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Parents & Students

We wanted to take this opportunity to let you know about the spring semester and some things
that will be changing regarding absenteeism and final exams.  We have been allowing students
to opt in or opt out of final exams the last three (3) semesters due to COVID-19 protocols and the
lack of options students had for prevention of the virus.  With vaccinations being available to
students as young as five (5), we will start the process of moving back to our normal attendance
and final exam policies.

Excused and unexcused absences determine whether a student can or cannot make up
work and they both count toward a student’s total number of absences for the semester
and for the purposes of exemption from final exams. School (Activity) absences are the
ONLY absences that do not count toward the total number for the semester or the exemption
criteria used when determining whether or not a student has met the exemption requirements.

For an absence to be considered “excused” a parent/legal guardian must call the building
principal or send a note to the school with the student when they return.  Excused absences will
allow the student to make up any work that was missed while absent.  Without communication
from the parent/legal guardian, the absence will be considered “unexcused” and students will not
be allowed to make up their missed assignments.

Final exams have been optional, but starting with the spring semester they will be required for all
students in grades 6-12.  Final exams account for 20% of the semester grade and must be taken
by all students unless they are exempt due to meeting certain grade/attendance requirements.

- Students with a final average of 90 or higher can be exempt from final exams if they have
4 absences or less.

- Students with a final average of 80-89 can be exempt from final exams if they have 3
absences or less.



- Students with a final average of 70-79 can be exempt from final exams if they have 2
absences or less.

- Students with a final average of 69 or lower will not be exempt from final exams.
- Students who have chosen the Virtual Option will not be exempt from final exams.

We encourage parents and students to work with their teachers and principals to identify areas
where students need assistance.  State testing and absentee rates will continue to impact our
students and our school.  What we have seen this first semester is that to recover learning loss
from the last two school years, we need students in seats on a consistent basis.  We continue to
monitor the COVID-19 situation in our area and we will adapt our procedures as necessary.

It is important that parents/legal guardians communicate with the principal’s office when your
student is absent.  Without that communication, the student will not be able to make up work
from that absence and it will adversely affect his/her grade.  The goal of this communication is to
ensure that parents know when students aren’t in class and that the office knows why students
aren’t in class.

We are continuously working to get back to a more normal experience for our students and staff.
The situation has improved a great deal since March 2020, but there are still concerns that have
to be considered when bringing large groups of students together each day.  Our custodial and
maintenance staff is one of the best and they have done an outstanding job of providing a safe
physical environment for our students and staff.

Have a safe and enjoyable holiday season and we’ll see everyone back here on January 4th.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!!

Sincerely

Jason Lindley
Superintendent
Hartshorne Public Schools


