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Believe it or not the end of the school year is approaching.  Where has the time gone?  The 
school year has been filled with excitement and accomplishments for many students.  We are 
encouraged that our middle school was deemed “commendable” on the Iowa Report Card for the 
3rd straight year, that our we are in year 2 of our Leader in Me journey, and that we are finishing 
our 11th year as a PBIS school. This has been such a challenging year for our parents, our 
students, and our staff. The different educational delivery models (hybrid, virtual, and 100% face 
to face) have been a challenge to say the least! We are SO PROUD of the effort of our entire 
staff and students in and out of the classroom. We know parents have made countless sacrifices 
to make the education of their child a high priority. We are very thankful to partner with you! 
Please encourage your son/daughter to finish strong as the year winds down.  Our last day of 
school will be Friday, May 28.  Dismissal time will be 2:00 P.M. 
 
End of Year Assemblies 
 
Our 5th and 6th grade will have a combined assembly on Monday, May 24 from 9:00-9:45am. 7th 
grade will be on Tuesday, May 25 from 9:00-9:45, and 8th grade will hold their assembly / 
graduation on Thursday, May 27 from 9-9:45. This will be an opportunity to honor students who 
have participated in activities and clubs, received Trojan PRIDE Awards, Student of the Month 
Award, Presidential Academic Achievement (select 8th grade only) and Principal Awards.  We 
will serve our 8th grade students cake after their assembly. Please call the office at 472-5019 if 
you have any questions.  
 

Trojan PRIDE! 
 
 
The PBIS program, which stands for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports, has proven to 
be successful as we are in our 11th year of this initiative. At the middle school, we are striving to help 
our students understand the importance of exhibiting Trojan PRIDE.  We want our students to be 
proud of who they are, and where they come from.  The PRIDE acronym stands for: 
 
Prepared to learn – Have proper materials and be mentally engaged. 
Respectful – Treat others the way we want to be treated.   
Integrity – Do the right thing, even when no one is watching. 
Dependable – Have a “count on me” attitude 
Environmentally Aware/Safe – Take care of our school and the people in it. 
 
PBIS is a framework where all students are taught routines and expectations throughout our school, 
including the hallway, classroom, lunchroom, bathroom, before/after school, recess, bus, and 
extracurricular activities.  We are spending some time in our Trojan Time at the beginning of the day 
to revisit these values. The PBIS program looks at students that are struggling with behavior, and 
thoughtful interventions are used. For example, we have over 20 staff members trained in “check and 
connect.”  Check and Connect is an intervention we have implemented to help students have an extra 
adult advocate.  These advocates meet with the students one on one at least once a week and they 
check grades, behavior, and attendance.  Goal setting is also a huge part of the process.  It has 
benefitted many students at the middle school.   
 



 
FMS Battle of the Books Competition 
By Dee Ann Lantz 
 
The Fairfield Middle School recently participated virtually in the SE/Central Iowa Regional 
“Battle of the Books” competition. 
 
On April 12th, six 5th and 6th graders competed against 24 other teams on their knowledge of 
21 books.  Team members were Ella Bentler, Bidhi Dangol, Peyton Freeman, Leah Helmick, 
Emerson Porter, and Elliott Ward with Aubrey Ryan as an alternate.  Teams were allowed one 
hour to complete an 80-question, multiple-choice test over the books.  After the 1st round, 
students enjoyed listening to Terry Lynn Johnson, author of one of the books, Sled Dog School 
all the way from her home in Canada.   The top 11 teams advanced to the 2nd round following 
her presentation.  After the 1st round, Fairfield was in 6th place. They finished strong by taking 
2nd place overall in the competition!  They each received a medal and certificate for their 
accomplishment.  Special recognition was given to Bidhi Dangol who read all 21 books for the 
competition.  Congratulations, FMS BOB Squad! 
 
