
 
 

 
Sheepscot Valley RSU 12  
June 2018 
Superintendent’s Report 
Information, Recognitions, and Celebrations 
 
 

Superintendent Report 
 
On June 12th, residents of Sheepscot Valley Regional School Unit 12 will vote on three questions: 
 
1. An Amendment to the district’s reorganization plan; 
2. A Budget Validation Referendum;  
3. A Bond Question. 
 
An Amendment to the RSU 12 reorganization plan is on the ballot. The amendment can not be implemented 
unless a majority of RSU 12 residents vote yes on the amendment. The RSU 12 Board of Directors 
recommends a "YES" vote. The amendment makes changes for Alna residents only. The change will not 
affect current Alna residents and those who live in Alna as of June 30, 2018. For Alna students in grades 
K-8 whose parents/guardians move to Alna after June 30, 2018 or whose parents/guardians do not 
continually reside in Alna after June 30, 2018, they will have the choice to attend public schools only. New 
students to the town Alna after June 30, 2018 will not have the choice to attend private schools in grades 
K-8.  Alna residents approved the policy change with a 258-161 vote in March. The RSU 12 Board of 
Directors approved the amendment on May 10, 2018. The RSU 12 Board of Directors established a study 
committee for this amendment to the reorganization plan. The study committee determined that the 
amendment would not have any impact on other RSU 12 towns. 
 
The Budget Validation Referendum is the final step in the approval of the district’s 2018-2019 budget, 
which voters approved at the district budget meeting May 17, 2018. The RSU 12 Board of Directors 
recommends a "YES" vote.  The budget totals $22,223,292.38, an increase of 3.54 percent. The proposed 
budget was approved by voters at the District Budget Meeting held on May 17, 2018.  
 
Lastly, the Bond Question asks RSU 12 residents if they approve the borrowing of up to $375,000 to repair 
and replace roofs at the Somerville Elementary School, Whitefield Elementary School, Windsor Elementary 
School, and Palermo Consolidated School. The RSU 12 Board of Directors recommends a "YES" vote. The 
roofs on these schools are well passed their expected life and we will begin to see signs of damage inside 
the school due to leaky roofs if they are not replaced soon. 
 
Please remember to vote on June 12th! 
 
Curriculum and Technology Report 
On June 5, RSU 12 administrators will attend the Second Annual National Math Coaching Conference at 
the University of Maine at Farmington.  The keynote speaker is Steven Leinwand, Math Education Change 
Agent and Author of  Sensible Mathematics: A Guide for School Leaders and Accessible Mathematics: 10 
Instructional Shifts That Raise Student Achievement.  Among other outcomes, administrators hope to leave 
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with a plan for professional development for staff and best practices for using a Math coach to support 
student achievement. 
 
RSU 12 and our Head Start partners are accepting applications for preschool for the 2018-19 school year. 
We are holding screenings in the next couple of weeks at each of our preschool classroom locations - 
Chelsea, Somerville, Whitefield, and Windsor.  In addition, there is screening at each of our schools for 
incoming kindergarten students who did not participate in our preschool programming this year. 
 
RSU 12 teachers and administrators gathered for a one-day training to further support implementation of the 
Writing Units of Study.  We reviewed the structure and rationale behind the Units of Study, the types of 
mini-lessons, and strategies for conferring with students.  The training included practice delivering 
mini-lessons and a review and discussion of exemplars of conferring with students. 
 
