
 
To Whom It May, 
 
The Iowa Department of Education is a recipient of funds from Title I, Part C/Migrant Education Program 
(MEP).  The MEP is a supplemental education program that addresses the needs of migrant students that 
arise because of the migrant lifestyle.  As a recipient of funds from this federal program, the Department is 
required to identify students on a statewide basis who meet the eligibility requirements of the program.  The 
Department has contracted with Fort Scott Community College in Fort Scott, Kansas that employs staff 
hired as regional recruiters to interview families to determine eligibility.  A regional recruiter may be 
contacting you to schedule an appointment to discuss the migrant program.  The regional recruiter is 
charged with interviewing families to determine eligibility for the migrant program.  The following are the 
recruiters who have been contracted for identification and recruitment services: 
 
Alex Johnson, State Identification & Recruitment Coordinator 
Wendy Razam Ruiz, Regional Recruiter 
Blanca Campos, Regional Recruiter 
Emilia Marroquin, Regional Recruiter 
Marcos De Matteo, Regional Recruiter 
Valeria Pena, Regional Recruiter 
Diego Calderon, Regional Recruiter 
Amanda Johns, Regional Recruiter 
 
To expedite the identification of students, we ask that school personnel distribute the Iowa MEP Parent 
Form in registration packets and ensure that their contact information is included on the Iowa MEP Parent 
Form. This will assist with preliminary identification.  If recruiters have questions or need additional 
information, please provide this information in a timely manner.   
 
So what does being identified as a migrant student mean for a student in your district at this point in time? 
 At the very least, all identified migrant students are categorically eligible for free lunch.  This is the one 
benefit that newly identified students will receive.  As a result of our efforts to identify all migrant students 
throughout the state, the allocation provided to the Department for migrant education programming is 
expected to increase in future years which will allow additional districts to implement funded migrant 
education programming.  However, because our allocation remains steady based on previous migrant 
student numbers, near future allocations are not expected to increase.  As statewide recruiting efforts 
continue, we are hopeful to realize an increase in allocation from which your district may be awarded funds 
to implement a formal program.   
 
April Dameron has been hired as the OSY/PK-12 Non-project Migrant Coordinator. April is providing 
services to out of school youth helping them continue their education; enrolling back in the district, an 
alternative program or in ESL and/or HiSet classes. She assists them in accessing resources, job training, 
college programs, and much more. She has held workshops for students to help set goals for the future.  
 
If you have any questions about the migrant program in Iowa, you may contact Geri McMahon at 
515-281-3944. 
 
Thank you, 
Geri McMahon, Title I Administrative Consultant 

 