The 8th-grade team of Wyatt Lovelady, Samriddhi Shrestha, Haleigh Strickland, Emma 
Wendland competed on April 13th against 27 teams.  They were challenged over their 
knowledge of 18 selected books.  They also had one hour to complete a multiple-choice test. 
Following the 1st round of competition, they listened to author, Terry Lynn Johnson.  They all 
enjoyed reading her book, Dog Driven.  They learned that Mrs. Johnson is a naturalist who has 
competed in dog sled contests.  The team did not make it to the 2nd round but enjoyed 
answering the Kahoot questions as they watched the contest.  Special recognition goes out to 
Emma Wendland who read all 18 books for this year’s competition.  A second recognition goes 
to Emma Wendland and Samriddhi Shrestha who participated in ‘Battle of the Books’ during all 
four years of middle school.  Way to go, FMS BOB! 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 

Message from the 7th and 8th Grade Band 
 
I am excited to announce (finally!) a concert date.  It has been a long time coming, but we have 
been able to secure a date for a performance.  The students have been working hard all year to 
bring you some great music.  We can hardly wait!   
 
What: 7th and 8th grade Band Concert 
 
When: Monday, May 17th   

Please note the separate times: 
   7th grade - 6:30PM start time; students ready to go at 6:10PM 

8th grade - 7:30PM start time; students ready to go at 7:10PM (Please wait until 7PM 
to come into the building.  We want to make sure the 7th grade concert is not 
interrupted, and that they have had ample time to clear out of the commons.)  
 

Where:  Fairfield Middle School Cafetorium 
 
Attire:  Band T-shirt (I am working on getting these purchased), and black pants 
 
I am also working out an opportunity for a band group picture as well as individual photos.  The 
group picture will take place just prior to the concert.  You will also have the chance to get 
individual photos taken.  That will take place prior to both concerts starting.  More information 
coming for that soon.   
 
All in attendance will be required to wear a mask. At the writing of this letter, there are not any 
limits on the number in the audience, but please be aware that it could change. The concert will 
also be live-streamed as we have done in the past on the school’s website.   
 
There is no admission charge, but we do ask for free will donations for our concerts. That 
money will be used to help purchase new music, entry fees to honor bands, purchase small 
percussion instruments, and other items needed for the band room. 
 
Just as a reminder, concerts are a portion of the student’s quarter grade.   Each and every band 
member plays an important role in our performance.  It is vital that everyone is in attendance. 
 
Thank you so much for sticking with band through this crazy year!  Despite our lack of 
performances these band students have continued to grow and learn.  We are excited to share 
with you what we have been working on.   
 
Please let me know if you have questions!   
 
Robin Wendland 
7th/8th Grade Band Director  
Fairfield Middle School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Craft LIFT 
By Cheri Taglauer 
 
Lisa	Greenig,	Mary	Phipps,	and	Cheri	Taglauer	have	a	very	hoping	CRAFT	LIFT.	It	looks	like	it	is	
moving	day	for	a	yard	sale	at	3:00	PM	and	again	at	3:35	PM.	
Why	is	that	you	ask??	The	closet	empties	out	into	the	Northeast	corner	of	the	FMS	Cafeteria.		
Two	rolling	tables	are	home	to	the	current	4	sewing	machines	on	loan	from	Lisa	and	Cheri.		The	
next	cart	holds	the	magic	and	wonder.		YES!	We	wonder	where	everything	that	we	had	went	to.	
We	wonder	why	it	was	not	put	back	into	the	nicely	labeled	totes	and	drawers.	
Each	student	has	a	large	zip	lock	bag	with	their	name	on	it	and	the	project	of	their	choice.	
Choices	are	as	wide	as	face	mask	making,	hand	sewing	teddy	bears,	quilt	block	making,	pillow	
stuffing,	plastic	canvas	names	and	hearts	stamped	embroidery,	jewelry	making.	
Each	student	has	had	time	to	try	a	few	different	projects.	We	are	so	excited	when	we	see	the	
girls	helping	and	teaching	each	other	skills.		We	encourage	them	to	ask	for	supplies	to	work	at	
home	also.	Crafting	like	used	to	be	learned	at	Mom	or	Grandma’s	knee	are	a	lost	piece	of	time	
and	memory	making	for	too	many	young	people.	
	

