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Dear Rocket Community, 
 
We all want our school to be a safe learning environment for our students. Recent events have shown that 
this is not always the case.  More than 100 schools across our state are closed today due to threats of 
violence.  Violent threats make it impossible for our educators to create a positive learning 
environment.  As educators, we want to see all our students thrive and flourish and we will not tolerate 
any behavior or threats that jeopardize the safety of our students and staff. To that end we would like to 
share the following statement from the Muskegon County Prosecutor D.J. Hilson: 
 

“Any threat, real or implied, against a school, staff, or students is a felony. A criminal threat can 
be verbal, written, or posted online. It is not a defense to claim that the threat was a joke or was 
not going to be acted upon. We encourage parents to be extra vigilant in monitoring their 
children's online activities and their electronic devices to ensure the material being posted or 
disseminated is not threatening in any way. We have been made aware of verbal or written threats 
being made against schools in other communities, and we are asking our parents to help us 

prevent such threatening communication from occurring in our community. We are also working 
with area schools to help spread the message to our kids that jokes about violence against schools 
are no laughing matter and carry significant consequences.” 

 
Every threat is illegal and we will collaborate with local law enforcement, the Sheriff, and 
Michigan State Police to investigate.  We encourage families to be aware of their student’s social 

media presence and to speak with their students about the seriousness of making or sharing threats. 
You should report any threats seen on social media, through text messages, or other platforms to 
authorities through the statewide confidential reporting tool OK2SAY or Silent Observer:  

 OK2SAY (Statewide Confidential Tip Line) 
 Submit a tip online  

 Contact by phone (855) 565-2729  
 Text 652729  
 Email OK2SAY@mi.gov   
 Download the app for iPhone or Android  

 Silent Observer (Local Anonymous Tip Line) 
 Submit a tip online 
 Contact by phone (231) 722-7463 

 Download free app 

 

Thank you for your continued partnership! 

 

Sincerely, 

Steve 

 

Steve Edwards, Superintendent 

https://www.michigan.gov/ok2say/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ok2say/id916275173?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.mi.ag.OK2SAY&hl=en_US
https://www.silentobservermuskegon.com/152/Submit-a-Tip
https://www.p3intel.com/mobile.html

