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This Week’s 
Need to Know 

 
FACT OF THE WEEK: Black Friday 
isn’t the busiest shopping day of 
the year, it actually is the Friday 
and Saturday before Christmas.  
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK: Reading 
a book before bed makes your 
eyes tired. So your brain is tricked 
into feeling tired which makes it 
easier to fall asleep. 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: What does a 
gingerbread man put on his bed? 
 
BRAINTEASER OF THE WEEK: 
What falls in the winter but never 
gets hurt? 
 
Answers to joke and brainteaser 
are on the bottom. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Friday, December 3 
 - JH GBB v. Baltic (4:00/5:00) 
 - GBB v. Baltic (6:15/7:15) 
Saturday, December 4 
 - Wrestling @ Flandreau Tourney 
(10:00) 
 - Winter Formal (7:00) 
Sunday, December 5 
 - State FFA Leadership Contest 
Monday, December 6 
 - State FFA Leadership Contest 
 - JH GBB @ West Central (4:30) 
 - JH/JV Wrestling @ Flandreau 
(4:30) 
Tuesday, December 7 
 - FFA @ District Leadership in 
Hartford (3:30) 
 - 3rd-5th Music Concert (7:00) 
Thursday, December 9 
 - JH BBB @ Tri-Valley (4:00) 
 - Wrestling @ Parker Quad (5:00) 
Friday, December 10 
 - GBB @ Tri-Valley (4:00/6:15) 
 - BBB @ Tri-Valley 
(4:00/5:00/7:30) 
 

 
Worth Mentioning 

 
SEMESTER TEST SCHEDULE has 
been released. Check your email 
and plan accordingly. Semester 
tests start in two weeks. 
 
COUNTDOWN TO BREAK: 19 Days 
Our next break is Wednesday, De-
cember 22, the start of Winter 
Break. We come back Wednesday, 
January 5. 

by Maverick Houg 
staff writer 
 
     A couple weeks ago, on Novem-
ber 18, a new strand of COVID was 
discovered in the country of South 
Africa. This new strand, Omicron, 
originated from a mutation but is 
possibly milder than previous COVID 
strands. However, this change in var-
iant has shown to spread quickly and 
vaccines may not be as effective 
against this strand.  Newsweek just 
reported that it may be up to 500 
percent more infectious than the 
Delta variant. 
     The US and 20 other countries 
have reported at least one case of 
Omicron.  
     Although this variant is may be 
milder than previous ones, people 
who are vaccinated still are vulnera-
ble to Omicron.  
      Because this is a mutation of pre-
vious strands and you can still con-
tract if you are vaccinated, Omicron 
can bypass the effectiveness of vac-
cinations. So if you are currently vac-
cinated, you are still able to get this 
new strand of COVID, it may not be 
as potent as the previous variants 
but you can still very much get 
it. This has renewed federal encour-
agement for the eligible population 

to not only get vaccinated but also 
get the booster shot as well. 
     Omicron has caused a panic like 
the first COVID variant, so President 
Joe Biden has brought back some 
mandates, like wearing a mask in 
public (especially in public transpor-
tation) in some parts of the country, 
and banned travel to some coun-
tries, including eight in the southern  
area  of Africa, including South Africa 
where the strain was first discov-
ered.  
     Since it’s discovery, the virus has 
continued to spread. As of Thursday, 
December 2 there was only one 

known case in the US, a man  who 
recently travelled to South Africa 
and noticed signs of COVID upon 
their return to the US. They are cur-
rently self quarantining in California.  
     This morning it was reported that 
the US now has at least five cases 
including some in New York, Hawaii, 
and Minnesota. 
     “We knew that it was just a 
matter of time before the first case 
of Omicron would be detected in the 
United States," Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
the president's chief medical adviser. 

 JOKE: A Cookie Sheet   BRAINTEASER: Snow 

The colder 
weather is bring-
ing more vibrant 
colors to the sky. 
But with the sun 
setting sooner, 
you’ll have to 
look outside a bit 
earlier to catch 
these beauties.