 
Westport Island Student Count Information 

 

 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Grand 
Total 

9-12 Boothbay-Boothbay 
Hbr CSD            1   1 

9-12 Brunswick School 
Department             1  1 

9-12 Lincoln Academy           2   2 4 
9-12 Wiscasset School 

Department           5 3 2 3 13 

K-8 Boothbay-Boothbay 
Hbr CSD   1      1      2 

K-8 Center for Teaching 
and Learning  1 1 1   2 1 2      8 

K-8 Chewonki Semester 
School      1         1 

K-8 Damariscotta 
Montessori School  1       1      2 

K-8 Edgecomb School 
Department 1   1   2        4 

K-8 Great Salt Bay CSD      1 1 3  1     6 
K-8 Juniper Hill School  1   1          2 

K-8 MSAD 51     1          1 
K-8 RSU 01 1     1 1   1     4 

K-8 Wiscasset School 
Department   2 3 1 2 1 4 1 2     16 

Grand Total 2 3 4 5 3 5 7 8 5 4 7 4 3 5 65 
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Alna Student Count Information 

 

 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Grand 
Total 

9-12 Boothbay-Boothbay 
Hbr CSD            1  1 2 

9-12 Lincoln Academy           2 2 4 6 14 
9-12 Waynflete School            1   1 
9-12 Wiscasset School 

Department           2 4 1 2 9 

Chelsea Elementary School      1 1        2 
K-8 Boothbay-Boothbay 

Hbr CSD          1     1 

K-8 Brunswick School 
Department        1 1      2 

K-8 Center for Teaching 
and Learning  1 3 2 2 1 4  1 2     16 

K-8 Chewonki Semester 
School      1 1 1 2      5 

K-8 Damariscotta 
Montessori School  1  1   1   1     4 

K-8 Edgecomb School 
Department 4   1    1       6 

K-8 Great Salt Bay CSD   1 1 2 2 3 3 2 4     18 
K-8 Juniper Hill School  2 5 2 3          12 

K-8 North Yarmouth 
Academy        1       1 

K-8 Riley School   1    1        2 
K-8 RSU 01        1       1 
K-8 RSU 02    1           1 

K-8 Sheepscot Valley 
Children's House  2             2 

K-8 Wiscasset School 
Department  1  1 2 1 2 3 2 4     16 

Spurwink              1 1 
Whitefield Elementary 

School 1    1  1        3 

Grand Total 5 7 10 9 10 6 14 11 8 12 4 8 5 10 119 
                

 
Somerville Student Count Information 
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 1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Grand 
Total 

9-12 Augusta Public 
Schools             1  1 

9-12 Erskine Academy           4 3 3 1 11 
9-12 Lincoln Academy           2    2 
9-12 RSU 11/MSAD 11              1 1 
9-12 RSU 40/MSAD 40           1   1 2 
9-12 Wiscasset School 

Department            1 1  2 

K-8 Wiscasset School 
Department          1     1 

Palermo Consolidated 
School       1 1 1 1     4 

Somerville Elementary 
School 4              4 

Windsor Elementary 
School 1 7 4 3 7 5 9 2 5 5     48 

Grand Total 5 7 4 3 7 5 10 3 6 7 7 4 5 3 76 
 
 
Chelsea Elementary School Report 
As we end the school year we look back to reflect on the accomplishments for the school year. Great things 
happen at Chelsea Elementary School. Some of the amazing things that have happened this year are: 

● Grouping and regrouping practices within the classrooms 
● PD on complex reasoning 
● Integration of Habits of Mind 
● Eliciting feedback from students 
● Addition of several new staff members 
● Diane C. accepted into a computer science training  
● The Boys & Girls Club of Kennebec Valley – Chelsea Clubhouse became 

nationally-recognized as a chartered Clubhouse with the Boys & Girls Clubs of America. 
We have grown to full capacity with 30 members who attend before and/or after school, 
and an additional 10 members in the Odyssey of the Mind and the Green Team after 
school clubs.  The Odyssey of the Mind team did a great job at the state competition and 
the Green Team has been working hard all school year with its recycling and school 
cleanup projects.  We also started the “Staff of the Month” award where the Club kids 
could vote for the staff they feel shows the most Chelsea Pride. 

