
them home if necessary – both in their best interest and 
for the protection and safety of others.  Screening for 
COVID-19 symptoms daily before leaving for school is 

http://www.record-eagle.com/seniorshoutout
https://www.record-eagle.com/simplythebest/#//
https://www.record-eagle.com/simplythebest/#//
mailto:baschson@aol.com
mailto:EdRec@mygta.us
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
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helpful in keeping our GTA community healthy.  Please 
check for the following and keep children home with 
any of these symptoms:  fever of 100.4 degrees or 
higher, sore throat, new uncontrolled cough, new 
absence of taste or smell, diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal 
pain or new onset of a severe headache (especially with 
a fever).  Please keep children home with any of these 
symptoms.  This is especially important on returning 
from break, particularly if your family has done any 
traveling.  The Grand Traverse County Health 
Department screening protocol is attached for your 
convenience.  Please screen your children and follow 
the protocol if any symptoms are noted.  Thank you! 
 
 

  Dad jokes from Don  

 

Why should you never write with a           
dull pencil? 
 

Because it’s pointless. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing events 
Elementary Pizza Days – Every other Wednesday, as 
follows:  May 25 (order and pay by the preceding 
Monday using forms sent home on off weeks), $1.50 per 
slice of pepperoni or cheese 
 
Secondary Pizza Days – Every Thursday (order and pay 
on Tuesdays using forms provided in Advisory 
classrooms), $1.50 per slice of cheese or pepperoni 
 
Secondary Bagel Sales – Every Wednesday in 
Multipurpose Rooms 3 & 4, 7:40-8:00 am, $2 each for 
several varieties  
Elementary Bagel Sales – Every Wednesday in the 
Intention Room (at the entrance to the Elementary 
Wing), 7:45-8:10 am, $2 each for several varieties 
 
Secondary Doughnut Sales – Every Friday in 
Multipurpose Rooms 3 & 4, 7:40-8:00 am, $1 each for 
several varieties 
 
Elementary Doughnut Sales – Every Friday in the 
Intention Room (at the entrance to the Elementary 
Wing), 7:45-8:10 am, $1 each for several varieties 
 
Fill the Pantry Jeans Day –May 26 



 GTA “We Came to Play!” Field Day!  
Dear Parent(s) or Guardian, 
 

We have our dates for Field Day down! Every year the students look forward to this day. 

Below is the scheduled event by grade level. We have attached the donation and t-shirt form. 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you would like to volunteer for Field Day as well! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Donation Form 
Supplies and/or donations needed. Please indicate how many you plan to donate on the blank space! 

 (Items Due May 27) 

 

___10 Burlap Sacks   ___8 Baseball Tees   ___32 Whiffle Balls   ___6 Plastic (Durable) Bats 

___100 Yellow Car Sponges  ___1,000 Ice pops  ___ 1, 000 Water Balloons  ___10 5-gallon buckets 

___20 Beach Towels  ___8 Footballs  $___Monetary Donation towards Extra T-shirts or Supplies 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

T-Shirt Order Form (Due May 11) 
 

____(Qty.) T-shirt for my student 

Cost: $8.00 each (please circle shirt size) 

 

YS   YM   YL   YXL   AS   AM   AL   AXL   A2XL ($2 extra) 

If writing a check, make please make payable to Grand Traverse Academy 

 

Student’s Name: ____________________________________ 

Teacher’s Name: ____________________________________ 

Thank you again for your donations and support.  We are looking forward to giving these kids 

all the fun they deserve! Mr. Dix & Mrs. Kline 

Who: Preschool & 
Kindergarten 

 
Where: GTA North 

Field 
 

When: Tuesday, 
June 7,  

9:30-11:30am 
 

 

Who: 1st/2nd Grade 
 

 
Where: GTA North 

Field 
 

When: Wednesday, 
June 8, 

9:30 – 11:30am 
 

 

Who: 3rd/4th Grade 
 

 
Where: GTA North 

Field 
 

When: Tuesday, 
June 7,  

1:00 - 3:00pm 
 

Who: 5th/6th Grade 
 

 
Where: GTA North 

Field 
 

When: Wednesday, 
June 8,  

1:00-3:00pm 



 Junior High Field Day Sign-Up 

 Junior High Field Day will take place on  June 10,  after school from 12:30 to 3:00 in the  
north field (weather contingent)  . It costs  $20  . Included  with the cost is lunch, a t-shirt, 
and an  afternoon of games. Lunch will be hot dogs and chips, so if you have any dietary 
restrictions that  prevent you from eating the provided lunch, please bring your own lunch. 
Remember to bring a  change of clothes that you are prepared to get wet and dirty. 

 Sign-up form & fee are due by May 27 to the Secondary Office. 

 NAME (first & last): _____________________________________ 
 GRADE: __________ 
 ADVISOR: ____________________ 

 SHIRT SIZE (adult sizes) : (circle one)          S          M          L          XL 

 PARENT SIGNATURE: ________________________________________________ 



Appendix B COVID-19 Return to School Toolkit August 5, 2020 

Student Screening 

Screen your child for the following symptoms daily before they leave for school. Follow the directions 
below if your child displays symptoms or has been exposed. 

Symptoms 
☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
☐ Sore throat
☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic

cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Close Contact/Potential Exposure 
In the past 14 days, has your child: 

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19: OR

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with person under
quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR

☐ Had a travel history

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school. 

If the answer is YES to any symptoms question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question, 
call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call 
your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to 
www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19. 

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, but NO to any close contact/potential exposure 
questions, your student may return based on the guidance for their symptoms (see “Managing 
Communicable Diseases in Schools”):  

• Fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing
medications

• Sore throat: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 doses of antibiotic have
been taken);

• Cough/Shortness of breath: improvement
• Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours
• Severe headache: improvement

DISCLAIMER: This screening tool is subject to change based on the latest information on COVID-19. 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and 
Considerations 


