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Allowable Uses

Use of Funds: A local educational agency that receives funds under this
title may use the funds for any of the following:

A-D) Any activity authorized by the ESEA of 1965, including the Native Hawaiian
Education Act and the Alaska Native Educational Equity, Support, and Assistance
Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20
U.S.C. 1400 et seq.) (“IDEA”), the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (20
U.S.C. 1400 et seq.), the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of
2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301 et seq.) (“the Perkins Act”), or subtitle B of title VII of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.).

 
Explanation/Description ([count] of 250 maximum characters used)Tuition for
students with disabilities due to COVID and the interruption of services including comp ed services and out of
district tuition.

E) Coordination of preparedness and response efforts of local educational
agencies with State, local, Tribal, and territorial public health departments, and
other relevant agencies, to improve coordinated responses among such entities
to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus.

 
Explanation/Description ([count] of 250 maximum characters used)
Additional nursing assistance to address administrative demands and communication in terms of preparedness
and response efforts to COVID and behavioral services to meet greater stresses on health

 
F) Activities to address the unique needs of low-income children of students,
children with disabilities, English leaners, racial and ethnic minorities, students
experiencing homelessness, and foster care youth, including how outreach and
service delivery will meet the needs of each population.
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G) Developing and implementing procedures and systems to improve the
preparedness and response efforts of local educational agencies.

 
H) Training and professional development for staff of local educational agency,
including buildings operated by such agency.

 
I) Purchasing supplies to sanitize and clean the facilities of a local educational
agency, including buildings operated by such agency.

 
 

J) Planning, for coordinating, and implementing activities during long-term
closures, including providing meals to eligible students, providing technology for
online learning to all students, providing guidance for carrying out requirements
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and ensuring other
educational services can continue to be provided consistent with all Federal,
State and local requirements.

K) Purchasing educational technology (including hardware, software and
connectivity) for students who are served by the local educational agency that
aids in regular and substantive educational interaction between students and
their classroom instructors, including low-income students and children with
disabilities, which may include assistive technology or adaptive equipment.

 
 

L) Providing mental health services and supports, including through the
implementation of evidence-based full-service community schools.

 
M) Planning and implementing activities related to summer learning and
supplemental afterschool programs, including providing classroom instruction or
online learning during the summer months and addressing the needs of low-
income students, children with disabilities, English learners, migrant students,
students experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care.

 
N) Addressing learning loss among students, including low-income students,
children with disabilities, English learners, racial and ethnic minorities, students
experiencing homelessness, and children and youth in foster care, of the local
educational agency, including by—

(i) Administering and using high-quality assessments that are valid and
reliable, to accurately assess students’ academic progress and assist
educators in meeting students’ academic needs, including through
differentiating instruction.
(ii) Implementing evidence-based activities to meet the comprehensive
needs of students.
(iii) providing information and assistance to parents and families on how
they can effectively support students, including in a distance learning
environment; and
(iv) tracking student attendance and improving student engagement in
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distance education.
Explanation/Description ([count] of 250 maximum characters used)
Phonics materials and tutoring for students with disabilities, racial and ethnic minorities including comp ed
services and out of district tuition and funds are allocated for any student who is excluded from school due to
quarantine

 
O) School facility repairs and improvements to enable operation of schools to
reduce risk of virus transmission and exposure to environmental health hazards,
and to support student health needs.

