
BOARD NEWS
Regular Meeting of the Proctor Board of Education

August 23, 2021

1. Commended Anthony Wood for coordinating the All Sport and Activity Fair which was held on
Monday, August 9th at the St. Luke’s Sports & Event Center.

2. Commended and thanked Tim Rohweder, all of the coaches, and activity advisors for their help
and efforts to make the inaugural All Sport and Activity Fair a success.

3. Commended Randy Schmidt (District Facilities Engineer) and his staff for the job of getting our
facilities ready for the start of school.

4. Congratulated the Junior Legion Baseball Team for placing 6th in the state tournament.
5. Thanked Ted Kiefat for filming the Mental Health Awareness for Athletes and Veterans event

held at Hermantown High School.
6. Congratulated the Cheerleading Team who attended the National Cheerleading Association

summer Cheer Camp in Two Harbors and received the following awards:  Stunt S.A.F.E, Most
improved at Camp, and voted by their peers for the NCA Spirit Award for the entire camp.

7. Public Participation - Jennifer mentioned emails the board has received.
a. Tara Talarico was opposed to the mask mandate, mentioned other schools, board

responsibilities, and equitable education that results in higher student achievement.
b. Stacey Dunbar recognized the difficulty of the last 18 months and thanked the board for

navigating the difficult situation.  She further talked about transparency, science, nurse’s
code of ethics, parental decision in wearing masks, and differences of opinion.

c. Courtney Urban was opposed to the mask mandate, asked for compromise, talked about
the difficulty of mandates, and promoted informed choices.

d. Erik Sather talked about his personal experiences with COVID patients as a physician,
mitigation strategies, vaccine misinformation, the delta variant, applauded teachers for
distance learning this past year, and personal experiences with his son.

e. Alec Erdmann spoke in favor of masking and protecting others including those who
cannot mask and the immunocompromised.  He said the school board was tasked with
keeping people safe.

f. Dehlia Seim thanked the board for its commitment and its responsibility to provide a safe
learning environment for kids, and children who are not eligible for vaccines.  She listed
sources for those who recommend masks, and implored the board to mandate masks.

g. Renee Pedersen stated she was compelled to speak to keep kids safe.  She talked about
the importance of  in person learning for students and families and the need for a district
mandated mask policy.

h. Matt Dunaisky thanked the board for its work and spoke about his personal experience
with vaccines, the flu, the delta variant, and masking.

i. Nate Hinks asked the board to make the right choice and let parents decide if they want to
mask.

j. Kayla Erdmann thanked the board for last year’s decisions to keep kids safe.  She
referenced those who cannot be vaccinated or are immunocompromised.  She advocated
for students to be in school five days a week.

k. Ryan Mathieu thanked the board for being able to speak.  He stated everyone wants kids



to be in school.  He referenced the flu, the impact on businesses and staying home,
parental choice, kids’ immune systems, and what other schools are doing.

l. Amy Folkestad offered support to enforce the mask mandate. She spoke about mitigation
strategies, researching and finding evidence on both sides, and the interest of the entire
district.

m. Cory Johnson spoke about the current debate, family choice, and other schools’ plans.
n. Darcy Hoops talked about her child’s experience with masks and asked for personal

choice.
o. Tara Saukko spoke about personal experience with COVID, the controversy with masks

and advocated for personal choice.
p. Cody Zack spoke about the variants, personal experience with COVID, and volunteerism.
q. Andrew Bianconi referenced agencies, personal experiences with COVID, and taking a

harder look at masks.
r. Corey Stibbe stated  his position regarding not masking until we have to.
s. Ashley Dunbar stated she had done a lot of research, sent that research to board members,

and said to reach out to her; she is willing to share it. She quoted information from
studies regarding the efficacy of some masks.  She listed ways to protect children.

t. Britni Hardy referenced masks and the Pledge of Allegiance.
u. Amanda Kylden thanked the board for letting her speak.  She talked about emails and

responses, personal experiences with masks and the Coronavirus, students should be in
school, and parental choice.

v. Tom Covington referenced masks in school and out of school.  He talked about COVID,
fears, survival rates, and his work with boy scouts.

w. Hendrick Hicks spoke in favor of masks and his personal experiences with school last
year.  As a senior, he wants to be in school full time.

8. Approved the recommendation to hire Timothy Nelson into the 1.0 FTE middle school art teacher
position beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. This position was previously held by Stephanie
Granke.

9. Approved the recommendation to hire Connie Reinke into the 20 hours per week cook assistant
position with the primary location at the secondary site effective September 1, 2021. Sarah
Jauhola previously held this position.

10. Approved the recommendation to hire Lynnette Bishop as a union bus driver effective August 31,
2021.

11. Approved the recommendation to hire Amanda Kane as a union bus driver effective August 31,
2021.

12. Approved the recommendation to rehire Carley Lindelof into the 20 hours per week district-wide
custodian position with the primary location at Bay View Elementary effective August 23, 2021.

13. Approved the recommendation to rehire Linda Larsen into the 20 hours per week district-wide
custodian position with the primary location at the secondary site effective August 16, 2021.

14. Approved the recommendation to hire Alex Oachs into the assistant 9th grade football coach
position beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. James Johnson previously held the position.

