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November 30, 2021 
Dear Parents and Community, 

Here is a COVID-19 update that I encourage everyone to read. There have been various scenarios 
proposed surrounding what the state’s COVID-19 vaccination requirement would entail (some closer to 
reality than others). There has been much confusion from lack of definitive information, and honestly a 
lot of frustration for all of us. I am presently encouraged to share some answers about next year.  The 
following COVID-19 update is based on information provided by the Capitol Advisors Group, which is a 
team of experts in California politics, education policy and finance, legislative strategy, and public affairs. 

  
“First, it is important to be clear that the Governor’s vaccination requirement is not yet in effect. 
Governor Newsom announced an intent to implement a student COVID-19 requirement once the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) has given full approval for school-aged children to receive the vaccine. 
Once fully approved, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) could then require student 
vaccination for COVID-19. The earliest this requirement is expected to go into effect is July 2022 (which 
means next school year, at the earliest).  

  
Second, requiring COVID-19 vaccination for students through this process requires the mandate to 
include a broad “personal belief” exemption that will allow parents to opt-out of the vaccine 
requirement and continue to have their children attend school in-person. A personal belief exemption 
differs from exemptions based on religious beliefs or medical conditions. We think schools will need to 
honor a properly submitted request for a personal belief exemption, without doing a complicated 
review of the request.  

  
Finally, for the state to add the COVID-19 vaccination to the current list of ten required vaccinations for 
students without a personal belief exemption, the Legislature and Governor would need to pass a law 
adding it to the list. The Legislature is currently in recess, returning to normal business in January. We 
fully expect a legislator to introduce a bill proposing to add COVID-19 to the list of required vaccinations. 
However, even if successful, that new law would not take effect until the following January (2023). In 
order for a bill to take effect before then, it would need a 2/3 supermajority vote in both houses of the 
Legislature – which, absent a change in the current trends, we think is highly unlikely given the amount 
of controversy related to this issue and the fact that 2022 is an election year with legislators running in 
new legislative districts.”   

  
As a summary of the above information (as long as there are no major negative developments 
surrounding COVID-19) these are the main points in this update that we can expect for our district and 
other districts in the state: 

 The earliest effective date of COVID-19 vaccination for school-aged children is July 2022 (there is 
nothing that would affect students attending school this 2021-2022 school year). 

 Next year, parents will have the opportunity to file a “personal belief” exemption for the COVID-
19 vaccination requirement if they choose not to have their child vaccinated against COVID-19.   

 
Thank your attention and concerns. Blessings upon you!  

Superintendent- Mr. Safford 
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