	 	
		
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8th Grade Science 
by Emily Morris 
 
8th grade students will be taking an educational field trip to Jefferson County Park for 
science class at the end of the May to apply knowledge learned earlier in the year. 
Brittney Tiller, the park naturalist, stopped by FMS to review the various stations 
students will get to participate in as well as conduct a team building activity (as pictured 
in the photos). The various stations include water testing, kayaking, and an engineering 
challenge. Students are looking forward to this awesome opportunity!  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
	



Hello FMS Students and Parents!	

It’s that time of year! Yearbook time!	

Yearbooks are $15 each and may be paid via cash or check. (Please have checks 
written to FMS).  Please have your child bring back the order form and payment to 
get theirs reserved. The finished yearbooks should be delivered to FMS early May. 
Once in, we will get them distributed to those who ordered one.  If you are not able 
to order yours right now, no worries! You may order at a later date. We always 
order extras!	

Thank you!	
 
 

Address and Phone Number Changes 
If any parent has had a change in address, email, 
phone number, or want to add an emergency 
contact to your child’s information, please 
contact our office to request a change in our 
Infinite Campus system.   
 
 

Summer Camp dates: 
 
 
BOYS BASKETBALL: 
June 14-18 
Grades 3-7 
8-10:00 
@ PRec 
Get info from Coach Flattery 
 
 
BOYS & GIRLS GOLF CAMP: 
June 29-July 2 
@ Fairfield Country Club 
Grades 3-7 
1:30-3:30 
Get info from Coach Flattery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pop Tabs 
By Mrs. Greenig 
 
 
Fairfield Middle School is pleased to partner with the local McDonalds again this year to 
help families who need to stay at the Ronald McDonald House in Iowa City. FMS 
students collect aluminum tabs from cans and turn them in to their 8th hour teacher. 
The tabs are weighed using a gram scale. (No one wants to count all those tabs!) The 
8th hour class that collects the most grams per student each quarter will earn a free 
catered lunch from McDonalds! That's right, there is a winning class each quarter. This 
is a win-win for Ronald McDonald House and FMS students. If you aren't sure if your 
tab is aluminum or tin try this simple test. Use a magnet. If the tab does NOT stick to the 
magnet, it IS aluminum, send it our way. If the tab is attracted to the magnet, it is NOT 
aluminum and should not be sent with your other tabs. 
 
This is a great, no cost, way to help others in need. Please encourage your family, 
friends, and neighbors to save their tabs. Together we can make a huge difference in 
the lives of others! 
 
https://rmhc-eiwi.org/ I hope you can take some time to visit their site. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact lisa.greenig@fairfieldsfuture.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Box Tops for Education is making a big change!! 
You won’t believe how incredibly easy it is!! Download the app on your phone or electronic 
device. Set up your account and select the school you wish to receive your earnings. Every time 
you shop, use the app to scan your receipt and hit done. There is one catch….. All receipts must 
be scanned within 14 days of the purchase. That’s it!! 
 
 
The good news…. We can still clip and double dip!  
That’s right, scan your receipt AND clip box tops.  
 
 
 
If you have any questions, you may contact Lisa.greenig@fairfieldsfuture.org . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

The Fairfield Middle School Closet is open and ready to distribute hygiene products to our students. All students 
are eligible and there is no qualification required. Bags are distributed discreetly by school staff or guidance 
counselors. All information is kept confidential between the Closet coordinator and the school. The Closet may 
also request anonymous grade and/or test score reports (without the child’s name) for grant purposes. 

