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Dates to remember 
Friday, December 10 – Holiday Choir Concert 
(Elementary & Secondary), 6:00-7:00 pm, Big Gym 
 
Thursday, December 16 – Board of Directors Meeting, 
6:00-7:00 pm, Aqua 5 
 
Monday-Friday, December 20-31 – Holiday Break 
 
Monday, January 3-Thursday, March 10 – Open 
Enrollment Period for 2022-23 

 

Secondary Students of the Month selected 
Congratulations to the following Students of the Month 
for November, chosen for their display of the character 
trait of Professional Work Habits: 
 
Akyedzi “Chez” Acheampong, grade 7, is the son of 

Asante and Abena Acheampong.  At 
school, he is active in the band and 
enjoys sports – especially basketball.  
Chez’s immediate goals include 
staying involved in athletics and being 
a good influence on others.  He has a 
special interest in astronomy and, 

long-term, wants to attend college to pursue a degree 
and career in an astronomy-related field.  
 
“Chez does an excellent job managing his time as well as keeping 
others on task.  His dedication to absorbing as much information as 
possible is infectious!  Chez is truly a role model inside and outside of 
class.” – Mrs. Callahan 

 
Stella York, grade 7, is the daughter of Kevin and Cara 

York.  She is active in cross country, 
track & field, gymnastics and 
basketball, and enjoys working out in 
her family’s home gym.  Stella loves 
school and her favorite subjects are 
science, Spanish and math.  She has 
several goals, including earning all A’s 

as often as possible, beating her personal 2-mile run 
time of 15:35, and staying organized her whole life.  

Stella plans to attend college after high school and 
aspires to be an orthodontist.  
 
“Stella, as her name suggests, is a star when it comes to professional 
work habits.  She is spectacularly organized, always prepared for her 
classes, manages her time well and completes her work with a high 
level of quality.  Great job, Stella!” – Ms. Myers 

 
Analese “Ana” Lau, grade 9, is the daughter of Maurine 

and Paul Lau.  Her interests include 
singing/choir and anything involving 
art.  In her free time, she babysits and 
works at the Bayshore Resort in the 
summer.  Ana’s goals include 
improving her abilities in art, learning 
effective time management skills and 

discovering new career interests.  At the moment, she 
plans to pursue a bachelor’s degree in college and start 
a small business on Etsy.   
 
“Ana shows professional work habits at all times in school.  Her work 
is always complete, neat and accurate.  Ana is a model student who 
is determined to learn and succeed.” – Mrs. Lettinga 

 
Isaac Deneau, grade 11, is the son of David and Rebecca 

Deneau.  He is dual-enrolled in the 
Career-Tech Center’s Engineering 
Academy and plans to do a summer 
internship associated with the 
program this summer.  Isaac’s 
interests include reading, Redstone 
engineering (a Minecraft video game 

activity), bicycling, hiking and constructing everything – 
from mechanisms to props – out of LEGO blocks.  At 
school, he enjoys playing the trombone in band.  Isaac 
hopes to earn all A’s in his classes this year; to stay 
healthy by getting enough rest, eating healthier foods 
and exercising; and to be a better friend and teammate.  
Ultimately, he plans to attend college to pursue a 
degree in mechanical engineering.  
 
“Isaac stands out as a student who consistently demonstrates 
professional work habits. He consistently produces quality work, 
completes additional tasks and has an obvious desire to do well.  His 
work habits allow this to not only to be possible, but results in his 
excelling in his academics.” – Mr. Drost 
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Holiday Choir Concert tonight 
If you missed last night’s amazing band concert, you can 

still enjoy some beautiful holiday 
music tonight, December 10 
with a special performance by 
our Elementary & Secondary 
Choirs.  The Elementary, 
Mustang and Chamber Choirs 
will entertain with familiar carols 

and winter-themed songs in the Big Gym at 6:00 pm.  
This event is free and open to the public and masks will 
be required of all attendees, regardless of vaccination 
status.  We hope to see you there! 
 

Open Enrollment period begins  
Grand Traverse Academy's Open Enrollment period for 
the 2022-23 school year begins on Monday, January 3 
and continues through Thursday, March 
10.  Enrollment Information Meetings are planned as 
shown below.  Each includes a brief presentation, time 
for Q & A and a tour of our facilities.  Masks are 
required and safe distancing will be practiced. 
 

