
PCPS Community,
   As we draw to conclu-
sion the first semester of 
the third school year that 
has been impacted by 
Covid, we should take a 
moment to reflect on how 
the world of public schools 
has changed since March 
2020. 
   On the positive side 
we’ve seen tremendous 
leaps in the technology 
resources made available 
to teachers and students, 
discovered that schools 
are an effective agency 
for feeding a community 
during a crisis, and found 
our resiliency to push for-
ward no matter how diffi-
cult the challenges ahead 
might appear. 
   On the negative side 
we’ve seen workers in all 
classifications leave posi-
tions in numbers that sti-
fles our ability to function 
as we did in pre-Covid 
years,  have seen dramatic 
increases in incidents of 
student discipline while 
noticing growing deficits 
in academic achievement, 
and are just now beginning 
to understand the tre-

mendous effect on mental 
health that the pandemic 
has caused.  
   The past few years have 
been difficult to say the 
least, but Pulaski County 
Public Schools continues 
to navigate circumstanc-
es as well as any school 
division in the common-
wealth. We were the first 
in the region to bring 
students back to five days 
a week of in-person learn-
ing, one of the few divi-
sions around to get in two 
full seasons of fall sports, 
one of the first in the state 
to begin offering fine arts 
performances, one of only 
a handful of high schools 
that sponsored a prom and 
homecoming dance, one 
of the first in our region to 
begin offering field trips 
again, and possibly the 
only division in Southwest 
Virginia to experience an 
increase in enrollment 
during the pandemic. 
   In order to address some 
of the academic issues cit-
ed above, we successfully 
launched a before and after 
school learning recovery 
program at all levels with 

virtual tutoring, in-person 
tutoring, credit recovery, 
and STEAM camps which 
now have over 400 stu-
dents enrolled with partic-
ipation growing weekly.  
   Looking forward to 2022, 
there is reason for hope 
and optimism.  Covid rates 
are declining and growing 
numbers of vaccinated 
employees and students 
increases the possibility 
that all learning activi-
ties might return to some 
form of normalcy during 
this school year. Stimulus 
funding is allowing us to 
address some long stand-
ing capital projects in our 
schools such as providing 
air conditioning to areas 
that don’t currently have a 
system in place. Learning 

recovery programs are 
already being planned for 
the summer using a camp 
model that should create 
some enjoyable opportu-
nities for our students and 
families.  
   Finally, our biggest 
reason to believe there are 
better days ahead is that 
we have a tremendous 
group of caring and dedi-
cated faculty and staff who 
have successfully taken us 
this far and are poised to 
shift up to a higher gear 
as soon as circumstances 
allow. We feel good about 
our future and are excited 
to see what successes are 
in store next year for our 
students.  
   On behalf of the School 
Board and our school 
administrators, I’d like to 
wish each of you a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New 
Year!  I hope that everyone 
has an enjoyable holi-
day season and that your 
families remain happy and 
healthy throughout 2022.

Sincerely,
Dr. Kevin W. Siers
Superintendent

Pulaski County Public Schools
Pathway to a Brighter Tomorrow
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PCPS: Moving forward to a bright future

Dr. Kevin Siers, Superintendent
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December Events in Pulaski County Public Schools
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Please be aware that all events are subject to change. Consult with our websites and online 
calendars for any changes after the printing of this newsletter.
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Pulaski County Public Schools in Action
Pulaski County students, teachers and staff members are always on the move and doing great things in the 

classroom and community. Here are a few shots of those activities from the month of October.

The PCHS Competition Cheer squad earned their 4th straight Class 4, 
Region D Championship last month.

The PCHS Players finished 2nd at the subregional One Act Play
competition. They took second at the regional competition.

Early Childhood Development students and staff enjoyed a parade in 
honor of Thanksgiving.

