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What’s New?
ASP ( Annual School Plan)

Parents please take the time to click on the link to view
Memorial Middle School’s SMART Goals for the 20-21
school year. ASP Link
_______________________________________________________________

The Teenage Brain - Amy Ellis Nutt and
Frances E. Jensen

Drawing on her research knowledge and clinical experience, this
internationally respected neurologist—and mother of two
boys—o�ers a revolutionary look at the adolescent brain,

providing remarkable insights that translate into practical advice
for both parents and teenagers.

Memorial Middle School’s Purpose Statement
Memorial Middle School is committed to a positive and safe
learning environment. Our school fosters an environment of
trust and mutual respect for all people, where every child

will have the opportunity to reach his or her greatest
potential by receiving a high quality education. We believe

that education should take place in a fully inclusive
environment with equal opportunities for all children to

value cultural di�erences. Our school community
stakeholders accept the responsibility of preparing students

for academic success and to take a role in society as
productive citizens.

Here’s an IT (Instructional Tip)
How to Engage Middle School Students:

1. Get Physical
Middle School students are often brimming with energy,
even in inappropriate moments. To harness that energy in a
constructive way, try using physical games that include a
language element. The physical exertion will tame the
middle schoolers’ energy enough so they can sit and listen
and the language tie-in will ensure you don’t feel like you
are wasting valuable classroom time. Click the link for more
information:  ‘TPR Tricks: 5 Fabulous Ways to Use Total
Physical Response in the ESL Classroom’.

2. Encourage Talking
Talking can be a high priority for kids in the middle school
age group, especially for girls. Though second language
students may not be as chattery as native speakers, kids will
still benefit from a chance to talk in class. Make sure your
lesson plans always include questions for discussion. You
may need to give specific questions for your students to
cover rather than giving simple directions to simply discuss,
but you will find that middle schoolers have opinions and
they appreciate a chance to share them.

December Events
● Dec.  20th, 22nd Intramural Sports-Club
● Dec.  21st -Art-Club
● Dec. 23rd Early Dismissal at 12:30 p.m.

January Events
○ Jan. 3rd-School Closed( New Years Day)
○ Jan. 6th Progress Reports
○ Jan. 10th School Closed
○ Jan. 17th- MLK Day School Closed
○ Jan. 5th, 12th, 19th,24th,26th Intramural Sports

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rsEUGaInP9v6L0-MMIgn1RScXlHCCGmwZajVj9tbJSM/edit
https://busyteacher.org/4246-tpr-tricks-5-fabulous-ways-to-use-total-physical.html
https://busyteacher.org/4246-tpr-tricks-5-fabulous-ways-to-use-total-physical.html


Corner to Corner

Principal's Corner

4 Month Series on Trauma-Informed Schools:

4 Month Series on Trauma-Informed

Schools:

Part II: Trauma-Informed Schools-Parents What’s Going
On in the Classroom.

Working with trauma-a�ected students is a di�cult balancing
act.
We all can acknowledge the harmful impacts of the past and
hope for future healing. The school community is charged to
create a safe environment for students to share their lives yet
maintain professional boundaries. To support students who have
experienced trauma, start by flipping the traditional classroom
paradigm: Relationships have to come before content. It’s a
simple enough rule, but it runs against the grain and needs to be
constantly reinforced: If you’re not addressing the trauma, and
the students are distracted, checked out, and falling increasingly
behind, even the best curriculum won’t matter. Reflecting on the
order of events that drive real learning. Question: “How do you
teach academics WITHOUT having SEL embedded throughout
your teaching and classroom?”
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/three_keys_to_inf
using_sel_into_what_you_already_teach

________________________________________

The Administrative Team would like to
thank all the parents and students for
their cooperation in implementing the
Yondr Pouch system at Memorial Middle
School. Since implementing the pouch
system, students have spent more time on
tasks and less time focused on Social
Media during the instructional day.

Students are relearning how to have in person
interaction. Once again, thank you in advance for your
continued support.

Counselor's Corner -

Mrs. Loonan & Ms. Lepping

My Middle Schooler Has Anxiety. What Can I
Do?

It’s very common for kids to have some degree of anxiety
about moving to a new school or transitioning from
elementary to middle school. This is especially true for kids
who have anxiety issues. Starting middle school can trigger
fears of getting lost, being late to class, di�culty managing
more complicated schedules and being socially isolated.

The most important thing for parents to do is to stay calm
and project a sense of confidence in your child’s ability to
succeed. This doesn’t mean to ignore your child’s fears. Listen
to their concerns and then normalize them as much as you
can. Listed below are a few things you can remind your
middle school student with anxiety:

● Remind them of past successes.
● Practice deep breathing.
● Focus on logistics.
● Establish and maintain a regular routine for your

child.
● Reward your child’s e�ort and successes.

_________________________________________________________________
Memorial Middle School

Boys and Girls Basketball
Schedule:

● Dec.  15th Away (William Allen) Boys-3:45 PM & Girls
5:15 PM

● Dec.  20th @ Home Boys-3:45 PM & Girls 5:15 PM
● Dec.  22nd Away ( Marlton) Boys-3:45 PM & Girls

5:15 PM
● Jan. 7th,10th,19th,21st & 26th-Boys 5:15 PM Boys &

Girls 3:45PM Away Games.

https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/three_keys_to_infusing_sel_into_what_you_already_teach
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/three_keys_to_infusing_sel_into_what_you_already_teach
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/moving-up/10-steps-for-creating-a-smooth-transition-to-middle-school
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/moving-up/10-steps-for-creating-a-smooth-transition-to-middle-school
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/managing-feelings/stress-anxiety/anxiety-why-its-different-from-stress


Dear Parents Memorial Middle School has a Dress Code Policy that includes
students wearing Black, Blue or Tan pants, skirts or dresses. Students can
also wear white, black or blue collar shirts or crew neck sweatshirts.
Students may wear sneakers and shoes. All students were issued a locker in
the month of November.  All coats and hoodies should be stored in students’
lockers daily.

What Not to Wear:
Jeans
Hoodies
Open Toe Shoes
Shirts that show Midri�
Dresses, Skirts or Short that don’t reach the knee

Students not compliant with the District Dress Code Policy will be issued a General Detention and will not participate in
school activities.

Shine A Light on Him:
Julian Taylor is this month’s student spotlight. Julian is a 13
year old, brilliant, creative, self-motivated 8th grade
student at Memorial Middle School. Julian is an aspiring
entrepreneur that creates life size growth charts for young
children. When Julian was younger his grandmother would
track his height and weight. One day, Julian took it upon

himself to draw on the growth chart. To his grandmother’s surprise, Julian had created a
masterpiece. At that point, Julian was inspired to create customized artwork on growth charts.
This started out as a love and hobby, and has now become a full fledged business. Two years ago,
Julian started his own business, ChartsRUS, which can be found on Etsy. Julian has been invited to showcase and sell his
artwork at various craft shows and pop up stores throughout the Tri-State area. His growth charts are in various daycare
facilities and pediatric o�ces in Philadelphia and N.J.  Julian is an honor student who has dreams of becoming an
architect.  You can find this future artichect on Etsy and in pop up stores near you. Excellent job Julian!

Winter Break Friday December 24th to January 3rd


