
  

1 

	
	

Timber	Tracks	
Exeter-Milligan	Public	Schools	

January,		2022	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
 
Holiday Basketball Tournament 
The girls and boys Holiday Basketball Tournament will be held at Roseland on December 29 and 30. Brackets are 
included in this newsletter. 
 
Second Semester Bus Routes 
Please remember bus routes change 2nd semester.  Route times are included in this newsletter.  
 
Calendar Changes 
Please note that there will be NO SCHOOL on January 17, 2022.  Teachers will be attending a workshop on this 
day. 
 
Junior Parents:  
As you begin to plan doctor/dentist appointments for this semester, please keep in mind the juniors will be taking the 
ACT on Tuesday, April 5.  This is a state mandated test, so all juniors are required to take it that day.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Mrs. Kovanda. 
 
School Closing Info... 
All notification of weather related late starts or school closing will be announced only at these media sites.  Please 
tune in these stations to receive information updates: 
-Television Station KLKN in Lincoln -- Channel 8 
-Television Station KOLN-KGIN in Lincoln -- Channel 10/11 
Announcements are also made through the ADT alert system that is sponsored by Generations Bank in Exeter. 
 
Cold Weather Information 
Please be sure your child comes to school dressed for the cold temperatures.   Students should come to school with 
winter coats, hats, gloves, and boots when it begins to snow.  This is very important especially for the elementary 
students because if the weather permits, they will have recess outside.   Also make sure your child’s items are labeled 
with their name so they don’t get lost. 
 
Student Absences 
We are again asking that you notify the school by 8:30 AM if your child will be absent or late from school.  If you 
know in advance that your child will be absent, please send a note with your child prior to the absence.  This is the 
most effective way for the school to monitor your child’s attendance.  If you do not know in advance or if your child is 
not in school by 8:45 AM we will make an effort to contact you, as to the whereabouts of your child.  When your child 
is absent, if we do not speak to you personally or if you do not send a note your child will be considered UNEXCUSED 
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Notice to Parents – Childfind 
This notice is to inform the patrons of the Exeter-Milligan District 01 that:  Public Law 94-142 and State Rule 51 and 
54 mandate that free appropriate public education is available to each handicapped child, years 0-21, who reside in 
a local school district.  Handicapped children are defined as:  Physically Handicapped, Visually Handicapped, 
Acoustically Handicapped, Speech Handicapped, Orthopedically Handicapped, Educable Mentally Handicapped, 
Behaviorally Impaired, Specific Learning Disabled, Mentally Retarded, Multi-Handicapped, Home and Hospital 
Bound.  (By reason, thereof, require special education and related services.)   If you feel that your child may qualify 
under any of the above categories please contact Paul Sheffield Superintendent, Exeter-Milligan Public School 
District #01, Exeter, NE.  402-266-5911. 
 
_______________________________________________ 
NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION 
The school district does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides 
equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the 
nondiscrimination policies: 
Name:      Paul D. Sheffield 
Title:        Superintendent 
Address:  318 S River Ave, Exeter, NE 68351 
Telephone:       (402) 266-5911 
E-mail:     paul.sheffield@emwolves.net 
For further information on notice of nondiscrimination, visit http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm for the address and phone 
number of the office that serves your area or call 1-800-421-3481.  
For additional prohibited discrimination and related information, please review school district Policy 3053– Nondiscrimination.   
 

 
 

 



Silver Lake Girls - Home   
Game #3    3:15                                                                                         

Wednesday, December 29                
Exeter-Milligan Girls - Visitors   Game # 7 3:15                                     

Thursday,  December 30                                                                                          

Shelton Girls - Home   CHAMPION
Game # 1   12:00                                                                                            

Wednesday, December 29                     
Red Cloud Girls - Visitors   

Boys Bracket
Silver Lake  Boys - Home   

Game # 4   5:00                                                                                            
Wednesday, December 29                 

Exeter - Milligan Boys -Visitors    Game # 8 5:00                                                                
Thursday, December 30

