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Fairfield Public School District will continually monitor guidance from the CDC, DPHHS, 

Governor’s office of the State of Montana, and the Teton County Health Department.  

 

Historical Perspective Regarding the Fairfield Reopening Process 
 

March 2020 - June 2021 

1. The Fairfield School District was ordered to close to in person instruction on March 15, 

2020, under an executive order issued by then-Governor Bullock. Districts were provided 

a two-week period of time during which they could remain fully closed to instruction of 

any kind while developing a plan for remote instruction required by the Governor. 

a. Although the Fairfield District was authorized to remain closed, we quickly 

mobilized and began remote instruction.  The Fairfield District continued pursuant 

to a reopening plan approved by the Governor beginning March 30, 2020. 

2. On April 22, 2020, then-Governor Bullock lifted his Stay at Home Order, and Announced 

a Plan to Begin Phased Reopening of Montana. As part of that plan, effective May 7, 

2020, all schools were provided the option to return to in-classroom teaching at the 

discretion of local school boards.  

a. The Fairfield District reopened to in classroom teaching on August 24, 2020 and 

has remained open during the entirety of the 2020-21 school year for in-person 

instruction. The only exception during this timeframe was for temporary closures 

of part or all of in classroom teaching pursuant to quarantine or isolation orders 

issued by our county department of health. 

3. Our district developed a plan for reopening to in person instruction, with contingencies, 

and we implemented that plan for the 2020-21 school year. The reopening plan was 

approved by the Fairfield School Board and included the adoption of various model 

policies provided by the Montana School Boards Association under its 1900 Series, 

including model policies aligned with CDC guidance: Montana Outbreak Response 

Protocols: K-12 regarding mitigation strategies to limit exposure to and transmission of 

COVID-19 in school settings. 

4. Our district is finished the 2020-21 school year strong, having provided high quality 

learning opportunities to the students in our community in safe and effective learning 

environments.  

5. We embraced a fundamental principle of providing extensive transparency to our 

community throughout the above timeframe. We publicly noticed, held meetings 

regarding, and provided extensive opportunities for our community to provide us with 

feedback regarding the School District’s plans and we carefully considered such feedback 

in developing and refining the School District’s plans throughout the last 14-15 months.  

 



2021-2022 Planned Reopening Expectations 
 

The Fairfield Public School District has adopted the protocols and procedures in this document 

to govern actions for the duration of the declared public health emergency to ensure the safety 

of staff and students. Administrators, teachers and other Fairfield employees are authorized to 

implement the procedures in coordination with state and local health officials.   

This is a working plan that will be reviewed and revised as necessary to safely navigate the 

upcoming school year. 

  

School District Meetings, Events, and Visitors 
 

Events 

All events may proceed according to current health and safety guidelines.  

  

Visitors and Volunteers 

Visitors and volunteers will be permitted in the school with approval from school 

administration.  Visitors and volunteers will need to check in at either main office. 

  

School Board Meetings  

School Board Meetings will be held in person according to current health and safety guidelines.  

  

Health and Safety 

 

Face Coverings 

Face coverings will be optional for all staff, students, and visitors unless we have a school surge 

of COVID-19 cases.  Face coverings indoors are recommended, but not currently required. 

  

Physical Distancing  

Physical distancing will be observed when appropriate.  

 

Quarantine for Infection and/or Close Contact 

Anyone identified with Covid-19 and/or named as a close contact will be subject to quarantine 

according to current state and county guidelines.   

 

 

 

 

 



Symptoms of Illness and Health Checks 

Students and staff who are ill, feeling ill, diagnosed as ill, and/or otherwise demonstrating 

symptoms of illness including fever, sore throat or coughing, must not come to school or work. 

Any student exhibiting these symptoms at school will be escorted to a designated area until 

such time as parents or caregivers may arrive at the school to retrieve the ill student. All 

surfaces and areas should be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected once the student has vacated 

the area by staff.  

  

Lunch Program  

School lunch will be served in the cafeteria using the current health and safety guidelines unless 

we have a school surge of COVID-19 cases. 

 

Busing 

Students and bus drivers must wear a mask on school buses at all times per Federal Law and 

CDC guidance. 

A driver does not need to wear a mask if they are the only person on the bus. 

  

Class Transition and Lockers 

There will be no face covering requirements during transition time or at student locker common 

areas unless we have a school surge of COVID-19 cases. 

  

Cleaning, Sanitation, and Ventilation 

There will be no face covering requirements on maintenance or custodial duties unless we have 

a school surge of COVID-19 cases.  The Fairfield School District will continue to take active 

and appropriate measures to clean, sanitize and ventilate the facility.  

  

Academic 

  

There will be no restrictions on academic instruction unless we have a school surge of COVID-

19 cases. 

 

Distance Learning 

  

The Fairfield School District will offer an online educational platform for students with special 

circumstances who cannot attend school in person.   

Edgenuity will be the online platform and curriculum used for students in grades 6-12.  