P) Inspection, testing, maintenance, repair, replacement, and upgrade projects
to improve the indoor air quality in school facilities, including mechanical and
non-mechanical heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems, filtering,
purification and other air cleaning, fans, control systems, and window and door
repair and replacement.
Q) Developing strategies and implementing public health protocols including, to
the greatest extent practicable, policies in line with guidance from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention for the reopening and operation of school
facilities to effectively maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and
other staff.
R) Other activities that are necessary to maintain the operation of and continuity
of services in local educational agencies and continuing to employ existing staff
of the local educational agency.
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Use of Funds:  The Evidence-Based Comprehensive Beyond the School Day
Activities is a formula grant to LEAs for supporting evidence-based academic
enrichment activities during out-of-school time such as 1:1 tutoring, as well as
activities that support the broader learning ecosystem of students, staff, and
families. Out-of-school time includes the periods before-school, after-school,
weekends, and holiday breaks. LEAs will be required to target funds to content
areas most impacted by the disruptions of COVID-19 at that LEA (e.g., STEM, early
educator grades, or visual and performing arts). For additional guidance and a non-
exhaustive list of permitted uses, see the department’s:grant webpage.
Please complete the following sections to describe the planned use of the Evidence-
Based Comprehensive Beyond the School Day Activities Grant.
1. Describe your evidence-based plan for the Evidenced-Based Comprehensive
Beyond the School Day Activities grant. Your description must include:
a. A narrative of the plan for the grant and any relevant timelines;
     i. The plan's approach to specifically address the disproportionate impact of
COVID-19 on certain student groups;
     ii. The plan’s approach to respond to the academic, social, emotional and mental
health needs of students; and
     iii. The extent to which you will conduct ongoing evaluations with stakeholders to
assess the impact and effectiveness of the plan. 
([count] of 3500 maximum characters used)
The plan to address the pandemic's disproportionate impact of COVID on students with disabilities as well as the sub-
groups data show need the strongest support (African American and Hispanic students) will be to provide small group
beyond the School Day learning interventions focused on reading skills and executive functioning skills. In order to
facilitate ongoing evaluations with stakeholders, the district will continue to facilitate its Special Education Parent Advisory
Committee (SEPAC), pay a stipend to the Equity Committee co-chair to call parents in the African American and Hispanic
sub-groups to identify individual needs and create a communication system for feedback and input and benchmark data
will be monitored by RtI teachers, central office administrators and Supervisors, multi-disciplinary teams, support services
and the district math coach to assess impact.

https://www.nj.gov/education/esser/arp/
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2. Describe how the plan is evidence-based. The ESEA (Section 8101(21)) defines
an evidence-based activity, strategy, or intervention that demonstrates a statistically
significant effect on improving student outcomes or other relevant outcomes. Under
ESEA generally, evidenced based practices can fall under any of the below four tiers
of evidence. (See this US Department of Education department webpage for
additional guidance)
 Tier 1:  Strong evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented
experimental study. 
 Tier 2:  Moderate evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented
quasi-experimental study. 
 Tier 3:  Promising evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented
correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias. 
  Tier 4: Demonstrates a rationale based on high-quality research findings or
positive evaluation that such activity, strategy, or intervention is likely to improve
student outcomes or other relevant outcomes and includes ongoing efforts to
examine the effects of such activity, strategy or intervention.
([count] of 1000 maximum characters used)
 
Principle 3: Prioritizing content and learning by focusing on the depth of instruction rather than the pace in the areas of
reading foundations (Orton Gilligham small group sessions and instruction to promote reading foundational skills) Tier 1:
Strong evidence 
Principle 1: Provide conditions for teaching and learning that will foster the social and emotional well-being of students,
families, and educators through the embedding and teaching of the metacognitive strategy of structured SELf-Questioning
to improve student outcomes in the areas of executive functions skills or what we call learning strategies. This Tier 4
evidence-based plan will be delivered through Metuchen's Coping Skills PD and teacher turn key as well the newly
developed Parent Academy.
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Use of Funds: Accelerated Learning Coaching and Educator Support is a formula
grant for local education agencies (LEA) to provide evidence-based professional
learning and coaching opportunities to a variety of school staff, including educators
and key support staff (e.g., school counselors, special education personnel, nurses,
social workers, and psychologists) on the principles in New Jersey's Learning
Acceleration guide and on topics tailored to the unique academic as well as social,
emotional, and mental health needs of their students. For additional guidance and a
non-exhaustive list of permitted uses, see the department’s grant webpage.
Please complete the following sections to describe the planned use of the
Accelerated Learning Coaching and Educator Support Grant.
1. Describe your evidence-based plan for the Accelerated Learning Coaching and
Educator Support grant. Your description must include:
a. A narrative of the plan that include professional learning and coaching on the
principles and topics in New Jersey's Learning Acceleration guide and any relevant
timelines;
     i. The plan's approach to specifically address the disproportionate impact of
COVID-19 on certain student groups;
     ii. The plan's approach to respond to academic, social, emotional, and mental
health needs of students; and
     iii. The extent to which you will conduct ongoing evaluations with stakeholders to
assess the impact and effectiveness of the plan.
([count] of 3500 maximum characters used)
i. The plan's approach to specifically address the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on certain student groups includes
funds allocated for more Literacy PD for teachers of students whose data show greater impact and need for greater
support in reading foundational skills and informational text and textual evidence including special education, african
american students and hispanic students and English Language Learners.
ii. The plan's approach to respond to academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs of students includes an
innovative, evidence-based approach to developing students academics and SEL competencies simultaneously through a

