
BOARD NEWS
Regular Meeting of the Proctor Board of Education

August 9, 2021

1. Congratulated Maddy Walsh on being named the 2021 Duluth News Tribune Softball Player of
the Year.

2. Commended and congratulated Sarah Klyve, Proctor Pathways, for completing the 2021
Leadership Duluth Program.

3. Public Participation
a. Christine Morrison stated she was opposed to the masking policy.  She also spoke about

testing for variants, CDC, and the detriments of masks for our students.
b. Ashley Dunbar spoke about the Rail Safe Committee meeting last week.  She posed

questions regarding mask mandates and spoke about masking science. She quoted some
CDC statistics and stated she does not support masking.  She offered to provide the board
with studies she has quoted.

c. Sherman Carlson, former ISD 704 superintendent and president of REA3D association
thanked the board for supporting the foundation.  He complimented the board for their
work in a year of tough times.  He encouraged them to not let individual parents make
decisions.

d. Terry Dunbar spoke about parents fleeing the district and spoke about individual health
choices.  He further urged the board to ask questions before making a decision.

e. Britni Hardy urged the board to strongly consider not implementing a mask mandate.
She spoke about her children’s education and families leaving.  She asked the board to
reconsider the mask mandate.

f. Rachael Snyder talked about the difficulties of children wearing masks. She asked the
board to look at the science, talked about parental choice, and asked the board to think
about decisions.

g. Becky Carlson encouraged the board to look at the data regarding if masks work and
referenced a doctor.  She requested the board submit data for decision -making.

h. Beth Nimens talked about reading development with her children and opposed the mask
mandate.

i. Dave Reyelts expressed support for former speakers and asked the board to listen to
constituents. He was not supportive of masks and referenced personal experiences, the
ability to be heard and mental health.  He asked the board to consider recommendation
versus mandate regarding masks.

j. Ann Reyelts spoke against masks.  She talked about other viruses, mask safety, health and
mental health issues for children.  She also provided information on the Proctor Junior
Legion baseball team who placed 6th at the state tournament.  Tanner Olson and Grant
Walker were part of the Duluth News Tribune Area All Star Team.

k. Liz Proepper, president of education MN teacher’s unit,  commended administrators for
working together.  She referenced watching case rates, and listening to recommendations
from  MDE and MDH.  She also thanked the board for its hard work.

l. In response to previous comments, Joe Ward explained that staff should voice concerns to
their union leaders who will convey that information to the superintendent and the board.



m. Teresa Nyberg, high school teacher, talked about her experience during the last school
year regarding masks and difficulties encountered.  She further talked about difficulties
with distance learning.

n. Erin Sather urged the board to trust the science and recommended individuals talk to
health care professionals.  She also talked about pediatric deaths related to COVID. She
spoke in favor of the mask mandate.

o. Stacey Dunbar spoke about parental choice.  She commented about the psychological
effects of wearing a mask and her own children’s experiences.  She attended the Rail Safe
meeting and would appreciate a response from the people on the Rail Safe committee
board regarding her email.

4. Approved the lane change request for William Seay for the 2021-2022 school year.
5. Approved the lane change request for Andrea Ruth for the 2021-2022 school year.
6. Approved the assignment of Caitlyn Wood into the 1.0 FTE kindergarten teacher position at Pike

Lake Elementary beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. This position was created at the July
12th School Board meeting.

7. Approved the recommendation to hire Nicholas Trelstad into the 1.0 FTE English Language Arts
long-term substitute position at Jedlicka Middle School beginning August 31, 2021, through
December 17, 2021. This is to cover Samantha Gralewski’s approved leave of absence.

8. Approved the recommendation to hire Blair Lundquist into the 1.0 FTE grade 4 long-term
substitute position at Bay View Elementary beginning August 31, 2021, through December 3,
2021. This is to cover Carli Mitchell’s approved leave of absence.

9. Approved the recommendation to hire Jenna Kelly into the 1.0 FTE kindergarten teacher position
at Bay View Elementary beginning August 31, 2021. Caitlyn Wood previously held this position.

10. Approved the recommendation to hire Lauren Holan into the 1.0 FTE business teacher position at
the secondary site beginning August 31, 2021. Jeff Bruch previously held this position.

11. Approved the recommendation to hire Bethane Adams into the Special Olympics advisor position
beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. Danielle Wines previously held the position.

12. Approved the recommendation to hire Erik Edmunds into the assistant varsity football coach
position beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. Jeff Gunderson previously held the position.

13. Approved the recommendation to hire Elizabeth James into the Nordic Ski assistant coach
position beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. Josh Gookins previously held the position.

