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We are so proud of our students and staff as we have made our way through the first quarter 
of this crazy year! We have all learned so much about each other and about technology! We 
were all poised to go back full-time face to face on Monday, October 26, but the decision was 
made to remain in hybrid because of the number of cases in our county. This was a bummer, 
as we wanted to have all our students back learning face to face. However, we do want to 
provide a safe environment for all of our staff, students, and community.  
 
A couple things we have learned thus far about hybrid learning and remote learning: 
 
 
1) When at home, you must work to engage online every day. Get in the mindset you are still 
in school, but school for you takes place remotely – whether that is at home, at grandma and 
grandpa’s, or at a daycare setting. We have learned that it takes A LOT of self-motivation and 
discipline to have success as a remote learner. Quality sleep (8-10 hours), a good routine, and 
a distraction-free learning space are all important to your success.  
 
 
2) Don’t be afraid to ask for help. This applies to in person and remote learning. Some 
strategies you can use when you are stuck or hit a roadblock: 
 
 a. re-read the question to ensure you fully understand the task 
 
 b. breathe – box breathing or 4 second breathing works well 
 
 c. take a break / get a drink 
 
 d. ask for help.  
 
 
3) Some students, when at home, are just going to the assignment and working to complete 
the assignment without actually going through the instructional video / lesson. Therefore, 
they don’t have the knowledge needed to complete the task and get lower grades. Please be 
sure to go through “modules” to get the lesson/content/reading/video. Then, complete the 
task to the best of your ability on time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
If you email a teacher, here is a good graphic that shows some helpful hints: 
 
I’m nervous about reaching out to my teacher or a classmate with a question. How should I 
reach out? 
 
It is important to ask your question right away, before you become completely 
overwhelmed. It can be intimidating to reach out to a teacher or a classmate, 
especially through email or text. Asking for help when you need it is a good thing! It 
shows that you care about your work and want to build your skills. If you’re not sure 
what to say to kick off the conversation, check out these starters: 

Communication Steps Communication Example 

Greet your teacher or classmate by 
name. 

• Dear Mr. Hokaido, 
• How are you doing today, Selena? 

Clearly describe your question or 
concern.  

I’ve been having trouble with the assignment about arrays. I 
added a few lines of my code below for you to take a look at.  

If you’ve tried to get help in other 
ways, describe them. 

I watched an online video resource, but I’m still not sure how to 
follow the stages of photosynthesis. 

Ask for a specific type of help and 
include your availability. 

If you have time to talk on the phone or computer, I’m free every 
day until 4 p.m. If you think of any other resources that I should 
try, let me know. 

Be sure to say, “thank you.” If you 
are sending an email, sign your 
name! 

• Thanks for giving me advice on my sketches, Selena! 
• Thanks so much, Mr. Hokaido. Sincerely, Kendra Hernandez 

If you have difficulty making contact with your teacher, ask a trusted adult for advice 
or help. 

Reminder about school start times 

Reminder that school starts at 8:20. Please have your son/daughter at school 10 minutes or so prior (8:10) to 
these times so they can take care of any business prior to class starting.  Please see the student handbook for 
detailed information on our tardy policy, as it is our goal to minimize tardy events, maximize time in class, 
and thus having a positive effect on student learning. Also, please drop your student off on the west side of 
the building.  Thanks for your cooperation! 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
As of this writing, conferences will be held on November 23 and 24 from 1:00-2:30 and 4:00-7:30. Monday the 23rd will be will be 
face to face (cloth face covering required) in teacher classrooms.  On Tuesday, November 24, these conferences will be exclusively 
through ZOOM conferences or phone conferences (remote).  Please make every effort to attend and chat about your child’s 
progress!  We all know that communication between school and home is important for a student’s success.  For all 5-8 parents 
who need to sign up for a slot on Monday evening, please see following link, which will be live on Monday, November 2:  
 
https://www.fairfieldsfuture.org/vparentteacher/ 
 
Parents may also contact the office at 472-5019 for help with ZOOM scheduling.  
 



 
A reminder to students and parents – 

 Please send your student with a shield or cloth face covering every day. We are still able to provide 
these for students, but our supply is dwindling.  
 
