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INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM 

Philosophy 

The Goals and Objectives of U.S.D. #376 

We live in a small world. 

Twentieth century communication and transportation have brought the world to 
us and allowed us the opportunity to go out to the world.  The wealth of new 
ideas, values, and customs of other peoples should permeate our classrooms. 
The talents of the human mind are not limited to any one group of people -- 
talents must be shared and appreciated the world over.  Potentially we have this 
capacity to share. 

We live in a wealthy country. 

Our wealth cannot be limited to material possessions alone -- there is a deeper 
meaning.  We must have heart -- a heart that is sensitive to the suffering, to the 
prejudice, to injustice, and a heart that stimulates the mind to think and then to 
take appropriate action. 

We live in an age when it is easy for a person to lose their identity. 

This must not happen.  We want students to realize their potential -- mental and 
physical -- and then develop toward that level.  A student’s mental potential 
levels when they stop questioning. 

We live in a beautiful world. 

The student must be made aware of and sensitive to the beauty that exists in 
many different mediums and at different levels and places. 

We live in an age of change. 

It is unrealistic to try to learn the myriad number of facts in any field, not only 
because of the number, but because many of these facts will be changed or 
forgotten with a year’s time.  Rather, it is relevant to teach how to attack a 
problem (or a hypothesis).  In short, we must teach students how to test; how to 
evaluate. 





Instructional Program - Philosophy 

GOAL 1: The board shall work toward providing for all students of the district 
continuous and successful acquisition of skills, knowledge and attitudes, which 
are appropriate and conducive to individual personal growth and development 
necessary for a productive and satisfying life in a changing society.     

GOAL 2: The board, recognizing disparity of educational opportunity 
afforded various segments of the population, will attempt to provide programs 
specific to the needs of all students. 

GOAL 3: The board shall provide for the accomplishment of their educational 
goals by continued emphasis on the improvement of staff, curriculum and 
facilities. 

GOAL 4: The board will continue to emphasize the importance of developing 
the educational management capabilities needed to provide meaningful 
information and effective administration. 

SUB-GOALS:  The board has formulated the following sub-goals so as to 
present situations in which actual growth and achievement can be attained. 

 To develop awareness in each student of their worthiness and that
they are the purpose for which the school exists.

 To promote personal achievement in each student so that they can
develop a worthwhile self-concept.

 To learn to express ideas clearly, distinctly, and precisely for effective
communication.

 To provide basic skills to solve problems in everyday living.

 To teach accepted ethical standards.

 To create an awareness of the students place and roll in history.

 To provide each student with a knowledge and appreciation of
American heritage to influence civic and social responsibilities and to
stimulate interest in world affairs.

 To teach respect for the dignity and rights of all people.



Philosophy Sub-Goals 

 To help the student cultivate an aesthetic sense for beauty -- natural
and man-made.

 To stimulate involvement in activities leading to physical fitness and
good personal health habits.

 To provide experiences in which each student is allowed to think and
work creatively.

The board wants to encourage the faculty and staff to develop objectives for their 
individual classes and activities that will lead to the attainment of the district 
goals and sub-goals. 

Approved:   February 10, 1992 



IA Philosophy 

The board of education realizes that individuals live in a complex society.  The 
board is hopeful that each student, in addition to the more academic 
preparations provided by the public schools, will have the opportunity for basic 
training in desirable moral and ethical values in preparation for assuming a 
useful role in society. 

It is understood that all students will not learn all things equally well.  But all 
should have an equal opportunity in the pursuit of the educational acquisition. 
The board of education will attempt to balance its program to provide for the 
varied needs and interests of the student in its schools.  The board accepts the 
premise that the student is the center of the school curriculum and that the 
instructional program should be tailored to fit a child-centered program of 
education. 

The board of education views that educational process as a comprehensive 
program which must be undertaken in cooperation with other institutions of our 
society and will seek to establish and maintain strong ties with parents and 
community programs. 

Approved:  November 12, 2001 

IAA Academic Freedom 

Academic freedom shall be guaranteed to students.  No arbitrary limitations shall 
be placed by teachers upon study, investigation, presentation and interpretation 
of facts and ideas concerning man, human society, the physical and biological 
world and other branches of learning when pursued in accordance with board 
policy, rules and regulations and administrative approval. 

Approved:  November 12, 2001 



IB School Site Councils 

A site council shall be established in each district building.  Each council shall be 
responsible for providing advice and counsel for evaluating state, school district, 
and school site performance goals and objectives and in recommending 
methods which may be employed at the school site to meet these goals and 
objectives.  Discussions may include allocations of the school budget and 
administrative and management functions. 

The membership of each council shall include, at a minimum, the building 
principal, and representatives of: teachers and other school personnel, parents 
of pupils attending the school, the business community, and community leaders. 

Each principal shall submit, for the board’s consideration, names of individuals to 
be considered for appointment to the site council.  The board shall appoint site 
council members. 

Each site council shall establish meeting schedules that shall be subject to board 
approval.  Each council shall report to the board annually.   

Approved:   11/9/92;  July 12, 2004; 8/11/14 



IB-R School Site Councils 

The principal in each building shall submit suggested names of individuals to be 
named to a council for the board’s consideration. 

The board shall appoint the site councils. 

Each council shall study the school’s internal and external environment, 
including, but not limited to: 

 Student learning outcomes using state and local testing information

 Student behavior patterns

 Effective instructional practices used in the schools

 School climate and student attitude towards instruction

 Parent and community involvement and attitudes

 Staff development programs and their relationship to student learning

 Working with other education groups, each council may help develop and
evaluate school improvement plans that contain the following components:

 A plan for school improvement

 Improvement plan outcomes based on school profile data

 Evaluation methods to determine progress towards outcomes

 Methods to report progress to the board, the public and the State
Board as required

 A monitoring system to meet State Board requirements for an audit

Each site council shall establish, subject to board approval, when, where, and 
the minimum number of meetings that are to be held. 

Each council shall report to the board at least once a year.  The superintendent 
shall submit reports, which evaluate the effectiveness of each school site council 
to the State Board of Education as required.  The board shall review the reports 
before submission to the state. 

Approved:   November 9, 1992 



IC Educational Program (See ID, IDAA, IDAB, IDAC and IJ) 

The academic program shall assist students to grow intellectually, to master the 
curriculum objectives, and to prepare for further education or training.  The board 
shall consider the district's basic educational program each year.  And, when 
approved, the program shall constitute the district's basic curriculum. 

Curricular Offerings 

An outline of each curricular offering and the learning objectives to be 
mastered shall be developed. When approved by the board, they shall become a 
part of these policies and rules by reference. 

Educational Goals and Objectives 

District educational goals and curriculum objectives for the basic educational 
program shall be on file in the district office, and available for inspection upon 
request. 

Additional Educational Programs 

Additional educational programs shall be in one of the following categories: 

Special Programs (IDAA), Support Programs (IDAB) and Exceptional Programs 
(IDAC). 

Approved:   5/14/90; July 12, 2010, 8/10/20 



ICA Pilot Projects 

The board supports the use of pilot projects before any new instructional 
technique is implemented on a district-wide basis. 

Pilot project means any research or experimentation program or project 
designed to explore or develop new, unproven teaching methods or techniques. 
All instructional materials, including teacher’s manuals, audio/visual materials or 
other supplementary instructional material to be used in connection with a pilot 
project shall be available for inspection by the parents or guardians of students 
engaged in such program or project. 

Pilot Project Evaluation - Before any pilot project proposal is submitted to the 
board for approval, an evaluation format shall be developed and included with 
the pilot project. 

Student Surveys – Except as provided in board policy IDEA with regard to 
surveys about a student’s or the student’s parents’ or guardians’ personal beliefs 
or practices on issues such as sex, family life, morality, or religion, any 
instrument designed to survey students, either by district staff or by an outside 
agency or individual, shall be made available for inspection by parents or 
guardians before the survey is administered. 

Approved:  November 12, 2001; 8/11/14 

ICD-R Pilot Projects 

The superintendent or designated representative is encouraged to investigate 
the availability of outside funds to be used in financing any pilot project in the 
district. 

Approved:   5/14/90; August 11, 2003 



ICAA Teaching Methods (GRBC, ICA, IDEA, II and IJ) 

Use of current research findings to improve instruction is required as a part of the 
district’s school improvement efforts.  Staff development programs will be 
designed to help teachers learn research0based instructional skills and to apply 
them in daily instruction. 

Approved:   July 12, 2010 



ICF Curriculum Adoption 

No course of study shall be eliminated or added without approval of the board 
nor shall any basic alteration or reduction of a course of study be made without 
such approval. 

Approved:   November 12, 2001 

ICF-R Curriculum Adoption 

Professional personnel shall submit plans for changes in the curriculum to the 
appropriate committee for study, and any recommendations of said committee 
should be presented to the superintendent, who will present the 
recommendations to the board for possible action. 

Approved:   May 14, 1990 



ID Instructional Program (See BBG, CJ, CL, IC and IJ) 

All certified staff shall cooperatively develop and integrated, comprehensive, 
performance-oriented preK-12 Instructional Program, which will be composed of 
the specific courses and programs offered that allow students to meet the goals 
and objectives set forth in the educational program.  The instructional program is 
to include district instructional goals and learning objectives and be based on 
valid educational research and current State Board of Education requirements.  
After board of education approval, district instructional goals and learning 
objectives shall be used by the staff as the basis for developing and 
implementing specific curricula.  The superintendent shall develop a schedule for 
periodic curriculum reviews. 

Modification – Additions, deletions or alterations to the Instructional Program 
shall be approved by the Board. 

 Personnel – Outside resources and district personnel may be used in curriculum 
development. 

Financial Resources – The board encourages the superintendent to secure 
federal, state and private grants, or other alternative funding sources for use 
curriculum development. The certified staff is encouraged to use available 
commercial, public domain and community resources to assist in developing the 
instructional program and extending it beyond the traditional classroom setting. 

Evaluation – See IJ 

Approved:  July 12, 2010 

IDAA  Special Programs (see AEB, IC, and JJ)

 In addition to the educational program, the district shall provide programs to meet special 
needs. These programs shall be outlined in the approproate handbooks or other documents 
following board review and approval.

