
Regular Meeting of the Trustees of School District #3 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Blue Creek School District #3 was held 
Thursday, February 22, 2018 at Blue Creek School. Vice-Chair Joan Noddings called 
the meeting to order at 7:15 a.m. 

Members present:  Phil Pimley, Aimee Rust, Leslie Weldon and Joan Noddings.  
Absent:  Megan Loveridge.  A quorum was present. 

Administrator Rude and Clerk Joan Iverson were present for the entire meeting. 

Guests:   Kaylene Hall, Karen Borst, Claire Stambaugh, Amanda Bechtold, Isabel 
McPherson and Sue Vinton 

Adjustments to the Agenda    None 

Correspondence    Vice Chair Joan Noddings read a letter from staff member Zandra 
Hubbs recognizing the various strategies and activities Administrator Cathi Rude has 
developed to build and support a cohesive and productive staff at Blue Creek and 
expressed her sincere appreciation. 
 
1. & 2. Consent Agenda 

Leslie Weldon moved, seconded by Phil Pimley to approve the minutes of January 11, 
2018 and approval of bills.   Motion passed unanimously. 

REPORTS 

3. Enrollment 

Administrator Cathi Rude reported the current enrollment at 193 students.  

4. Community Ed Report 

M.J. Dimich was not able to attend.  Administrator Rude reported that MJ continues to 
post classes to the Community Ed Facebook page and Website.  Upcoming classes 
include web training and crochet. 

5. Staff Report 

Kaylene Hall, Blue Creek School Counselor spoke about the activities going on in 
February, which is Kindness Month.  A kindness tree is in the hallway and students and 
staff are adding heart notes about acts of kindness done to them.  This has been well 
received and will continue through the year with different seasonal themes.   
Classrooms have also been building kindness chains adding a chain for kindness acts 
done at home.  Kaylene purchased “Choose Kind” t-shirts with a PTA grant for student 
and staff incentives. 

 



Claire Stambaugh, Kindergarten techer, and Karen Borst, paraprofessional, spoke 
about the amount of growth they have seen in the Kindergarten classroom this year.  
The students started the year learning letter names, moved onto sounds and then to 
words.  Students are grasping new skills daily and love to write.  Claire passed around a 
variety of books the students had written and illustrated. They have all enjoyed the 
kindness lessons this month and have been adding links to their class kindness chain 
each day.  They have also been working on kindness notes and examples were shown.  

Joan Noddings expressed appreciation to the staff for all they do.    

Administrator Rude recognized Kaylene for all the extras she does such as lunch 
groups, and all of the different ways she meets the needs of all our students.  She also 
spoke about how Claire and Karen compliment each other in the classroom and what a 
fantastic job they are doing. 

6. Clerk  & Business Report  

Business Manager Roger Heimbigner talked to the Board about the preliminary budget 
numbers.  He explained how our ANB numbers are calculated and how this determines 
our budget.  The budget will be tight but we will be able to balance it without a levy.   

7. Strategic Planning 

Aimee Rust reported that she met with Meghan Pimley and Cathi Rude recently and 
they discussed the committee’s primary goals and possible candidates to join them on 
this committee.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 18th, 2018. 

8. Administration Report 

Administrator Cathi Rude reported the following: 

Patrick Hoy provided active shooter training with staff last fall and has completed his 
assessment of Blue Creek School.  He has developed a report and a plan for Blue 
Creek. Patrick will provide a brief overview and presentation of this training/assessment 
to the Board in March.   

Amanda Bechtold, our 5th/6th teacher introduced one of her students, Isabel McPherson 
who gave a presentation about an activity they are doing in class.  It involves working 
together to write, code, and program a video game. Isabel was able to show the Board 
the completed game.   

Administrator Rude reported on enrollment data over the last several years and how 
these numbers impact the percent of the budget that goes towards teacher salaries.    

 

 

 

 



BUSINESS ITEMS 

OLD BUSINESS 

9. School Elections 

Administrator Cathi Rude reminded the Board of the key dates from the election 
calendar for this year.   Terms expiring this year are Aimee Rust and Megan Loveridge. 
Joan Noddings’ term expires in May 2019.  Leslie Weldon and Phil Pimley’s terms 
expire in May 2020.   The trustee election resolution must be approved at this board 
meeting and trustee filing must be completed by March 29th.    A motion was made by 
Phil Pimley, seconded by Leslie Weldon to approve the resolution to call for the 
Yellowstone County Election Office to have a mail ballot for the May 8, 2018 trustee 
election (if needed).   Motion passed unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
10. Preschool Special Education Services 

Administrator Cathi Rude recommended approval of the District providing preschool 
services with the YWCCSSC Coop providing assistance as needed.   A motion was 
made by Leslie Weldon, seconded by Aimee Rust to approve that the District provide 
preschool services to eligible 3-5 year olds for the 2018-2019 school year with any 
requests for assistance to be made through the Cooperative office.   Motion passed 
unanimously. 

11. Negotiations Update 

A motion was made by Phil Pimley, seconded by Aimee Rust to approve the Collective 
Bargaining Agreement between the Blue Creek Board of Trustees District #3 and the 
Blue Creek Education Association for the 2018-2019, 2019-2020, and 2020-2021 
school years as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

12. Date and Time of Meeting 

Next scheduled meeting is March 8th, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Adjourn 

Leslie Weldon moved, seconded by Phil Pimley to adjourn. Motion passed unanimously. 

Time of Adjournment:  8:08 a.m.  

 
Board Chairman 

 

Attest: Clerk 