Shelton Boys - Home   CHAMPION
Game # 2   1:30                                                                                            

Wednesday, December 29                   
Red Cloud Boys - Visitors 

Girls Consolation Bracket
Loser of Girls Game #3 - Home  

Tuesday,  
December 29       Game # 5   12:00                                                                                                                       

Thursday, December 30
Loser of Girls Game #1 - Visitors  3rd Place Girls

Boys Consolation Bracket
Loser of Boys Game # 4 - Home   Admission: $5.00 Adults & Students

Game # 6  1:30                                                                                                                            
Thursday, December 30 NO PASSES

Loser of Boys Game # 2 - Visitors  3rd Place Boys

Girls Bracket

Wednesday, December 29
Thursday, December 30

Silver Lake High School - Roseland, NE



4th Grade Writers

The fourth graders wrote about their favorite Christmas traditions for the Nebraska Signal. These are

their paragraphs that were submitted. They have a lot of great traditions that they share.

Christmas Tradition

My favorite Christmas tradition is decorating our tree. First, we put icicles and stars on the tree. The icicles are as sparkly

and blue as diamonds, and the stars are like sparkly gold. Next, we put  country ornaments on the tree. We have flags

and symbols from tons of countries. Another item we put on our tree is sports ornaments. We have football jerseys,

basketballs and footballs.Also, we put vehicle ornaments on the tree. We have cars, trains, plains and ships. Finally, we

put animal ornaments on our tree. We have a pheasant, a reindeer, a T-rex and a Triceratops. In conclusion, there are

many ornaments we put on our tree.     By Axel Erdkamp

Christmas Tradition

We do many different activities at my grandma and grandpa Oldehoeft’s house. To start, I will tell you about

homemade ice cream. We usually watch TV in the living room after lunch and then Grandpa and I go to the kitchen and

make the mixture. In the mixture there is whipping cream, salt, ice, sugar and milk. Then we get the ice cream maker and

pour the mixture in. We put it on the porch and plug it in. Then we keep putting ice into it. When it is done, we eat it. We

put snickers and chocolate on the ice cream.

Next, the food is amazing. We have food like mashed potatoes, gravy, ham, turkey and deviled eggs. It is the most

exceptional and ultimate meal of the year.

To continue, I play with my cousins. My cousins and I play hide and seek, tag and we climb on bales around the farm. We

also like to make forts in the trees and make little fire pits. We definitely don’t light the fire pits. We also play board

games, pitch and watch Christmas movies.

Lastly, we sit around the tree. My grandma gives the presents to us and we open them. Then when we are done, we sit

and talk. Our conversations are like a circus. Without a doubt, I love Christmas.

By: Crosby Oldehoeft



Christmas Tradition

My favorite Christmas tradition is putting up lights on my house. To begin, I love to put different colored lights on our

house and trees first. I like to put a rainbow or just one color of lights on the trees. Those lights are as bright as the sun.

Then, my mom and I put our blowups up. We have a snowman blowup, a Santa on a tractor blowup, a welcome blowup

and a dinosaur blowup. Also, we add fake trees with lights and reindeer in our yard. We put a red bulb on one of the

reindeer to make it look like Ruldoph. Finally, we set a timer on our lights. When they turn on, we look at them. In

conclusion, I love to put lights up.   By: Gracelyn Becker

My Favorite Christmas Tradition

In order to have a great Christmas, we go to our grandma and grandpa Engle’s house. To begin, we go to their house

around Christmas day. We have a scrumptious, husky meal consisting of mashed potatoes, some kind of meat, mashed

sweet potatoes, green beans with fried onions on top, usually a mixed jello, pea salad, my grandma’s homemade dinner

rolls, corn casserole and much more that I can’t think of. My grandma’s food is like a blessing in disguise. Also, after the

big meal, we help clean dishes. Sometimes, I sweep the floor or help clean dishes.

After that, we open presents. We see all the gifts that everybody received. Then, we relax or play. The adults relax while

the kids play. The adults sometimes play cards or we sometimes play board games. We usually have a pop in the

afternoon.