Partnerships/Work-Study Program
 The board may approve partnership/work-study programs with business and/or 
educational institutiions for the purpose of improving and/or expanding the quality of curricular 
offerings and may approve opportunities for partnership organizations to assist with specified 
programs. A periodic review of the partnership's goals and objectives shall be conducted.

Approved: 7/12/2021



 IDAB Support Programs 

In addition to the basic programs approved by the board, the district shall provide 
student support programs.  Support program information approved by the board 
shall be filed with the clerk and made available to staff as needed. 

Drug Education 

All students shall be made aware of the legal, social and health consequences of 
drug and alcohol use.  Students shall be instructed on effective techniques for 
resisting peer pressure to use illicit drugs or alcohol.  Students shall be informed 
that the use of illicit drugs and the unlawful possession and use of alcohol is both 
wrong and harmful. 

The board’s comprehensive drug and alcohol abuse and prevention program 
shall be included as part of the district’s curriculum.  The curriculum at each 
grade level shall be age-appropriate and developmentally based. 

A student who voluntarily seeks assistance, advise or counseling from school 
personnel regarding drugs or drug abuse shall not be disciplined by school 
authorities solely on the basis of seeking assistance. 

Student Mental Health 

Appropriate mental health awareness and suicide prevention programs shall be 
initiated and continued in the district. 

The superintendent shall develop and implement a student mental health 
awareness program.  If professionals necessary to carry out this program are not 
available within the school system, the superintendent shall identify community 
or area mental health agencies able to provide the necessary assistance and 
seek to establish a continuing cooperative relationship with the appropriate 
agencies. 



IDAB  Support Programs 

Dropout Prevention 

The programs to prevent students from dropping out of school, or the encourage 
dropouts to return to school shall be as follows: 

1. Creation of activity period.  Twice a week teachers meet with a small group of
students to work on academics.  The staff member is to assist students not
only in the area of academics, but any socialization difficulties they may be
having at school.

2. Counselor/Parent/Student conferences.  Early conferences are scheduled for
students that are having academic difficulties in the first grading period.

3. Parent/Teacher conferences.  Conferences will be scheduled after the first
grading period so parents know the student’s weaknesses and how they can
work to improve.

4. Project STAY.  This is a program to help students that are having difficulty
with truancy.  It will work with the student and their family to help improve
their attendance rate.

The staff shall incorporate the philosophy and goals of this policy into the 
school’s programs. 

At-Risk Students 

The superintendent shall be responsible for developing a program for identifying 
and working with at-risk students. 

Guidance 

The guidance program shall be organized to meet the needs, interests and 
abilities of all students. 

Counselor(s) shall perform guidance services consistent with district philosophy, 
job descriptions and board policies. 



IDAB  Support Programs 

Homebound Instruction 

If a child is unable to attend school because of lengthy illness or injury, 
homebound instruction may be provided if:  the parent makes the request for 
homebound instruction and the family physician recommends homebound 
instruction in writing.   

The principal shall be responsible for obtaining a teacher for the student.  When 
appropriate, the director of special education is responsible for filing the 
necessary papers with the Division of Special Education, State Board of 
Education. 

Approved:  December 7, 1998 



IDACA Special Education Services IDACA 

In accordance with the provisions of Federal and state law, it is the policy of this 
district to provide a free appropriate public education for every exceptional child 
(as defined by K.S.A. 72-3404) who is a resident of this district or attends a 
private or parochial school located in this district.  Special education services are 
provided for such children, including individual educational programs offered in 
the least restrictive environment. 

Child Find, Identification, and Eligibility 

The district shall coordinate and maintain a system which schedules and 
structures available services for pupils who are referred to determine eligibility for 
special education services in accordance with procedural processes established 
in Federal and state law. 

Actions and Due Process for Students 

Parental involvement and cooperation is important to the success of these 
educational programs.  In order to encourage the involvement and cooperation 
of parents in special education services and to safeguard the rights of 
exceptional children to a free appropriate public education, the board utilizes and 
refers parents to the “Procedural Safeguards in Parent Rights in Special 
Education” published by the Kansas State Department of Education.   

In the provision of special education and related services, the district will 
implement all Federal and Kansas statutes, rules, and regulations. 

Approved:  August 11, 2014; 8/13/18 



IDACB Section 504 Accommodations for Students IDACB 

In accordance with the provisions of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Title II of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, the district is committed to providing students 
with disabilities the opportunity to participate in and benefit from its programs and 
activities.  Accordingly, the district will make reasonable modifications to its 
programs and activities to accommodate otherwise qualified students with 
disabilities, unless such modifications would impose an undue burden on the 
operation of the particular program or activity or would fundamentally alter the 
nature or purpose of the program or activity.  No district board member, 
employee, or contractor shall retaliate against any person because of his or her 
exercise of rights under Section 504. 

Approved:  August 11, 2014



IDAD Title I Programs 

The board shall ensure the district's Title I programs operate in accordance with 
federal laws and conditions.  The superintendent is responsible for administering 
the district's Title I program; assessing the educational needs of all students, 
particularly the needs of educationally disadvantaged children; developing 
appropriate communication channels between all parties; to the extent 
practicable, providing full opportunities for the participation of 
parents/guardians with limited English proficiency, parents/guardians with 
disabilities, and parents/guardians of migrant children, including providing 
information and school reports required under federal law in a format and 
language such parents/guardians can understand; developing in-service training 
for parents and staff; and developing appropriate evaluation procedures. 

Annual Parent Meeting 

The board shall designate at least one meeting date each school year to provide 
parents of Title I students an opportunity to meet with school personnel in order 
to participate in the design and implementation of the Title I program. 

Approved:  August 11, 2003; 5/11/15 



IDAE  Student Privacy Policy  (See BCBK, ICA, ICAA, II, and JR et seq.) 

The superintendent, the board and staff shall protect the right of privacy of 
students and their families in connection with any surveys or physical 
examinations conducted, assisted, or authorized by the board or administration. 
The district shall annually provide parents notice of their rights under the 
Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment and the Student Data Privacy Act, at the 
beginning of each school year, and at any other time the school district policies 
in the area are substantially changed.   

Student Data Restrictions 

Any student data submitted to and maintained by a statewide longitudinal 
student data system shall only be disclosed in accordance with the Student Data 
Privacy Act.  Disclosure of all other student data or student record information 
maintained is governed by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(“FERPA”). 

Annual written notice presented to parents and legal guardians of district 
students shall: 1) require parent or guardian’s signature; and 2) shall state 
student data submitted to and maintained by a statewide longitudinal data 
system only be disclosed as follows. 

Student data may be disclosed to: 

-The authorized personnel of an educational agency or the state board of
regents who require disclosures to perform assigned duties; and
-The student and the parent or legal guardian of the student, provided the data
pertains solely to the student.

Student data may be disclosed to authorized personnel of any state agency, or 
to a service provider of a state agency, educational agency, or school  
performing instruction, assessment, or longitudinal reporting, provided a data-
sharing agreement between the educational agency and other state agency or 
service provider provides the following: 

-purpose, scope, and duration of the data-sharing agreement;
-recipient of student data use such information solely for the purposes
specified in agreement;

-recipient shall comply with data access, use, and security restrictions
specifically described in agreement; and

-student data shall be destroyed when no longer necessary for purposes
of the data-sharing agreement or upon expiration of the agreement,
whichever occurs first.

*A service provider engaged to perform a function of instruction may be allowed
to retain student transcripts as required by applicable laws and rules and



IDAE  Student Privacy Policy  IDAE-2 

regulations. Destruction shall comply with the NISTSP800-88 standards of data 
destruction. 

Unless an adult student or parent or guardian of a minor student provides written 
consent to disclose personally identifiable student data, student data may only 
be disclosed to a governmental entity not specified above or any public or private 
audit and evaluation or research organization if the data is aggregate data.  
“Aggregate data” means data collected or reported at the group, cohort, or 
institutional level and which contains no personally identifiable student data.   

The district may disclose: 

-Student directory information when necessary and the student’s parent or legal
guardian has consented in writing;
-directory information to an enhancement vendor providing  photography
services, class ring services, yearbook publishing services, memorabilia
services, or similar services;
-any information requiring disclosure pursuant to state statutes;
-student data pursuant to any lawful subpoena or court order directing such
disclosure; and
-student data to a public or private postsecondary educational institution for
purposes of application or admission of a student to such postsecondary
educational institution with the student’s written consent.

Student Data Security Breach 

If there is a security breach or unauthorized disclosure of student data or 
personally identifiable information of any student submitted to or maintained on a 
statewide student longitudinal data system, each affected student or the parent 
or legal guardian of the student, if a minor, shall be immediately notified, and an 
investigation into the causes and consequences of the breach or unauthorized 
disclosure will be conducted. 

Biometric Data 

The district shall not collect biometric data from a student or use any device or 
mechanism to assess a student’s physiological or emotional state, unless the 
adult student or the parent or legal guardian of the minor student consents in 
writing.  “Biometric data” includes measurable biological or behavioral 
characteristics that can be used for automated recognition of an  
individual, such as fingerprints, retina and iris patterns, voiceprints, DNA 
sequence, facial characteristics, and handwriting. 

Nothing in this policy shall prohibit the collection of audio voice recordings, facial 
expression information, and student handwriting for:  



IDAE  Student Privacy Policy  IDAE-3 

-provision of counseling or psychological services,
-conducting student threat assessments,
-completing student disciplinary investigations or hearings, or
-conducting child abuse investigations.

Select Student Surveys 

No test, questionnaire, survey, or examination containing any questions about a 
student’s or the student’s parents’ or guardians’ personal beliefs or practices on 
issues such as sex, family life, morality, or religion shall be administered to any 
student unless: 

-the parent or guardian is notified in writing; and
-the parent or guardian of the student gives written permission for the
student to participate.

Nothing shall prohibit school counselors from providing counseling services, 
including the administration of tests and forms as part of student counseling 
services.  Any information obtained through such tests or counseling services 
shall not be stored on any personal mobile electronic device which is not owned 
by the school district.  Storage of such information on personal laptops, tablets, 
phones, flash drives, external hard drives, or virtual servers not owned by the 
district is prohibited. 