Congratulations to Lady Cougar basketball seniors Taryn Blankenship 
and Ally Fleenor on signing their National Letters of Intent recently to 
play basketball at the college level. Taryn will be playing for Concord 

University. Ally will be playing for UVA-Wise.
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Pulaski County High School
PCHS prepping future leaders

   It seems like just 
yesterday that classes 
began at PCHS for the 
2021-22 school year! 
The first quarter flew 
by, but our students 
have made the most of 
their time! 
   All of us have read-
justed to some of the 
typical school norms, 
and we’ve transitioned 
into some great new 
ways to keep everyone 
safe each day while 
providing as many 

opportunities as 
possible.
   Our athletic 
teams, aca-
demic teams 
and fine arts 
programs have 
represented 
well and we’ve 
enjoyed the chance 
to welcome back stu-
dents and community 
members to events. It’s 
a pleasure to see ev-
eryone on campus to 
support and encourage 

our students.
   Several high-
lights of our 
school year 
include per-
formances in 
the theater and 

open doors at 
gym events. We 

were also able to host 
a successful home-
coming dance for all 
students on the tennis 
courts, and it was truly 
memorable for staff 
and students alike!

   Winter sports, 
MACC teams and 
more from our fine 
arts programs are com-
ing up, so follow us on 
Facebook and check 
our events calendar 
frequently.
We are excited to 
announce our Class 
of 2022 Most Valuable 
Cougar nominees at 
the end of the month, 
and we look forward to 
seeing how this group 
will represent their 

Jennifer Bolling 
Principal

Welding Christmas Spirit
You don’t normally pair metal working and the holidays togeth-
er in your mind, but the PCHS CTE welding class has found a 
way to put the two together. Seen here are Mr. Bobby Petty, 
welding instructor, and two of his students, junior Danielle 
Bolling and senior Darius Conner. Mr. Petty has been working 
with his students to make snowflakes out of horse shoe nails. 
The process involves welding several straight nails together, 
then bending and shaping others to make the patterns in the 
snowflakes. Since they’re done by hand, each one is unique, 
just like real snowflakes. The class is planning to eventually 
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Pulaski County Middle School
PCMS Bringing Club Day Back!

   The Pandemic has of 
course provided many 
challenges for schools, but 
we were excited that this 
year we could get back to 
some level of normalcy. 
   Students are able to 
attend school everyday 
and have a normal school 
day schedule. We have 
only had to use Virtual 
Days minimally. This has 
benefited students’ perfor-
mance in school and op-
portunities to build lasting 
friendships. 
   We have also been able 
to bring back Club Days, 
which are very popular 
with students and staff. 
   Club Day is one day a 
month during the last 
hour of the school day. 
Teachers host clubs that 
focus on the arts, STEM, 
gaming, sports and fit-
ness, social awareness and 
much more. 
   On Club Day we have 

over 50 Clubs 
spread through-
out the building. 
We also have two 
outside organi-
zations that host 
clubs with us  
- the T. G. How-
ard Community 
Center and the 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes.  Students and 
staff look forward to Club 
Day because it gives each 
of us an outlet to have fun 
and be creative.  
Upcoming events for 
PCMS
Dec 6-16 : “Not Your 
Momma’s Christmas Tree” 
School Faculty and Staff 
Competition
Dec 7: Christmas Band 
Concert
Dec 13: Christmas Choir 
Concert
Dec 14: PCMS Recogni-
tions and Presentation at 
the School Board Meeting

Rebecah Smith
Principal
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Critzer Elementary School
Critters keeping busy in 2021-22

   Critzer Elementary School 
is rolling right along, even 
with the “new normal” that 
COVID has brought to us.  
   We are currently conduct-
ing a canned food drive to 
support the City of Refuge 
who help so many across 
Pulaski County. The class 
who bring in the most 
canned goods will receive a 
pizza party. 
   We also just started a 
coloring contest for K-3rd 
grade students, and a writ-
ing contest for 4th and 
5th graders which is being 
sponsored by the TG How-
ard Center. Prizes will be 

awarded for the 
best coloring and 
writing.  Informa-
tion came home 
with students on 
November 29th. 
   Since we have 
been short-staffed 
with our custodial 
staff, we started a 
Clean Room contest. Each 
week, the custodians and 
two of our Nutrition Staff 
members will make notes 
on which classrooms are the 
cleanest at the end of each 
day. 
   We have asked our stu-
dents to be good citizens in 

picking up paper 
and crayons/pen-
cils from the floor 
and throwing it in 
the trash can so 
that our custodi-
ans do not have to 
work so hard in 

the evenings. 
   The class chosen 

as being the Cleanest for 
the Week receives a special 
visit from our Cafeteria 
Manager and Assistant 
Manager where they com-
plete a fun activity/craft 
with the winning class. 
   Before and after-school 
tutoring is being offered 

to students in 3rd, 4th and 
5th grades, along with a 
STEAM program on Mon-
days and Wednesdays. 
Please reach out to your 
child’s teacher for more 
information should you be 
interested. 
   As we enter this time of 
celebration and reflection, I 
asked that everyone please 
say thanks to all the faculty 
and staff for everything they 
do to support the students 
every day at CES. 
   We all appreciate the sup-
port from our families and 
look forward to a wonderful 
new year!

