
 

 

 

 

  

OAKLYN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Shaping Lives for the Future  

 

WEEKLY COMMUNITY UPDATES 

December 17, 2021 

 

Thank you for your continued patience and grace as we focus on the safe return to school this year. There are so many 

positive things to share with our unique school community and we will continue to identify opportunities to celebrate 

student learning and highlight educator practice.  

 

 

WINTER BREAK STARTS NEXT WEEK 

 
 

 
 

Winter Break begins next week. There will be an Early Dismissal on Thursday, December 23rd. All schools will be 

closed beginning Friday, December 24, 2021 and will reopen Monday, January 3, 2022. During this week, students 

will arrive at regularly scheduled times and dismiss according to the following schedule: 

 

• Preschool: 12:15pm 

• Elementary: 12:30pm 

• Middle/High School: 12:35pm 
 

We thank you for your continued patience and grace. This is a unique time in the history of our world, country, state, 

county, and school districts. As we reflect on 2021 during this special time of year, there are so many positive things to 

be thankful for. Despite the uncertainty associated with the pandemic, we continue to celebrate student learning while 

highlighting educator practice. We wish everyone happiness and cheer during the extended break. Please enjoy this 

season safely with your family and friends and we’ll see you in 2022. 
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NURSING/ SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES 

“Children need to be HEALTHY to be EDUCATED and EDUCATED to be HEALTHY” 

 
 

COVID TESTING AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS & STAFF 
 

Collingswood and Oaklyn School Districts have been participating in weekly COVID pool 
testing for students with parent/guardian consent. Parent/guardian consent form: Click Here 
Our collective goal is to keep schools safe and keep schools open. Testing is a critical 
component of our multi-tiered approach to health and safety. Our County and Region are 
currently in HIGH Transmission Status. (See: COVID Activity Report)  
 
To complete registration with your email to receive test results, please scan the QR code 
from the district-approved vendor Inspire Diagnostics.    
 
CLOSE CONTACT AND QUARANTINE IN SCHOOLS. Effective November 15, the CDC updated its guidance on 
close contact and quarantine in K-12 schools (See Infographic)  
 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://5il.co/zvyi
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID%2019%20Report_Week_2021_49.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/K-12-infographic.html


 

 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS

 
 
B&G IS ON THE GO.  Leaf removal is an important safety precaution against slips/trips/falls as well as a preventative 
measure to ensure storm drains remain open. See our team collect leaves from the blacktop area at Garfield.  
 

  
 
 
PRESCHOOL/ EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

 
 
HOLIDAY FUN. This week our preschool coaches visited classrooms across the district for a few guest lessons and 
holiday fun!  Ms. Taylor included movement and music in her class read aloud in Ms. Anderson’s room.  Mr. Trotty 
joined our preschool mascot Pogo in Ms. Hoffman’s room for a lesson on big emotions. Ms. McCall enjoys a few treats 
as she helped Sharp preschoolers decorate their gingerbread houses.  Our kiddos and staff are so grateful to have 
such a great team! 
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OAKLYN SCHOOL 

 
Mr. McCarty and Mrs. Capriotti’s 2nd Grade classes studied the definition of community and enjoyed learning about 

how members of a community can help each other.  They also read the book Try a Little Kindness. The students 

discussed how important people are to each other and thought it would be a great idea to send some kind messages 

to others.  They decided to make holiday cards for the Oaklyn Food Bank.  The cards will be included in the food boxes 

this month in order to help spread a little holiday cheer to some of their own community members.  

 

   
  

   
 

 

COUNSELING/ COLLEGE READINESS

 
 

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES ARE ROLLING IN 

 

We’ve got more college acceptances coming in. 

Please follow @collscounseling on Twitter and 

Instagram for weekly updates. 
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JOB FAIR UPDATE 

The Collingswood School District hosted a Job Fair for 
the Just Kids Before & After Care Program at the CHS 
Café on December 7th. There was a great turnout for the 
hiring event. 30-35 students came out to complete or 
begin the application process. The Just Kids recruiter has 
begun processing and hope to offer positions to as many 
students as possible. Some of the students have already 
started the training program and additional students will 
begin in January. Special thanks to District Supervisor of 
Counseling Tracey Taylor for supporting our students.  

 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION & RELATED SERVICES

 

SUPPORTING HAND FUNCTION DURING THE BREAK. Tis the season to be jolly ... and creative. This time of year, 
many families tend to spend more time working together on crafts, baking, and of course decorating. This is the perfect 
time to work on developing fine motor skills! Whenever possible, consider encouraging the following skills and aspects 
of hand function: 
 

• Pincer grasp- thumb and pointer pinching. For example: Add chocolate chips to your cookies, one at a time, 

using a pincer grasp to pick up and place them into the cookie dough. 