New COVID-19 strain 
causes new concerns 

Precautions and mitigation 
efforts return in attempt to 
slow newest strains impact 

  

Update on Laundrie 
disappearance 
Brian Laundrie disappeared shortly be-
fore the discovery of fiancé’s body 

The Omicron strain shows a much more mutated version than the current dominant strain, Delta, which  
may be a reason for a higher likelihood of infection even if someone has been vaccinated or previously 
infected. Graphic from: https://www.timesofisrael.com/first-image-of-omicron-shows-many-more-
mutations-than-delta/  

by Maverick Houg, Addi Kratochvil, Zachary Uhl 
staff writer 

 
     Board Games: Nothing is better than having 
some family time than playing a few favorite 
games. This could include classics like Monopoly 

(Monopoly Empire is a great version that goes much 
quicker than the original) or Scrabble or it could be a 
personalized game to their interests like a F.R.I.E.N.D.S 
quiz game or a personalized Guess Who or matching 

using your favorite family photos. 
     Mini Tool Kit: Your siblings can fix something 
small like car light bulbs, lamp switches, and fix 
handles on doors.  
     Coffee Mug: World's best sibling because she 
or he is the only one.  
     Knuckle Sandwich: got an annoying sibling, 
not anymore. Caution works better when they 
are smaller than you.  
     Show Merchandise: Find out what their fa-
vorite show or YouTuber is and get them a t-
shirt or sweatshirt about it. 

by Addi Kratochvil 
staff writer 
 
     Gabby Petio was a small influencer who traveled across 
the country with her fiancé Brian Laundrie. They document-
ed where they were saying in their travels via social media. 
That all changed when Brian Laundrie came back home 
without his fiancé but with her van. 
     Petito’s body was later discovered in a national forest in 
Wyoming. And in the mean time police lost contact with 
Laundrie. The disappearance of Laundrie became a nation-
wide search. 
     Laundrie’s body was found in a Florida nature reserve on 
October 21, after accusations of his fiancé’s (Gabby Petito) 
death. Brian Laundrie’s body was biopsied last Tuesday. The 
biopsy ruled his death as a suicide. 
     The FBI tweeted, “On October 21, 2021, a comparison of 
dental records confirmed that the human remains found at 
the T Mabry Carlton Jr Memorial Reserve and Myakka-
hatchee Creek Environmental Park are those of Brian Laun-
drie.” 
     The body was also partially buried due to the water and 
his body was severely decomposed. The FBI is searching the 
area for more clues and has found a notebook that they 
assume is Brian Laundrie’s. 

Gift ideas 
The Blue Ink journalists give you ide-

as for that hard to shop someone. 
This Week: Siblings 

Photo by Zachary Uhl 
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Weekly Breakfast and Lunch 
Menus 
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Senior Spotlight 
Adam Hulscher 

The food to fill 
your bellies for 
the upcoming 

weeks: 
Menus subject 

to change 

BREAKFAST 
Monday, Dec 6: Bacon 
and Egg Breakfast Pizza or 
Cream Cheese Mini Bagels 
Tuesday, Nov 23: Waffles 
with Syrup or Cini Minis or 
Iced Long John 
Wednesday, Nov 24: 
Glazed Donut or Warm 
Apple Frudel 
Thursday, Nov 25: Fresh 
Baked Biscuits and Gravy 
or Cini Minis or Iced Long 
John 
Friday, Nov 26: Fresh 
Baked Cinnamon Roll or 
Cream Cheese Mini Bagels 

LUNCH 
Monday, Dec 6: Pizza Pas-
ta Bake or Pork Fritter 
Sandwich 
Tuesday, Dec 7: Beefy Ta-
cos or Fish Nuggets 
Wednesday, Dec 8: 
Creamy Macaroni & 
Cheese or Oven-Roasted 
Hot Dog 
Thursday, Dec 9: Baked 
Ham or Popcorn Chicken 
Bites 
Friday, Dec 10: Meat Lov-
ers Pizza or Toasted 
Cheese Sandwich with 
Tomato Soup 

Current 
Count 

34 

ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN: 
Wrestling  
Football 
Fishing 
Cornhole 
 
WHO/WHAT WILL  
YOU MISS MOST: 
Mr. Steckler 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR: 
Go to basic training for 
the Air National Guard 