Students may be questioned: 

-in the provision of psychological services,
-conducting of student threat assessments,
-completing student disciplinary investigations or hearings, or
-conducting child abuse investigations.

Collection of such information in these limited circumstances is permitted without 
prior written consent of the parent, guardian, or adult student. 

Approved:  August 11, 2003; 8/11/14; 8/8/16 



Annual Notice of Authorized Student Data Disclosures 

In accordance with the Student Data Privacy Act and board policy IDAE, student 
data submitted to or maintained in a statewide longitudinal data system may only 
be disclosed as follows.  Such data may be disclosed to: 

- The authorized personnel of an educational agency or the state board of
regents who require disclosures to perform assigned duties; and

- The student and the parent or legal guardian of the student, provided the
data pertains solely to the student.

Student data may be disclosed to authorized personnel of any state agency, or 
to a service provider of a state agency, educational agency, or school performing 
instruction, assessment, or longitudinal reporting, provided a data-sharing 
agreement between the educational agency and other state agency or service 
provider provides the following: 

- purpose, scope and duration of the data-sharing agreement;

- recipient of student data use such information solely for the purposes
specified in agreement;

- recipient shall comply with data access, use, and security restrictions
specifically described in agreement; and

- student data shall be destroyed when no longer necessary for purposes of
the data-sharing agreement or upon expiration of the agreement,
whichever occurs first.

*A service provider engaged to perform a function of instruction may be
allowed to retain student transcripts as required by applicable laws and
rules and regulations.

Unless an adult student or parent or guardian of a minor student provides written 
consent to disclose personally identifiable student data, student data may only 
be disclosed to a governmental entity not specified above or any public or private 
audit and evaluation or research organization if the data is aggregate data.  
“Aggregate data” means data collected or reported at the group, cohort, or 
institutional level and which contains no personally identifiable student data.   

 The district may disclose: 

- Student directory information when necessary and the student’s parent or
legal guardian has consented in writing;



- directory information to an enhancement vendor providing photography
services, class ring services, yearbook publishing services, memorabilia
services, or similar services;

- any information requiring disclosure pursuant to state statutes; student
data pursuant to any lawful subpoena or court order directing such
disclosure; and

- student data to a public or private postsecondary educational institution
for purposes of application or admission of a student to such
postsecondary educational institution with the student’s written consent.

As the parent or legal guardian of [name of student(s)], I acknowledge that I 

have been provided with notice of authorized student data disclosures 

under the Student Data Privacy Act. 

____________________________________ _________________ 
Parent Signature    Date 



IDBB Drug Education 

The professional staff will develop a program outlining the effects of drugs to be 
used throughout the curriculum.  The use by the professional staff of resource 
materials developed by local, state and federal agencies is encouraged.  School 
authorities will not discipline any student who seeks assistance, advice or 
counseling from school personnel regarding drugs or drug abuse. 

Approved:  November 12, 2001 

IDBB-R Drug Education 

Unified School District No. 376 recognizes the responsibility of including in its 
curriculum a continuing plan of instruction concerning the use and misuse of 
drugs in their various forms.  Assuming that much depends on the mental health 
and positive self-concept of the individual and the community, a program shall be 
in existence to foster and enhance the development of good health, character 
and personality of the school community.  In addition, appropriate classes may 
be designated to offer special instruction, displays, speakers, units, films or any 
appropriate method that will contribute to a better understanding of drugs and 
the individual. 

Handling of Drug Incidents in the Schools 

Realizing the complexities and the need to resolve all incidents as tactfully and 
effectively as possible, the board suggests the following guidelines: 

 Inform the appropriate member of the administrative staff

 Give first consideration to the safety and health of the individual

 Discuss the problem with the individual(s) and consider parental involvement

 Involve the police in cases where the need is apparent

 Do not make or give any judgments about drugs

 Treat drugs in excess of one day’s dosage as possible misuse with the
exception of prescription drugs that have school approval

 Document the facts concerning the situation

Approved:  November 12, 2001 



IDCE  College Classes ( See JBE) 
 
With parental permission, eligible students who can complete graduation 
requirements as prescribed by the board are eligible to be released from school 
during the regular school day to attend classes at a Regent’s university, 
community college, technical college, vocational educational school or 
Washburn University. 
 
Concurrent Enrollment – A student enrolled in grades 10, 11 or 12, or a gifted 
child in grades 9 through 12 who has demonstrated the ability to benefit from 
participation in the regular curricula of eligible postsecondary education 
institutions, may apply to the principal for permission to enroll at an eligible 
postsecondary education institutions. 
  
The district may enter into an agreement with the college for purposes of 
allowing these students to receive dual credit. 
 
Approved:  7/12/04; 8/14/06; August 11, 2008     

 



 

 

IDE  Co-Curricular Activities    (Cf. JH)  
 
The board of education encourages the development of co-curricular activities 
compatible with these policies. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 

 



IDEA  Extra-Curricular Activities 
 
In the event a coach or sponsor is unable to perform their extra-curricular duties, 
the district administration may use a district employee as a substitute.  This 
action must meet KSHSAA policy guidelines. 
 
As per KSKSAA policy, in the area of debate and forensics, parents that are pre-
approved by district administration may serve as unpaid sponsors. 
 
Approved:   November 9, 1998 
 
 

IDEA-R Extra-Curricular Activities 
 
When an employee of USD #376 serves as a substitute for the regular sponsor 
or coach of an extra-curricular activity they shall be compensated according to 
the following formula.   
 
Pay will be based on the district substitute pay. 
 
Length of duty 
  0-4 hours ½ daily substitute pay 
  4-8 hours substitute pay 
  >8 hours extended substitute pay 
 
Approved:   November 9, 1998 



 

IDF  Interscholastic Activities 
 
The board of education encourages the development of a well-rounded program 
administered by these policies generally, by rules approved by the Kansas State 
High School Activities Association and consonant with budget limitations or other 
restrictions of the school district. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 
  
 

IDFA  Athletics 
 
The board of education encourages the development of a well-rounded athletic 
program administered by these policies generally, by rules approved by the 
Kansas State High School Activities Association and consonant with budget 
limitations or other restrictions of the school district. 
 
Philosophy of Athletics 
 
The purpose of athletics in USD 376 is to provide, within the framework of the 
educational program, activities that will aid in the development and education of 
the individual.  Through experiences in competitive athletics we hope to develop 
the qualities of endurance; social growth; emotional maturity; perseverance; 
honesty; competitive spirit; physical skills; health; and respect for opponents, 
officials, and rules of the contest.  The athletic program will provide common 
interest events for the student body at large. 
 
Students are encouraged to participate to the maximum of their ability and are 
protected in their efforts through physical examinations, adequate protective 
equipment, adequate training schedules, and the personal interest and attention 
of the coaching staff.  The athletic program in USD 376 will be made available to 
all who wish to try-out irrespective of sex, physical endowment, developed skills, 
or natural aptitude.  Within the framework of the program the opportunity to 
participate will be provided. 
 
Athletic practice for competition shall not be conducted during the school day, 
and practice shall not be counted for credit or as a part of the school term.  
Athletic practice shall not be offered as a physical education class or be counted 
for credit. 
 
Approved:  10/12/98;  August 11, 2003 

 



 

IDG  Adult Education Program 
 
Teachers may be provided for adult education courses at hourly rates 
determined by the superintendent and approved by the board of education. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 

 

 

IE  Instructional Arrangements 
 
Each building principal shall organize the building for instructional purposes in a 
manner compatible with these policies/rules generally and in cooperation with 
the superintendent or designated representative. 
 
Approved: 
 
 

IEB  Charter Schools 
 
The board may consider a petition for the creation of a charter school if the 
petition meets all requirements of current law and regulations. 
 
If a petition is denied, the board shall follow applicable provisions of current law. 
 
Approved:  July 12, 2004 
 
 

IEC  Class Size 
 
Student-teacher ratios in the district will be determined by class enrollment, 
teacher availability, budget limitations and facility utilization and shall not be 
subject to negotiations. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 



 

IED  Scheduling for Instruction 
 
Class schedules will be developed each year in accordance with the needs of 
the students and these policies generally. 
 
Students will be enrolled in classes that conform to the master class schedule. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 

 

 

IED-R  Scheduling for Instruction 
   
Grades 9-11 will conduct pre-enrollment activities in the spring of each year.  
The administrative team will develop and coordinate pre-enrollment activities 
each year in such a manner as not to disrupt the education process of any 
student for prolonged periods of time. 
 
The building principal and counselor will make every attempt to schedule 
students in the classes desired by the students. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 
 



IF  Instructional Resources 
 
Instructional Services - The board recommends the use of all instructional 
services available to the school district. 
 
Teacher Aides - The board, upon administrative recommendation, may approve 
the use of teacher aides. 
 
Resource Teachers - The board, upon administrative recommendations, may 
approve the utilization of resource persons who are available in the community. 
 
Textbook Selection and Adoption - The board will adopt all textbooks used in the 
district. 
 
It is the policy of the board of education to provide educational materials and 
equipment that support and enrich the curriculum and further the achievement of 
the district’s instructional goals. 
 
The selection of textbooks, supplementary books and reference books is an 
ongoing process in order to keep up with the great expansion of knowledge and 
rapid changes going on in our world today. 
 
Insofar as possible, all textbooks should present balanced views concerning the 
international, national and local issues and problems of our times. 

 
Textbooks should provide the following: 
 

 materials to stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation, 
aesthetic values and ethical standards.  
 

 materials that will help students develop abilities in critical thinking and 
reading. 
 

 materials that will develop and foster an appreciation of American cultural 
diversity and development. 
 

 an effective basic education for all students. 
 

 sufficient flexibility for meeting the special needs of individuals and groups. 



IF  Instructional Resources 
 
The superintendent will develop administrative rules outlining a procedure to 
select textbooks that meet the above criteria.  This process shall include: 
 

  A review of available material by professional staff members. 
 

  The opportunity for review of those materials recommended by staff by other 
interested citizens in the district. 
 