● Chelsea Olympians May 17, 2018 
● October 16th - 11 staff members from around the building kicked off our Lit & Ed book 

discussion series facilitated by UMA Professor Ellen Taylor! 
●  
● Week of November 10th - Through sales at the fair we added over $3,300 in books to 

our school, classroom, and student home libraries thanks to the help of some dedicated 
volunteers! 
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●  
● Week of Feb. 5th - No Name Calling Week coordinated by the Civil Rights Team, 

encouraging students to use "Words for Good" and take the pledge to remove insults 
based on ability, race and skin color, national origin and ancestry, romantic orientation, 
gender (including gender identity and expression), and religion from their vocabulary. 
Brandon Baldwin from the Attorney General's office spoke on the Power of Words. 

● March 23rd - Staff Sergeant Travis Mills came to Chelsea School and spoke to middle 
school students from the entire district on his message "Never Give Up, Never Quit!" 

● May 18th - Our middle school Civil Rights Team Students attended their 3rd Annual 
State Conference 

● On April 3rd the ABLE program hosted it's 5th annual ABLE family night. 
● In May Chelsea School raised over $1,000 for children with cancer through our 

"PENNIES FOR PATIENTS' penny drive. 
● Week of November 13th-2nd Annual "Spirit Week" Food Drive.  
● Green Team has been busy throughout the school year with various projects and 

activities. Notably, on  March 29 we had a guest speaker from Ecomaine come visit 
Green Team and The Chelsea Boys and Girls Club.  We have made upcycled T-shirt 
bags, recycled artwork, bird feeders, playground clean up and planted a pizza and tea 
garden in the school’s raised garden beds. Be sure to check out the gardens!  

● December 19/20-Middle School's Annual "Holiday Table Event" 
● On May 3, 2018 five of our ELLs reached the passing scores on WIDA-ACCESS test and 

graduated from ELD programming. Reaching the exiting score with WIDA is a 
remarkable achievement that speaks volumes of our students' skills and their academic 
potential. Congratulations!!! 

● Annual fourth grade Grandparent Tea was in the fall 
● On Sat. March 24th I brought several 5th graders to a Elementary Honors Music festival. 

They had a blast singing, playing and dancing all day. 
● On May 11, we hosted Olympian Julia Clukey for Grades 3-8. In support of our 
● "Habits of Mind" focus, she shared her "Julia Inspires" presentation. During the 
● presentation, she also presented the Julia Clukey Courage Award to a deserving 
● Chelsea Student. 
●  A scholarship to Julia Clukey's Camp for Girls will also be awarded annually. The 
● visit also opened the door to a no cost invitation for 8th grade female students 
● to Julia's  EMPOWER-HER TEEN CONFERENCE at St. Joseph's college in 
● Standish Maine June 1-3.Several of our students will be taking advantage of this 

wonderful 
opportunity. 
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These amazing things will continue into next year as we look to do more grouping and regrouping within 
classrooms and class groups. Another goal is to look at PBIS in the classroom and focus on Habits of Mind. 
Additionally staff will be using the essential standards to move students along from grade to grade and every 
effort will be made to move students forward from where they presently are to where they need to be. All 
students are capable of learning, some just require some extra supports in particular areas. 

 
 
Palermo Consolidated School Report 

The 8th grade students from Palermo Consolidated School recently studied the book, The Boy in the Striped 
Pajamas, in ELA class and simultaneously studied WWII and the Holocaust in Social Studies.  In order for 
students to grasp the ideology underpinning of the mindset of Germany at the time, Mr. Adam Edward, PE 
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teacher, joined up with Mrs. Kathy Hollicker to create a cross-curricula lesson.  Who would ever think that the 
loftiness of teaching Fascism, Democracy and Monarchy could be combined with physical education, yet it was 
accomplished and quite successfully at that.  Students studied the following five concepts for each ideology:  

● How is it structured? 
● What is the title of the leader? 
● What are the different types? 
● What are the historical and current countries? 
● What are the founding/important documents? 

 
Students researched the above questions for each ideology and filled in a chart with the answers they 
discovered.  Mr. Edward and Mrs. Hollicker then led the students in a discussion of their answers and clarified 
and corrected any misconceptions.  Students then enjoyed a workshop entitled “Decision Making in Times of 
Injustice” led by Interim Director David Greenham of the Holocaust and Human Rights Center of Maine, 
followed by a classroom visit from Holocaust survivor, Charles Rotmil of Portland, Maine.  Both experiences 
were enriching and enlightening.  
 
