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Maintenance and Capital Improvement Projects.

Every summer, our summer maintenance crew is busy 
preparing the facilities for the return of students and staff. 
This summer, in addition to our annual deep cleaning tasks, 
we have also added some maintenance projects as part of our 
long-term facilities maintenance plan. This plan, required by 
State statute, enables the District to use funding specifically 
dedicated for facilities maintenance to maintain, and prevent 
erosion of, existing facilities. This revenue stream has enabled 
the District to complete essential projects without redirecting 
funding away from other programming. We are very fortunate 
that our District has quality facilities for our students and 
community members and one of our major goals is to maintain 
our facilities in the best possible condition for many years to 
come. Our projects this summer include cleaning and polishing 
the commons floor, gym floor finish re-coats, repair of the 
retaining wall by the loading dock, flooring replacement, 
roof repair and replacement, and replacement of a significant 
number of window coverings throughout the building. We 
have a number of additional capital improvements and major 
maintenance items to complete and we need your help. We 
will be asking District voters to approve our capital facilities 
project plan this November with another bond referendum 
question. I assure you that we are not asking for extravagance, 
but to meet the needs that were identified through a facility 
needs assessment. These projects are too large for us to plan 
for using long-term facilities maintenance funding alone. The 
project plans include additions to the building and facilities 
to enhance security and efficiency of use. The maintenance 
projects include necessary replacement/upgrades of roofs, 
HVAC systems, and classroom spaces. One of the main 
strategic goals of our District is to be fiscally responsible 
with the funding we receive. I believe that we have met this 
goal each year and will continue to do so in the future. More 
information on the specifics of the capital projects will be 
provided in the near future. Stay tuned.

Each year, as the first day of school approaches, I get excited 
for the potential of what’s to come. This year even more so. 
I am excited to see our students return, and to meet the new 
students that will join our school community. I get excited 
to see our classrooms active and busy again. I get excited to 
watch our students compete and perform, and to share in their 
successes throughout the year. One of my favorite quotes 
is from tennis player Arthur Ashe, who said, “Success is a 
journey, not a destination. The doing is often more important 
than the outcome.” I am blessed to be able to share this 
journey with our students and community and look forward 
to another great school year. As always, please feel free to 
contact me with any questions or concerns that you may have.

Vern Capelle
Superintendent  

Superintendent’s Corner

2021-2022 School Year 
Preparations

The 2021-2022 school year is 
almost upon us and we have 
been busy preparing for our 
students and staff to return. 
As you know, the 2020-2021 
school year presented us with 
unprecedented conditions 
for operations and programs. 
To state that we persevered 
through the last school year 
is an understatement. Once 

again, I have to give a lot of credit to our students and our 
staff for their resiliency throughout this pandemic. Needless 
to say, I think we’re all ready to leave the 2020-2021 school 
year and the COVID pandemic behind us as we look toward 
the 2021-2022 school year.  At the time of this writing, we 
are preparing for a traditional school year without the need 
for face coverings and other pandemic protocols in place. 
We will implement specific practices to ensure the health 
and safety of our students and staff based on guidance from 
Morrison County Public Health, the MN Dept of Education 
(MDE) and the MN Dept of Health (MDH) which will 
include appropriate spacing, reduced class sizes and enhanced 
cleaning and sanitizing of all areas of our building. In addition, 
we are planning for a distance/blended learning option for 
students based on guidance from MDE. More information on 
the options available will be forthcoming as we finalize the 
specific details.

In preparing for the upcoming school year, we are also 
planning to implement a wrap-around school age child care 
program. The program will be designed to provide before and 
after school child care for UAS students. More information 
will be forthcoming as we finalize the details of the program. 

Application for Educational Benefits- We Need Your Help

You may or may not be aware, but one of the annual tasks we 
ask of you is the completion of the Application for Educational 
Benefits. This form allows families to apply for benefits that 
include Free and Reduced Lunches. In addition to providing 
the students with this benefit, the MN Dept of Education uses 
the completion of this application as a factor in determining 
the amount of funding our District receives. In short, the more 
applications we have completed, the more funding we receive. 
This funding stream has been negatively impacted by the 
pandemic and in order to restore our funding to pre-pandemic 
levels, we need you to complete this form. Forms are available 
on the District website and will be available during our back 
to school activities and open house. If you have questions or 
need assistance in completing the application, please contact 
the District office at 320-573-2174. This process is completely 
private and confidential.
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From The Principal’s Desk

Greeting UAS Families,

The 2021-2022 school 
year is right around the 
corner! At the time I am 
writing this for the district 
newsletter, it looks like we 
could see a normal start to 
the school year. 

Open house will be in 
person from 4 to 8 on 
September 1st. That 

evening we will also have 7th grade and 7-12 new student 
orientation at 6pm. You should have received a letter with 
information regarding orientation. If you have not and 
are a new student or are a current student going into 7th 
grade, please contact the main office.