 
The Closet is a team effort by Fairfield School staff, Fairfield Hy-Vee, and generous community members. If you 
have any questions, concerns, or wish to stop receiving the products, contact the Closet coordinator, Lisa 
Greenig, at lisa.greenig@fairfieldsfuture.org.  

 
                                                                         Consent Form 

 
Please sign my child(ren) up for the hygiene products.  I understand my child(ren) will receive a starter bag 
with assorted products when I return the completed consent form. I understand I can order additional supplies 
at any time by completing the online order form or by emailing the coordinator.  I grant the Closet coordinator 
permission to receive anonymous grades and/or test scores (without my child(ren)’s names). I may revoke this 
written permission at any time by emailing lisa.greenig@fairfieldsfuture.org.  

 
 

Household Name_________________________________________________________  

Children’s information for the 2019/20 school year: 

Name:   School/Grade: Locker Number  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

______ 

Parent/Guardian name 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature ____________________________
    Date _____________ 

For Closet Coordinator Internal Use Only: 

  
               Form received on ___/___/____ by ______________________ 
          
               Form emailed to Closet Coordinator for records on ___/___/____ by ______________________ 
  
               Form input on password-protected Google Drive on ___/___/___ by ____________________________ 
 
                Other notes (also input on Google Drive):  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



April 2021 Principal Awards 
 
Esther-Rose Anderson was chosen for receiving a Principal's Award for April. For the last month in 
class, Esther has really stepped up and done a great job participating and being active in listening and 
doing her work well. She makes sure to turn in assignments on time and does a great job completing 
them. I'm proud of Esther's effort during Q4. Keep it up! 
 
Leeyah Thorne has been chosen for receiving a Principal’s Award for April. Leeyah has shown so much 
growth this past month. She works hard to turn in her best work. she's always prepared for class and even 
when she knows she's going to be absent she emails me to let me know, and to ask for assignments ahead 
of time. Leeyah, you are an impressive young lady. Way to go! 
 
The 6th grade team is pleased to award a Principal’s Award to Samantha Lyons for the month of April. 
She brings a positive attitude to class with her each day. Samantha works hard even when things get 
tough for her. She is willing to ask questions and put in extra work when necessary. This perseverance is 
a great quality to have. She has even met her reading goal! Congratulations and keep up the good work, 
Samantha! 
 
The 6th grade team has chosen Noah Patel to receive the Principal's Award for April. Noah has been 
working extremely hard in his classes. He comes to class prepared to learn every day. He asks questions 
when he doesn't understand something. He always has a positive attitude and has a fun sense of humor. 
Noah's teachers enjoy having him in class every day. Keep up the excellent work! 
 
Lauren Bonar is a quiet, on-task worker. She has really stepped up her work ethic in the classroom. She 
is respectful of others. She has shown a lot of growth this year in regards to seeking help when needs. She 
works hard to understand what she is learning. Congratulations, and keep up the GREAT work!  
 
Alexis Megrath comes to class with a positive attitude and willingness to work hard. She greets her 
classmates and teachers and helps set a positive tone in class. She works extremely hard, takes her work 
very seriously, and engages in class activities. She works well with others, and is a bright spot in any 
classroom. Your teachers are proud of you, Alexis! 
 
The 8th Grade Team is proud to bestow the Principal’s Award to Orlando Wilburn. We have noticed an 
awesome turn around in Orlando. Your focus, determination, and grit have been improved upon greatly. 
We are so proud of you and the choices you are making! Keep up the great work and finish the year 
strong!   
 
