
PTO January 11, 2012 Notes and Agenda 
 
 
Club started: 

 Archery Club-Contact Jeff Beener (FMS teacher sponsor) if interested in joining the club or 
have any questions.  In order to volunteer for this club, you will need to be certified in a training 
on Saturday, February 4th  held at FMS 8:00am.  It will be an 8 hour training. Information can be 
found at this website and you must sign up www.iowadnr.gov/training.  Spots are limited so do 
so quickly.  We are looking to implement this curriculum into our PE classes and hopefully get 
started with the club in the next year.  

 Book Club-16 students are participating in book club. They are currently reading 
Unwind.  Students can participate and join at any time of the year.  They meet every 
3rd Thursday.  Needing donations to help provide books for the club.  If interested, 
please contact Tena Nelson, Jennifer Mangler, or Cathy Kaska at FMS. 

 Astronomy Club-just getting started. Student meeting will be held soon with teacher 
sponsor Michelle Wiegand and community member Will Davis. 

 Service club wanting to get started and have several teachers interested.  We have 3 
teachers interested in sponsoring the club and will be giving information to students 
soon about the details. PTO discussed possibility of volunteer capabilities and 
helping with the animal shelter.  Other topics for service club might include 
fundraising for certain shelters or groups of people in need. 
 

McDonald’s Neighbors Program 
 Receipts are being collected. Please send in your Fairfield McDonald receipts to FMS 

so we can count them in return for money.   
 Teacher needs and wants list have been distributed. McDonalds has items we can 

purchase with our points on their website. 
 PTO decides priorities for money raised 

 
Officer voting 

 Will take place at a future meeting.  There is a need for officers for accounts, 
decision making, and organization.  With so many new people attending and some 
members gone, we will look at voting at a future date. 

 Roles for each officer need to be defined with expectations. 
 Co-Presidents? 
 Secretary-meeting notes 
 Treasurer 

 
Account Information 
I spoke with our business manager today and she strongly recommends having an outside 
account. Although running PTO money through a school account is great for checks and 
balances, there is a strict process for obtaining the money as I indicated.  After talking with 
her, I think it might be best to put money in an outside account so the PTO can make all 
decisions on how they spend the money.  With the school account and because we get 
audited, we can only spend the money on certain items and may not be able to do all we 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/training


want.  Additionally, she said any charitable donations are not tax write-offs.  She said we 
would have to get our own outside account and get a tax ID number through the IRS. 
 
Upcoming events: 

 Jan. 12 apparel sell 
o There were not concessions at wrestling meet. Good opportunity to sell 

items. 
o Parents are checking activity calendar to settle on what upcoming dates 

would be best to continue to sell apparel and possibly do another 
concession/bake sale. 

o Possibility of looking at weekend tournaments and PT Conferences to sell 
items as well 

o Stacy mentioned a fundraising opportunity with Hy-Vee in selling cookie 
dough and pies.  We could have sign up sheets for people to purchase.  If 
people order pies, they can be made and picked up at Hy-Vee.  Pies are $12-
15 with up to $8 profit.  Cookie dough boxes are sold at $10 each with a $2 
profit.  The suggestion was made to set this sign up sheet out at PT 
conferences in February. 

o Reminder that any fundraiser we want to do we must first check the district 
fundraising calendar to make sure we are not overlapping with other clubs 
or groups fundraising attempts.  

 Parent Teacher Conferences 
o Possibility of selling student made baskets-parents bid on the basket of their 

choosing.  Each homeroom is designated with a theme and students are 
asked to bring in items for the basket. 

o Have a clothing apparel table for sale. 
o Table for PTO information and what we have been working on 

 Mentors needed 
o If anyone is interested in mentoring students FMS will work with the 

community to find a time for you and student to meet during the week.  
Libertyville Bank will be informed if anyone is interested. 

 Vending machine 
o Wanting to purchase healthy food vending machine for commons area. Cost 

is around $4,000. Or we could look at leasing options but more expensive. 
o Machine would have healthy foods such as juice, cheese sticks, peanut butter 

and jelly sandwiches, carrots, milk, etc.  
o Washington Junior High has one and they refill it 2 times a day. They make 

$350/week, profiting $175/week.   
o Detra is looking at a grant for the machine and others are looking for 

donations/sponsors 
o If the machine is running during breakfast and lunch time, we will need to 

give a 10% contribution toward the Nutrition Account. 
 

 Other items: 
o Possibility of having a PTO tab on the middle school website page 



o Include PTO notes on the website for parents to view 
o Laura will send out an email including all PTO members email addresses so 

we can discuss and inform each other of information we researched and 
found out 

o Laura will make sure PTO’s next meeting appears on activity calendar 
 
Next meeting: February 8th from 6:00-7:00pm at the FMS media center. 
 
PTO members present: 
Teresa Roberts 
Carrie Engle 
Bev Nelson 
Laura Taglauer 
Rod Nelson 
Sarah Ledger 
Jod Harwood 
Detra Dettmann 
Shawn Dettmann 
Stacy Jeffrey 
Melissa Jones 
Annie Pollet 
Christine Milam 
Bonnie Watson 
Dennis Osborn 
Derek Philips 
Laura Atwood 
Total: 17 


