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Good Afternoon,

I hope this reaches you and your family well as we bring the 2021 calendar year to a close. After
extensive discussions regarding a new location for daily in-person instruction for our
High/Middle School students, I wanted to provide an update for what appears to be our best
educational plan for our students for the remainder of the school year.

We have met with the officials of Chodae Church in Norwood, who have agreed to permit our
district to rent their educational center for the remainder of the school year. Chodae Church is a
50,000 square foot building in Norwood with an additional 100,000 square foot educational
center located ¼ of a mile away (technically in Northvale). This educational center is used every
weekend for the education of 1,200 students, and is unused throughout the week. The size of this
building allows us to educate all 7th to 12th grade students throughout a regular school day,
including lunch. There is a full eating area as well as a kitchen. The building is only three years
old and meets all safety and fire code regulations, and is already an E-rated (Educationally rated)
building due to the weekend programs. We have struggled to find a location that could
accommodate at least four grades, because we simply do not have the staffing to operate at three
different locations. The educational center addresses all of our concerns and is very close in size
to our own CHS/CMS building, which is 144,000 square feet.

The Board of Education is moving quickly to secure a lease and finalize all details for full-day
use. It is our hope to have our students attending school at the educational center as soon as
January, preferably right after December Break. The survey you received is critical information
as we try to gather accurate numbers on students that need transportation. We will be providing
bussing for those families that need it, but given the challenges of securing busses and bus
drivers, we are trying to minimize the cost as much as possible.

We have many details to finalize, but here are some answers to frequent questions we have
already received.

Where would the students be picked up and dropped off if they elect to use busing? All
students would be dropped off and picked up at the CHS/CMS parking lot.



If I have multiple children in different locations, will the start/end times be staggered? We
will be staggering the times as much as possible, but there is an ample area at the Northvale
Educational Center where students can rest comfortably while a parent arrives for pickup.

Will the Northvale Educational Center have internet access? The building is fully functional
with wireless internet. We are in the process of testing the bandwidth to ensure we have full
ability to livestream if needed. There may need to be slight upgrades, but overall this building is
fully capable for wireless access.

Will hot lunch be available? We hope to take advantage of the fully functional on-site kitchen,
and will be discussing that option with the Chodae Church representatives.

I cannot thank enough the representatives from Temple Emanu-el and the Archdiocese for their
collaboration in trying to make an alternative location work for our district. However, the size
and capabilities of the Chodae Church Educational Center provide unmatched options for our
students and community. I want to specifically thank Mrs. Soo Park, who facilitated the
discussions and made this a viable option. Her help was invaluable to this process.

I am excited to rapidly finalize details for our students, staff, and community to return to full-day
in-person education.

I will provide more details as soon as they become available.

Best,
Michael Burke
Superintendent of Schools