From the office: 
 
-Please report any changes to parent addresses, phone numbers, email addresses to the office.  Also, be sure 
to update the office on any changes in emergency contacts. 
 
-Be sure that your phone number and/or email is furnished for our automated call system that we use 
in case of early outs and late starts due to weather.  Feel free to call the office at 472-5019.   
 

Note from Mark Branch, Transportation Director 
 
All MS students need to be dropped off on the west side of the school. Please do not drop students 
off on the north side of the building around the buses. This is for your child's safety!  
 

Trojan Time! 
The 9 minutes we get with our students at the beginning of the day is truly a treasured time. We have a small 
but diverse group of students, as most groups are from 7-9 students. This allows adults to build relationships 
with students and fulfill our goal of expanding the number of adults that our students have in their lives that 
they can count on. We always do a mindset check-in, in order to ensure students are regulated and ready to 
learn. We also have question of the day and team building activities built in.  
 
Our focus for November and December will be teaching Leader in Me concepts.  We will also weave in 
question of the day and some team building activities.  
 
Many adults and lots of students have spoken very positively about Trojan Time.  We hear that it is the 
highlight of their day. Please feel free to share comments or concerns.  
 

Trojan PRIDE!  
 

As a reminder, here are our tenets of Trojan PRIDE: 
 
PRIDE = “Be proud of who you are and where you come from.”  
 
Prepared to learn – Have proper materials and be mentally engaged. 
Respectful – Treat others the way we want to be treated.   
Integrity – Do the right thing, even when no one is watching. 
Dependable – Have a “count on me” attitude 
Environmentally Aware/Safe – Take care of our school and the people in it. 

 
 
 
Contact information for FMS Administration: 
 
Fairfield Middle School Principal:  Laura Atwood - laura.atwood@fairfieldsfuture.org 641-472-5019 
Fairfield Middle School Associate Principal:  Matt Jones – matt.jones@fairfieldsfuture.org 641-472-5019 
 
 
 



Sleep and Mental Health       By Jay Thompson 
 
This fall, the counseling staff at FMS conducted a mental health screener of sixth through eighth grade 
students.  The screener focuses on key questions related to depression and thoughts of self-harm.  One of the 
questions was related to sleeping.  Students were asked if they had trouble falling asleep, staying asleep, or 
sleeping too much in the past seven days.  The students’ responses to the sleep question caught our attention as 
an area of concern. Just over 54% of the students who completed the screener reported having at least some 
sleep problems.  
 
You might be wondering what the connection is between sleeping and mental health.  Sleeping problems, and a 
lack of sleep, can cause a disturbance in one’s mental health and cognitive processing.  You might have noticed 
in your own life that when you are tired, you make more mistakes, things might take you longer than normal, you 
might feel mentally foggy and limited in your ability to focus, to name a few.  Our students are the same in many 
ways and often more sensitive to things than adults who learn to cope.   
 
How much sleep should your child get each night?  The following chart is taken from the American Academy of 
Sleep Medicine and the American Academy of Pediatrics, who recommend the following sleep guidelines:  

  
 
According to an article by Nationwide Children’s Hospital, there are several key factors to helping your 
school-aged child sleep better.  They include:  
 

• Developing and maintaining a routine bedtime schedule and routine. Children that go to bed on a 
routine schedule develop healthy sleeping patterns.  A set routine with an adult engaged in the 
process helps.   

• Set limits.  Children may say they don’t want boundaries, but research shows that they actually crave 
and need it.  Set times when lights are to be turned off, etc.  

• No electronics.  Televisions, tablets, phones, and anything else that emits white light stimulates the 
brain often for up to an hour after they are no longer viewing them.  Set a firm time of when things 
are to be turned off and on.   

