
 

Friday Update 
December 17, 2021 
 
Health Update 
For the week ending December 17, 2021, our COVID-19 confirmed positives were as follows: two (2) at Grant Intermediate and one (1) at 
MCMS. Per usual procedures, the IDPH guidelines were followed for quarantine and exclusions. Please understand that when your child 
presents COVID-like symptoms, the IDPH requires a negative COVID test to return to school. Our school health offices are merely following 
the guidelines set forth by the IDPH. If you have any questions, please contact our school health offices. Locust School: 815-568-7632 (Mrs. 
Weidner) and Grant/MCMS: 815-568-5720 (Mrs. Turner).  
 
Winter Break  
Last day of school for students grades PRE-K through 8th is Friday, December, 17, 2021. School will resume on Monday, January 3, 2022. 
During Winter Break, all school and district offices are closed. You may call and leave a voice message. We will check messages periodically.  
 
I thought I would end the year with a twist on the poem by Clement Clark Moore’s Twas the Night Before Christmas.   

‘Twas the Week Before Winter Break 
 

‘Twas the week leading up to winter vacation 
And the students were buzzing with anticipation. 

They swung from the ceilings and bounced off the walls 
And merrily scampered throughout the school halls. 

 
The tenacious teachers pushed on with their lessons 
But it seemed impossible to make any progression… 

The kids couldn’t focus on reading and writing 
When presents and parties seemed much more exciting. 

 
At least there was solace in the teachers’ lounge 

Where coffee and pastries could always be found. 
But just when the teachers had some peace and quiet 

The recess bell rang and it brought on the riot. 
 

“Walk Jenny, walk Connie, walk Kayla and Kristen! 
Walk Jimmy, walk Cindy, walk Connor and Tristan! 

Slow down –  and that goes for everyone here! 
You sound like a wild stampede of reindeer!” 

 
At last the kids made it back to their room 
Where holiday madness was in full bloom. 
Haphazardly littered with glitter and paint, 

When the janitor sees this, he’s going to faint! 
 

Teachers had to admit, although they were reckless, 
The students’ excitement was becoming infectious! 
And a recurring thought helped ease any frustration: 

“At least there’s only a few days ‘til vacation!” 
 

And on the last day, when the final bell rang, 
The students packed up as they chattered and sang. 

The teachers exclaimed as kids flocked out—oh what dears!, 
“Merry Christmas to All—We will see you next year!”             
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