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December 7, 2021 
 
END OF QUARTER 2 LETTER 
 
Dear #158Strong Community, 
 
In a few weeks, Lansing School District 158 will conclude Quarter 2 of the 2021-2022 academic year.  Like 
the year 2020, this past one has presented unique and historic challenges.  However, we have continued to 
endure as a learning organization and as a community and for that, you have our deepest thanks.  The late 
actor Christopher Reeve – who famously played Superman and later became a director, author, and activist 
after suffering a paralyzing injury – once said, “I think a hero is an ordinary individual who finds strength 
to persevere and endure in spite of overwhelming obstacles.”  Despite the difficulties we have faced since 
March 2020 when Illinois schools first shut down due to COVID-19, the work of our everyday heroes like 
parents, teachers, community volunteers, and support staff has helped ensure that District 158 carries on. 
 
As we close out 2021, I would like to communicate three areas of focus for the District moving forward: 
visitor accountability, student truancy, and safe passage.  Information about each of these is listed below. 
 
Visitor Accountability      
In addition to continuation of the COVID-19 pandemic and social unrest, we – like many school districts 
across the country – have seen escalated levels of aggression, stress, and confrontation from all 
stakeholders.  This includes visitors to our school grounds, campuses, and events.  During times of 
heightened anxiety, a human being’s fight or flight response is triggered and we sympathize with our 
community for the hardships that have been experienced in recent years.  However, District 158 expects 
mutual respect, civility, and orderly conduct among all people on school property or at a school event.  
Behaviors such as obscene language, threats, violence, harassment, vandalism, and violation of local town 
ordinances are prohibited.  Please be advised that any visitors to the District who demonstrate these or 
similar behaviors may be asked to leave, receive a police escort from school property, have disorderly 
conduct charges filed with the police by the District, and/or be issued a short- or long-term order of no 
trespassing.  Consequences may be given progressively for repeat offenses and attempts at de-escalation 
may be made initially to address these types of situations.  We appreciate your cooperation in this regard. 
 
Student Truancy      
District 158 would like to ask for family support in helping make sure students are on-time to school.  Our 
2021-2022 Student/Parent Handbook indicates that “tardiness to school and/or class is considered 
truancy during the time when students are absent from school without valid cause” (p. 13).  A chronic or 
habitual truant includes an elementary student who is absent without valid cause for 5% or more of the 
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preceding 180 regular school attendance days (105 ILCS 5/26-2a).  Tardiness to school is considered a 
partial unexcused absence.  Partial unexcused absences accumulate throughout the school year like regular 
full-day absences and may result in a student being designated by the state as a chronic or habitual truant.   
 
Even if your child is regularly attending school, please ensure punctuality to prevent an accumulation of 
tardies from causing or contributing to a student being designated as truant.  A variety of supports, 
interventions, and consequences can be progressively implemented to address student tardiness and 
truancy.  These may include communications with the home, interviews, in-person and virtual conferences, 
social work sessions, police visits, positive incentives, municipal tickets, retention within the current grade 
level, and/or referrals to outside agencies.  Students identified as a chronic or habitual truants may 
eventually be referred to the South Cook Intermediate Service Center and Illinois State Board of Education.  
If these supports, interventions, and consequences are not successful, the parent, guardian, or other 
individual with custody or control of the child may be charged with a Class C Misdemeanor which could 
result in a $500 fine and/or up to 30 days in jail (105 ILCS 5/26-10).  We appreciate any and all assistance 
that our families can provide to ensure these measures are not necessary and learning is uninterrupted.   
 
Safe Passage        
Each afternoon at 3:15 PM, Memorial Junior High School dismisses, and a portion of our student body walks 
to the Lansing Public Library – typically staying until about 5:00 PM.  In order to help ensure these students 
arrive and remain at their destination in a secure, orderly, and productive fashion, District 158 is actively 
working with local first responders to establish Safe Passage.  This is a program that allows parents, 
residents, and members of the community to become more involved in protecting the safety of our youth. 
 
The District is seeking volunteers to supervise students as part of a Safe Passage program.   School and 
library staff currently supervise students during these times, but we are asking for more support to help 
prevent issues such as fighting, vandalism, and disorderly conduct.  If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact Mr. Matthew Williams, Memorial Junior High School Assistant Principal, at (708) 474-2383 
or mwilliams@d158.net.  We appreciate all community members who are willing to support this initiative.  
If this program is successful, we may also ask for additional support at Memorial such as during lunch and 
recess periods.  It is our hope to provide the safest environment possible both in- and outside of school. 
 
I hope all of our families and stakeholders had a restful and enjoyable Thanksgiving – we have much 
appreciation for all that you, our heroes, do in the service of Lansing’s children.  It takes a village and 
together we will continue to overcome the struggles of these times.  With a potential new COVID-19 variant 
on the horizon, we must remain vigilant and continue to ensure safety.  If you haven’t already, feel free to 
take an opportunity to visit Fox Pointe and see the trees our schools have decorated.  Stay #158Strong! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Nathan S. Schilling, CSBO 
Superintendent of Schools 
Lansing School District 158 
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