https://www.nj.gov/education/acceleration/
https://www.nj.gov/education/esser/arp/
https://www.nj.gov/education/acceleration/
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metacognitive strategy called structured SELf-Questioning to enhance and accelerate identified areas of focus from data
and the accelerated learning guide to promote greater self-monitoring of executive function skills, academic problem
solving and research, Responsible Decision Making and Coping skills
iii. The extent to which you will conduct ongoing evaluations with stakeholders to assess the impact and effectiveness of
the plan will be accomplished through online SEL assessment (SEL Quest), parent stakeholder meetings including Title I
Parent Involvement Committee, PTO meetings and parent advisories and the establishment of a Parent Academy based
upon parent surveys to identify areas of greatest need in the home.

2. Select the relevant New Jersey’s Learning Acceleration Principle (s) that best
captures your plan. - See the department’s webpage for guidance on selection:

Principle 1: Provide conditions for teaching and learning that will foster the
social and emotional well-being of students, families, and educators.
Principle 2:  Improve equitable access to grade-level content and high-quality
resources for each student.
Principle 3:  Prioritize content and learning by focusing on the depth of
instruction rather than the pace. 
Principle 4:  Implement a K–12 accelerated learning cycle to identify gaps and
scaffold as needed.

3. Describe how the plan is evidence-based. The ESEA (Section 8101(21)) defines
an evidence-based activity, strategy, or intervention that demonstrates a statistically
significant effect on improving student outcomes or other relevant outcomes. Under
ESEA generally, evidenced based practices can fall under any of the below four tiers
of evidence. (See this US Department of Education department webpage for
additional guidance)
 Tier 1:  Strong evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented
experimental study. 
 Tier 2:  Moderate evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented
quasi-experimental study. 
 Tier 3:  Promising evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented
correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias. 
 Tier 4:  Demonstrates a rationale based on high-quality research findings or
positive evaluation that such activity, strategy, or intervention is likely to improve
student outcomes or other relevant outcomes and includes ongoing efforts to
examine the effects of such activity, strategy, or intervention.
([count] of 1000 maximum characters used)
 