The board, by law, reserves the right to make the final textbook selection 
decision; however, prior to final adoption, the recommendations resulting from 
each review will be given thorough consideration. 
 
Any citizen who objects to the final selection made by the board should follow the 
procedures outlined in the board’s policy on PUBLIC COMPLAINTS ABOUT 
THE CURRICULUM OR INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS.  (Cf. KN) 
                                                                            
Use of Textbooks - The use of textbooks as the sole resource tool in the 
classroom is discouraged.  The teachers are encouraged to develop, use and 
maintain a relevant and up-to-date core of resource materials in the classroom. 
 
Approved:   May 14, 1990 

 

 

IF-R  Instructional Resources 
 
Classroom and Clerical Aides 
 
General clerical assistance will be provided in buildings as deemed feasible by 
the board of education and administration.  Under certain circumstances, it may 
be necessary to employ classroom and/or clerical assistance for specific 
teachers. 
 
For the following grades, consideration will be given to providing assistance 
when enrollments reach stated levels: 
 
  Grades K-1-2 25 students 
  Grades 3-4  27 students 
  Grades 5-6  29 students 
  Grades 7-12  no minimums 



IF-R  Instructional Resources 
 
Normally one hour per day of clerical assistance will be assigned to a teacher.  
Special needs or enlarged enrollments may require additional times or 
consideration of a classroom aide.  Those special circumstances will be 
documented and presented to the superintendent of schools.  Employment of 
specific clerical assistance will be authorized and reported to the board of 
education by the superintendent of schools.  Employment of classroom aides will 
be determined by the board of education after reviewing the need and receiving 
recommendations from the administration.  If enrollment drops below stated 
guidelines or if the special needs justification no longer exists after a decision 
has been made the building principal shall report changes to the superintendent 
who shall review the case and determine whether or not to discontinue the 
special assistance.  The superintendent shall then report actions to the board of 
education at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
Clerical Aide:  Job Description 
 
1.   Run off materials on copy machine 
2.   Typing 
3.   Trace patterns, cut out materials, etc. 
4.   Gather supplies for projects/activities 
5.   Filing, sorting, collating 
 
Classroom Aides:  Job Description 
 
1.   Be responsible for certain records as assigned 
2.   Assist in maintaining classroom control while the teacher is instructing 
3.   Gather supplies for projects 
4.   Assist in getting audio-visual materials ready for presentation 
5.   Read stories to the students and/or listen to them read 
6.   Run off duplicating/copy masters, trace patterns, etc. 
7.   Check workbooks when requested 
8. Do certain errands including taking the milk count to the office, help student 

on and off the bus, etc. 
9. Work with large or small groups of students while the teacher works with 

others 
10. Help distribute materials such as art, for projects 
11. Assist in cleaning up the classroom, gathering materials needed for the 

instructional lesson, discuss plans with the teacher 
12. Perform such other tasks as may from time to time be assigned 
 
 
Approved:   January 12, 1987 



IFBC  Instruction Materials and Media Centers 
 
The primary functions of the media centers are to process and circulate 
materials and equipment through an orderly procedure and to provide reference 
and other services to students and faculty.  The media specialists, if any, are 
committed to work toward excellence in providing students with resources so that 
they have the opportunity to achieve at their highest levels of performance. 
 
Efforts are made so that the collection reflects the board interests represented in 
the curriculum, complemented by enrichment materials in a variety of forms.   To 
meet recommended standards, the administration and board must support the 
development of a collection adequate to meet curricular needs of the students.  
The resource collection should be large enough so that materials may be placed 
in classrooms for extended periods of time, should be designed to provide for 
personal growth and should be adequate for those engaged in independent 
study. 
 
The media collection should be developed systematically so that it is well 
balanced in coverage of subjects, types of materials and variety of content. 
 
The objectives for the district’s media center(s) are as follows: 
 

  To participate effectively in the school program which will endeavor to meet 
the needs of students, teachers and patrons of the district. 
 

  To stimulate and guide students in their reading, viewing and listening so that 
they will become skillful and discriminating users of various types of media. 
 

  To provide an opportunity through media center experiences so that students 
will be able to develop helpful interests, to make satisfactory personal adjustment 
and to acquire desirable social attitudes. 
 

  To work with teachers in the selection and use of media which will contribute 
to the teaching program. 
 

  To make available consultant services which will provide for the improvement 
of learning, instruction and the use of media resources and equipment. 
 

  To provide adequate equipment so that students and teachers will be able to 
make efficient use of media. 
 

 To cooperate with teachers and administrators in programs which will promote 
the professional growth of the school staff. 



IFBC  Instruction Materials and Media Centers 
 
Selection Criteria 
 
Materials will be chosen to support and supplement the curriculum, to promote 
wise use of leisure time, to develop literary discrimination and appreciation and 
to encourage students to become productive citizens. 
                                              
Materials will be chosen on various reading levels presenting different points of 
view concerning the problems and issues of the times. 
 
Books and other instructional materials will be evaluated before purchase, either 
through direct examination or by consulting reputable, unbiased, professionally 
prepared selection tools approved by the building principal. 
 
Accuracy, artistic quality, format and authoritativeness will all be considered 
before making purchases of materials. 
 
Approved:   October 12, 1981 
 
 

IFBC-R Instruction Materials and Media Centers 
 
Purchase Procedures - All orders for instructional materials other than textbooks, 
expendable materials and film rentals will be channeled first through the person 
in charge of the media center (or the building principal), then to the purchasing 
officer of the district.  Such materials would include all items to be cataloged and 
circulated, e.g., books, filmstrips, loop films, records, slides, maps, posters, etc. 
 
The person in charge of the media center (or the building principal) will assess 
the needs of the collection with the help and advice of teachers and, with due 
consideration, given the needs of the students.  Final decisions as to the areas 
of emphasis in any given year will rest with the person in charge of the media 
center and the building principal. 



IFBC-R  Instruction Materials and Media Centers 
 
Recommendations - Recommendations received from the certified staff, 
students and patrons will be placed in a consideration file and will be reviewed to 
ascertain whether they meet selection criteria as set forth by the board. 
 
Teachers’ professional advice will be solicited in making selections of materials.  
Person(s) in charge of media centers (or the building principals) may order for 
that level or department from standard selection tools. 
                                                                                                       
Evaluation - The collection will be evaluated, from time to time, in relation to 
changing curriculum, new instructional methods and current needs of teachers 
and students. 
 
Service - Materials will be purchased throughout the school year as needed.  
Areas of emphasis will be based on needs of each media center as determined 
by the person in charge of the media center (or the building principal) within 
budgetary limits. 
 
Authority - The board authorizes the district’s trained personnel to make 
selections for the media centers subject to board policies and rules. 
 
Gifts - All gift materials must meet qualitative standards of selection as stated 
above.  Gift materials will be acknowledged and credit given in the media center 
records. 
 
Procedures for Evaluating Challenged Materials   (Cf. IKC, IKD, KN) 
 
In the case of a complaint, the procedures to be followed are: 
 
Present the complainant with the Request for Reconsideration form (Cf. IFBC-R-
6) and invite the complainant to file objections in writing.  At the same time, notify 
the building principal, the school library media specialist and the coordinator of 
learning resources that a complaint has been registered. 
 
When the form has been completed, the review committee composed of the 
building principal, media specialist, two subject area specialists and two 
community members will be asked to evaluate the material in question.  
Challenged materials shall not be removed from the classroom during the 
evaluation periods. 



IFBC-R  Instruction Materials and Media Centers 
 
The following guidelines shall apply to the evaluation process: 
 
1. Examine and evaluate the material as a whole, not on the basis of 

passages pulled out of context. 
2. Check appropriate selection aids for evaluation of the material. 
3. Weigh strengths and weaknesses and form opinions based upon the 

selection criteria, the appropriateness of material to the reading ability and 
maturity level of the student, the nature of its use in the educational 
program, relevance to the curriculum and educational goals of the school 
(Cf. IKD). 

4. Meet to discuss the material and prepare a written report containing 
conclusions and recommendations within thirty days. 

5. Direct written report to the board for a final decision. 
6. Send the complainant a copy of the written report. 
 
If the complainant is dissatisfied with the decision of the media review 
committee, an appeal of the decision may be made, through the superintendent 
to the board, for a hearing and final decision.  The media review committee shall 
present the facts to the board. 
 
The parent of any student in the district shall have the right to register a 
complaint about controversial reading materials or media.  Supplemental 
material shall be substituted for completing the requirements of the course for 
that student. 
 
The parent shall notify the teacher in writing using the Request for 
Reconsideration form (IFBC-R-6) and schedule a meeting with the teacher 
and/or principal to set forth the part(s) of the assigned material that the parent 
finds to be objectionable. 
 
Should the parent exercise the above right, the student shall not be penalized in 
any way in academic endeavors because of having registered a complaint. 
 



IFBC-R  Instruction Materials and Media Centers 
 
A Bill of Rights for Instructional and Library Materials 
 
Schools are concerned with generating understanding and preservation of 
American freedoms through the development of informed and responsible 
citizens.  To this end, the board asserts that its responsibility for instructional 
materials and school library materials is as follows: 
 

 To provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into 
consideration the varied interests, abilities, and maturity levels of the students 
served. 
                      

 To provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary 
appreciation, aesthetic values and ethical standards. 
 

 To provide a background of information which will enable students to make 
intelligent judgments in their daily life. 
 

 To provide materials on opposing sides of controversial issues so that young 
citizens may develop, under guidance, the practice of critical reading and 
thinking. 
 

 To provide materials representative of the many religious, ethnic and cultural 
groups and their contributions to our American heritage. 
 

 To place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice in the 
selection of materials of the highest quality in order to assure a comprehensive 
collection appropriate for the users of the library. 
 
Approved:   January 10, 1983 



1/94 

IFBC-R-6 Request for Reconsideration of Educational Media 
    

      
School          Date        
 
Name of Complainant       Occupation ________________ 
 
Address             
 
Kind of Media            
 
 Title             
 
 Author or Producer           
 
Reason for objection (cite particular sequences and approximate location in 
media.)  Specific objections:          
             
 
Any merits noted in this media:          
             
 
Have you read, viewed, and/or auditioned the entire material to which you 
object?    
             