All pick up and drop off will be at the main door (door 
A) and all other entrances will be locked. There will be 
no more pick and drop off at the elementary entrance. 
Parents will be able to pick up their child(ren) in the main 
commons at dismissal time. 

The school day will be from 8:15 to 3:10. All students 
7-12 will be dismissed at 3:10 and Prek-6 will stagger 
their dismissal as they have in the past.

High School will return to the 7 period day with WIN 
time built in. 

We will be offering daycare for school aged Prek-6. 
More information will be shared with families in early 
August. 

Breakfast and lunch will remain free for the 21-22 
school year. If you have a negative lunch account from 
prior years please pay that in full or make arrangements 
with the office for a repayment plan.

If you have any transportation changes for the upcoming 
school year, please notify the office as soon as possible 
so our drivers can get their routes sorted out.  

As the school year nears, we will be sending out a letter 
to all families in the district with more information and 
a finalized plan for the 21-22 school year.

I hope everyone enjoys the rest of the summer!

Take care,
Nick Klug,
K-12 Principal
Upsala Area Schools
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 May Students Of The Month

ELEMENTARY
STUDENTS OF THE 

MONTH

Ms. Peterson
Owen Fuchs 
Lynell Larson

Ms. Wolbeck
Levi Stuns 

Wesley Tschida

Ms. Bengston
Logan Ley

Ms. Fuchs
Wayne Bloom

Ms. Duclos
Cam Louden

Mr. Van Sloten
Drew Benson

Mr. Riitters
Riley Kerfeld 
Bella Warga

Ms. Thell
Nevaeh Thompson

Ms. Klosowski
Lucy Aleckson

Music
Evan Swanson 
Abby Rakotz

Phy Ed
Riley Klasen 

Evan Swanson

Art
Leah Fruechte

Library
Carter Harren

SR HIGH 
STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Olivia Peterson

Subject Students of the Month:
English: Audrey Thomas
Math: Michael Blonigen

Social Studies: Brooke Opatz
Science: Claire Arvig

PE: Hailie Luedtke
Health: Alex Blonigen

Ag/Voc Ed: Jeremy Mugg
Technology: Brayden Bushaw

Art: Claire Arvig
Music: Aliah Warga

FACS: Dylan Yurczyk
World Language: Mitchell George

JR HIGH 
STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Allie Maciej

Subject Students of the Month
English: Kira Poppenhagen

Math: Vance Benson
Social Studies: 

Science: Yovanni Juarez Lucio
PE: 

Health: 
Ag/Voc Ed: Aiden Brannan

Art: Hailie Luedtke
Music: Kira Poppenhagen

Activity Students of the Month
Boys Track: Michael Young, Girls Track: Alyssa Young

Softball: Gracie Leners, Drama: Olivia Hollermann
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Spring Semester Honor Roll

