
To: Parents/Guardians
RE: Covid Protocols

We continue to field many questions regarding students who exhibit COVID symptoms, students
who test positive for COVID, students considered close contacts to positive cases, and how
vaccination status plays a role in the above scenarios. While each case is unique, most of the
protocols we are required to follow remain consistent. This document is an attempt to provide
our school community with information to educate parents on the current protocols which must
be followed in the most common scenarios.

❖ A student who exhibits COVID-19 symptoms must stay home from school and get a
COVID-19 test from a local health provider.
➢ Any school age siblings who are vaccinated and exhibit no symptoms are free to

come to school as usual.
■ Siblings who are not vaccinated or not fully vaccinated are required to

stay home until the result of the COVID test is known.
➢ If the test is negative, the student and siblings may return to school.
➢ If the test is positive, and the infected student is vaccinated he/she may return to

school after 10 days.
■ Siblings who are vaccinated and symptom free are allowed to return to

school.
■ Siblings who are unvaccinated or partially vaccinated would be

considered a close contact and required to stay home for 14 days or get a
PCR test on day 6 and return as early as day 8 if the PCR results are
negative, or get a rapid test on day 10 and return on day 11 if the test is
negative. (Note: The Henry County Health Department will make all
decisions in regards to exclusion from school in the event of a positive
test result.)

Another frequently asked question pertains to the definition of “close contacts”. Fully vaccinated
students and students with documented COVID-19 infection within the past 90 days are not
considered close contacts. The CDC defines a close contact as “an individual not fully
vaccinated against COVID-19 who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total
of 15 minutes over a 24 hour period.



For students in the indoor classroom setting, contacts who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected
student do not require exclusion from school as long as both the case and the contact were
consistently masked. If they were not consistently masked, then close contacts are classroom
students who were within 6 feet of the infected student for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or
more over a 24 hour period.”

There are a couple of scenarios where it becomes very challenging to maintain a 3 foot distance
between students.

1. The first would be transporting students. If students must sit together on the same seat
on the bus or suburban, a 3 foot distance cannot be maintained. Thus, even though
properly masked, if an unvaccinated or partially vaccinated student sat next to another
student who tested positive for COVID-19, the unvaccinated or partially vaccinated
student would be considered a close contact.

2. Indoor athletics would be another potential source of creating close contacts. For
example, in sports like basketball or volleyball, it becomes difficult, if not impossible to
maintain proper distancing between athletes and the potential for creating a close
contact exists.

At this point in time, vaccination appears to be the best line of defense against becoming a
close contact which in turn keeps our kids in school and able to participate in extracurricular
activities.We encourage you to please send your vaccination card to school if you have been
vaccinated and have not notified the district to help ease the contact tracing process.

Masks are still required indoors at all times.  This includes spectators at all extracurricular
activities. Please do your part as a spectator to help keep our students and athletes safe and
healthy so they can continue to participate in all activities.  Even though masks are required, it
may not prevent you from becoming a close contact.   There are many situations beyond our
control that could put a student at risk of exposure to a positive case.  Our district has enforced
many different protocols to protect students and staff from potential exposure, but can’t control
all scenarios.

Thank you for your support and understanding as we continue to educate our students safely!

Mr. Nordstrom Mrs. Wolf

Mrs. Heitzler Mr. Hulick



COVID  PROTOCOL 12/2/2021 (updated)

These are the guidelines given to us from the Illinois Department of Public Health(IDPH) to ensure all
students are safe and healthy in our school environment.  Thank you for partnering with us to make sure
we can keep our school running smoothly.

1. Does your child have Covid symptoms (vaccinated or unvaccinated)?
2. If yes--please keep your child and ALL household members home from school unless they have

been vaccinated regardless
The simplified version of the options for returning are:

● Doctor's note saying symptoms are not Covid related (Alternative Diagnosis)
● Negative Rapid COVID test if symptomatic

If you are a close contact and have been excluded from school, you are able to return the
following ways:

● Stay out for 14 days
● Test with a PCR on day 6 and return when when you receive those negative test

results (as early as day 8)
● Test with a rapid test on day 10 and return on day 11 if the test is negative

If you are positive, you will stay home for 10 days from the date of symptom onset and return on
day 11 regardless of vaccination status

Reminder-Always ask for a note to return to school for any appointment.  This is especially important
during this time. This includes dentist, ortho, eye doctor, etc….

**If you haven’t signed the waiver to provide consent for the rapid testing, our district is now able to
administer the test for all students that develop symptoms at school  if given parent permission.  Feel free
to call the school if you have any questions.

Symptoms:
Fever 100.4 or higher Nausea
Headache (severe) - New onset moderate to severe Muscle or body aches
Shortness of breath Fatigue (unknown cause)
Sore throat Loss of taste or smell
(New) Cough Vomiting
Diarrhea
For further information please visit http://www.dph.illinois.gov

*Annawan School District will  work closely with the local health department to communicate confirmed cases and
close contacts in order to keep our school community safe.  The Health Department will provide us with information
on positive cases for contact tracing purposes.

Thank you for keeping us all safe and doing your part to make sure we can continue a successful school year.

http://www.dph.illinois.gov
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