Nancy Dillon
Principal

DARE graduation
Mrs. Underwood’s class celebrated their graduation from the D.A.R.E. 
program recently! Critzer would like to send a special thank you out to 
Deputy Thompson for all of his hard work in helping the students reach 
this goal.

Mr. Rorrer's class was so excited to receive and read their November 
books from their Scholastic Book Sponsors. Mr. Rorrer would like to thank 
everyone that has sponsored his class this year, and made books more 
accessible to his students.
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Dublin Elementary School
Shamrocks focused, setting goals
   The fall has been very 
busy for students and staff 
at Dublin Elementary.  We 
have enjoyed having most 
of our Shamrock family 
back together for this 
school year!  
   While we are focusing 
on academics and filling 
learning gaps, we are also 
focusing on celebrating 
our school community.    
   DES has school wide 

expectations 
in every area 
of the build-
ing, such as 
the hallways, 
cafeteria, 
restrooms, 
classrooms, 
and play-
grounds.   
   They follow our Sham-
rock Pledge in which we 
promise to:

- Respect ourselves 
and others
- Own our Attitudes
- Choose to be Re-
sponsible
- Keep DES Safe
   That’s how Sham-
rocks R.O.C.K! 

   Teachers and staff 
members recognize 

students who exhibit good 
character by following our 
school wide expectations. 

Each morning, a good 
character slip is drawn 
from each group of grade 
levels and the students 
are recognized on the 
morning announcements. 
You’ll hear us often say, 
Shamrocks ROCK!  
   We are so thankful for 
our school community 
and our awesome stu-
dents!

Elizabeth Webb
Principal

Shamrocks recognize Veterans
Each year, Dublin Elementary School takes time to recognize the many 
Veterans who live in our area. They decorate the side fence with a 
special message to Veterans and make signs to thank them for their 
service. While COVID-19 may have slowed down some of the events 
that normally take place, the Shamrock students were still eager to let 
our local Veterans know how much they appreciate them.



   Two PES second-graders 
were surprised recently 
when their father, SSG 
Joseph Flesher, returned 
home from a year overseas.
   Their mother, Jessica 
Flesher, works at PES as 
a SPED Para. When she 
found out her husband was 
coming home the day after 
Veterans Day, she told PES 
Principal Mike Price, who 
put a plan into action.
   With the students all 
called outside for a fire 
drill, Price announced that 
Josie and Jack had a sur-
prise from their mother. 
SSG Flesher walked out 
and his children immedi-
ately rushed to him.
   “We’re just really happy 

to see this reunion and to 
be able to help make it a 
special event for them,” 
Price said. “This was a 
great way for us to end out 
the week of celebrating and 
recognizing our Veterans. 
I know our staff and stu-
dents were thrilled to be a 
part of it.”
   As a part of their Veter-
ans Day activities Thurs-
day, students at PES wrote 
letters to Veterans and 
Active Duty military mem-
bers thanking them for 
their services. The letters 
from Josie and Jack’s class-
es were for SSG Flesher. 
After the initial hugs and 
greetings, Josie presented 
those to her father.
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Pulaski Elementary School
Price happy with PES progress
   Things have been going 
well at Pulaski Elementary. 
We are so happy to have the 
majority of our kids back. 
   We were able to success-
fully have a face to face 
Open House. Our parents 
showed up in great num-
bers, and they have helped 
us so much this year. We 
also had Parent Teacher 
conferences in which the 
teachers were treated to 
Olive Garden.  
   Our PTO is fully func-
tioning again, and they are 
hard at work providing 
many treats for the students 
and staff.   Teachers have 
been busy providing neat 
activities for their students 