14. Accepted the resignation from James Johnson, Jr. as the assistant 9th grade football coach
effective immediately.

15. Accepted the resignation from Dustin Anderson as the girls’ soccer assistant varsity coach
effective August 16, 2021.

16. Accepted the resignation from Sarah Jauhola, 22.5 hours per week cook assistant at the secondary
site, effective August 6, 2021.

17. Accepted the resignation from Barbara Lambert, 19 hours per week educational assistant at Pike
Lake Elementary, effective August 3, 2021.

18. Accepted the resignation from Stephanie Harney, 23 hours per week Early Childhood educational
assistant, effective August 3, 2021.

19. Accepted the resignation from Larry Ehresman, 14 hours per week educational assistant at Pike
Lake Elementary, effective August 8, 2021.

20. Eliminated a 40 hours per week educational assistant position at the secondary site. This position
was held by Patti Knight who retired at the end of the 2020-21 school year.



21. Eliminated a 22.5 hours per week cook assistant position at the secondary site. Sarah Jauhola is
resigning from this position.

22. Created a 20 hours per week cook assistant position at the secondary site beginning in the
2021-2022 school year.

23. Created a 32.5 hours per week educational assistant with an LPN license at Bay View elementary
beginning in the 2021-2022 school year.

24. Created a 24 hours per week educational assistant within the preschool program at Pike Lake
Elementary beginning in the 2021-2022 school year.

25. Approved the fall coaches and volunteers for the 2021-2022 school year.
Boys Soccer Cross Country
Head Coach: Anthony Wood Head Coach: Lowell Harnell
Asst Varsity: Kevin Danielson Asst Coach: Matt Knight
Volunteer: Nicholas Barrett Volunteer: Harry Cottrell
Volunteer: Mathew Lillie
Volunteer: Caitlyn Wood Girls Soccer
Volunteer: Andy Morin Head Coach: Amy Masterson
Volunteer: Nate Regas Asst Varsity: Open
Swimming Volunteer: Ben Ellefson
Head Coach: Jon Nelson Volunteer: Dustin Andeson
Asst Varsity: Tina Olson

Football Cheerleading
Head Coach: Derek Parendo Head Advisor: Stephanie Reinsch
Asst Varsity: Erik Edmunds Asst Advisor: Kaley Towers
Asst B: Cole Lipinski
Head 9th: Matt Solberg Volleyball
Asst 9th: Open Head Coach: Trish Jauhola
Asst: Philip Mogen Asst Varsity: Erin Sather

9th Grade: Katrina Hough
Volunteer: Bruce Kuyava
Volunteer: Jess Manninen

26. Set Truth in Taxation date as December 13, 2021, at 7:00, prior to the start of the regular School
Board meeting.

27. Adopted Resolution Authorizing Execution of Agreement with the Minnesota Department of Public
Safety and ISD 704 for traffic safety projects during the period October 1, 2021, through September
30, 2022.

28. Approved the student handbook for Proctor High School for the 2021-2022 school year.
29. Approved the student handbook for Jedlicka Middle School for the 2021-2022 school year.
30. Approved the student handbook for Bay View Elementary for the 2021-2022 school year.
31. Approved the student handbook for Bay View Elementary for the 2021-2022 school year.
32. In accordance with Minnesota Statute 624.701, approved a request from REA3D to allow alcohol to

be served at the St. Luke’s Arena & Event Center at the REA3D fall banquet on October 28th. The
liquor license will be issued to Black Woods. (Board approved a similar request in 2019).

33. Accepted a recommendation from the Local 66 Negotiation Committee to approve the redline
Local 66 Bargaining Agreement for the 2021-2023 school years reflecting a seventy-five cents
($.75) increase in year one, and a 2% lane increase for 8+ years of service in year two of the



contract. (Pending approval by Local 66 membership.)
34. Accepted a recommendation from the EdMN Proctor Negotiation Committee to approve the

redline EdMN Proctor Bargaining Agreement for the 2021-2023 school years reflecting a 2.%
increase in year one, and a 2.75% increase in year two of the contract. (Pending approval by
EdMN Proctor membership.)

35. Accepted a recommendation from the Administrators’ Negotiation Committee to approve the
salary for the 2021-2022 school year reflecting a 2.45% increase.  (The Administrator Contract
for 2020-2022 left the salary for 2021-2022 contract year open for negotiation).

36. Accepted a recommendation from the bus drivers’ Negotiation Committee to approve an hourly
increase of fifty cents ($.50) an hour in year one, and sixty cents ($.60) an hour in year two for the
2021-2023 school years. (Pending approval by bus drivers).