 
Have you read, viewed, and/or auditioned other media by this author or 
producer?   
             
 
List titles previously examined          
             
 
What material on the same subject would you recommend for replacement?      
 
     Title      Author or Producer        
 
     Copyright Date     
 
Is your alternate selection in our library media center?      
 
 
                                  Signature          



IFBC-R-7           1/94                                                                      

                           Citizen’s Request for Reconsideration 

                                    Of Instructional Materials 
 
 
Author, Editor or Compiler      Type of Material      
 
Title        Publisher       
 
Request initiated by           
 
Telephone #      Address         
 
Complainant represents:      Self   or          

     (Name of Organization)     
 
1. To what material do you object?  (Please be specific: cite pages, filmstrip 

frames, etc.)           
2. What do you feel might be the result of a student becoming involved with 
 this material in a learning situation?       
             
3. For what age group would you recommend this material?      
4. Is there anything good about this material?       
             
5. Did you read the entire book?  (or examine all of the audio-visual 

material?)  _______________If not, what sections?     
  

6. Are you aware of the judgment of this material by literary critics?    
             
7. What do you believe is the theme of this material?      
             
8. What would you like the school to do about this material?     
 ___________  Do not assign it to my child      
 ___________  Withdraw it from all students as well as my child   
 ___________  Send it back to the proper department for re-evaluation  
9. In place of this book (or audio-visual material) would you recommend 

other  material which you consider to be of superior quality?   
   

             
  
 
 _______________________    _____________________________________ 
                Date                                                 Signature of Complainant 
 



IFBDA Professional Libraries 
 
A professional library may be maintained in the office of each attendance center. 
 
The principals will ascertain the titles of professional magazines, books, 
pamphlets and other such literature to be placed in the professional library in the 
school office. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 



IFBH  Resource Speakers   (Cf. IKB)  
 
Books, films and other media are valuable for giving students exposure to many 
differing ideas, however, it is also useful to invite appropriate persons outside of 
staff to speak to, or meet with, groups of students as part of the educational 
process. 
 
In an effort to uphold the students’ freedom to learn, while also recognizing 
obligations which the exercise of this freedom entrails, the board does establish 
guidelines that govern the selection of resource speakers to be used in any 
attendance center in the district. 
 
Approved:   January 12, 1987 



 

IFBH-R Resource Speakers 
 
The teacher/sponsor and school building administrator are expected to exercise 
judgment regarding those who are being considered as resource speakers in the 
district. 
 
Teachers/sponsors should encourage the use of resource persons representing 
various points of view in order to help students gain a more comprehensive 
understanding of any topic. 
 
The ideas presented and the resource person invited to present them shall have 
a demonstrable relation to the curricular or extracurricular activity in which the 
participating students are involved. 
 
Prior to appearance or participation, the resource speaker shall be given a copy 
of this policy and rules, and each speaker shall agree to abide by these 
regulations: 
 
Profanity, vulgarity and lewd comments are prohibited. 
     
Any language that calls for a student strike, may incite a riot or may otherwise 
influence students to behave in an unlawful manner is prohibited. 
 
Smoking is not permitted while speaking or consulting with students. 
 
The teacher/sponsor or any member of the school administration responsible for 
inviting the resource speaker has the right and duty to interrupt or suspend any 
proceedings if the resource speaker, by their conduct, is judged to have 
disregarded the agreement to abide by these regulations. 
 
Approved:   January 12, 1987 



 

IFC  Community Resources 
 
The use of community resources is encouraged where legitimate educational 
objectives may be advanced. 
 
The licensed staff shall maintain a list of suitable community resources which 
may be used for field trips and other excursions. 
 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001; 8/12/19 



 

IFCB  Field Trips   
 
Field trips and excursions may be encouraged when a reasonable educational 
objective can be established. 
 
Approved:  11/12/01; August 8, 2005 
 

 

IFCB-R Field Trips 
 
USD Approved Field Trips – Field trips may be approved by the principal when 
reasonable educational objectives can be established.  Advance requests for 
field trips including transportation and other resource needs shall be submitted 
by the teacher to the principal.  Each building principal shall develop a form to 
notify parents of a forthcoming field trip.  The form shall include the nature of the 
trip, departure time, expected return time, names of sponsors and mode of 
travel.  The form shall also include a space where a parent may ask that their 
child be excused and the reasons for the excuse 
 
Non-Sanctioned Field Trips – Non-sanctioned field trips organized by employees 
acting as independent contractors/agents involving students on a volunteer, self-
supporting basis are not approved by the board and are not considered a part of 
the curriculum.  Total responsibility for privately planned field trips or tours rests 
with the individuals (s) and agency sponsoring them.  The district assumes no 
legal or financial responsibilities for non-sanctioned field trips. 
 
Every attempt should be made to schedule non-board approved trips during 
weekends and/or vacation periods.  If travel arrangements necessitate that some 
school days are missed, normal procedures for staff and students absences 
must be followed. 
 
If recruitment of students is sought through the school (s), the request for 
recruitment shall be made in accordance with those of private citizens.  
Recruitment efforts should not occur during class time or the employee’s work 
day. 
 
Approved:   5/14/90; August 8, 2005 
 



IG  Guidance Program (Cf. JE)  
 
The guidance program shall be organized to meet the needs, interests and 
abilities of all individual students each with their own particular capabilities, 
aptitudes and personalities. 
 
The counselor shall perform guidance services within the guidelines of district 
philosophy, job description and established policies of the board. 
 
Approved:   January 12, 1987 



 

IHA  Grading Systems 
 
The board encourages a uniform grading system for use in the elementary and 
secondary grades. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 
 

 

IHAA  Final Examinations 
 
Final examinations may be given in every course in grades K-12. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 



IHB  Homework 
 
The use of homework as a means to discipline students is prohibited.  
Homework should be assigned on a need basis and should never exceed a 
child’s capacity to complete in a reasonable time. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 
 
 

IHB-R  Homework 
 
Homework that is properly designed, carefully planned, and geared to the 
development of the individual students, meets a real need and has a definite 
place in the education program.  It is assigned to help the students become more 
self-reliant, learn to work independently, to improve skills that have been taught, 
and complete certain projects such as reading of worthwhile books and the 
preparation of research papers.  Home study assignments help parents to know 
the philosophy and program of the school and to be aware of their own children’s 
progress. 
 
The following are among types of homework which students may be asked to do: 
 
1. Continuation of work begun in class. 
2. Reading - using textbooks and library materials such as novels, short 

stories, essays, biographies, reference material and magazine articles. 
3. Review - preparing for tests, checking over the lesson a second time to be 

sure that the main points are mastered. 
4. Drill - practicing fundamental skills of any particular subject. 
5. Continued research - working on long-term projects with periodic progress 

reports to help students budget their time. 
6. Correction - re-writing themes in final form, correcting errors on evaluated 

compositions, writing up science experiments and other reports from 
notes. 

7. Memorization - learning by heart poetry, plays, speeches, foreign 
language vocabularies, mathematical theorems and formulas. 

8. Listening - evaluating radio programs, forums, concerts, and other 
programs related to class work.                                                        

9. Observation - obtaining ideas from field trips, plays and TV programs in 
which students turn in evaluations to the teacher. 

10. Miscellaneous activities - creating art craft projects, notebooks, types of 
maps, industrial arts projects and participation in homemaking activities. 

 
Approved:   May 14, 1990 
 



IHC  Class Rankings    (Cf. JR et. Seq.)  
 
Class rankings shall be computed for Grades 9-12. 
 
Approved:   May 14, 1990 
 



IHD  Honor Rolls    (Cf. JR et. Seq.)  
 
Honor rolls shall be maintained for Grades 7-12. 
 
Approved:   May 14, 1990 
 
 

IHD-R  Honor Rolls 
 
Only academic subject grades will be used in computing honor rolls.  Two honor 
rolls will be computed: 
 
 Honor Roll:  No grade below a B 
 Honorable Mention:  An average grade of B with no grade below a C 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 
 



IHEA  Make-up Opportunities 
 
All teachers will supply make-up work assignments when requested by the 
student or parents in cases of an excused absence.  Teachers shall make every 
effort to accommodate students in scheduling time and scope of make-up work 
assignments. 
 
Approved:   May 14, 1990 

 



IHF  Graduation Requirements (See JFCA) 

 
The board may adopt graduation requirements exceeding the minimums set 
forth by state regulation.  Unless otherwise provided herein, in order to qualify for 
graduation, the board requires each candidate to earn 27 academic credits of a 
type meeting state and district requirements. 
 
General Requirements: 
 

English  4 units (including English I, II, III) and 
   AV Production Fundamentals/Media and 
   Public Relations or Debate/Forensics 
 

Social Studies 3 units (including one unit each: World History and American 
   History) and  
   one unit of United States Government/Particular Social 
   Science Research 
 

Mathematics 3 units 
 

Science  3 units (including a physical science unit and a biology unit  
   which shall serve as the laboratory science requirement) 
 

Phys. Ed.  1 unit 
 

Fine Arts  1 unit 
 

The principal may waive or alter this sequence for transfer students coming in 
from out of state or in prior home school organizations based on student 
transcript. 
 
Exceptions may be granted by the board to waive local graduation requirements 
that are in excess of the state minimum requirements for students on a case by 
case basis. 
 
The board shall award a student a diploma if the student is at least 17 years old; 
is enrolled or resides in the district; was in custody of the Secretary of the 
Kansas Department of Corrections (KDOC), the Secretary for DCF, or a federally 
recognized Indian tribe in this state at any time on or after the student’s 14th 
birthday; and has achieved at least the minimum high school graduation 
requirements adopted by the state board of education. 
 
Other situations which may warrant waiver of graduation requirements in excess 
of the minimum requirements adopted by the state board include, but may not be 
limited to, the following circumstances: 
 
 



IHF Graduation Requirements IHF2 
 
 

 If such student is an adult learner whose four-year cohorts have 
graduated; or  

 if such student is attending an alternative school or program and has 
experienced high mobility, teen pregnancy, long-term illness, or other 
hardship conditions. 