• Set up a great sleeping environment.  Their room should be dark, cool, and quiet.  
• Avoid caffeine and sugar prior to bedtime.  The less stimulation, the better.  
• Encourage open communication with your child about any concerns they have about sleeping.   
• Contact your child’s pediatrician or family doctor to discuss concerns if your child has “difficulties 

falling asleep or staying asleep, snores, experiences unusual awakenings, or has sleep problems 
that are causing disruption during the day.”  
(Source: https://www.nationwidechildrens.org/specialties/sleep-disorder-center/sleep-in-school-aged-
children) 

 
As always, feel free to reach out to the FMS Counseling staff should you have any further questions or 
concerns regarding your student’s mental health.  Molly Mosinski and Jay Thompson can be reached by 
calling the school.  



FMS Book Fair 
By Dee Ann Lantz 
 
Dear Parents and Families: 
We are working hard to keep kids reading and raise critical funds for our school with 
our Scholastic Online Book Fair from Nov. 9 - Nov. 22, 2020. 
 
The Fair will connect your kids to notable books and inspiring characters—helping 
them become lifelong readers. And you’ll love the new option to experience the 
magic of the shopping experience through a Virtual Book Fair! 
Plus, enjoy these special online shopping features: 

• Access to over 6,000 products 
• All orders ship direct to home 
• FREE shipping on book-only orders over $25*  *(Shipping costs will be 

added if the order contains non book items) 
• All purchases support our school and earn 25% in rewards 

 
 
Visit our Book Fair homepage to learn more and get started with online shopping: 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/fairfieldmiddleschool3 
 
Thank you for continuing to support our school. 
 
Happy reading, 
 
 
Mrs. Lantz, Librarian 
Fairfield Middle School 
 
 

FMS works to create a Culture of Learning 
At FMS, we want all of our students to treat their fellow school mates, staff members, and their parents with respect.  We 
also want all of our students to have an adult at school they feel comfortable talking to, if needed. Additionally, we want our 
students to feel safe and secure at school so they can learn at their highest level so they can reach their full potential.  
Finally, we want our students involved in at least one activity to increase their connection to school and where they can learn 
how to work with others toward a common goal.  All this relates to student learning.  
 
This week, we are learning in Trojan Time about mental health awareness, Respect to All, and saying NO to drugs/alcohol. 
We talk about our expectations and talked with ALL of our students about controlling emotions so our emotions don’t 
control us. The Leader in Me Habit #1 is to be proactive, so we would like to use proactive language (I can/I’m sorry/I 
choose to/I will get this done) rather than reactive language (I can’t, It’s not my fault, There’s nothing we can do).  
 
We had every 5-8th grade student fill out the student connection survey.  This purpose of this survey is to get an idea of each 
student’s connection to school, if they have an adult to talk to if needed, and how they feel about school. After looking at the 
results of the survey, the guidance department and administration reached out to every student who said they hated school, 
were bullied 1 or more times this school year and students who said they had no adult in their life to talk to if they had a 
problem.  
 
Attached below are some good handouts that can be reviewed at home: 



 

 
 

 
These are some key points we hit during Trojan Time on Mental Health Awareness: 
 

1. Value Yourself - talk positively to yourself, avoid self-criticism 
2. Take care of your body - exercise, at least 8-10 hours of sleep, eat nutritious meals.  
3. Surround yourself with good people 
4. Give Yourself - volunteer for something - get involved in sports/music/drama 
5. Quiet your mind - relax, pray, meditate 
6. Set realistic goals  
7. Avoid alcohol and drugs 

8. Get help when needed - asking for help is actually a STRENGTH!  

 
 
 

As you know, there is always better buy-in from students when things are reinforced at home. 
Please encourage your son/daughter to report bullying to school staff. Thanks for your support! 

 
 
 

The following graphic is excellent when teaching students to think before speaking or posting 
something online: 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
FMS Honor Roll 
As first quarter ends, we would like to communicate honor roll requirements.  Students will be recognized for 
Straight A honor roll 4.0, A honor roll 3.5-3.9999 (this includes A-), and B honor roll 3.0-3.4999.   
 
 
 
 

Winter Sports Upcoming 
8th grade girls and 7th grade boys basketball participates from the middle of October until Winter Break.  Wrestling goes from 
November to February.  After Winter Break, 8th grade boys and 7th grade girls will play basketball.   
 
