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December 14, 2021 

 

Dear Families, 

 

To dispel all of the rumors, below is an update on the incident that happened on school grounds on Friday 

and our current COVID numbers.   

  

There are many different rumors that have been shared with me on social media on what supposedly 

transpired on school grounds.   As is frequently the case, rumors are not normally correct on the 

facts.  This communication is to inform you on the actual events from last Friday.  At approximately 3:30 

in the afternoon two students walked onto the grounds from the town library.  One of the two students is 

currently not allowed on school grounds so he was trespassing.  The students were engaged in mischief 

when an administrator went outside to confront them.  At that point both students ran off the grounds. 

Contrary to some of the rumors, the students did not enter the school building, the students did not have 

any weapons, and a lockdown was not called.  The state police were called to report the mischief and the 

trespass.  The District is working with the police and the families of the students involved.  The District 

will be keeping the school doors locked for afterschool activities. 

 

Similar to what we are seeing in the region, the District has seen a significant increase in our COVID 

positive cases.  In the last two days, Districtwide there have been 14 students and 2 adults that have 

reported to the District that they have tested positive.  Most of these cases are at the elementary 

level.  With each case we diligently follow the Department of Health (DOH) flow charts to provide a 

contact tracing list to DOH.  Following the flow charts, most of our contacts come from exposure on the 

bus or in the cafeteria.  The cases we are seeing are scattered throughout the building and on different 

buses.  Unfortunately as with any case, other students and adults are impacted by the DOH requirement to 

quarantine. Currently the number of students in quarantine is 123.  The good news is that the data is still 

showing that the practices we have put in place (vaccinations, mask wearing, seating arrangements) are 

working to minimize the spread on campus.   

 

Thank you for all you have done to keep your children and families safe.  Your hard work has allowed us 

to keep schools open for in-person instruction.  As we continue to celebrate the holidays with our 

families, please remain safe and take measures to protect yourself and others so that we can continue to 

keep our schools safe and open for learning.  The guidelines we have been following which include: face 

coverings, social distancing, handwashing, avoiding large gatherings, and keeping children home if they 

are sick are so important to continue. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, have a safe holiday with your family. 

 

Sincerely, 

Tammy J. Sutherland 

Superintendent of Schools 