Last of all, we have supper and go home. Usually, the supper contains mouthwatering soup or delicious sloppy joes. I

love a good Christmas supper. After supper, we clean up from the meal and then talk a bit more. The kids sometimes

play a while. Then, it is usually time to go home, which is the worst part. I enjoy Christmas there so much. Clearly, my

favorite Christmas tradition is spending the day at Grandma and Grandpa Engle’s house.    By: Liam Capek



Christmas Tradition

My favorite Christmas traditions are putting up Christmas decorations and my family's Elf On The Shelf. To

begin, I love putting up Christmas decorations. I adore putting up the Christmas tree because when I put on the

ornaments, I like looking at all the beautiful ornaments my family has made in the past. Next, I also think putting up

Christmas lights is fun. I think putting up Christmas lights is fun because I like looking at all the pretty colors of the lights.

Then, I like putting up blow ups because I like looking at all the unique shapes and sizes.

Furthermore, elves are amazing to have. My family's elf is named Ginger. She is very silly and funny. Also, this year I got

her two gifts. One gift is a ballerina outfit. The ballerina shoes and tights help her stand up.  The second gift is a dress.

The top of the dress is gold sequins and at the waist is a red ribbon tied in a bow. At the bottom of the dress is a cute

green skirt. Finally, Ginger has her own special outfit that she had before we got her. That outfit is a purple sequined

dress with purple sequins everywhere. Clearly, Ginger moves around. She is as sneaky as a cat. One time she sat in our

Christmas tree and I said, “Ginger’s not an Elf On The Shelf she is an elf on a tree.” In conclusion, I love Christmas.

By: Lynn Jurgensen

Christmas Tradition

Do you go to your grandma’s house for Christmas? I go to my grandma’s house for many reasons. At the beginning,

we played around like monkeys. Furthermore, other family members come too. All at once, my cousins come for

Christmas also. Later on, my grandma gets everyone presents.

There are many reasons for opening presents for Christmas. First, I get to R.C. cars for Christmas usually every tear.

Second, I make a mess when I open my presents. Third, I play with my toys when I am done opening them. Many times,

I get good toys, but if I don’t I say thank you anyway. When I go to my grandma’s house and open presents, I always

have a good time.

By: Archer Kanode



Online: https://go.unl.edu/emtrackpack

Scan the QR Code and complete           

 the Google Form 

2 Ways to Register: 

1.

2.

NEW and IMPROVED with the partnership of 
Nebraska Extension! 

Track Pack is a FREE program that gets youth moving,
increases confidence, and teaches how to set effective goals.

Youth will also learn about healthy eating and the importance
of physical activity! 

Track Pack             

WHO: Exeter-Milligan 3rd-5th Graders 
WHEN: Tuesdays and Thursdays
               January 11th - May 11th, 2022
               Over the lunch recess (12-12:30 PM)
WHERE: Exeter-Milligan Track

This workshop is funded in cooperation with UNL. 
1111 13th St. Ste. 6 Aurora, NE, 68818. 

The 4-H youth and development program abides with the
nondiscrimination policies of UNL and the Department of Agriculture.

COST: FREE

This program will be taught by
Mrs. Smith and 

Mariah Newmyer, a Food,
Nutrition & Health Educator for

Nebraska Extension.

QR CODE

BACK!BACK!is

Registration due by 1.7.22



2021-2022 School Bus Routes 
Pick up times will vary depending on which students ride, please have students ready early
until pick up times are finalized,  After school drop off times will vary on the route depending  
on which students ride.

Exeter Area
West Route 2nd Semester East Route 2nd Semester

AM Driver : John Mueller 402-366-8184 Driver: Alan Michl 402-366-2793
PM Driver : Leesa Bartu 402-366-3651
Jacob Freel 7:48
Tiny Images Daycare 7:46 Dennis Harrison *
Jason Arbuck 7:34 Doug Papik 7:52
Robbie Petersen 7:25 Norm Lutz *
Jay Geiger * Kent Olsen *
Jeff Underwood * Paul Jurgensen 7:42
Aaron Ogren 7:20 Travis Due 7:40
Tony Kassik (pm only) * Jack Classen 7:38

Kevin Songster 7:30
Shellie Olsen *

Milligan Area
North and East 1st Semester 2nd Semester South and West 2nd Semester