 
 
Congrats to FMS – a Jump Rope for Heart top 25 school!  
FMS is in the top 25 for a 14-county area. Here are the top 25 schools: 
 
Coolidge (CR), Viola Gibson (CR), Washington (Mount Vernon), Tipton, Lambert (Manchester), Lincoln (Washington), 
North Linn, Starry (Marion), WACO, Orange (Waterloo), Jesup, Shellsburg, Clark (New London), St. Mathew’s (CR), 
Strawberry Hill (Anamosa), Fairfield Middle School, All Saints (CR), Erskine (CR), Delhi, Jackson (CR), Cleveland 
(CR), Tilford (Vinton), Johnston (Hopkinton), Highland (Riverside), Nixon (CR) – out of around 100 schools who 
participate in 14 counties of Eastern Iowa. 
 
 
 



Love and Logic Revisited 
Our FMS staff took “Love and Logic” on two work days after the 2014-2015 academic year concluded.  It 
was an outstanding class with important points that can be used at home and school.  Here’s an article from 
Love and Logic: 

It’s OK to Catch Your Teen Doing Something Right 
By Jim Fay 
 
It may come as a surprise for some parents to learn that most teens are suffering from a strong case of self-doubt. In fact, a 
person’s self-concept is usually lower during the teen years than at any other time in life. 

Self-doubt in teen is normal. It usually stems from the enormous social, emotional, physical and hormonal upheaval they are 
experiencing. Over a period of time, parents can help turn these feelings of self- doubt into healthy feeling of self-worth. 

We should not only see our teens but hear them 
Telling teens they are good won’t help them build self-confidence. They will always discount what we say. 

It’s better to find your teen doing something right. Then say, “I noticed how good you’re getting with the computer,” or 
“I’ve noticed you’ve really improved at softball.” 

Then, listen to your teen. Ask why he or she thinks things are turning out so well. When teens actually say what they did to 
achieve success, it helps them build a stronger self-image. 

Whenever possible, look at your teen’s school, chores and other activities. Say, “You’re getting good at this! I bet that feels 
good.” The self-concept problem will go away – eventually. 

Focus on what’s right, not what is wrong 
Many of us are programmed to react instead of thinking, thus we end up being overly critical with our teens. This contributes 
to their self-doubt, by focusing on the negative. Ask yourself, “How can I come across in a more positive way?” 

One way is to ask questions in place of giving orders. That doesn’t mean interrogation. Ask a question and then say, “Is this 
what you mean?” or “Thanks for sharing that.” 

Long periods of silence between questions, and asking incomplete questions that give your teen the chance to fill in the 
blanks, can also be helpful. 

Never take away what a teen can do well 
Maybe your teen is not a great student, but is talented in sports. Wise parents encourage their teen to go after what they’re 
best at with all they’ve got. This recharges their batteries and gives them strength to try things they’re not as good at. 

Treat your teen like a good friend 
It’s amazing how we treat our family and loved ones sometimes. We often show our friends much more consideration and 
respect! When in doubt about how you’re responding to your teen, ask, “How would I treat a good friend in this same 
situation?” 

Adopt and open “mind-set” 

If we develop the mind-set that teens are tough to work with, we’ll probably miss all the joys they offer – their creativity, 
sense of humor and the fact that every day is just a little bit different! 

For more information, visit https://www.loveandlogic.com/articles-advice 



Band update 
By Robin Wendland - FMS 7th/8th Grade Band Director 
 
Greetings from the 7th and 8th grade bands!   
 
We have been working on a couple of patriotic band pieces in class.  I’m hopeful we will be able to share 
those with you soon.   
 
If you have not yet purchased Book 2 (Essential Elements Book 2), we will be using those this coming 
week.  I have a few available to purchase here at school, or you can order those from West Music or 
Amazon.  Let me know if you would like me to send you the link. 
 
