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December 16, 2021 
 
Dear Sanford School Department Families: 
 
In case you were not already aware, several state and Federal threat assessment partners 
have shared with the Maine Department of Education an update on a harmful social media 
trend that seems specific to TikTok in 2021. In recent days there have been posts on TikTok 
stating that on Friday, Dec. 17th, there is a challenge to call in bomb threats, school shooting 
threats, etc. at schools in the United States. These posts did not originate from our area. 
We have alerted our School Resource Officers and the Sanford Police Department, and they 
are increasing their presence in the Sanford educational community.   
 
As of this writing, there have been no local, credible threats.  Social media is very present 
in the lives of most of our students.  It is a powerful tool that can be leveraged to influence 
and disrupt.  I ask for parents’ help in remaining vigilant when monitoring students’ online 
interactions, and to carry an awareness of these kinds of threats.  Please take time to 
counsel your child(ren) about the influence of social media, and the potential consequences 
of engaging in these destructive social media trends.   
 
We must take every threat seriously.   Students who make threats face the possibility of 
suspension or expulsion, and possible legal consequences.    
 
Thank you for your cooperation and support of keeping our schools safe.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Matt Nelson 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 