AM Driver: Laura Stueben 402-759-1948 DOES NOT CHANGE Driver: Steve Briske 402-362-8705
PM Driver: Dean Bartu 402-366-3650
Brandon Zoubek 7:12
Missy Vnoucek * Kyle Svec *
Gabe Jaeger * Rod Krupicka 7:37
Shane Slezak 7:25 Jason Pribyl 7:31
Clint Foutch 7:34 Justin Capek 7:15
Chad Jindra * Luke Meyer 7:21
Jason Oldehoeft  7:40 Roger Capek *
Brian Zelenka 7:44

Transfer from Milligan to Exeter will leave Milligan at 7:45 AM 

If you have any bus questions or issues please feel free to call Dean (402-366-3650) or Leesa 
Bartu (402-366-3651)
Just a reminder that if your child is not a regularly scheduled rider you will need to obtain the
permission of the school and A&M, Inc. for them to be transported. Some of our route vehicles 
are at capacity and will not allow for extra riders. In Milligan, if your child plans to have friends 
come home with them after school you will have to provide transportation. We do  not have 
room for students who are not scheduled on the route. Students will not be transported to 
stops that are not regularly scheduled unless permission has been  given by A & M, Inc. (i.e.   
if you need your children taken to a grandparent’s home). Any change in regular stops must be 
cleared with A & M, Inc.



January NEWS

As we begin a new year, many thoughts about the future and preparing kids for the “real
world” come to mind. I remember reading a quote from A.J. Juliani, parent, educator
and author. He states, “Our job is not to prepare students for something. Our job is to
help students prepare themselves for anything.”

Good or bad, the world is a different place these days. Kids really do need to be
prepared for anything. That becomes the challenge in our world where adults find
themselves busy with life and kids are more interested in their electronics than talking
with the grown-ups. Now more than ever it is important that we take the time to have
real conversations with our youth.

The fix to this really is a simple one: make “conversation time” with children a priority.
Block out some time each week just to talk about current events and real world issues.
Require kids to stop, think, and react to what is going on around them. Exchange
thoughts and ideas. Teach children to be problem solvers by talking through different
situations. Begin with observing actions in the world and help kids articulate what is the
right thing to do in different situations.

Taking the time to have genuine conversations with kids about the happenings around
them will hopefully empower them to make wise decisions when difficult circumstances
arise.

Mrs. Kroll
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What	do	you	see	in	the	figure	above?	Take	a	moment	to	describe	what	you	see?	

What	do	you	notice	first?		The	rectangle?	The	white	space	within	the	rectangle?	The	black	

circle?	Most	people	will	notice	the	black	circle	first.		Keep	this	thought	in	mind	as	it	will	

come	in	handy	later	in	the	article.	

It’s	hard	to	believe	the	new	year	is	just	around	the	corner.		Seems	like	we	were	just	

picking	up	our	German	son	at	the	airport	and	now	we	are	planning	our	Christmas	trip	to	

visit	Karla’s	family	in	Arizona.		We	are	again	hosting	a	foreign	exchange	student	–	Adrian	

from	Germany.		We	did	not	intend	to	host	an	exchange	student	this	year,	but	due	to	COVID	

and	other	circumstances,	exchange	students	were	having	difficulty	getting	placed.	We	had	

the	opportunity	to	host	Arian’s	sister	six	years	ago,	so	the	family	reached	out	to	see	if	we	

could	help	getting	Adrian	a	placement.	Next	thing	we	know,	we	are	back	to	having	a	

student	within	the	E-M	system.	Hosting	an	exchange	student	is	a	great	opportunity	to	share	

what	our	wonderful	country	has	to	offer.	We	learn	so	much	from	these	students	and	so	

often	take	for	granted	the	opportunities	our	great	country	provides	for	us.	Our	only	hope	is	

we	can	provide	a	well-rounded	view	of	life	in	America	and	Adrian	will	get	the	true	

American	experience.	



Let’s	turn	our	focus	back	to	the	figure.		What	did	you	notice	first	and	focus	on?	Most	

people	will	have	noticed	and	focused	on	the	little	black	circle.		But	did	anyone	notice	what	

is	around	that	black	circle?	Did	anyone	notice	all	the	white	space?	