Principle 3: Prioritizing content and learning by focusing on the depth of instruction rather than the pace in the areas of
reading foundations (Orton Gilligham PD), Literacy (National Writing Project and Writing Revolutions) Tier 1: Strong
evidence 
Principle 1: Provide conditions for teaching and learning that will foster the social and emotional well-being of students,
families, and educators through the embedding and teaching of the metacognitive strategy of structured SELf-Questioning
to improve student outcomes in the areas of social and emotional well-being of students, families and educators. This Tier
4 evidence-based plan will be delivered through Metuchen's Coping Skills PD and teacher turn key as well the newly
developed Parent Academy.
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Use of Funds: The Evidence-Based Summer Learning and Enrichment Activities
grant is a formula grant to LEAs for supporting evidence-based academic summer
enrichment activities such as learning academies and 1:1 tutoring, as well as other
activities that support the broader learning ecosystem of students, staff, and
families. LEAs will be required to target funds to content areas most impacted by
the disruptions of COVID-19 at that LEA (e.g., STEM, early elementary grades,
transition grades, early readers, or visual and performing arts). For additional
guidance and a non-exhaustive list of permitted uses, see the department’s grant
webpage.
Please complete the following sections to describe the planned use of the Evidence-
Based Summer Learning and Enrichment Activities Grant
1. Describe your evidence-based plan for the Evidence-Based Summer Learning and
Enrichment Activities grant. Your description must include:
a. A narrative of the plan for the grant and any relevant timelines;
     i. The plan's approach to specifically address the disproportionate impact of
COVID-19 on certain student groups.
     ii. The plan's approach to respond to the academic, social, emotional and mental
health needs of students; and
     iii. The extent to which you will conduct ongoing evaluations with stakeholders to
assess the impact and effectiveness of the plan.
([count] of 3500 maximum characters used)
The plan to address the pandemic's disproportionate impact of COVID on students with disabilities as well as the sub-
groups data show need the strongest support (African American and Hispanic students) will be to provide small group
summer learning interventions focused on reading skills and executive functioning skills. In order to facilitate ongoing
evaluations with stakeholders, the district will continue to facilitate its Special Education Parent Advisory Committee
(SEPAC), pay a stipend to the Equity Committee co-chair to call parents in the African American and Hispanic sub-groups
to identify individual needs and create a communication system for feedback and input and benchmark data will be
monitored by RtI teachers, central office administrators and Supervisors, multi-disciplinary teams, support services and
the district math coach to assess impact.

https://www.nj.gov/education/esser/arp/
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2. Describe how the plan is evidence-based. The ESEA (Section 8101(21)) defines
an evidence-based activity, strategy, or intervention that demonstrates a statistically
significant effect on improving student outcomes or other relevant outcomes. Under
ESEA generally, evidenced based practices can fall under any of the below four tiers
of evidence. (See this US Department of Education department webpage for
additional guidance)
 Tier 1:  Strong evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented
experimental study. 
 Tier 2:  Moderate evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented
quasi-experimental study. 
 Tier 3:  Promising evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented
correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias. 
 Tier 4:  Demonstrates a rationale based on high-quality research findings or
positive evaluation that such activity, strategy or intervention is likely to improve
student outcomes or other relevant outcomes and ongoing efforts to examine the
effects of such activity, strategy or intervention.
([count] of 1000 maximum characters used)
 
Principle 3: Prioritizing content and learning by focusing on the depth of instruction rather than the pace in the areas of
reading foundations (Orton Gilligham small group sessions and instruction to promote reading foundational skills) Tier 1:
Strong evidence 
Principle 1: Provide conditions for teaching and learning that will foster the social and emotional well-being of students,
families, and educators through the embedding and teaching of the metacognitive strategy of structured SELf-Questioning
to improve student outcomes in the areas of executive functions skills or what we call learning strategies. This Tier 4
evidence-based plan will be delivered through Metuchen's Coping Skills PD and teacher turn key as well the newly
developed Parent Academy.
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Use of Funds: Under the NJTSS Staff grant, LEAs will be required to allocate funds to
develop and implement Tier II (targeted, small group interventions) and Tier III
(intensive interventions) services in accordance with a multi-tiered system of
supports framework that addresses students’ and educators’ mental health and
social emotional needs through the hiring of staff, contracting with service providers,
and/or providing professional development in effective implementation of Tier II and
Tier III services.
The entirety of the allocation should be designed to increase access to school-based
mental health supports and services for students by building or enhancing a tiered
intervention model of comprehensive school-based mental health supports and
services that are sustainable after the life of the grant.
Please complete the following sections to describe the planned use of the NJTSS
Mental Health Support Staffing grant funds.
1. Describe how the plan for the use of funds is connected to the submitted need
assessment(s) based on school data and engagement with stakeholders.
([count] of 3500 maximum characters used)
Based upon input from Metuchen teachers across the district, there is a clear need for additional support of students who
struggle with emotional distress and are very young (without the development or time of vital emotional regulation skills,
and or disabilities with executive functioning skills and who therefore struggle with emotional regulation and independent
coping skills and SEL). The added contracted behaviorist support will be used to support the teachers with additional
interventions for students struggling to cope with their emotions and family conflict, depression, anxiety and a plethora of
other issues and with additional professional development for those early childhood and elementary teachers. The
behaviorists' support for teachers will be aimed at providing teachers Tier II and III interventions aimed at improving the
emotional wellbeing and functioning of the students. 
 