7th and 8th grade band members are working through 8 Musicianship Levels this year.  The goal is to 
complete a level each quarter.  Each level is made up of 10 exercises.  The exercises are lines from their 
book, scales, a vocabulary quiz, and a band commitment with the band handbook.  Playing these exercises 
at a proficient level is a huge portion of their band grade.  At the typing of this newsletter, the following 
students have passed all of the exercises in Level 1: 
 
Paige Bisgard  Laney Norris  Mia Gates  Addi Harris   
Bryttany Tucker Riley Perkins  Lilly Bergren  Ethan Cass  
Madison Yarnell Josh Mineart  Binh Truong  Bailey Belzer 
Lily McDow  Aries Wagner  Briana Rios  Isabel McCready 
Avalyn Light  Lexi Wickenkamp Pearl Winheim  Iris Lane 
Xavier Kessel  Caroline VanPelt Axl Starr  Elyse Setterstrom 
Archer Kreuter  Faith Jones  Christian Rasmussen Jared Clemons 
Janell Ferguson Alyia Abbott  Josua Carlson  Ian Aplara 
 
These students have also passed all of the exercises in Level 2: 
Emma Wendland Mia Gates  Haleigh Strickland Paige Bisgard 
 
I appreciate their hard work in class, their consistent lesson attendance, and outside of class practice.  Way 
to go band!  Keep up the good work! 
 
 

 
 

7th Grade Football 
by Coach Flattery 
 
26 student/athletes participated this season.  The team started the season winning and ending the 
year on a high note as they went 2-4.  Group has good size good numbers and great attitudes. 
 
 
 
The 7th grade boys BB: 
By Coach Perkins 
 
Our team has started practicing with 18 boys participating.  
We have two really good managers as well. 
Our 1st game is away at Mt Pleasant Nov 9th at 4:30pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



7th and 8th grade Boys and Girls Cross Country 
by Coach Diers 
 
What a fall cross country season for the Fairfield Middle School team.  We had a total of sixteen (16) athletes 
this fall:  nine (9) boys and seven (7) girls participated. A small but mighty group of individuals that gave 
their best effort each and every day.  Each runner showed tremendous growth and improved from the 
beginning of the season to the conference meet.  All runners contributed to the success of the team by 
demonstrating each day; hard work, growth mindset, sportsmanship and TROJAN pride. 
 
All Conference honors went to five (5) individuals as they were in the top 10 finishing places at the 
Conference meet in Washington:   
7th grader Bailey Belzer -8rd place, 
8th grader Grace Forrest- 9th place,  
8th grader Paige Bisgard-10th place 
8th grader: Dylan Adam- 8th place 
8th grader: Riley Perkins- 10th place 
 
Honorable mention honors to this group of runners, as they were the next ten (10) runners in at the 
conference meet: 
7th grader- Caroline Van Pelt- 15th place 
8th grader- Julian Pumphrey 19th  place 
 
 Eight (8) runners earned honors for having perfect attendance the entire season, as they didn’t miss a 
practice or any meets. Those honors go to Alyia Abbott, Bailey Belzer, Merrick Flanagan, Paige Bisgard, 
Grace Forrest, Dylan Adam, Riley Perkins, and Rider Robertson. 
 
Five (5) girls ran in the  Middle School State Cross Country meet in Marshalltown, Iowa on Saturday, 
October 17th.  They finished 5th out of 18 teams in the Class 3A 8th Grade competition. There were 117 
runners that competed in the event. The girls were:  Caroline Van Pelt (17th place), Grace Forrest (19th 
place), Bailey Belzer (31st place), Paige Bisgard (32nd place), and Alyia Abbott (58th place).  
 
These young runners will keep the strong cross-country tradition going for the Fairfield school district.  Go 
Trojans! 
 
 
6-8th grade Life Skills 
by Mr. Flattery 
 
Classes have been studying and implementing Leader in Me skills.  6th graders will then be 
studying Body Systems, 7th graders Disease Prevention and 8th graders Mental/Emotional 
Health topics. 
 
8th Social Studies 
by Mr. Wickenkamp 
 
In 8th grade social studies, students had a chance to interview three guest experts on colonization 
as we wrap up our first quarter unit: Mrs. Boswell who has worked in Native villages for nearly a 
decade, Dr. Monteith, professor of anthropology, and Dr. Martinez, professor of ethnomathematics. 
All the guest experts have been quite impressed with the thoughtful questions of our 8th graders! 
 