Finally, students were assessed on their understanding of the three ideologies with an physical education 
activity created and led by Mr. Edward.  In the gym, Mr. Edward set-up five hula hoops on the floor for each 
ideology.  Students were then given definitions of the five concepts on small slips of paper.  Students were then 
given three minutes to match the concepts in the correct categories for each ideology.  After a couple of 
practice sessions, students were formally assessed using this method for both the ideologies and for the 
standards in PE he covered.  All students received a 3 or 4!!  What an amazingly fun way to teach and assess 
this complicated topic.  
 
   The Palermo Spring Concert was held on Monday, May 21.  The concert opened with Achiva 
Seigars, a fifth grade student, singing the National Anthem.  Students in grades K, 1, 2, 3, and 
5 performed fun folk songs by grade as Mr. Robinson accompanied them on the guitar.   Grade 
4 students played two songs on their recorders and also sang during the second song.  The 
chorus sang and the evening ended with all the students on stage singing Hello to All Children 
of the World.   The gymnasium was beautifully decorated with art work done by all the K - 5 
students.   A special thank-you to Ms. Sparrow, the Palermo art teacher, for the excellent 
artwork and decorations. Thank-you Mr. Robinson, the Palermo music teacher, for an 
entertaining evening. 
 
     On the United Way Day of Caring, May 24, two homerooms of Erskine Academy grade 12 
students came to Palermo School and worked outside for the morning.  Some assisted Mr. 
Hamel and Mr. Edward with work on our trails.  Others worked with Ms. Sparrow, Deb Langis 
and Lisa Glidden on the flower garden, the butterfly garden and the beautiful planters that 
decorate the school entrance.  Another group put in fence posts to repair the rail fence at the 
back of the flower garden.  Thank-you to everyone for all their hard work.  The gardens and the 
flowers in the school entry are beautiful.  We have gotten many compliments.  
 
      Jacob Seigars, an eighth grade student, is in Boston for a bone marrow transplant.  Friday, 
May 25 was Jacob’s birthday so at Palermo School we had Seigars Strong Day.  Students and 
staff wore Seigars Strong T- shirts or Palermo blue and white clothes and pictures were taken to 
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send to Jacob.  At the K - 4 lunch a picture was taken from the top of the ramp with everyone 
waving and wishing Jacob a Happy Birthday.  Students in grades 5 - 8 got together in smaller 
groups and sent him pictures and special messages.  
 
      For the fourth year in a row Palermo School received a $1000 scholarship to enhance the 
educational experiences our students from the Cobe Connects Aspirations Program of the Ira 
Cobe Scholarship Fund at the Maine Community Foundation.  This year we had Jason Tardy: 
High Energy Juggling! come on May 30 to present his Character Education Show.   He did a 60 
minute program for the entire school which included juggling, balancing stunts, character 
education, and a question and answer session.  Afterwards he did a 45 minute juggling 
workshop for students in grades 5 - 8.  Students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 
We may even have some future jugglers! 
 
     June is a busy month at Palermo School.  June 5 at 1:30 is the Books for Bikes Assembly. 
Mike Falla will be here to present bikes to the students whose names were drawn.  Students 
earned raffle tickets by reading books.   June 7 is Field Day.  The whole school goes to the 
Turner Ridge ballfields for the day.  The eighth grade students run activity stations for the rest of 
the students who rotate through all the stations in small groups.  Lunch is a barbecue with 
hamburgers, hot dogs, and watermelon.  June 12  Tracey Jowett will be here to do Dental 
Health Education.   June 15 is the Kindergarten Parent Day Celebration.  Mrs. Gardner shares a 
slide show of the year in kindergarten and the students share some of the songs they sing and 
move to throughout the year.  After the presentation there is a picnic on the playground.   June 
18 is eighth grade graduation.  