Old days of elementary 

FFA heads to state leader-
ship development event 
LDE performance advances Garretson chapter 

members to state contest 

by Zachary 
Uhl 
staff writer 
 
     Many of 
our fellow 
classmates 
remember the 
old sacred 
malt machine 
and desired 
recess in Ele-
mentary. This 
machine, man-
aged by the 
teachers, 
made icy shakes for the entire ele-
mentary as long as the student 
brought two clinkity quarters. This 
treat was only available on Fridays, 
with this in mind, I never took this for 
granted, and recess was always a 
time to take a breather during the 
day. Many students wish that they 
could relive the old playful memories 
of our joyful childhood.  
     The old malt machine was loved, 
but why isn’t it still around? There 

have been many rumors surrounding 
the malt maker.  These rumors can 
be as far-fetched as Michelle Obama 
taking the machine away while mak-
ing adjustments to school lunch men-
us across the country, or as bland as 
the machine simply broken beyond 
repair.  
     Mr. Long followed up with, “It was 
surplused out, because what it came 
down to was the nutrition guidelines 
that were passed down by the gov-
ernment that the malt machine did-
n’t meet the requirements and nutri-
tion guidelines.”  
     The school has since replaced the 
malt machine with delicious ice 
cream bars that are still excellent, 
but I personally hypothesize that if 
you can get treats every day, then 
wouldn’t that make people take it for 
granted. That to me seems how I still 
remember it to this day, that it was 
only a once a week deal.  
     The malt machine is just one thing 
that students miss, another is the 
battlefield outside the school known 
as recess. Back in the day recess was 

used as a reliever for the desk hug-
ging day of learning. This allowed our 
young jitterish selves to interact and 
play with our peers, and get all the 
wiggles out before you go back in 
and listen to the teacher.  
     Like recess, we should have a 
study hall that is used as a nap time 
or a phone stare for students. This is 
already established in the study hall 
for high school students, but what 
would I propose is a 30 min gym ac-
tivity after lunch or a separate room 
for the restless students to take a 
quick power nap and unwind.  
     Some students support part of this 
idea. Logan Facile said, “I would sup-
port a rest period, but not a full on 
kickball activity because I feel there 
would be people just sitting around.” 
     The break in the day of learning, 
recess, has been missed by many stu-
dents of GHS. I have and always will 
miss that malt machine, every Friday 
that goes by the memory gets more 
faded in time. Even though they are 
long gone, we can still look back, and 
learn from the joys of elementary. 

A brief reminisce on things 
we used to have 

     Garretson FFA has a long and 
proud history of superior perfor-
mances at contests and develop-
ment events continually throughout 
the year. 
     Most recently they competed in a  
regional leadership development 
event (LDE) around Thanksgiving 
with a handful of Garretson chapter 
members earning the right to com-
pete at the state level. 

     They will leave Sunday, December 
5 and come back late Monday, De-
cember 6 after competitions have 
concluded. 
     Under the advisory of Ms. Alysha 
Kientopf, the following five students 
will attend the state competition as 
either a competitor or event helper: 
Drew Pederson, Jenna VanHolland, 
Sarah Welch, Chloe Schleuter, and 
Autumn Gaspar. 

Senior Spotlight 
Olivia Mullin 

ACTIVITIES INVOLVED 
IN: 
Track and Field 
 
 
 
 

WHO/WHAT WILL  
YOU MISS MOST: 
I will miss bonding with 
my classmates and see-
ing different teachers 
everyday.  
 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR: 
Attend Southwest Min-
nesota State University 
for Elementary Educa-
tion 

This malt machine is similar to 
the one Garretson had back in 
our elementary school days. 
Photo from: https://
taylorfreezer.com/model-432/  

TikTok trends 
Popular app takes over 
social media, conver-

sation, and dances 
by Addi Kratochvil 
staff writer 
 
     TikTok is a app that teenagers and 
young adults make videos to discov-
er,create,and so much more. This is 
one of the most trending apps that is 
very well known all over the world. 
     Lil Uzi Vert- Neon Guts feat. Phar-
rell Williams which is a trending 
dancing trend to the song. 
     abcdefu- Gayle is a trend when 
people write on plates about what 
they’re struggling with. On the bass 
drop, they smash the plates to 
attempt to make 
them feel better. 
     Christmas/gift 
ideas- The crea-
ture plays Christ-
mas music in the 
background lists 
gift ideas.  

https://taylorfreezer.com/model-432/
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