 
 
According to the Kansas Board of Regents, a student must meet one of the 
following requirements to qualify for admission to any of the six Kansas Regents 
universities: 

● Achieve an ACT composite score of 21 or above; or 
● Rank in the top one-third of your high school’s graduating 

class; or 
●  Complete the Qualified Admissions Curriculum* with at least 

a 2.0 grade point average (GPA) on a 4.0 scale. 
 

*Qualified Admissions Curriculum 
4 units of English – one must be taken each year of high school 
 
3 units of Natural Sciences – Biology, Advanced Biology, Physical/Earth/Space Science, General 
Science, Chemistry*, Physics* 
 *At least one unit must be in Chemistry or Physics 
 
3 units of Mathematics – Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry 
 
3 units of Social Sciences – US History, ½ year of US Government, ½ from World History, World 
Geography, International Relations, and one from Psychology, Economics, Civics, History, 
Current Social Issues, Sociology, Anthropology, Race & Ethnic Group Relations, Geography 
 
1 unit of Computer Technology 
2 units Foreign Language recommended 
 

      
 

Approved:  12/9/97; 3/14/05; September 10, 2007; 8/10/15; 4/9/18 



II  Testing Program    (Cf. JR et. seq.)  
 
The district educational testing program shall consist of multiple assessments.  
These assessments shall include, as a minimum, individual teachers subject 
matter tests, district group achievement tests, and state required tests. 
 
Test Integrity   (Cf. JR et seq.) 
 
The board requires all licensed staff members to protect the integrity of the 
student assessment process.  Honest administration of the test and accurate 
reporting of student achievement to the board, the community and the state of 
Kansas is necessary to maintain accountability measures.  All students and staff 
are required to maintain a high level of integrity in the administration and 
completion of student assessments. 
 
Reporting of Test Results   (Cf. JR et seq.) 
 
The superintendent shall report annually in writing to the board the results of the 
district’s academic testing program.  State required test results shall be 
disaggregated as required by current regulation and shall be reported annually to 
the board, district patrons and the State Board of Education. 
 
Approved:  11/12/01; August 14, 2006 



II-R  Testing Program 
 
Test Selection and Adoption 
 
The counseling staff may use tests other than those purchased and approved for 
use in the district if requested by individual students.  Costs of administering 
such tests are to be borne by the student. 
 
Use and Dissemination of Test Results   (Cf. JR et seq.) 
 
The custodian of student records is responsible for safe keeping all test results.  
All test results must be secured in the school’s safe or a file cabinet which can 
be locked when not in use. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 
 



IIA  Performance-Based Credits 
 
A student may earn credits towards high school graduation by demonstrating 
mastery of the course outcomes through a performance instrument.  The 
standards for designing and passing the performance instrument shall be set 
sufficiently high to ensure credits earned by such means shall be equivalent to 
those offered in the framework of the Carnegie unit. 
 
A written request to “test out” of a class must be submitted prior to the beginning 
of each semester/year.  A student may not request to “test out” of a class in 
which he or she is currently enrolled or has been enrolled. 
 
The request is to be evaluated within 30 school days by a review committee 
composed of:  a building administrator, a school counselor, a faculty member 
appointed by the principal and the students’ parent(s) or guardian(s). 
 
If the request is approved, the course instructor will have 30 school days to 
design a performance instrument that reflects mastery of all course outcomes.  
Commercially available instruments may be used if they adequately cover course 
objectives. 
 
The student has 10 school days in which those designated tasks developed by 
the teacher and approved by the administration must be performed.  The 
principal, in consultation with the instructor, will determine the setting and the 
timelines for the administration of the instrument, as well as the criteria for 
successful completion of those tasks. 
 
Credit for such classes shall be awarded only on a pass/fail basis.  Students will 
be allowed only one opportunity to “test out” of any particular class.  It will not be 
the responsibility of the school or the instructor to provide instructional and/or 
review time for the student.  However, the outcomes, as noted in the district 
curriculum guide, and class syllabus will be made available. 
 
Approved:  August 12, 2002 
 



IIBG  Computer and Device Use    (See ECH, JCDA and KBA) 

 
Use of District Computers and Devices/Privacy Rights - District issued computer 
systems and electronic devices (including, but not limited to, Smartboards, 
iPads, iTouches, iPhones, eReaders, and eBooks) are for educational and 
professional use only.  All information created by staff or stored thereon shall be 
considered district property and shall be subject to unannounced monitoring by 
district administrators.  Unauthorized access to and/or unauthorized use of the 
district server or security system (including, but not limited to, surveillance 
footage) is also prohibited.  The district retains the right to discipline any student, 
up to and including expulsion, and any employee, up to and including 
termination, for violation of this policy. 
 
Copyright - Software acquired by staff, using either district or personal funds, and 
installed on district computers or electronic devices must comply with copyright 
laws.  Proof of purchase (copy or original) for software must be filed in the district 
office. 
 
Installation - No software, including freeware and shareware, or other 
applications may be installed on any district computer or electronic device until 
cleared by the network administrator.  The administrator will verify the 
compatibility of the software or application with existing software, hardware, and 
applications and prescribe installation and de-installation procedures.  Program 
files must have the superintendent’s approval to be installed on any district 
server or computer.   
 
Hardware - Staff shall not install unapproved hardware on district computers or 
make changes to software settings that support district hardware. 
 
Audits - The administration may conduct periodic audits of software and 
applications installed on district equipment to verify legitimate use. 
 
E-mail Privacy Rights - Employees and/or students shall have no expectation of 
privacy when using district e-mail or other official communication systems.  Any 
e-mail or computer application or information in district computers, computer 
systems, or electronic devices is subject to monitoring by the administration. 
 
Ownership of Employee Computer and Device Materials - Computer materials, 
devices, software, or applications created as part of any assigned district 
responsibility or classroom activity undertaken on school time shall be the 
property of the board. 
 
Lost, Stolen, or Damaged Computers and/or Equipment - Students and staff 
members shall be responsible for reimbursing the district for replacement of or 
repair to district issued computers or electronic devices which are lost, stolen, or 
damaged while in the students' or staff members' possession.  
Approved:  12/9/97; 8/12/02; 8/11/03; 2/13/06; August 11, 2008; 5/11/15 



IIBG-R Computer Use 
 

Acceptable Use of Computing Resources Policy 
 
USD #376 provides computing resources to support the educational mission of 
the school district.  The Acceptable Use of Computing Resources Policy applies 
to all persons who use USD #376 computing resources and is not limited to 
employees and students.  The privilege of using computing resources is 
dependent upon responsible use. 
 

Security and Privacy 
 
All USD #376 computer users share responsibility for maintaining the security 
and privacy of computer resources.  Therefore, the following behaviors are 
prohibited: 
 

 Use of individual accounts by anyone other than the specific individual to 
whom those accounts have been assigned. 

 Deleting or tampering with programs or otherwise modifying network files or 
programs without explicit authorization and instruction by administration. 

 Any attempts to subvert network security or damage computing resources. 
 
  Privacy Disclaimer 
 
Despite reasonable attempts to maintain the privacy of users’ electronic information, 
USD #376 cannot guarantee that electronic information is private.  Files, including e-
mail, programs, and documents, are considered the property of USD #376 as long as 
they are stored on district equipment.  Users will be allowed to copy their own files to 
storage devices, provided copyright laws are adhered to. 
 
System administrators retain the right to examine electronic information as needed to 
investigate violations of computing guidelines, perform necessary maintenance 
procedures, etc. 

 
Legal Use of Computing Resources 
 
All USD #376 users share responsibility to ensure the legal use of computing 
resources.  Therefore, the following behaviors are prohibited: 
 

 Copying, downloading or installing illegally obtained copyrighted software 

 Violating copyright and licensing restrictions on any software 



IIBG-R  Computer Use 
 

E-mail Use 
 
When communicating via e-mail or other forms of computer-mediated 
communication, all USD #376 users are expected to act in a responsible 
manner.  Therefore, the following irresponsible uses of e-mail and other forms of 
computer-mediated communication are prohibited: 
 

  Use of sexually or racially offensive language 

  Use of libelous or incendiary language 

  Use of e-mail to harass or annoy others 

 Wasteful communication such as chain letters or widespread broadcasting of 
messages 
 
Educational Use 
 
All USD #376 computer users are responsible for ensuring that computing 
resources are used for their intended purpose of supporting education.  
Therefore, the following behaviors are prohibited: 
 

 Excessive use of computing resources for activities of minimal educational 
benefit, such as game playing, chatting and unnecessary printing 

 Use of computing resources to access, download or display pornography 

 Excessive commercial or for-profit activities 

 Violating state or federal law 

 Harassing or violating the privacy of others 

 Gaining unauthorized access to computing or information resources 

 Disrupting the use of the network by others 
 
Internet Use 
 
Sterling USD #376 provides access to computing resources for staff and 
students in attendance at our facilities.  Each user of these resources must 
conduct themselves in a responsible manner and in accordance with the 
Acceptable Use Policy. 
 
It is possible for all users of computing resources in USD #376, including 
students, to access information that may be deemed objectionable and/or 
intended for adults.  The school district has taken reasonable steps to ensure 
that computing resources will be used appropriately, and has invested in filtering 
software to prevent access to Internet sites that are considered objectionable.  
However, the security provided is not infallible and it is likely that a determined 
person could use computing resources in an inappropriate manner and/or 
access inappropriate sites on the Internet. 
 

IIBG-R  Computer Use 



 
 
USD #376 believes that the benefits of the Internet to educators and students 
outweigh the disadvantages of access.  However, it is ultimately the 
responsibility of parents/guardians to set and convey the standards that they 
believe their children should follow.  USD #376 respects each family’s right to 
decide whether to apply for Internet access. 
 
Approved:  12/9/97; 8/12/02; 8/11/03; February 13, 2006 
 
 
 
 

APPLICATION FOR INTERNET ACCESS – USD #376 EMPLOYEES 

 
Computing resources, including Internet access in the Sterling school district are for authorized 
individuals only, and any unauthorized access to these resources is prohibited.  Individuals are 
subject to having their activities monitored by school personnel while using these resources, and 
anyone using these resources expressly consents to such monitoring.  Any individual using the 
computing resources in a manner deemed inappropriate by school officials will be subject to the 
termination or limitation of their computer account without warning. 
 
