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WINTER 
2021

 Ƿ Dec 20-31 – No School, Winter Break
 Ƿ Jan 3 – School Resumes
 Ƿ Jan 12 – Coffee with the 

Superintendent (in Spanish), 7:30- 
8:30 AM in the school library

 Ƿ Jan 13 – Student Summit Session
 Ƿ Jan 14 – Coffee with the 

Superintendent (in English), 7:30- 
8:30 AM in the school library

 Ƿ Jan 17 – NO SCHOOL, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day

Important Dates  Ƿ Jan 28 – End Term 2/ Semester 1
 Ƿ Feb 9 – Coffee with the 

Superintendent (in Spanish), 7:30- 
8:30 AM, school library

 Ƿ Feb 10 – Student Summit Session
 Ƿ Feb 11 – Coffee with the Superintendent 

(English), 7:30-8:30 AM, school library
 Ƿ Feb 21 – NO SCHOOL, President's Day
 Ƿ Feb 25 – End Midterm 3
 Ƿ Mar 9-10 – Spring Conferences, Early 

Release at 11:15 AM
 Ƿ Mar 11 – Early Release at 11:15 AM
 Ƿ Apr 1 – End of Term 3
 Ƿ Apr 4-8 – NO SCHOOL, Spring Break

Remember Early Release at 2:00 PM 
each Wednesday!

Fechas importantes

Touchet School District Becomes 
the Touchet Redhawks

Following a seven-month 
process involving Touchet 
students, staff, and community 
members, the Touchet School 
Board has voted to approve 
our transition from the Touchet 
Indians to the Touchet 
Redhawks, effective at the 
conclusion of the current 2021-
2022 school year. 
During the November 18 
school board meeting, three 
design teams comprised of 

students, staff, and community 
members pitched three 
different potential mascots to 
the board for consideration. 
The design team presentations 
came after a great deal of 
work and collaboration that 
has culminated from five 
community forums that began 
in July 2021. Although it was 
a close vote, the Redhawk 
mascot came out on top.

After the Class of 2022 
graduates as the Indians in 
June 2022, Touchet School 
District will officially retire 
the longstanding Indian 
mascot and usher in a 
new legacy as the Touchet 
Redhawks. 
Continue reading the full 
article on our website at 
www.touchet.k12.wa.us/
article/592733

2021
invierno
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 Ƿ 20-31 de diciembre - No hay clases, 
vacaciones de invierno

 Ƿ 3 de enero - Currículums escolares
 Ƿ 12 de enero - Café con el 

Superintendente (en español), 7:30- 
8:30 AM en la biblioteca de la escuela

 Ƿ 13 de enero - Sesión de la Cumbre 
 Estudiantil

 Ƿ 14 de enero - Café con el 
Superintendente (en inglés), 7:30-8:30  
AM en la biblioteca de la escuela

 Ƿ 17 de enero - NO HAY ESCUELA, 
Día de Martin Luther King Jr.

 Ƿ 28 de enero - Fin del semestre 1 
 Ƿ 9 de febrero - Café con el 

Superintendente (en español), 7:30- 
8:30 AM, biblioteca escolar

 Ƿ 10 de febrero - Sesión de la Cumbre  
 Estudiantil

 Ƿ 11 de febrero - Café con el 
Superintendente (inglés), 7:30-8:30 
AM, biblioteca escolar

 Ƿ 21 de febrero - NO HAY ESCUELA, 
Día de los Presidentes

 Ƿ 25 de febrero - Fin de la mitad del 
período 3

 Ƿ 9-10 de marzo - Conferencias de 
primavera, salida anticipada a las 
11:15 AM

 Ƿ 11 de marzo - Salida anticipada a las  
11:15 AM

 Ƿ 1 de abr - Fin del trimestre 3
 Ƿ 4-8 de abril - NO HAY ESCUELA, 

Vacaciones de Primavera



A Look Around 
Your Schools

Winter Music Concert 
Success
Thank you to the talented Touchet 
students for their joyful performance 
in this year’s Winter Music Concert, 
which was held in the evening 
of December 13th. Students in 
kindergarten through 5th grade, 
as well as our secondary band 
students shared their musical 
talents. It was a wonderful way to 
enter the holiday season!

Greenhouse
Touchet School District was awarded a 
$120,000 grant to build a greenhouse 
and provide materials for the agriculture 
program.  Featured in this newsletter is 
the new greenhouse and a tower garden 
Hydroponic System.  Students have been 
growing vegetables this fall.

Touchet’s Replacement EP&O Levy 
Is on Your February 8th Ballot

At the end of January, Touchet 
voters will receive ballots in their 
mail for the February 8, 2022 special 
election. Like many school districts, 
Touchet runs an Educational 
Programs and Operations (EP&O) 
Levy every three years, and 2022 
is no different. The proposed EP&O 
levy replaces the existing levy local 
voters approved in February of 2018 
and is not a new tax.  If approved 
on February 8, 2022, the EP&O 
Levy will be used to maintain 
essential educational programs, 
staff, and operating expenses in 
Touchet schools that are unfunded 
or under-funded by state and federal 
revenue.
Money from the levy accounts for 
approximately 15% of the district’s 
General Fund budget. The total 
annual collection amount for the 

2022 Levy is $734,966 – the same 
amount approved by Touchet 
voters in 2018. The estimated 
levy tax rate is $2.50 per $1,000 
of assessed property value, and 
will be collected over three years 
(2023-2025).

Where will the locally 
collected levy funds be 
distributed?

10% = Classroom 
Instruction 
Focuses on 
continued rigorous 

programs for all students by 
providing low student teacher 
ratios, meaningful professional 
development, and advanced 
placement classes.

Coffee with the Superintendent
Touchet community members are invited to join 
Superintendent Robert Elizondo for coffee each 
month before school from 7:30-8:30 AM in the 
school library. One meeting will be held in English 
and the other meeting in Spanish. All visitors must 
follow COVID safety protocols.  Coffee with the 
Superintendent is a great opportunity to stop by 
to share questions, concerns, or learn more about 
the great things happening in Touchet’s school.

Pre-School / 
Elementary Playground
In partnership with the ECEAP 
preschool, our district installed a 
24’x32’ playground for our early 
learners.  This project also partnered 
with Neilson Construction and Pierce 
Construction.  The project took shape 
in early November 2021.  Students 
have a place in the park area to play 
and enjoy the open air.

9% = Instructional Technology
Continued support of classroom 
instruction.
7% = Curriculum 
Continued support of classroom 
instructional materials.

10% = Support Programs 
Buildings, grounds, maintenance, 
transportation, and food services.

64% = Extra-Curricular Activities
Support athletic and non-athletic 
programs and activities.

More information and resources 
about Touchet’s 2022 EP&O 
Levy can be found on the 
district website at  
www.touchet.k12.wa.us, or 
feel free to call or stop by the 
school district office. Election 
day is Tuesday, February 
8th. Please remember to 
vote!  You can register to 
vote or find more voting 
information online at wei.sos.
wa.gov.  Tax exemptions and 
deferrals are available for 
senior citizens and individuals 
who are disabled. For more 
information, contact the Walla 
Walla County Assessor’s Office 
at 509-524-2560.  Ballots must 
be postmarked or returned by 
February 8th at 8:00 PM, and 
a drive-up ballot drop box is 
located in front of the Touchet 
School District Office at 90 
Champion Street.