as well.  
   This was our 
Instructional Fo-
cus month, so we 
recognized some 
of our students, 
faculty, and staff.
   Our Student 
of the Month is 
Timothy Talbert. 
Teacher of the Month is 
Crystal Latsch. Employee of 
the Month is Kim Secrist.  
   So far this year, PES has 
successfully participated 
in Red Ribbon Week and 
Spirit Week. Students and 
staff had fun dressing up 
during these fun days. We 
had many activities such as 
drawing your own portrait, 

snow cones for the 
winning anti-drug 
poster, and weekly 
prize winners. 
   We are also in the 
middle of a canned 
food drive to help 
out families in 

need.  We are proud 
to announce that 

we have over 1,300 cans so 
far, and that number keeps 
growing.
   We were also excited to 
celebrate Veteran’s Day 
with a soldier being able to 
surprise his family during a 
fire drill. In addition, Pulas-
ki Elementary successfully 
completed their One Book 
One School project by read-

ing the Chocolate Touch.  
This school wide initiative 
had students drawing candy 
bars and parents, faculty, 
students, and staff creating 
cookbooks.  These cook-
books will eventually be 
available to purchase for a 
fundraising effort. 
   We have more and more 
students signing up for 
before and after school 
tutoring. In the Spring, we 
are planning for more field 
trips for all grades, and a 
lot of initiatives that will 
pique student and parent 
interests.    
   We are excited about what 
the future has in store for 
PES. 

Mike Price
Principal

A happy homecoming surprise at PES

PES Staff and students welcomed home SSG Flesher recently. The video of that 
reunion, posted on the school system Facebook page, has gone viral.



Riverlawn Elementary School
Riverlawn Bees keep buzzing

   Riverlawn Elementary is 
the place to be, or at least 
that’s the motto of the Riv-
erlawn Bees. Even though 
we are living in unprece-
dented times, the staff and 
students still come togeth-
er like a family and enjoy 
various activities through-
out the year.  This semester 
has been no exception.  
WRES News 
   Did you know that 
Riverlawn has it’s very 
own news channel called 
WRES? Students and staff 
both take turns being news 
reporters everyday in order 
to bring the latest up to 
date news and information 
to the Riverlawn Commu-
nity. WRES News cast can 
be found every morning 
on Riverlawn Elementary 
Facebook Page.    
   Once a month, the news 
team at WRES  highlights 
a special segment in the 
news called, “Learning is 
Fun.” A variety of learn-
ing activities that have 
occurred throughout the 
month are showcased.  
Riverlawn Bee Bucks
   Riverlawn students also 
participate in earning bee 
bucks throughout their day 
by being caught following 
school wide expectations, 
being respectful, kind and 
working hard. Students 
may use their Bee Bucks 

for a variety of ac-
tivities through-
out the day such 
as teaching PK 
or Kindergarten 
class how to make 
a craft, helping 
a staff member 
of their choice, or 
reading to anoth-
er student. Students may 
also cash in bee bucks for 
treasure chest items, lunch 
with a different grade, or 
extra recess and PE time.  
Fun Fall Activities
   There are a variety of 
activities Riverlawn staff 
and students participate in 
during the fall months. 
   Some of the traditional 
activities include learning 
all about Fire Prevention 
and Fire Safety. The local 
firemen volunteer a day 
of their time to bring a 
variety of fire trucks for 
students to look at and sit 
in. They also share the im-
portance of fire safety and 
what to do in case there’s 
a fire.
   One of Riverlawn’s 
favorite fall activity is the 
yearly pumpkin decorating 
contest. Each classroom 
and or team will decorate a 
pumpkin to display. Once 
displayed, staff, students, 
and the community will 
vote for their favorite 
pumpkin by sending mon-

etary donations. 
The top two class 
pumpkins who 
raise the most 
money will get 
to participate in 
the yearly school 
wide yearly movie 

field trip. All re-
maining proceeds 

for the pumpkin go to a 
special fund called Kids 
Helping Kids which is used 
to support Clubs and other 
fun student activities. 
New Activities to Riverlawn
   A group of 5th grade stu-
dents took it upon them-
selves to write persuasive 
letters to Mrs. Sink and Mr. 
Kidd in order to convince 
them to allow students 
to wear their Halloween 
costumes to school. This 
trend caught on with other 
students in the building 
which ended in 150 differ-
ent students writing letters 
expressing their desire 
for costumes. Students 
were allowed to wear 
their costumes to school 
and received a treat in the 
hallway while transitioning 
to lunch on the Thursday 
before fall break! 
Veteran Visit
   Students at Riverlawn 
learned the importance of 
Honor Veterans by listen-
ing to Lieutenant Colonel 
Hall share about his time 