Grade 9
McKenna Graves
Kaylea Loscheider
Madison Tschida

Aden Warga
Dylan Warga

Dustin Yurczyk

Grade 8
Keyona Carlson
Lilieana Daniel

Nicholas Guthrie
Dakotta Hartsock

Eli Johnson
Eric Landowski

Eli Roerick
Joseph Steuck

Grade 7
Vance Benson

Jacob Brinkman
Isabelle Klug

Riley Middendorf
Kalaeb Rene
Jack Sowada

Mackeel Wenker
Victoria Wiechmann

Noah Zinniel

Grade 10
Andrew Aleckson

Silas Arvig
Paige Gerads

Alexis Gilbertson
Ryan Johnson

Madalin Koetter
Tyson Leners

Hannah Luedtke
Emma Scepaniak
Savannah Stumpf

Aliah Warga
Natalie Wensmann

Mikal Woidyla Wood

Grade 9
Claire Arvig
Bryce Binek

Noah Boeckermann
Brenna Graves

Jacob Gunderson
Daniel Kokett
Dillon Krebs

Isabelle Leners
Monica Nienaber

Brooke Opatz
Erica Roske

Alyssa Young

Grade 8
Evelynn Aleckson
Dominic Eggert
Hailie Luedtke

Allie Maciej
Brayden Mack

Corryn McDermond
Samantha Pilarski
Kira Poppenhagen

Jack Primus
Beau Ripplinger
Isabel Ripplinger

Dakota Soltis

Grade 7
Paul Blonigen

Aiden Brannan
Holly Johnson
Austin Klein

Meeli Krueger
Brayden Leners
Courtney Roske
Isaiah Sobiech

Riley Westbrock

Grade 12
Paige Binek

Anna Blonigen
Darcey Hayes

Olivia Hollermann
Emma Kremers

Ethan Moon
Matthew Pundsack

Journey Wenker
Dylan Yurczyk

Grade 11
Michael Blonigen

Kaitlyn George
Abigail Klein
Chloe Mayer

Micah Ripplinger
Kylie Roerick
Taylor Soltis

Grade 10
Mitchell George

Emmalee Hollermann
Axel Johnson

Nicholas Kulla
Molly Leners

Hunter Steuck
Bryce Westrich

Grade 12
Noelle Allord
Myra Arvig

Tanisha Dingmann
Tommaso Filagrana

Carter Johnson
Shelby Krebs

Olivia Peterson
Audrey Thomas

Zoe Wiegers
Michael Young

Grade 11
Rachel Ainali

Brooklyn Bense
Kristine Biniek

Christen Fouquette
Gracie George
Luke Harren

Katerina Jensen
Logan King

Levi Lampert
Bennet Pundsack

Christian Ripplinger

“A” HONOR ROLL “B” HONOR ROLL
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Meet the New Staff

HAILEIGH SALES

Ms. Sales grew up in Swanville and will be a first grade 
teacher and varsity volleyball coach. She enjoys spending 
time with friends and family, being outside and shopping.

KARISA JUSTEN

Ms. Justen was born and raised in Rogers, MN and will be 
teaching 5th & 6th grade reading along with AVID. She 
loves camping where she can go fishing & swimming, as 

well as going for walks and listening to audio books.

DONNY EHRENBERG

Donny joins our custodial staff this year. He was born in 
Minneapolis but was raised right here in Upsala. He enjoys 

hunting, ice fishing and 4 wheeling.

MADELYN ZASTROW

Ms. Zastrow was born as raised in Long Prairie and will 
be the 3rd/4th grade reading teacher. She enjoys spending 

time with family and friends, hunting and fishing, and 
trying new things!
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School Supplies List
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Free/Reduced Price Meals
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Free/Reduced Price Meals
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Free/Reduced Price Meals
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Free/Reduced Price Meals
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Music Notes
The band is beyond excited to tour to Florida in March. After the can-
cellation of the 2020 tour because New York shut down the day we were 
scheduled to depart Upsala, students are getting ready to head to some 
sunshine in March.

Fundraising state guidelines have changed slightly, but we are still look-
ing for ideas of ways to ease the cost. Parents and students are integral 
in making this a success.  If you have yard work, babysitting, snow 
shoveling or the like, band members are always looking for ways to raise 
money. THANKS!

5th grade beginning band students will start in August. They will join 
the ranks of older siblings, parents and friends who have been part of the 
band. If you aren’t signed up, it’s not too late.

6-12 grade- Did you miss joining band? Are you still interested? Contact 
Mrs. Cheney and you can get started no matter what grade!

The Upstage Players are holding a theatre camp from August 16-20 
which will end with a production of Disney’s Frozen Jr.
24 area students ranging from 1st grade to 11th grade are participating 
and have already had a 
couple rehearsals.
Everyone is welcome to 
attend the performanc-
es which should last 
around an hour and will 
be Friday, August 20 at 

7pm and Saturday, August 21 at 10am.
Admission is $5 and is used to offset the cost of royalties, costumes and 
scenery.

Upstage Junior

Junior Legion Baseball

Congratulations to the Patriots Junior Legion Baseball 
Team, who as of this writing won the Northwest Sub-

State Tournament and qualified for the Division II Junior 
Legion State Baseball Tournament.

The tournament was held in Montevideo August 6-8.
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Census Information

Superintendent
Mr. Vern Capelle

Dean of Students
Mr. Nick Klug

Upsala Area Schools District 487
Positive Attitudes Create Excellence

Census Request

This data is necessary in order to calculate funding for the School Readiness Program (Minn. 
Stat. 123D.16) and the Early Childhood Family Education Program (Minn. Stat. 124D.135).

Districts are required to submit the number of children ages 0-4 as of September 1, of each year, 
who are residing in their district as of October 1.  The deadline for reporting these counts is 

December 1 of each year.

School District: __________  Family Name:_____________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________

County: ____________________ 

Requesting the following information for your home

Child's First Name:_________________   Birthdate:____________ Male  Female

Child's First Name:_________________   Birthdate:____________ Male  Female

Child's First Name:_________________   Birthdate:____________ Male  Female

Child's First Name:_________________   Birthdate:____________ Male  Female

Child's First Name:_________________   Birthdate:____________ Male  Female

Child's First Name:_________________   Birthdate:____________ Male  Female

Please call with any questions: 320-573-2174 
Please send the document via

In person: 415 main street Upsala, MN 56384 
Mail: Po Box 190 Upsala, MN 56384
Email: mdaniel@upsala.k12.mn.us

Fax: 320-573-2173
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Dan Cheney
Community Ed Coordinator 

(320) 573-2176 ext 173
dancheney@upsala.k12.mn.us

Upsala Area Schools
415 South Main, PO Box 190

Upsala, MN. 56384
https://www.upsala.k12.mn.us/departments-com-

munity-education.php

Community 
Education

News

How to register for classes online
1. Visit our webstore https://upsala.

revtrak.net
2. Click the Community Ed button
3. Select the program
4. Select the class you want to register 

for
5. Select the Click here to register link
6. In the sign-in screen

 a.  Enter your email address and 
password if you are a returning 
customer. OR
 b. If you do not have an account, 
select create account

 i. Enter your contact information
 ii. Create a password
7. The participant window will open. 