 
 
 
 



Student of the Month  
 
Ryker	Mallinger	has	been	chosen	as	the	October	Student	of	the	Month.	Ryker	has	a	kind	and	positive	soul.	
One	example	of	this	is	how	he	includes	his	classmates	in	their	games	at	recess.	He	looks	for	the	underdog	in	
a	situation	and	purposefully	works	to	include	them	in	the	activity.	He	always	comes	to	school	with	a	"can-
do"	attitude	and	a	smile	on	his	face.	I	can	always	count	on	him	to	join	our	Zoom	meetings	and	has	never	
missed	a	due	date	for	an	assignment.	Ryker	is	a	superb	example	of	Trojan	PRIDE	and	leadership.	He	makes	
proactive	choices,	and	knows	what	the	right	thing	to	do	is.	Ryker	makes	my	classroom	a	fun	place	to	come	
to	teach	each	day.	Congratulations,	Ryker!		
	
Aubrey Ryan has been a class leader this whole school year. Aubrey has had a hard-working student both 
inside the classroom, and at home over zoom. She is a very reliable student who I can trust will always be 
doing her very best and to be doing the right thing. Aubrey is always taking chances in the classroom and is 
always ready to answer questions. She is also very helpful, she is a great volunteer to help, not only the 
teacher, but when other students need help, too. Along with that, Aubrey always has a great attitude with 
everything that we are doing. She always goes into things with an open mind and always gives it her all. 
Again, Aubrey is a classroom leader and has done a great job of making the classroom and FMS a better 
place for everyone! Keep it up Aubrey.  
	
The	6th	grade	team	is	proud	to	announce	Ethan	Bisgard as	our	Student	of	the	Month	for	October.		Ethan	is	
a	quiet	leader	in	the	classroom.	Ethan	has	a	strong	work	ethic	and	a	strong	desire	to	learn.		Ethan	has	also	
done	a	great	job	handling	the	hybrid	schedule	and	is	easy	to	count	on	during	days	he	is	participating	in	
online	learning.		Congratulations	and	keep	up	the	great	work,	Ethan!		
	
The	6th	grade	team	is	excited	to	announce	that	Lana	Hunter	has	been	chosen	as	an	October	Student	of	the	
Month.	Lana	works	hard	in	her	classes	and	has	excelled	despite	the	difficulties	of	hybrid	instruction.	She	is	
always	respectful	to	others	and	comes	to	class	prepared	every	day.	She	goes	above	and	beyond	in	her	
classes	and	extends	her	learning	outside	the	classroom.	She	is	excited	to	learn	new	things	and	always	
willing	to	take	on	a	new	challenge.	Keep	up	the	awesome	work!	
	
Caroline	Van	Pelt	is	a	positive	student	who	takes	her	work	seriously.	She	helps	to	set	a	positive	tone	for	the	
whole	class.	She	is	always	willing	to	help	her	classmates,	which	show	a	servant	heart.		Caroline	is	very	
involved	in	extra-curricular	activities	as	well,	as	she	immersed	herself	into	fall	softball,	ran	cross	country,	
and	played	volleyball.	Keep	it	up,	Caroline!		

Aries	Wagner	is	a	very	hard	worker.	She	is	always	willing	to	share	her	thinking	in	class.	She	has	a	positive	
attitude	and	sets	a	quiet	example	in	class.	She	uses	her	class	time	extremely	well.	She	is	a	focused	learner	
and	always	does	excellent	work.	Keep	on	rolling,	Aries!		

Ousman	Saine	has	been	named	the	8th	Grade	Student	of	the	Month	for	October.	Ousman	is	a	quiet,	but	
diligent	student.	He	works	hard	to	turn	in	assignments	on	time	and	always	asks	for	help	when	needed.	He	
demonstrates	Trojan	Pride	expectations	with	good	behavior	in	class	and	in	the	halls	of	Fairfield	Middle	
School.	Congratulations,	Ousman!	
	
