
 

       
 

TIMOTHY A. OLDENBURG, Ed.D. 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

 

 
December 16, 2021 

 

Dear Tonawanda City School District Students, Families, and Staff: 

 

In an effort to share factual information and provide continued transparency, the district is aware of a post 

on TikTok that refers to a threat to school safety “for every school in the USA, even elementary,” on 

Friday, December 17.  

The post appears to be part of a national TikTok trend and did not originate in our school district.  We 

have heard reports from other districts that the same post is circulating in their schools.  Despite this post 

not being a credible threat to our school community, we have investigated the situation and are taking it 

seriously.  

The district has been in contact with local authorities regarding the post, who have determined that it is 

not credible, and is actually a regurgitation of other posts that didn’t originate in our area designed to 

cause fear.  

I wanted to reiterate that we take EVERY alleged comment and safety concern extremely seriously.  We 

follow our safety and security protocols every time a concern is brought to our attention.  Our district and 

Police Department will do everything within our power to ensure that our schools and surrounding 

community is and remains a safe and secure environment for our students, staff, and community..   

This situation serves as a good example of why it is important for students to avoid sharing posts online 

that refer to school safety threats.  Even if they are not credible threats, they can sometimes cause stress 

and anxiety for our students, families, and staff.  We appreciate the efforts that our families continually 

make to monitor their children’s social media activity and speak with them about proper behavior online.  

All district buildings and events will continue on with normal operations Friday morning.  If you or your 

child become aware of any potential threat posted to social media or anywhere else, please notify your 

school principal or trusted adult right away.  

 

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Timothy A. Oldenburg, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

      TONAWANDA CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
100 HINDS STREET 

TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 14150 
716-694-7784-Phone               716-695-8738-Fax 

 


