
McMinn County Board of Education 
Called Meeting 

September 16, 2021, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
The Policy Committee of the McMinn County Board of Education met at 4:30 p.m., immediately prior to 
the Called Board Meeting. 
 
The McMinn County Board of Education met in a called meeting on September 16, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
Attendance was as follows: 
 
Quinten Howard – Present  
Tony Allman – Present  
Rob Shamblin – Present  
Bill Irvin – Present  
Denise Cunningham – Present  
Donna Casteel – Present  
Jonathan Pierce – Present 
Sharon Brown – Absent 
Mike Cochran – Absent  
Mike Lowry – Absent   
 
Vice-Chairman Quinten Howard called the meeting to order and presented the agenda. 
 
AGENDA 
 

1. Fundraising Request 
2. Budget Amendment 
3. Contract to Audit Account (Centralized Cafeteria)  
4.    Soliant – SLP Contract Services Requisition  
5.    Policy Committee Recommendation 
6.    Riceville School HVAC  
7.    Job Descriptions 
8.    MCHS Performance Center Update – Report from Director Parkison 

 
ADJOURN 
 
AGENDA 
 
1.    Fundraising Request 
The Cheerleading Club at Rogers Creek School requested permission to sponsor a fundraiser to purchase 
new uniforms and spirit items.  Mr. Parkison recommended.  Rob Shamblin made a motion to approve, 
and Donna Casteel seconded.  There was no discussion, and the motion carried by a unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
2.    Budget Amendment 



This amendment would transfer $135,000 from the Undesignated Funds reserve account to the 
Operation of Plant account for building supplies, etc.  Mr. Parkison recommended. Tony Allman made a 
motion to approve, and Rob Shamblin seconded.  There was no discussion, the voice vote was 
unanimous, and the motion carried. 
 
3.    Contract to Audit Account (Centralized Cafeteria)  
This contract is a recurring annual audit of cafeteria funds.  Mr. Parkison recommended.  Donna Casteel 
made a motion to approve, and Jonathan Pierce seconded. There was no discussion.  The voice vote was 
unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
4.    Soliant – SLP Contract Services Requisition  
Special Education Supervisor Patti Rogers reported that there were unfilled positions in 
Speech/Language Pathology, and this contract was needed for student services.  The amount for the 
contract was $63,010.  Mr. Parkison recommended.  Tony Allman made the motion to approve, and 
Donna Casteel seconded.  There was no discussion.  The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 

 
5.    Policy Committee Recommendation 
Vice-Chairman Quinten Howard recommended that the policies be broken down into three categories:  
new COVID leave; policies recommended for first and final reading; and Policy 4.301, which would be 
recommended for the first reading only.  
 
COVID Leave - Policy Committee Chairman Rob Shamblin brought, as a recommendation from the 
committee, a motion to approve on the first and final reading the new COVID Leave policy.  Tony Allman 
seconded.  There was no opposition.  The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
The policy committee also recommended approval of the following for the first and final reading: 
 
Policy 6.300 – Code of Conduct 
Policy 6.306 – Interference/Disruption of School Activities 
Policy 6.4081 – Safe Relocation of Students 
Policy 5.200 – Separation Practices for Tenured Teachers 
Policy 5.201 – Separation Practices for Non-Tenured Teachers 
Policy 4.700 – Testing Programs  
Policy 3.205 – Security  
Policy 3.211 – New Project Planning 
Policy 3.220 – Access to Private Facilities 
 
Mr. Parkison recommended.  Jonathan Pierce seconded. There was no discussion, and the motion 
carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Policy 5.117 – Teacher Tenure – (Tabled until further notice) 
 
Policy 4.301 – Interscholastic Athletics – The motion from the policy committee was to approve for the 
first reading only.  Mr. Parkison recommended.  Donna Casteel seconded. There was no discussion.  The 
voice vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
6.    Riceville School HVAC  



Mr. Parkison said the contract presented by Architect Sam Moser for an air-conditioning system in 
Riceville School’s gymnasium would come at a cost of $26,500.  Mr. Parkison noted that Riceville has the 
only gym in the system with no air conditioning.  He also noted that in the event of remodeling or of 
new construction, the A/C unit could be saved and reused.  Mr. Parkison recommended.  There was no 
discussion.  Rob Shamblin made the motion to approve.  Bill Irvin seconded.  The motion carried by a 
unanimous voice vote. 

  
7.    Job Descriptions  
Mr. Parkison asked Federal Programs Director Melasawn Knight to explain the need for the following job 
descriptions:   
 
Homeless Liaison – This would ensure that homeless students are recognized administratively, and that 
appropriate and available services are provided for these students.  In addition, the MCS Homeless 
Liaison would provide professional development to school personnel providing services to homeless 
students.   
 
Parent & Family Engagement Liaison – This position would help implement activities to promote 
involvement between parents, teachers, and students.  This liaison would also work with identified 
homeless students to help support immediate needs, support student achievement, and provide 
ongoing and regular communication to parents of all students.   
 
Mr. Parkison recommended.  Donna Casteel made the motion to approve, and Tony Allman seconded.  
The voice vote was unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
8.    MCHS Performance Center Update – Report from Director Parkison 
Mr. Parkison presented a drawing of the existing McMinn County High School Field House along with his 
suggestion of using two of the existing walls, but extending the weight room area from 3,100 to 5,000 
sq. ft.  He explained that with low funds available, this would be more cost efficient than the proposed 
new free-standing building.  Mr. Parkison said he had spoken with MCHS Head Football Coach Bo Cagle, 
and he and his coaches were much in favor of the renovation.  Concerning cost and feasibility, Mr. 
Parkison said he was awaiting a response from the architect and engineer; however, the decision would 
ultimately be that of the Board. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Tony Allman and seconded by Jonathan Pierce.  The voice vote was 
unanimous.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ _________________________________ 
Board Chairman    Director of Schools 