37. Superintendent Update
38. Update on COVID-19

a. John Engelking continues to meet with superintendents and county health educators who
share information with the public and the board.  Aubrie Maki is our St. Louis County
health nurse on the Rails Safe committee.  He explained the rationale behind the wording
used in his message to the district.  The mask mandate  will run August 9 - August 23,
and he reminded the public that athletes are not required to  wear masks.

b. From  Aubrie’s report,  cases were up from last week.
c. Jennifer McDonald explained that the overwhelming consensus was that masks should

be worn.  Our goal is to have school in person, five days a week.
d. Lynn reminded the public that advisory committees are just that, advisory not decision

making.
e. Joe stated that  administrators have the authority to make  decisions without board

approval.
f. Joe expressed concern about the pushback we are experiencing.  He reiterated that the

goal was get our kids to school in person.  The district is trying mitigating strategies.
Before  we come back into the next meeting, the board will read, study and  review the
science in order to make an educated decision.

g. Joe Podgornik talked about his employment experiences and keeping people healthy.
h. Kim Parmeter clarified  Christine Morrison’s request for looking at a different metric

when looking at COVID.
39. Superintendent Enrollment Update

a. John provided updated enrollment numbers at each site and the size of the current
graduating class.

40. Orientations and Open Houses
a. The board received notice of orientations and open houses.

41. The All Staff In-service day will be held on September 1st.  John shared information about the
speakers and the agenda for that day

42. School Board Committee Reports
a. Amy will submit the activities report at the next meeting.

43. School Board Comments and Observations
a. School Board Celebrations

i. Amy Pocrnich read a statement regarding her opinion for masking at the arena,
masking, the perception of those who attended the Rails Safe meeting, variants,



and Proctor being a leader in the area in education.  She  thanked the public for
their comments, talked about the controversy surrounding masks, and stated the
board’s duty to read and research before making a decision.

ii. Kim Parmeter thanked everyone who attended and gave information. She stated
she believes in parent and teacher involvement and values what people have said

iii. Jenn thanked everyone for coming and signing up to speak..  She further stated
the board  will be tasked to make decisions for 1900 students.  She referenced her
nurse call with MDH and MDE regarding the shift in the pandemic, MDH, MDE
and CDC recommending  universal masking, and the clarity of  word choice from
the Rails Safe Committee.

iv. Lynn shared her experience with those who recommend and those who require
masks, being in person five days a week, the amazing work done by teachers, the
duty to protect those most vulnerable, and the board’s effort to keep our teachers,
staff and children safe.  She mentioned the Duluth News Tribune’s article on
Proctor’s Cupcake Lady and stated how wonderful it was to see Proctor
showcased in a positive light..

v. Jim Podgornik referenced masks in his  daughter’s school district and stated rates
were kept low.  He thanked those who came to tonight’s meeting for caring about
their children.

vi. Joe Ward prefaced his brother’s medical condition, and Lynn read John Ward’s
CaringBridge message. Then she asked that we continue to engage in civilized
dialogue.

vii. Larry stated we need to work together to give our kids the best education with
their health as a priority.  He wants kids to be in school all year, and he wants
enough information by the next board meeting.  He doesn’t want to return to
distance learning.  Larry thanked everyone for their comments..

viii. Joe thanked everyone for coming to tonight’s meeting and thanked those who
came to meetings throughout the pandemic.  He  assured people he would study
the science.

ix. Amy Pocrnich mentioned a YouTube video and talked about her personal
experience with COVID. She reported  Hermantown recommending not
requiring masks.

x. Joe reminded everyone that the plan will be fluid, and we need to watch numbers.
xi. Kim Parmeter asked if the City of Proctor mandates supersede the school

district’s mandates.
44. Student Liaison Board Member Comments

a. Sydney explained her role on the board and talked about public participation.This was the
first time she had encountered active public participation at a board meeting.  She talked
about the piece of cloth on her face and her experience with distance learning.  She
mentioned  the wounds of COVID that many are experiencing. Getting kids back to
school is the most important thing.

b. Sophia Morin-Swanson stated how beneficial it was to hear public participation.   She
stated she would like to graduate with all students in her class.  She further talked about
her personal COVID experience and said the board needs to look at both sides of the
information  before making a decision.



45. Township and City Communications
a. Lynn will attend the Solway Township meeting  tomorrow night.

46. Moved to Close the Regular Meeting to Discuss the Superintendent Evaluation in Accordance
with MN Statutes 13D.05 Subdivision 3(a).


