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December 2, 2021

Dear Parents/Guardians of students in Ms_______  Classroom,

As I am sure you are aware, there has been an increase in the number of positive cases of COVID-19 in the
community.  In your child’s class, we have seen a particular increase that has caused the district to consider a
more proactive approach.

In consultation with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the Massachusetts Department
of Public Health’s Office of Epidemiology, the Dracut Board of Health, our own Nurse Kusa, the district’s Head
Nurse, Mrs. Collins, and the Superintendent, I am writing to describe the immediate approach we will be taking
to address the increase of positive cases in your child’s classroom.

Tomorrow, Friday, December 3rd, we will be offering every student, regardless of whether they have been
previously identified as a close contact, the opportunity to take a BinaxNow antigen test.  We have a robust
Test & Stay program already in place and a number of students are already participating in testing to ensure
that they can remain in school.

This opportunity is a one-day precaution, designed to ensure we have a complete picture of how COVID may
be impacting the class.  Given that the testing would occur first thing in the morning, in order for a child to
participate, parents must either send a written permission slip naming the child and consenting to this
one-day participation in BinaxNow antigen testing, or consent via the primary platform used to enroll in
the Test & Stay and symptomatic testing programs.  The platform may be accessed here:
https://www.cic-health.com/consent/ma?district=Dracut

You may find information on our testing program here: https://5il.co/yhhs

Parents and/or guardians must consent for a child to be tested, but please be aware that we are engaging in
this process in an effort to avoid quarantining the classroom for seven days. Students who do not
participate, may have to quarantine. That decision will be made after we assess the situation in collaboration
with the agencies and individuals referenced above.

The Dracut Public Schools is a Community of Caring and a member of the RULER social and emotional learning community.
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If you have any questions regarding this, please feel free to email me tonight at bfaulkner@dracutps.org. I will
be checking this email throughout the evening.

It is important that we are all working together to ensure the health and safety of our students and staff. Thank
you for your support.

Sincerely,

Principal Faulkner

The Dracut Public Schools is a Community of Caring and a member of the RULER social and emotional learning community.
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