Data is mostly anecdotal data from pre-school, special education and elementary teachers as well as parents asking for
more support for more challenging behaviors in the classroom and emotional outburst as well as lower school readiness
skills development due to COVID and remote instruction and disruptions of learning over the past 18 months.

2. Describe your plan for developing and implementing Tier II and Tier III services
in accordance with a multi-tiered system of supports framework, such as New
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Jersey Tiered System of Supports, that addresses students’ and educators’ mental
health and social emotional needs.  Your description must include:
a. How the LEA will use the funds to implement at least one of the following
strategies:
      i. hire staff to implement Tier II and Tier III evidence-based mental health
interventions;
     ii. contract with providers to implement Tier II and Tier III evidence-based
mental health interventions;
     iii. provide professional development in effective implementation of Tier II and
Tier III services.
b. A description of the different types of Tier II and Tier III mental health services
that will be offered to students.
c. A description of how the LEA will evaluate and identify students with mental
health needs that would benefit from Tier II and Tier III services.
d. A description of how the LEA will monitor and assess the progress of students
who are receiving Tier II and Tier III services through this allocation.
([count] of 3500 maximum characters used)
 
The Metuchen School District will utilize these funds to contract with a provider (behaviorist) to prescribe to / provide
professional development for teachers and school counselors additional evidence-based interventions for them to
implement via Tier II and Tier III evidence-based mental health interventions at school for identified students;funds to has
developed a comprehensive multi-tiered system of supports framework that teaches the SEL competencies and skills
inherent in coping skills (emotional identification and regulation) in Tier I throughout Pk-12th grade programming and then
supporting students who struggle to develop or perform these identified coping skills (emotional identification and
regulation) with 3 additional tiers of support as follows:
Tier I - embedding the SEL competencies and skills of:
 
Self-awareness - identifying one's own emotions
Self-management - recognizing strategies and practices to manage one's own emotions and behavior
Social Awareness - identifying the thoughts and feelings others
Responsible Decision-Making including social conflict resolution and emotional decision making / problem solving
 
Evaluating and identifying students will be supported in part by the implementation of SEL Quest, an online SEL
assessment provided by the 3C Research Institute through as USDOE grant.
 
The plan to provide Tier 1 and Tier II system of support is to embed these SEL skills through training of teachers in
Metuchen's Coping skills pilot directly into curricula and or daily routines and classroom management strategies to
teachers and have them turn-key with the use of Accelerated Learning and Coaching funds. The plan to develop and
implement a more effective Tier II and III system of supports with teachers at the core will be to utilize the funds for
Mental Health staffing to provide more behaviorist support to teachers and indirectly to parents to identify more or
additional and personalized interventions for mental health for Tier II (teacher implementation) and Tier III (teacher and
school counselor implementation). 
 
The different type of services provided will be more individualized evidence-based mental health support and intervention
as a result of more capacity for a behaviorist to observe students, talk with teachers and parents and prescribe additional
interventions when Tier I and II not effective or demonstrating growth. This pre-assessment in December will assist in
identification and provide a second data source other than teacher and parent anecdotal observations. Administering the
assessment again in late spring will assist in the evaluation of Tier II and III interventions prescribed by the behaviorist.
 
In addition, evaluating, assessing and monitoring will be accomplished by looking at baseline data in the following areas
and gathering this data to monitor progress:
Out of district students are placed primarily for therapeutic services.
Placement on Home Instruction due to psychiatric hospitalizations or participation in short term therapeutic day programs
for crisis situations.
Counselors and CST mental health referrals to families
Academic progress of African American and Hispanic subgroups - measuring the closing of the achievement gap in ELA and
Math utilizing historical and upcoming state test data as well as local benchmarking data - iReady, DIBELs and Linkit.
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