In	life,	as	in	the	figure	above,	we	have	the	tendency	to	focus	on	the	negative	more	

than	the	positive.		We	tend	to	find	the	black	instead	of	the	white.		As	you	look	at	the	figure	

and	notice	the	black	(the	negative)	look	at	how	much	we	are	missing.		Look	at	all	the	

positive	we	are	missing	(the	white	area)	simply	because	we	are	focusing	on	the	little	black	

circle	(the	negative).		Think	about	the	positives	in	life,	the	good	in	people,	the	strengths	that	

we	have.		Think	about	the	good	we	could	do	if	we	focused	more	on	the	positives,	the	

strengths	in	others,	the	white	space.	It	is	time	to	focus	our	attention	and	be	thankful	for	

what	we	have,	to	celebrate	our	positives,	our	successes.		

As	the	holiday	season	continues,	we	each	need	to	celebrate	the	blessings	each	of	us	

has	been	given.		Are	we	happy	with	what	we	have?		Are	we	grateful	for	the	blessings	we	

have	been	given?		Or	are	we	wishing	our	lives	away,	wishing	we	had	more	money,	more	

things,	more	time?	Much	too	often	we	look	at	what	others	have	and	wish	we	had	that	too.		

We	probably	need	to	do	just	the	opposite.		We	should	celebrate	what	we	DO	have!		If	we	

spend	our	time	always	looking	somewhere	else	and	wishing	we	had	what	they	have,	we	

never	truly	see	what	we	have	ourselves.		We	never	celebrate	our	uniqueness,	our	own	

accomplishments,	our	own	treasures.	Focusing	our	attention	on	the	positives	keeps	us	

moving	in	a	positive	direction.		We	have	a	broader	vision	of	what	is	possible	and	can	focus	

on	each	other’s	strengths.	This	helps	us	all	to	move	in	the	same	positive	direction	–	one	that	

will	help	all	involved.		

Celebrating	life’s	little	successes	along	the	way	is	something	we	should	cherish.		

Take	time	this	holiday	season	to	focus	on	that	white	space	–	the	positives.			Take	a	chance	

and	shine	a	light	on	what	is	right.		Make	it	a	point	to	give	unexpectedly	–	a	random	act	of	

kindness.		After	all,	isn’t	that	what	the	holiday	season	is	for?			

Thought	for	the	month:		

A	thankful	heart	is	not	only	the	greatest	virtue,	but	also	the	parent	of	all	other	

virtues.	

Cicero	
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Exeter-Milligan Breakfast Menu for January 2022 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  
       

 
  

 Choice of Main 
Entrée or Cereal 

with Yogurt 
 
 

 
Menus are subject 
to change due to 

unavailability from 
suppliers 

 

5 
Pancakes & 

Sausage Links 

6 
Blueberry Snack’n 
Waffle & Omelet 

7 
Egg, Sausage, & 
Cheese English 

Muffin 

 

 10 
7:50 – Mini French 
Toast & Sausage 

9:00- Mini Waffles 
& Sausage Patty 

 
 

11 
“Uncrustables”  

PB & J Sandwich 
& Omelet 

12 
Egg, Sausage, 

Cheese Croissant 

13 
Eggo Waffles & 
Little Smokies 

14 
Caramel Apple 

Yogurt Parfait & 
Apple Bosco Stick 

 

 

 
 

17 
 

NO SCHOOL 
 
 

18 
Berry Smoothie & 

Bagel with 
Topping Choices 

 

19 
Pancake Power 

Sandwich 

20 
Belgian Waffle & 

Omelet 

21 
Bacon, Egg, and 
Cheese Biscuit 

Sandwich 

 

 24 
Waffle Power 

Sandwich 

25 
Breakfast Pizza 

26 
Triple Berry Yogurt 

Parfait & Cherry 
Frudel 

27 
Dutch Waffle & 
Sausage Patty 

28 
Biscuits & Gravy 

 

 31 
Bacon- 

Grilled Cheese 
Sandwich 
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Exeter-Milligan Schools – January 2022 School Calendar 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       
 

2 3 
No School 

 
 

4 
No School 

Teacher Inservice 
G/B BB @ Odell 
GJV 4:15 (2Q); 
followed by BJV 
(4Q); GV 6:00; 
followed by BV 

 
 