Select the participant’s name and 
complete the required fields.

If your child’s name does not ap-
pear in the participant’s list, select 
A New Person Enter their name 
and click submit.Proceed to fill out 
the required fields

8. If you have another child to register, 
click on Continue to Shop. If you 
are finished, click Checkout to add 
your class to the shopping cart and 
make payment. Your shopping cart 
window will open.

9. Verify the information for accuracy 
and click Go to Checkout.

10. Verify your registrations. Enter the 
payment information and click Place 
Order Payment will be processed. 
Your receipt can be viewed and 
printed.

11. View & Print Receipt Click Log out 
in the lower left corner. Credit card 
statements will show payment made 
to the school district.

At Upsala Community Education our goal is to provide opportunities for people of all ages and to enrich their 
lives through many different offerings beyond the regular school day and school year. We work with other groups 
including civic, non-profits and local businesses to enrich the lives of our community members.

If you have a talent, interest, or area of expertise; consider sharing your talents or interests with your 
community by becoming a Community Education instructor.

Drivers Training

The next session of Drivers Education is 
scheduled for January.

The dates are Jan 10-14 & Jan 17-21 from 
6-9pm.

You can register online. Behind the wheel is 
included in the cost and can be scheduled 
with Today’s Driving School following com-
pletion of the class.

Adult open gym volleyball is available Sunday 
evenings from 6pm through approximately 
9pm in the new gym.

Sessions started August 1, 2021 and will run 
through at least mid-November. There is no 
fee and you do not need to register - just show 
up!

Adult Volleyball

Upsala Community Education Advisory Council
Vern Capelle (Superintendent/Director), Dan Cheney (Coordinator), Brittany Harren (School Board), Marvin 

Wensmann (School Board), Kathy Blonigen, Denise Cheney, Elizabeth Gunderson, Karin Nelson, Wendy Rene, 
Jennifer Servatius, Jessica Wenker

Watch social media and flyers sent 
home with students for more com-
munity education opportunities!
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Friends of the Library
Join the group that makes the 
library GO! Help us raise funds 
and awareness of library programs. 
Friends meets the fourth Monday 
of each month. 
Perks include meeting authors be-
hind the scenes and hosting great 
craft classes!

Great River Regional Library - Upsala

Mon: 10:00-3:00
Tues: 3:00-6:00
Wed:  2:00-8:00

Thu: Closed
Fri:  2:00-8:00
Sat: 10:00-1:00

FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
(All home games in Swanville at 7pm
except Oct 8 which is 2pm in Upsala)

Fri, Sep 3 @ Maple Lake
Fri, Sep 10 vs B.O.L.D.

Fri, Sep 17 vs KMS
Fri, Sep 24 @ BBE

Fri, Oct 1 @ ACGC
Fri, Oct 8 vs Browerville

Fri, Oct 15 @ LPGE
Wed, Oct 20 vs Kimball

VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

Mon, Aug 30 @ Kimball
Fri, Sep 3 @ Pillager
Tue, Sep 7 vs Osakis

Thu, Sep 9 vs Browerville
Tue, Sep 14 vs Swanville

Sat, Sep 18 Crosby-Ironton Tournament
Tue, Sep 21 @ LPGE
Thu, Sep 23 @ Osakis

Tue, Sep 28 vs Bertha-Hewitt
Thu, Sep 30 @ Browerville

Sat, Oct 2 Mora Tournament
Mon, Oct 4 @ Pine River-Backus

Tue, Oct 5 vs LPGE
Thu, Oct 7 @ Swanville
Tue, Oct 12 @ Royalton

Mon, Oct 18 @ Holdingford
Thu, Oct 21 Upsala Tournament

FALL SPORTS SCHEDULES
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Administration:
Vern Capelle, Superintendent
Nick Klug, Principal
Mark Herbes, Athletic Director
Colleen Harren, Business Mgr.

School Board:
Dean Peterson
Trevor Soltis
Ryan Thomas
Stephen Roerick
Brittany Harren
Marvin Wensmann

2021-22 Weather Make Up Days
First Day - No Make Up

Second Day - January 17, 2022
Third Day - February 18, 2022
Fourth Day - March 21, 2022

Fifth Day - April 14, 2022