15. Approved the recommendation to hire Mathew Lillie into the girls’ assistant soccer coach
position beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. Dustin Anderson previously held the position.

16. Approved the lane change request for Christine Bradley effective for the 2021-2022 school year.
17. Approved the lane change request for Jennifer Olson effective for the 2021-2022 school year.



18. Approved a move for Nathanael Regas from a seasonal employee to an individual contract as a
confidential employee as the District Events Specialist/Economic Eligibility Coordinator.

19. Accepted the resignation from Kami Parendo, 32.5 hours per week educational assistant at the
secondary site, effective immediately.

20. Accepted the resignation from Garrett Westendorf, 14 hours per week evening custodian at Pike
Lake Elementary, effective August 31, 2021.

21. Accepted the resignation from Jessica Kramer, 1.0 FTE reading and math interventionist at Bay
View Elementary, effective immediately.

22. Approved the assignment of Renee Michalski into the 1.0 FTE reading and math interventionist
position at Bay View Elementary beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. Renee previously
taught grade 1 at Bay View Elementary.

23. Approved the assignment of James Bridges into the 1.0 FTE middle school math teacher position
beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. James previously was the interventionist at the middle
school.

24. Accepted the resignation from Bethane Adams, Special Olympics assistant coach #1, effective
immediately.  Beth was hired as the Special Olympics head coach.

25. Accepted the retirement letter from Leslie Francisco, union bus driver, effective September 6,
2021.

26. Approved a request from Christopher Haugen, bus driver, to extend his leave of absence through
October 31, 2021.

27. Approved Semester 1 sixth assignments for the 2021-2022 school year.
● Brianne Johnson - Concepts of Science
● Danielle Wines - Concepts of Science
● Robin Anderson - Genetics/Forensics
● Tyler Blom - Super Mileage
● Craig Honkola - Intro to Construction
● Lowell Harnell - Construction Occupations
● Ted Kiefat - AV Production
● Jay Kaelberer - Graphic Design
● Tim Nelson - Art 9
● Jonathan Kresha - German I
● Heidi Voss - French IV
● Teresa Nyberg - Resource Math (Grades 10, 11, 12)

28. Approved the 2021-2022 Safe Return to School Plan.
29. Superintendent Update
30. Update on COVID-19 - Previously shared
31. Chief Kent Gadias was present to review and discuss the SRO position for the 2021-2022 school

year.
a. Kent Gadias said there is a meeting scheduled for this coming Wednesday to discuss the

upcoming year.  He talked about the role of the resource officer and getting to know
students.  He introduced  Matt Riebal, who has 21 years in law enforcement and has
served three years in Proctor.

b. Matt stated his goal is to work with administration to have a safe learning environment.
He hopes to have a mentor aspect with students and is thankful for the opportunity.

32. Summary of the Superintendent’s evaluation from the closed meeting of August 9th in accordance



with MN Statute 13D.05 Subdivision 3(a). Board Chair, Jennifer McDonald provided that
summary as follows:

a. At a closed meeting held on August 9, 2021, the Board of Directors evaluated
Superintendent John Engelking on Goal 3 To recruit, hire and retain the highest quality
professionals for every position in the district and Goal 5 Create a coordinated and
effective communication process throughout the school district and the community. The
board rated John's performance on both goals as Effective and in some aspects as Highly
Effective.  The board discussed the Superintendent's overall performance and offered
feedback relating to public relations and consistency.  The School Board and
Superintendent Engelking will work collaboratively to set his goals for the upcoming
2021-22 school year at a future board meeting.

33. School Board Committee Reports
a. Activities Report
b. Rail Safe Committee met - The report is on the website.

34. School Board Comments and Observations
a. School Board Celebrations

i. Amy Pocrnich commented about the Mark Pavlowich event and how Rails TV,
specifically Ted Kiefat, stepped up to broadcast the event dealing with mental
health.

ii. Lynn Peterson mentioned the beautiful house Lowell and his students built.
iii. Larry talked about the design for the new house and commented that Steve

Anderson also contributed greatly to the project.  Thank you to Anthony Wood
for welcoming the new family to the district.

iv. Joe Ward thanked administration and other board members for going through a
treacherous time.  He also commented that our board put in the time to study and
gave their due diligence, which led to good discussion.

v. Jennifer McDonald reminded the board that when the board leaves a meeting, the
board acts as a board with the decision that was made moving forward.

vi. Amy Pocrnich suggested that the board look at the number 3 as a low number.
vii. Kim appreciated teacher and parent commentary and stated it is good we can

have good robust discussion.
viii. Jim Podgornik commented about how tough the decisions the board makes are

because you care about people and understand their decisions.  He stated he
didn’t make the decision for himself.  It was from the people he talked to the past
two weeks.  Board members take input and make decisions.  He further talked
about rates.

35. Student Liaison Board Member Comments
a. Sydney Haedrich said she stated her opinion at the last board meeting.  She reminded

everyone that the board makes decisions for the students. Student liaisons are here to
represent  fellow classmates.  She also talked about masks, difficulties of going back to
school and better communication.

b. Sophia Morin-Swanson stated the board is in a tough position.  It was good to see board
members discuss the masking issue.  She also said she is excited to go back to school five
days a week.

36. Township and City Communications



a. Lynn Peterson attended the annual Solway Town Meeting which was postponed until
August.