I accept the conditions stated in the Sterling USD #376 Acceptable Use Policy and agree to abide 
by them.  I understand that if I do not abide by them, my privileges to use the computers may be 
limited. 
 
             
User Signature       Date 
 



APPLICATION FOR INTERNET ACCESS 

STERLING UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT #376 

 

Computing resources, including Internet access in the Sterling school district are for 

authorized individuals only, and any unauthorized access to these resources is prohibited.  

Individuals are subject to having their activities monitored by school personnel while 

using these resources, and anyone using these resources expressly consents to such 

monitoring.  Any individual using the computing resources in a manner deemed 

inappropriate by school officials will be subject to the termination or limitation of their 

computer account without warning. 

STUDENT  

I accept the conditions stated in the 

Sterling USD #376 Acceptable Use 

Policy, and agree to abide by them. I 

understand that if I do not abide by 

them, my privileges to use the 

computers may be limited. 

_____________________________ 

User Signature 

_____________________ 

Date 

  

STUDENT  

I hereby give permission for USD 

#376 to use my photograph, first 

name, and class projects for posting 

on the Internet. This material may be 

used only for purposes related to USD 

#376 web pages. 

 

_______________________________ 

User Signature 

_____________________ 

Date 

 
 

PARENT/GUARDIAN  

I understand that my child is expected 

to use good judgment, act responsibly, 

and follow the conditions outlined in 

the USD #376 Acceptable Use Policy 

when accessing computer resources in 

the school district. If he/she does not, I 

understand that he/she may have 

privileges to the computers restricted 

or eliminated. I give my permission 

for my child to have access to the 

Internet. 

_______________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature 

_____________________ 

Date  

  

PARENT/GUARDIAN  

I am the parent or legal guardian of 

the above-named student and hereby 

approve the foregoing and consent to 

the use of photographs, first name, 

and class projects of said student 

according to the terms outlined. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature 

_____________________ 

Date 

Policy approved:  2/9/98; February 13, 2006 



IIBGA  Children’s Internet Protection Act 
 
The district shall implement and enforce an internet safety plan meeting the 
requirements of both the federal and the Kansas Children’s Internet Protection 
Acts (CIPA).  The superintendent shall develop a plan to implement the 
Children’s Internet Protection Acts.   
 
Such plan shall include technology protection measures and such other 
measures as deemed appropriate to address the following issues: 
 

(1) Access by minors to inappropriate matter on the Internet and World 
Wide Web; 
 

(2) The safety and security of minors when using electronic mail, chat 
rooms, and other forms of direct electronic communications; 

 
(3) Unauthorized access, including so-called “hacking,” and other unlawful 

activities by minors online; 
 

(4) Unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal 
information regarding minors; and 

 
(5) Measures designed to restrict minors' access to materials that may  

      be harmful to them. 
 
For the purposes of this policy, "minor" shall be defined to mean any student 
who is under 18 years of age.  The board charges the superintendent to develop 
the CIPA implementing plan so that all of the protections provided by this policy 
and the corresponding plan may be afforded to all district students, regardless of 
their age. 
 
If the district is providing public access to any computer, the CIPA plan shall also 
implement and enforce technology protection measures to ensure no minor has 
access to visual depictions that are child pornography, harmful to minors, or 
obscene.  This plan shall be on file with the board clerk and in each school office 
with Internet access, and copies shall be made available upon request.  The 
superintendent shall ensure compliance with CIPA by completing Federal 
Communication Commission forms as required. 
 
 
Approved:  August 10, 2009; 8/12/13 



IIBGA  Children’s Internet Projection Act (CIPA) Safety Plan 
 
Goals: 
  
It is the policy of USD 376 to take the following technology protection or other 
specified measures in order to better protect our district students from harmful 
online and electronically transmitted content: 
 

- install blocks or Internet filters to the district network in order to limit 
access by both minors and adults to child pornography and visual 
depictions or materials that are obscene, inappropriate, or harmful to 
minors and/or the transmission thereof; 

 
- monitor the online activities of students while at school, at school 

sponsored activities, or while utilizing the district's network, computer 
system, computers, e-mail system, or electronic devices having access to 
the Internet; 
 

- address issues related to the safety of students when using e-mail, chat 
rooms, and other electronic communication; 
 

- educate students about appropriate online behavior, including interacting 
with other individuals on social networking websites and in chat rooms as 
well as on cyberbullying awareness and response; 
 

- hinder unauthorized access (hacking) and other unlawful on-line activities 
by students; 
 

- prevent unauthorized disclosure, use, or dissemination of personal 
information regarding minors, which shall include, but may not be limited 
to, personally identifiable information contained in student records; and 
 

- comply with the Children's Internet Protection Act. 
 
Access to Inappropriate Material 
 
To the extent practicable, technology protection measures or Internet filters shall 
be used to block or filter the Internet or other forms of electronic devices from 
accessing child pornography as well as obscene, inappropriate, or harmful 
material given the age and maturity levels of district students.  It is the district’s 
goal to implement and enforce technology protection measures under this plan in 
such a way as to ensure no minor has access to visual depictions that are child 
pornography, harmful to minors, or obscene. 
 
Subject to administrative approval, technology protection measures may be 
minimized only for bonafide research or other lawful purposes that are closely 
monitored by district staff. 



 
Inappropriate Network Usage 
 
To the extent practicable, steps shall be taken to promote the safety and security 
of users of the district's online computer network when using electronic mail, chat 
rooms, instant messaging, and other forms of direct electronic communications. 
 
Specifically, in accordance with CIPA, measures to prevent inappropriate 
network usage shall include frequent monitoring of the District's network, 
computer systems, and equipment to detect any unauthorized access to 
prohibited materials as described earlier in this plan, hacking, and other unlawful 
activities by students or staff members.  Such monitoring shall also strive to 
detect unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personally identifiable 
information regarding students. 
 
Education, Supervision and Monitoring 
 
It shall be the responsibility of all members of the District's staff to educate, 
supervise, and monitor appropriate usage of online computer network access to 
the internet in accordance with this policy and CIPA.  If, during the course of 
such monitoring, a student or staff member discovers a violation of this policy, 
the student or staff member shall make a report as follows: 
 

1. Students shall report suspected violation of this policy to any 
classroom teacher. 

 
2. Staff members shall report suspected violations of this policy to their 

immediate supervisor when possible. 
 
Disciplinary Measures 
 
The district retains the right to discipline any student, up to and including 
expulsion, and any employee, up to and including termination, for violation of this 
policy. 
 
Adoption 
 
This Children's Internet Protection Act Safety Plan was adopted by the Board of 
USD 376 at a public meeting, following normal public notice and a hearing, on 
August 12, 2013. 



IIBGB  On-Line Learning Opportunities 
 
Application – Students may apply for permission to enroll in an on-line course for 
credit according to the following guidelines. 
 
On-line courses are approved mainly for the expressed purpose of allowing a 
student to recover credit from prior academic years.   

 
Guidelines – The following guidelines shall be used by the administration: 
 
1. Only approved courses shall be posted on student transcripts. 
2. Approval of any course shall be based upon the course content and rigor, its 

length and scope, its method of assessing knowledge acquired by the 
student, the qualifications of the instructor and other appropriate factors. 

3. Enrollment in an on-line course will be allowed only if an appropriately 
certified or licensed teacher supervises the student’s participation in the 
course either in-person or on-line. 

4. Students may not take on-line courses, where otherwise available through 
the junior high/high school curriculum without administrative approval. 

5. Suspended or expelled students may apply for permission to enroll in online 
course work. 

6. The cost of on-line courses shall be borne by the student unless otherwise 
approved by administration.   

 
Other Regulations or Guidelines – Approval by the administration shall also be 
based on Kansas State Department of Education regulations and/or guidelines in 
effect at the time the request is made. 
 
Approved:  8/12/02; November 9, 2009 
 



IIBGC  Staff Online Activities (See GAF, GBU, IIBG, IIBGA, KGA) 
 
Employees are encouraged to use district electronic mail and other district 
technology resources to promote student learning and communication with 
parents of students and education-related entities. If those resources are used, 
they shall be used for purposes directly related to work-related activities.  
Technology-based materials, activities, and communication tools shall be 
appropriate for and within the range of the knowledge, understanding, age, and 
maturity of students with whom they are used. 
 
District employees, including, but not limited to, classroom teachers and 
extracurricular activity coaches and sponsors, may set up blogs and other social 
networking accounts using district technological resources and following district 
policy and guidelines to promote communications with students, parents, and the 
community concerning school-related activities and for the purpose of 
supplementing classroom instruction.  Social networking sites and other online 
communication options offering instructional benefits may be used for the 
purpose of supplementing classroom instruction and to promote communications 
with students and parents concerning school-related activities. 
 
In order for district employees and activity sponsors to utilize a social networking 
site for instructional, administrative, or other work-related communication 
purposes, they shall comply with the following: 
 

1. They shall request prior permission from the superintendent or the 
superintendent’s designee. 

 
2. If permission is granted, staff members will set up the site following any 

district guidelines developed by the superintendent and approved by the 
board.  If the expenditure of district funds is required to complete the set-
up or maintenance of the site, the requesting staff member shall present 
an itemized summary of such costs to the superintendent.  
{Board/Superintendent} approval shall be required prior to the expenditure 
of district funds for such purpose.  
 

3. Guidelines shall specify whether access to the site must be given to  
school/district administrators and technology staff. 
 

4. If written parental consent is not otherwise granted through acceptable 
use policy forms provided by the district, staff shall notify parents of the 
site and obtain written permission for students to become “friends” of the 
site prior to the students being granted access. This permission shall be 
kept on file at the school as determined by the principal. 
 

5. Once the site has been created, the sponsoring staff member is  
responsible for the following: 
 



IIBGC  Staff Online Activities     IIBGC-2 
 

a. Monitoring and managing the site to promote safe and acceptable use 
and compliance with district policies; and 
 

b. Observing confidentiality restrictions concerning release of personally 
identifiable student information under state and federal law. 

