
CRESSKILL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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December 9, 2021

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Please take a moment to review the following updates to our Covid-19 protocols for the district.
These new updates clarify our streaming procedures for when students are quarantined and
differentiate the procedures for close contacts based on an individual's vaccination status (except
in the case of household close contact). If your child is fully vaccinated and you have not
already done so, please forward that information to your child’s school nurse so that this
information is readily available during contact tracing in the event of any potential Covid
exposure.

Is my child permitted to stream into the classroom while quarantined?
● Students are permitted to stream into the classroom when quarantined in the following

circumstances:
○ The student is Covid positive.
○ The student is determined to be a close contact from a school interaction.
○ The student’s sibling is Covid positive.
○ A member of the student’s immediate household is Covid positive and proof of

the positive test has been shared with the school nurse.
● In all other situations, students are not permitted to stream into the classroom while

quarantined.

What happens if my child or a staff member is determined to be a close contact of a
positive Covid case?

● Close contact quarantines are dependent upon vaccination status as follows:
○ For individuals who are fully vaccinated or have had Covid within the last 90

days:
■ Families will be notified if their child is exposed to a Covid positive

individual, but will not need to quarantine provided they do not develop
Covid-like symptoms.

■ Three to five days after exposure, students or staff must take a PCR test
and share the test results with the school nurse. If the test is negative,
individuals do not need to quarantine. If you choose to not have your child
PCR tested, you must then follow the unvaccinated close contact
guidelines.

■ After exposure, families must monitor their child for any Covid-like
symptoms. These symptoms include:

● Fever
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● Cough that becomes productive
● New loss of taste or smell
● Changes in the skin, such as discolored areas on the feet and hands
● Sore throat
● Gastrointestinal symptoms, such as nausea, vomiting, belly pain or

diarrhea
● Chills
● Muscle aches and pain
● Extreme fatigue
● New severe headache
● New nasal congestion

■ Should they develop any symptoms, students must quarantine and take a
PCR test.

○ For individuals who are unvaccinated or not yet fully vaccinated:
■ Individuals who take a PCR test five days or later after exposure must

quarantine for seven days and can return to school on the eighth day after
exposure if the PCR test is negative and submitted to the school nurse.

■ Individuals who elect to not take a PCR test must quarantine for ten days
and may return to school on the eleventh day after exposure.

○ For household close contacts regardless of vaccination status:
■ Individuals who take a PCR test five days or later after exposure must

quarantine for seven days and can return to school on the eighth day after
exposure if the PCR test is negative and submitted to the school nurse.

■ Individuals who elect to not take a PCR test must quarantine for ten days
and may return to school on the eleventh day after exposure.

● As per the New Jersey Department of Health, a close contact is defined as someone who
is within 6 feet of someone with suspected or known Covid-19 for 15 minutes or more
during a 24-hour period.  However, as per recent guidance from the county health
department, if students are wearing masks in these situations, they are not counted as
close contacts.  As per CDC recommendations, contact tracing for close contacts is done
for the 48 hours prior to the illness onset or the positive test if no symptoms.

Below is the link for all of the district Covid-19 policies and procedures.
2021-2022 Cresskill School District Covid-Related Procedures

As always if you have any questions or concerns please feel to contact your child’s school nurse
or principal.

Sincerely,
Michael Burke
Superintendent of Schools

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jYtqJRJ2cWPKPtn4H10XzE9Lt9-4labGwY9PTv14D7w/edit