Enrollment Information Meetings 
Day Date Time 

Tuesday January 11 9:30 am 

Thursday January 20 9:30 am 

Wednesday February 2 6:00 pm 

Tuesday February 8 9:30 am 

Monday February 21 6:00 pm 

Tuesday March 1 9:30 am 

Thursday March 3 6:00 pm 

Monday March 7 9:30 am 

Wednesday March 9 6:00 pm 

 
If you have friends or family members who are 
interested in learning more about Grand Traverse 
Academy for their children, please invite them to 
contact Amy Truesdell at (231) 932-6900 or 
truesdella@mygta.us to reserve their spot at one of our 
meetings.  
 

Volunteers needed 
Mrs. VanHouzen is looking for assistance with an 
upcoming event planned for high school students.  
“Reality Check” takes place on the morning of 
December 17 from 8:00 am-12:10 pm.  Students will 
receive a hypothetical job and salary and have one hour 
to use them to make decisions about housing, groceries, 

phone plans and so much more.  Think of it as a live 
version of “The Game of Life”!  There will be 18 
different booths that students will visit to make their 
choices; this is where your help is needed.  If you are 
able to volunteer your time to this awesome 
educational event, please click on this sign-up form to 
register.  If you have an elementary student who needs 
to be picked up at 11:50, please indicate this on the 
form so that we can accommodate you.       
 

$1,000 school survey sweepstakes 
announced  
Year after year, our enrollment applications tell us that 

the recommendations of friends, 
relatives or satisfied GTA parents are 
the number one reason why parents 
choose to pursue Grand Traverse 
Academy for their children’s 
education.  We’d like to introduce an 

opportunity to not only share your thoughts about our 
school with others but to have your name entered for a 
chance to win $1,000 for doing so!  Parents, students 
and recent alumni are all eligible.  For details and a link 
to a short survey, go to the Niche website and choose 
Michigan and Grand Traverse Academy in the selection 
box.  Responses are anonymous and will be displayed 
on the Niche site to help others find a school that is just 
right for their children!  Don’t delay – the deadline to 
enter is December 31, 2021 at 11:00 pm EST.           
 

Last call for Lost & Found 
Our Lost & Found closet is full to the brim and needs to 
be cleared out before the Holiday Break.  If your child is 
missing a uniform piece, outerwear, water bottle, lunch 
bag, etc., please call us at 995-0665 to set up a time to 
stop by and take a look.  Any items remaining after 
December 17 (with the exception of uniform pieces) will 
be donated to the Goodwill.  The Lost & Found is 
located in the vestibule at the junction of the 
Elementary and Secondary wings. 
 

Save the date 
GTA sophomores will take a field trip to the Career-Tech 
Center on Wednesday, February 2 for a tour and 
information sessions designed to inform them of their 
opportunities during their junior and senior years at the 
CTC.  Over 20 different career and technical programs 
are offered to area students, from agriculture to 
robotics!  Watch for details as the date approaches.   

https://forms.gle/QEbESWVpUuGKiiQP8
https://www.niche.com/k12/school-survey-sweepstakes/
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Don’t forget our survey! 
As part of our Continuous Improvement Plan, we have 
committed to collecting feedback from our stakeholders 
(parents and staff) on the current status of GTA, as it 
aligns with the Glasser Quality School criteria, twice per 
school year.  Parents were sent a survey via email on 
November 18.  If you have not already filled it out, we 
encourage you to check your inbox and take a few 
minutes to complete and submit it.  Your responses will 
provide school leadership with the opportunity to both 
identify areas of improvement and receive positive 
feedback.  Thank you for your participation.  
 

Choice Theory:  The Ten Axioms  
                                                                                     by Mindy VanHouzen 

An axiom is defined as a statement that is regarded as 
being established, accepted, or self-
evidently true.  For the next few 
weeks we will be exploring the Ten 
Axioms of Choice Theory.  The axioms 
help us to understand ourselves and 
each other. 
 

Axiom #7:   All we do is behave.  All of our behavior is 
purposeful and is chosen to satisfy one of the five basic 
needs (survival, love & belonging, power, freedom, fun). 
 
Axiom #8:  All behavior is Total Behavior and is made 
up of four components:  acting, thinking, feeling and 
physiology.  You may have seen a drawing of the 
“behavior car” at some time that explains this axiom.  
All of these components are present at all times.  When 
I am exercising, the physical movement is considered 
acting.  While I am exercising I will also be thinking.  For 
me it would be something like, “This is the longest video 
EVER!”  I will also be feeling.  My feeling component 
may be exhilaration, or I may feel gladness.  As far as 
physiology goes, my heart rate will be racing and I may 
be sweating.  All four components are in play. 
 