Jolie Crile comes to class prepared with a positive attitude. She is a hard-worker and is willing to help 
out in any way she can. She engages in class discussions and strives to get her work done to the best of 
her ability. Keep up the great work, Jolie!  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

April 2021 Students of the Month 
 
Bidhi	Dangol	is	being	recognized	as	an April Student of the Month.		She	has	spent	her	last	year	
in	the	virtual	5th	grade	class	and	has	worked	extremely	hard	at	completing	her	work	to	the	best	
of	her	ability	and	showing	what	she	knows.		She	goes	above	and	beyond	to	answer	questions	
thoroughly	and	really	takes	her	time	on	her	work.		She	participates	when	needed	in	class	and	
can	be	counted	on	as	a	class	leader.		She will thrive in 6th grade! Congrats! 	
	
I	would	like	to	congratulate	Cormac	Van	Pelt	for	being named April Student of the Month. These	
past	few	months	Cormac	has	consistently	shown	academic	progress	and	that	he	is	ready	to	
learn	through	classroom	participation,	collaborating	in	small	group	work,	and	turning	in	quality	
work	on-time.	This	great	attitude	has	helped	him	improve	his	grades	and	has	shown	that	he	has	
a	growth	mindset.	Congratulations, Cormac!	Keep	up	the	excellent	work!	
	
The	6th	grade	team	is	excited	to	announce	that	Sophie	Skalicky	has	been	chosen	as	the	April	
Student	of	the	Month.	She	is	always	respectful	to	others	and	comes	to	class	prepared	every	
day.	She	goes	above	and	beyond	in	her	classes	and	extends	her	learning	outside	the	classroom.	
She	is	excited	to	learn	new	things	and	always	willing	to	take	on	a	new	challenge.	Keep	up	the	
awesome	work,	Sophie!		
	
Xavier	Fernandes	has	been	chosen	as	the	6th grade	Student	of	the	Month.	Xavier	has	done	a	
fantastic	job	in	class	and	always	goes	above	and	beyond	what	is	expected	of	him.	He	is	well-
liked	by	his	peers	and	is	always	willing	to	lend	a	hand	to	those	in	need.	We	also	appreciate	how	
Xavier	is	an	advocate	for	himself	and	asks	for	help	when	needed.	Lastly,	we	appreciate	Xavier's	
hard	work	ethic	and	kind	heart.	He	is	a	wonderful	asset	to	the	sixth-grade	class.	

Logan	Adkins	works	hard	and	asks	great	clarifying	questions	to	make	sure	that	he	understands	
the	material.	He	works	well	with	others	in	the	classroom	and	wants	the	entire	group	to	
succeed.	He	has	a	positive	attitude	that	helps	set	the	tone	for	his	group. Congratulations, 
Logan! Your teachers are super-proud of you! 	

The 7th grade team is pleased to announce that Wyatt Burnett has been named April Student of 
the Month. Wyatt	has	a	good attitude, puts in quality effort,	and	is	making	efforts	to	continually	
do	the	right	thing.	He	is	willing	to	ask	for	help	when	needed	and	willing	to	put	in	extra	time	and	
effort	to	understand	the	material. He	comes	to	class	ready	to	learn	every	day. Keep up the 
excellent work, Wyatt! 	

Terry	Zhang	is	the	8th	grade	team's	April	Student	of	the	Month.	Terry	is	always	prepared	and	
ready	to	learn.	Terry	participates	in	class	and	is	kind	to	others.	He	is a great role model for 
others, and always has a smile on his face that you can see through his mask!	Your teachers are 
very proud of you, Terry, and wish you nothing but the best in high school and beyond!  	
	
The	8th	Grade	Team	is	proud	to	announce	that	Bayleigh	Thomas	is	the	Student	of	the	Month	
for	April.	Besides	keeping	her	grades	at	A’s	across	the	board,	Bayleigh	has	shown	that	she	puts	
in	the	extra	effort	when	it	is	needed.	She	has	embraced	the	concept	of	Student-Athlete	by	
putting	her	academics	first.	Bayleigh	joined	the	track	team	this	Spring	for	the	first	time	and	has	
shown	others	that	it	is	worth	overcoming	your	fears	to	try	something	new	because	you	can	
shine!	 