The	8th	Grade	Team	is	proud	to	announce	that	Olivia	Hollander	has	been	named	Student	of	the	Month	for	
October.	Olivia	is	an	outstanding	student-athlete	at	FMS.	She	finished	the	volleyball	season	with	her	
winning	attitude	and	she	exhibits	that	same	positivity	in	the	classroom	among	classmates	and	teachers.	
Way	to	go,	Olivia!	We	are	proud	of	you!		
 
 
 



 
 

Principal’s Award 
 
Konrad	Hellweg	has	been	an	awesome	student	this	year!	Konrad	always	has	a	great	attitude	about	
whatever	we	are	doing	in	class.	He	never	complains	or	has	anything	negative	to	say.	He	is	always	the	first	
one	to	volunteer	when	anyone	asks	for	help.	Konrad	is	always	working	very	hard	at	the	task	that	is	at	hand.	
He	is	someone	that	I	can	always	rely	on	to	be	doing	what	he	is	supposed	to	be	doing.	Konrad	has	been	a	
class	leader.	Keep	it	up,	Konrad!	
	
Tucker	Robertson	has	been	chosen	as	the	October	Principal’s	Award	recipient.	Tucker	has	been	doing	such	
a	nice	job	of	balancing	his	school	work	at	home	and	at	school.	I	can	always	count	on	him	to	join	our	Zoom	
meetings	and	be	present	during	learning.	He	always	turns	his	assignments	in	on	time	and	puts	forth	his	best	
effort.	His	quiet,	calm	spirit	is	a	great	addition	to	our	classroom!	Congratulations,	Tucker!		
	
The	sixth-grade	team	is	proud	to	award	Tara	Carter	with	the	Principal’s	Award	for	October.	Tara	is	a	
wonderful	young	girl	who	works	hard	each	day.	She	always	has	a	positive	attitude,	asks	great	questions	to	
extend	her	learning,	and	overall	loves	to	learn.	The	team	is	extremely	proud	of	her	work	completion	daily	
especially	when	she	is	a	virtual	student.		
	
Congratulations	to	Benji	Hunter	on	being	chosen	to	receive	the	Principal's	Award	for	October.	Benji	has	
shown	a	high	level	of	commitment	to	his	learning	in	his	virtual	classes.	He	shows	great	responsibility	and	
completes	his	work	to	the	best	of	his	ability	every	single	day.	He	has	a	positive	attitude	and	isn't	afraid	to	
ask	question	to	better	understand	what	he	is	learning.	The	6th	grade	team	appreciates	his	hard	work.	Way	
to	go,	Benji!	
	
Ben	Bartle	has	a	great	attitude	and	always	has	a	smile	on	his	face.	He	tries	hard,	doesn’t	give	up	when	
things	don’t	come	easy,	and	always	does	his	best.	He	is	willing	to	share	his	thinking	in	class	and	is	willing	to	
ask	for	help	when	he	needs	it.	He	is	respectful	of	his	teachers	and	all	his	classmates.	
	
Calvin	McLain	works	hard	and	prioritizes	getting	his	work	done	and	submitted	on	time.	He	doesn’t	give	up	
even	when	things	get	tough.	He’s	willing	to	ask	for	help	and	he’s	also	willing	to	help	others.	He	has	a	good	
attitude	and	asks	great	questions	in	class.	These	are	marks	of	a	growth	mindset,	which	will	set	him	up	for	
success!	Way	to	go,	Calvin!		
	
Lachlan	Gaskell	shows	great	responsibility	both	in	and	out	of	the	classroom.	He	strives	to	do	his	best	on	
every	assignment	and	makes	sure	to	get	things	turned	in	on	time.	He	is	a	great	leader	in	the	class	and	
participates	when	no	one	else	is	willing.	He	takes	his	time	and	does	diligent	work	and	with	a	positive	
attitude!	Keep	up	the	great	work,	Lachlan!	
	
Emma	Wendland	shows	great	work	ethic	and	gets	her	assignments	done	on	time.	She	helps	hold	her	peers	
accountable	in	making	sure	that	they	are	doing	what	they	need	to	do	and	is	willing	to	help	them	if	they	
need.	She	shows	up	to	class	with	a	positive	attitude	and	is	a	great	role	model	for	those	around	her.	Way	to	
go,	Emma!	
 
 
 
 