At-home health screening reminder 
Our goal for the 2021-22 school year and beyond is for 
our students and staff to stay healthy so that we may 
remain open for in-person instruction.  With COVID-19 
cases on the rise in recent weeks, it is so important for 
parents to screen for illness before bringing your 
children to school, especially for COVID-19 symptoms, 
and keeping them home if necessary – both in their best 
interest and for the protection of others.  Please check 
for the following:  fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, sore 

throat, new uncontrolled cough, new absence of taste or 
smell, diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain or new onset 
of a severe headache (especially with a fever).  Please 
keep children home with any of these symptoms.  If 
your child is symptomatic, please refer to the attached 
Student Screening tool to determine if they should be 
tested for COVID-19 and when they may return to 
school, based on the guidance for their symptoms.  If a 
member of your family has had a positive result on a 
home test, it is important to tell your health care 
provider as soon as possible so that the Health 
Department can begin the contact tracing process to 
alert those who may have been exposed.  With your 
help, we can all stay healthy and in school, where 
students learn the best!      
 

School absences or late arrivals 
If your child will be late for school or absent for the day, 

please notify the office by 8:30 am.  Parents will be 
called to verify any unexcused absences after that time. 
 

Elementary 995-0665   /   Secondary 932-6038 

 

GTA Family Council fundraising/gift giving 
opportunities 
Bracelets.  Looking for a great holiday gift or stocking 
stuffer for your favorite Mustang?  GTA Pride bracelets 
are now available to all students in grades K-12!  These 
fun bracelets sport our school colors to show our 
MUSTANG PRIDE!  See the attached flyer for an 
example and to place your order, or order here:  GTA 
Pride Bracelet Order Form.  Questions?  Contact Kristin 
Boogaard at (616) 328-4646 
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com. 
  
Car wash coupons.  Car wash coupons make great gifts 
or stocking stuffers and are a convenient way to keep 
your own ride clean and tidy.  Purchase a Mirror Image 
single basic wash coupon for $7 or a book of five for 
$35.  Full-service interior & exterior washes are 
available for $25 each or $125 for a book of five.  Profits 
will support the GTA Family Council's efforts throughout 
the school year.  Follow this link to purchase:  GTA FC 
CAR WASH or contact Kristin Boogaard at (616) 328-
4646 or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  
 
          Reminder:  Be sure to join the Facebook 
group, GTA Family Council, to stay connected and keep 
up to date with all the amazing service opportunities. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
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Ongoing events 
Secondary Pizza Days – Every Thursday (order and pay 
on Tuesdays using forms provided in Advisory 
classrooms), $1.50 per slice of cheese or pepperoni 
 
Secondary Bagel Sales – Every Wednesday in 
Multipurpose Rooms 3 & 4, 7:40-8:00 am, $1.50 each 
for several varieties 
 
Fill the Pantry Jeans Days – January 13, March 24, May 
26 

 
 
      

Dad jokes from Don 
 

My wife asked me last night if 
I’d seen the dog bowl.  
 
I told her I didn’t know that he 
could!  



Appendix B COVID-19 Return to School Toolkit August 5, 2020 

Student Screening 

Screen your child for the following symptoms daily before they leave for school. Follow the directions 
below if your child displays symptoms or has been exposed. 

Symptoms 
☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
☐ Sore throat
☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic

cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Close Contact/Potential Exposure 
In the past 14 days, has your child: 

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19: OR

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with person under
quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR

☐ Had a travel history

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school. 

If the answer is YES to any symptoms question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question, 
call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call 
your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to 
www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19. 

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, but NO to any close contact/potential exposure 
questions, your student may return based on the guidance for their symptoms (see “Managing 
Communicable Diseases in Schools”):  

• Fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing
medications

• Sore throat: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 doses of antibiotic have
been taken);

• Cough/Shortness of breath: improvement
• Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours
• Severe headache: improvement

DISCLAIMER: This screening tool is subject to change based on the latest information on COVID-19. 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and 
Considerations 



 

Family Council

GTA Pride Bracelets

Order HERE 
Now 

 

$8 each or 
2 for $15 or 

3 for $20
Want to do something nice

for another student?
Consider buying an extra one

and giving it to a friend!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride

