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Greetings from your Special Programs Office! Welcome to the first edition of our TAG newsletter for this
school year! As parents with students who are eligible for TAG support, we will be sharing this newsletter
3 times a year (Nov, Feb, and May). We are offering this digitally, but if you would like to continue to
receive paper copies mailed to your home, please let us know.

We will be providing you with updates and a snapshot of what is happening in each building, as well as
resources we have found to help students excel.

It is our heartfelt wish to you and your family for a healthy and happy holiday season!

Updates from Special Programs

A handbook form of our ODE TAG Plan is
available on the updated website. It will be
updated as the mandates change. You can find
these at the following links:

TAG Website
https://www.siuslaw.k12.or.us/o/siuslaw-school
-district/page/talented-and-gifted-tag

TAG Program Plan and Handbook
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documen
ts/asset/uploaded_file/984439/TAG_Siuslaw_Tal
ented_and_Gifted_Program_Plan___Handbook.
pdf

We hope that these resources are helpful. We
are continually improving our TAG programs and
services.

Lisa Utz
Special Programs Director
lutz@siuslaw.k12.or.us
541-997-5456

District Updates

Hello!
As a Siuslaw School District alumna, I am very
excited to be your TAG Coordinator this year! I
loved being able to see many of you at
parent-teacher conferences. It has been fun to
get out and observe students in the classroom
and at recess. It has given me some great ideas
for resources and enrichment activities for
students, support for teachers, and resources
for parents along with the new TAG website.

I am a great proponent of continuously working
to make things better. There is always room for
improvement and TAG is no exception. Right
now, at the state level, ODE’s TAG Specialist,
Angela Allen, has been working hard to refine
Oregon’s TAG mandates. It has been a pleasant
opportunity for me to attend these meetings and
learn as much as I can about where TAG was
and where it’s going. It sounds like they will be
omitting and altering some language in the
mandate in order to include children in a more
holistic way.

I will keep everyone apprised of any changes.
Please contact me if you have any questions.

Christina Ory
Siuslaw School District TAG Coordinator
cory@siuslaw.k12.or.us
(541)997-2514 x5411
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Building Representative Updates

Siuslaw Elementary School TAG

We at the elementary school are so glad to have
all of our students back on campus!

Just as in years past, please work closely with
your child’s teacher to ensure that they are
getting the instruction they need to grow and be
successful. If you need any help with this,
please reach out to me or Mrs. Ory.

If you are looking for something more for your
child, the elementary school is participating in
Oregon Battle of the Books (OBOB) this year.
The team leads are Mrs. Keppol and Mr.
Jorgenson. Please connect with one of them if
your child is interested in participating.

Saturday Academy is currently offering online
classes. They are based out of Portland and
have a lot of classes that look very interesting.
Check out their website at:
https://www.saturdayacademy.org.

Please reach out if I can assist you and your
child in any way.

Your Partner in Education,
Alyssa Cargill
Elementary TAG Representative
Third Grade Teacher
acargill@siuslaw.k12.or.us
541-997-2514 x5420

Siuslaw Middle School TAG

Seasons Greeting, there have been several
staffing changes and new teachers hired at the
middle school. However, the TAG program is
still in the process of transitioning over to Mr.
Grundon. Last year, he was able to implement
the use of the ALEKS adaptive math pathway
software. This is an amazing computer-adaptive
software that allows our TAG students to
explore and learn math concepts at their own

pace allowing them to dive deeper into the
content.

Another exciting development at the middle
school has been our new Computer Science
instructor Mr. Looney and our new WoodShop
instructor Mr. Garcia.

The fabulous Mrs. Wiggins and her 8th Grade
WEB leadership class continues to engage our
school’s future leaders.

More resources here! If you have any questions
please feel free to contact me through email.

Sean Grundon
Middle School TAG Representative
Math Teacher
sgrundon@siuslaw.k12.or.us
541-997-8241

Siuslaw High School TAG

The High School still has all the different
offerings that unique students might want (and
many of you are taking).  College courses are
still being offered, and many were added.

If you are interested in making a change for the
next semester please reach out to Mrs. Osbon
grades 9–11 and Mr. Orr for Seniors.

Our district’s Teacher Librarian, Jennifer
McKenzie, is always posting TAG quality
opportunities for students to participate in on
her website. There are also a number of high
school clubs that students can join.

Questions regarding high school TAG?
Contact Vice-principal, Bev Scott, at
bscott@siuslaw.k12.or.us or TAG Coordinator,
Christina Ory, at cory@siuslaw.k12.or.us

Happy Holidays from your TAG team!
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