5 
School Resumes 

6 
Coding Club 

7 
G/B BB (H) 
Shelby-RC 

 
FFA Officer’s 
Meeting 2:30 

8 
E-M 9/10 G/B 
BB Tourney 

 
 

9 10 
MUDECAS BB 

 

11 
MUDECAS BB 

12 13 
MUDECAS BB 
JH BB (H) vs 

McCool 
12:45/2:00 

Coding Club 

14 
MUDECAS BB 

 
 

15 
MUDECAS BB 

 
Fairbury Speech 

Meet 

16 
FFA Meeting @ 

Friend - 4pm 
 

17 
No School 

Teacher Inservice 
JH BB @ Cross 

County 4:00/5:15 
FCCLA Meeting 

6:15 

18 
G/BB @ 
Meridian 

 
Pack Partners 

2:45 

19 
I Love Public 
Schools Day 

 
JH BB (H) vs 

Meridian 
12:45/2:00 

20 
G/B BB (H) 

BDS 
Teammates 
Recognition 
Coding Club 

21 22 
CRC G/B BB 

Tourney 
 

CRC JH BB 
Playoffs 

23 24 
CRC G/B BB 

25 
CRC G/B BB 

26 
Lions Eye/Ear 
Checks 8:15am 

Grades K-12 

27 
CRC G/B BB  
JH Boys BB 

(H)Friend 3pm 
Coding Club 

28 
CRC G/B BB 

29 
Mudecas Speech 

30 31 
CRC JH Vocal  
Clinic/Concert 

@Hampton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 CRC Boys & Girls 
Basketball 

Tournament will be 
held at the York City 
Auditorium, except 

on 1/22 the boys will 
play at York College 

 MUDECAS 
Girls & Boy 
Basketball 

Tournament will 
be held in 
Beatrice  
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Exeter-Milligan Lunch Menu for January 2022 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  
       

 
  

Salad Bar is 
offered daily 

 
Menus are subject 
to change due to 

unavailability from 
suppliers 

 

5 
Hot Ham & Cheese 
Sandwich, Potato, 
Vegetable, Fruit 

6 
*Lasagna, Garlic 
Bread, Lettuce 

Salad, Fruit 

7 
Breaded Chicken 
Sandwich, Potato, 
Vegetable, Fruit 

 

 10 
Mac & Cheese, 

Chicken Nuggets, 
Vegetable, Fruit 

 
 

11 
*Tacos (Hard or 
Soft), Lettuce & 
Cheese, Spanish 

Rice, Fruit, Cookie 

12 
Chicken Noodle 

Soup, Grilled 
Cheese, Carrots & 

Celery, Fruit 

13 
*Hamburger Gravy, 

Mashed Potatoes, 
Vegetable, Fruit, 

Dinner Roll 

14 
*Sloppy Joes, 

Potato, Vegetable, 
Fruit 

 

 

 
 

17 
 

NO SCHOOL 
 
 

18 
Chicken Strips, 

Potato, Vegetable, 
Fruit, Southern 
Style Biscuit 

19 
*Hamburger Pizza, 
Lettuce Salad, Fruit, 

Pudding Dessert 

20 
*Beef & Noodles, 
Cinnamon Roll, 
Cheesy Green 
Beans, Fruit 

21 
Pepperoni Bosco 

Sticks, Marinara Cup, 
Vegetable, Fruit, Rice 

Krispie Bar 

 

 24 
Grilled Chicken 

Sandwich, Baked 
Potato, Cheesy 
Broccoli, Fruit 

25 
Rotini, *Meat Sauce 

or Alfredo Sauce, 
Lettuce Salad, Fruit,  

Bread Sticks 

26 
Fiestada, Vegetable, 
Fruit, M & M Bar 

27 
*Hot Beef 

Sandwich, Mashed 
Potatoes & Gravy,  

Corn, Fruit 

28 
Turkey-Bacon-

Cheese Flatbread 
Sandwich, Potato, 
Vegetable, Fruit 

 

 31 
Pizza Sticks, *Meat 
Sauce, Vegetable, 

Fruit, Bar 

 *Denotes Meat 
from the Purple 

Ribbon Meat 
Program 

Turkey 
Sandwiches WILL 

NOT be offered 
2nd semester 
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