• Isolated finger movements- each finger can be used separately from the other fingers. For example: After 

you have added the chocolate chips, each finger (with the other fingers tucked into the palm) must now take 

turns pointing and then pushing each chip into the dough. 

• Cupping the palm of the hand- positioning your palm into a rounded bowl shape. For example: Hold several 

chocolate chips at once by cupping them into the palm of your hand. 

• Sprinkling- using a pincer grasp to pick up fine substances and spread  them across the top of a surface. For 

example: Using one hand to cup sugar crystals, take your other hand and pick up a few crystals in a pincer 

grasp and now sprinkle them across the top of the cookies. 

• Strengthening- scissor use and more scissor use. Using scissors with parental supervision is one of the 

easiest and most effective ways to build strength in the palm and fingers. With this added strength, your child 

will be able to perform all of the above functions with greater ease. There are dozens of ideas online. For 

example: Make a picture collage by cutting out triangles to make trees, squares to make presents, and circles 

to make ornaments.  

 
If your child is easily cutting through regular copy paper, consider thicker types of paper to increase the challenge. 
Copy paper is very thin. Construction paper is a little thicker. Cardstock is a lot thicker. Cereal cardboard is the thickest. 
As the paper thickens, more muscle is required to cut it. Whatever you do over this Winter Break, please enjoy this time 
with family.  
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COLLINGSWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL

 

CELEBRATING THE 1st MARKING PERIOD. On December 14th, twenty-nine CMS students were honored as 
nominees for Panther of the First Marking Period. The CMS Staff along with the nominees’ families and special guests 
came together to celebrate these outstanding students.  To earn a nomination, students demonstrated noteworthy 
characteristics of: Growth Mindset, Empathy, Grit, Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, and 
Citizenship.  

The honorees received a certificate of recognition, the actual nomination form which included a brief explanation to 
clarify the reason for the nomination, as well as a #PantherPride facemask (created by the CMS Design Club) in 
acknowledgement of their efforts.  CMS would like to extend our congratulations and gratitude to these awesome young 
men and women for being great representatives of our school and for making such a positive impact.  
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COLLINGSWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTION. On Wednesday, December 8th, Collingswood High School held its annual 

National Honor Society induction ceremony (NHS).  Congratulations to both our current and newly inducted NHS 

members!  Students inducted into the National Honor Society demonstrate excellent achievement in scholarship, 

service, leadership, and character.  Thank you to NHS advisor Mrs. Winkler for her efforts in organizing the ceremony 

and her work throughout the year with our Collingswood Honor Society students.   

 

 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S NOTE 

 
 

 
 

I HAVE A QUESTION, WHO SHOULD I CONTACT? 
 

In an effort to be responsive to the needs of students and their families, we wanted to provide contact information to the community. Please 

refer to the list below to address all questions or concerns to the appropriate staff member or administrator.  

  

Teachers: The primary point of contact for questions or concerns related to your child’s school is their classroom teacher. Our educators are 

standing by to address the ongoing learning needs of all students. 

  

Principals: Please direct unresolved questions or concerns related to your child’s school to the appropriate building leader. 

  

School Building Leader Email Phone 

Preschool/ Early Childhood Center Ms. Jennifer Johnson-Floyd jfloyd@collsk12.org 856.833.5291 

Oaklyn School Ms. Jennifer Boulden jboulden@oaklynschool.org 856.858.0335 

Collingswood Middle School Dr. Jack McMullin jmcmullin@collsk12.org 856.962.5702 

Collingswood High School Mr. Matt Genna mgenna@collsk12.org 856.962.5701 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
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Special Education Services: If your child already has an IEP, please contact your child's Child Study Team Case Manager. If your child is a 

participant of the 18-21 Program, please contact Mr. Joe Gurcsik, Supervisor of Special Education – jgurcsik@collsk12.org.  If you have 

questions regarding special education services in the district, please contact Dr. Elizabeth Whitehouse, District Supervisor of Special Services 

- ewhitehouse@collsk12.org. 

 

District Data and Performance: If you have questions regarding the district’s data collection practices or assessment information, please 

contact Mr. Winsor Yamamoto, District Supervisor of Performance - wyamamoto@collsk12.org.  

 

District Academics/ Curriculum & Instruction: If you have questions regarding curriculum and instruction offered at the district level, please 

contact Ms. Jen McPartland, Assistant Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer - jmcpartland@collsk12.org. 
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