 
Staff members are discouraged from creating personal social networking 
accounts to which they invite current or future students to be friends. Employees 
taking such action do so at their own risk.  All employees shall be subject to 
disciplinary action if their conduct relating to use of technology or online 
resources violates this policy or other applicable board policy, statutory, or 
regulatory provisions governing employee conduct or the protection of student 
record information; or if it impairs the staff member’s job performance or 
effectiveness in the work setting.  District staff shall endeavor to protect the 
health, safety, and emotional well-being of students and confidentiality of student 
record information both in the school setting and in their online actions. Conduct 
in violation of this policy, including, but not limited to, conduct relating to the use 
of technology, social networking, or online resources, may form the basis for 
disciplinary action up to and including termination from employment. 
 
Approved:  August 12, 2013 



IJ  Evaluation of Instructional Program   (See IC, ICAA, ID, and II) 
  
 
The superintendent may develop guidelines to evaluate the instructional 
program.  This evaluation may be part of the district's school improvement 
efforts. 
 
The superintendent may establish special curriculum committees to study the 
district's instructional program on a regular schedule.  The superintendent may 
require reports from these committees which may include the committee's 
recommendations for improvement, modification, or elimination of any part of the 
instructional program.  The superintendent may submit a comprehensive report 
from the committees to the board.  
 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001; 8/12/19, 8/10/20 
 
 
 

IJ-R  Evaluation of Instructional Program 
 
The superintendent may establish, on an ad hoc basis, special curriculum 
committees to study the district’s instructional program or any part thereof.  The 
superintendent may request a report from such committee which shall include 
the committee’s recommendations for any proposed changes, modifications or 
elimination of any part of the instructional program.  The superintendent will 
submit the report together with a recommendation to the board of education for 
approval, modification or rejection at a regular or special meeting of the board.  
The use of personnel other than the district’s professional staff to evaluate the 
curriculum is authorized as outlined in these policies and rules. 
 
Any costs encumbered by curriculum committees shall be borne by the school 
district. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 



IKA  Financial Literacy 
 
The board supports the goal of providing district students with sufficient 
knowledge of economic systems to make informed, financial choices.  In 
furtherance of this goal, the board directs the superintendent to develop and 
implement a plan to incorporate outcome-based personal financial literacy 
education into the district’s instructional program. 
 
The superintendent shall document district efforts to provide financial literacy 
education opportunities for district students and shall provide, upon request, 
feedback or information to the Kansas State Department of Education on such 
efforts. 
 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001; 8/10/15 

 



IKB  Controversial Issues 
 
If education is to remain a viable force, controversial issues cannot be ignored.  
Good teaching techniques provide, however, that adequate preparation on the 
part of student and teacher take place before controversial issues are explored.  
Every such question has two or more sides.  It is therefore imperative that 
teachers take pains to see that all issues, facets and questions of any 
controversial subject are thoroughly studied. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 
 
 

IKB-R  Controversial Issues 
 
Included in the area of controversial subjects are ideas, words, movies, still 
pictures, religious, books, socioeconomic aspects of life and political policies, 
theories and platforms, as an example.  Teachers should be aware, therefore, 
that controversy may spring from the most innocuous beginnings and be 
prepared for it to the best of their ability. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 
 



IKC  Teaching About Religion 
 
Teachers may teach about religion, religious literature and history but are 
prohibited from teaching, expounding, criticizing or ridiculing a religion.  Religious 
texts may be used to teach about religion, but the use of religious texts is 
prohibited if used to teach a particular religious doctrine or in any other way 
except as outlined above. 
 
Approved:   January 12, 1987 



IKCA  Human Sexuality and AIDS Education 
 
Opt-Out Procedure and Form – Parents or guardians (or student over eighteen 
years of age) who does not want the student involved in all or some portion of 
the district’s Human Sexuality and AIDS education classes shall be provided a 
written copy of the goals and objectives for the student’s appropriate Human 
Sexuality and AIDS class.  Following review of the curriculum goals on file at the 
board of education office, the parent or guardian must complete the district opt-
out form and state the portion(s) of the curriculum in which the student is not to 
be involved. 
 
Opt-Out Form – Parents or guardians (or students eighteen years of age or 
older) may obtain the opt-out request form from the building principal, and must 
complete and sign the form and return to the building principal.  The signed form 
will be kept on file in the principal’s office.  Arrangements shall be made for class 
reassignment of the student during the opt-out period. 
 
Annual Request Required – Opt-out requests shall be required annually an dare 
valid only for the school year in which they are submitted. 
 
Notice of Availability – Public notice of the availability of the Human Sexuality 
and AIDS curriculum goals and objectives shall be made by means of distribution 
at enrollment or by classroom teacher. 
 
Approved:   8/11/89; August 14, 2006 

 
 



 

IKD  Religious Beliefs and Holidays   (See IKC)  
 
Recognition of Religious Beliefs and Customs - It is accepted that the district or 
its employees should promote no religious belief or non-belief, and none should 
be disparaged.  Instead, the district should encourage all students and staff 
members to appreciate and to be tolerant of each other’s religious views.  The 
district should utilize its opportunity to foster understanding and mutual respect 
among students and parents, whether it involves race, culture, economic 
background or religious belief.  In that spirit of tolerance, students and staff 
members should be excused from participating in practices which are contrary to 
their religious beliefs unless there are clear issues of overriding concern that 
would prevent it. 
 
The board recognizes that one of its educational goals is to advance the 
students’ knowledge and appreciation of the role that religious heritage has 
played in the social, cultural and historical development of civilization.  District 
employees will follow rules found in IKD-R. 
 
Approved:   November 9, 1992 

 



 

IKD-R  Religious Beliefs and Holidays   (See IKC)  
 
Observance of Religious Holidays 
 
The practice of the district shall be as follows: 
 
The several holidays throughout the year which have a religious and a secular 
basis may be observed in the public schools. 
 
The historical and contemporary values and the origin of religious holidays may 
be explained in an unbiased and objective manner without sectarian 
indoctrination. 
 
Music, art, literature and drama having a religious theme or basis are permitted 
as part of the curriculum for school-sponsored activities and programs if 
presented in a prudent and objective manner and as a traditional part of the 
cultural and religious heritage of the particular holiday. 
 
The use of religious symbols such as a cross, menorah, crescent, Star of David, 
crèche, symbols of native America religions or other symbols that are a part of a 
religious holiday are permitted as a teaching aid or resource provided such 
symbols are displayed as an example of the cultural and religious heritage of the 
holiday and are temporary in nature.  The district’s calendar should be prepared 
so as to minimize conflicts with religious holidays of all faiths. 
                                                          
Religion in the Curriculum - Religious institutions and orientations are central to 
human experience, past and present.  An education excluding such a significant 
aspect would be incomplete.  It is essential that teaching about--and not of--
religion be conducted in a factual, objective and respectful manner.  Therefore, 
the practice of the district shall be as follows: 
 
The district supports the inclusion of religious literature, music, drama and the 
arts in the curriculum and in school activities provided that it is intrinsic to the 
learning experience in the various fields of study and is presented objectively. 
 
The emphasis on religious themes in the arts, literature and history should be 
only as extensive as necessary for a balanced and thorough study of these 
areas.  Such studies should never foster any particular religious tenets or 
demean any religious beliefs. 



IKD-R   Religious Beliefs and Holidays 
 
Student-initiated expressions to questions or assignments which reflect their 
beliefs or non-beliefs about a religious theme shall be accommodated.  For 
example, students are free to express religious belief or non-belief in 
compositions, art forms, music, speech and debate. 
 
Dedications and Commencement-Traditions are a cherished part of the 
community life, and the district expresses an interest in maintaining those 
traditions that have had significance to the community.  While recognizing the 
significance of traditions, the board of education believes that its dedication 
ceremonies and commencement exercises should be secular in nature.  
Inspirational addresses, which do not promote religion, may be permitted at such 
ceremonies. 
 
Because the baccalaureate service is traditionally religious in nature, it should be 
sponsored by agencies separate from the district. 
 
Approved:   December 14, 1992 



IKE  Assemblies 
 
Each building principal may schedule assemblies as the needs of students and 
school dictate.  Each building principal shall develop a behavior code for 
students attending school assemblies. 
 
Approved:   May 14, 1990 



IKI  Lesson Plans 
 
Each building principal, in conjunction with the superintendent, is authorized to 
develop rules and regulations concerning the use and maintenance of lesson 
plans in each building in the district. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 
 
 

IKI-R  Lesson Plans 
 
Each building principal shall assume the responsibility of seeing that each 
teacher develops and maintains appropriate lesson plans. 
 
Approved:  November 12, 2001 
 



ING  Animals and Plants in the School 
 
Persons bringing animals and plants into the school must receive prior 
permission from the supervising teacher and the building principal.  Animals, 
including all vertebrates, invertebrates, and toxic plants such as poison ivy or 
sumac, may be brought into the classroom for educational purposes. 
 
Approved:   January 12, 1987 

 

 

ING-R  Animals and Plants in the School 
 
Under no circumstances are animals to be transported on school buses. 
 
Domesticated animals must be inoculated against rabies at the student’s 
expense before the student may bring such animal to school.  Animals must be 
adequately housed and cared for in screened cages.  Handling of animals and 
plants by students must be on a voluntary basis.  Only the teacher or students 
designated by the teacher are to handle the animals. 
 
Teachers must assume primary responsibility for the humane, proper treatment 
of any animal in the classroom. 
 
Teachers must be aware of federal and state laws regulating the handling of 
animals.  (Cf. KSA 21-4310) 
 
If animals are to be kept in the classroom on days when classes are not in 
session, the teacher must make arrangements for their feeding, care and safety. 
 
All experiments using live animals must have prior approval of the principal. 
 
If an animal has bitten a staff member or student, the supervising teacher must 
report the incident immediately to the school office.  Principals are to assume 
responsibility to notify public authorities to have the animal impounded for 
observation.  Principals will attempt to notify the parents. 
 
Approved:   January 12, 1987 
         
 
 
 