in service. Students also 
made thank you cards 
which were passed out to 
Veterans who attended the 
Veteran’s Day Celebration 
hosted by the Elks Lodge 
in Pulaski.  
Upcoming Fun
   Riverlawn Elementary 
has two Elves that like to 
make an appearance after 
Thanksgiving Break. These 
elves will be sighted by 
students throughout the 
day in various places in the 
building. Riverlawn stu-
dents are already starting to 
ask when they can expect to 
see the Elves.

Kimberly Sink
Principal
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Lieutenant Colonel Hall spoke 
with RES students as a part of 
the Veterans Day recognition. 
He told students about his 
time in service and some of the 
things he experienced while 
serving.
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Snowville Elementary School
Huskies prep for testing, honor Veterans

   Snowville Elementary 
School students have been 
busy this semester!
   Many of our students 
have been participating in 
the Pulaski County
Public Schools Academic 
Academy where students 
can receive both
remediation and enrich-
ment support in the morn-
ings and in the
afternoons. 

   This program 
is proving to be a 
valuable asset to 
our instructional 
delivery as we 
work diligently to 
close the
instructional gaps 
as a result from 
the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
   Benchmark
testing will also be taking 

place through-
out the month of 
December and
testing dates will 
go home on our 
monthly calendar.   
   We are also
gearing up for 
the holidays and 

are working with 
United Soldiers and
Sailors of America to send 
holiday cards to those 

serving in our
United States military. Our 
holiday program this year 
will be held via
social media where we 
will be featuring one grade 
level per day
singing their holiday 
songs.  
   Follow us on Facebook to 
watch these videos and to 
see what else our Snowville 
Huskies have been up to!

Amy Shrewsbury
Principal

Huskies salute Veterans
Snowville Elementary School students took time November 11 to 
recognize and celebrate Veterans living in their part of the county. 
Each year, Snowville students reenact the raising of the American 
Flag over Iwo Jima in front of Veterans invited to the ceremony. 
COVID-19 put  a pause to that, but the students were still abel to 
get the word out to thank the Veterans.



News from around the Cougar Den
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Most Valuable Cougar candidates announced
Congratulations to our Class of 2022 nominees for the Most Valuable Cougar Award. The Most Valuable Cougar Award is the most presti-
gious award bestowed upon a member of the Pulaski County HIgh School senior class.  The nominees were chosen by their fellow class-
mates and each nominee is an outstanding representative of the Class of 2022. These students will serve as ambassadors for the student 
body during our senior year. This year, the candidates are (from left) Elija Rollins, Skyy Semones, Gwendolyn Puckett, Kimberly Lyons, 
Brooke Arnold, Arushi Arora, Carrie Blankenship, and Allen Queen.

FFA honors Veterans
Members of the Pulaski County High School and Giles High School 
FFA Chapters spent a part of their day Thursday honoring those 
Veterans who are laid to rest at the Southwest Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery in Dublin. The two Ag teachers and FFA sponsors, Carley 
Pavan-Ballard of Pulaski and Haylie Thompson of Giles, helped 
their students place flowers at the foot of each gravestone. Work-
ers and volunteers at the SWVVC were already busy there placing 
flags on each grave in honor of Veterans Day as well. By the end 
of the day, the two chapters had placed over 400 flowers at the 
markers.

HOSA students in action
Members of HOSA recently collected donations from local busi-
nesses and then held a raffle with those items to raise money for 
a project. The students wanted to create gift baskets for PCHS 
teachers and staff members who have battled and won against 
breast cancer. The group raised enough money to fill each box with 
personalized gifts to help brighten the day of those cancer survi-
vors. Several boxes were presented. In this photo, we see the HOSA 
members with survivors Becky Roseberry and Amanda Dishon. 
This is just one more example of Pulaski County students making a 
positive impact in their community.
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SALUTING AND HONORING OUR VETE� NS

Pulaski County Public Schools are proud to recognize our employees who have served their nation in the Armed Forces.