   
Whitefield Elementary School Report 

 
 

  
What a busy time of year at school.  Many people say, “I guess things must be winding 
down at school” when the real truth is, “things wind up and then they stop”.  An exciting 
time of the year, however! 
 

We are currently completing our NWEA testing, have had staff meetings on implementing and enhancing 
Restorative Practices throughout the school, and continue to maintain our academic expectations.  
 
The girls’ softball team is going into the finals with an 
undefeated season and our Whitefield/Chelsea boys’ 
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baseball team is 7-1-1.  
 
Track and Field members. Congratulations on having a 
busy and rewarding season! 
 
 
The 6-8 graders celebrated a pre-Memorial Day at the 
Augusta Cemetery by laying flags on our veteran 
gravesites. 
A moving 

and learning community experience for all! 
  

Margaret 
Chase Smith  
The 
following is 

a partial letter 
from the 
director of 
the Margaret Chase Smith School: 

 
I recently read in the Town Line about the dodgeball 

tournament the National Junior Honor Society at 
Whitefield Elementary School organized to raise funds 
for a student with leukemia.  The care and concern this 
shows for others is both commendable and inspiring... 
  

Our NJHS accepted this honorable invitation and attended a 
reception in Skowhegan on Tuesday, May 29.  
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Congratulations to our Most Improved Students this year! 
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Annual Day of Caring 
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•Some of the activities included Pre-K and Kindergarten planting pumpkins (after which the NJHS will 
play some games with them before returning to school.)  
•Our first graders planted the front garden and planters.  Also, they cleaned up our school by picking up 
litter around the playground and fields.  
•Our second graders planted the sunflower garden and helped with cleaning up our school environment as 
well.  
•Our third graders traveled to the Grange Hall and planted perennials and planted the 5 GIANT pumpkin 
seeds.  
•Grade 4 traveled to the Superintendent’s office and planted flowers and mulched the area.  
•Grade 5 journeyed to the Lions Club and brought rakes, shovels, weeding tools, etc.  
•Grade 6 arrived at the Country Manor Nursing Home with rakes, push brooms, shovels, etc., and also 
bring nail polish, card games, etc. to enjoy with the nursing home residents.  
•The 7-8th grade students used rakes, tarps, windex, weeding tools, etc. at Don Gould’s house and 
Maureen Chase’s house. 
 
It is wonderful to see our students so involved as a school and the Whitefield community at large - we 
should all be very proud of our students! 

 
Windsor Elementary School Report 
Huge thanks to PAWS, our parent group, for all their support for our students and staff.  Most recently, they 
have ensured that every classroom teacher has a chance to complete a request for $75 for their classroom. 
They are also organizing a Carnival Day  to celebrate our school reaching their Accelerated Reader goal of 
350 millions words read collectively by our school. 
 
Student Council provided each classroom with posters for a summer food drive.  The drive will go until 
June 15th.  Donations will be picked up by the Windsor Food bank. 
 
4th grade collected markers for recycling!  The students collected all those worn out markers throughout the 
school.  They even tested the markers to make sure they are ready for recycling.They boxed them up and 
returning them to Crayola.  (Crayola recycles all markers - even dry erase markers and Sharpies.) 
 
One of our new nurse’s  goals for the fall is to create a Clothing Closet for students. This will serve two 
purposes, for students who need a change of clothes during school hours (due to an accident/spill/ tear..etc) 
and to provide a place for students to “shop” free of charge for those in need.  She is accepting donations of 
new or gently used clothing— look through those things your child has outgrown, things that “just didn’t fit 
right” or that bag of goodwill donations that has been in your trunk for two months.  

Sizes 4-16 girls.   Some adult small/medium/ clothes  
Sizes 4-16 boys    Some adult small/medium/large clothes 
 
New or gently used shoes in all sizes 
Athletic gear and clothing in all sizes 
Winter gear in all sizes 
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The ten members of Student Council are going to YMCA Camp is Monday June 4th and Tuesday June 
5th. 

Sixth grader featured her grandmother in Listen to a Life Essay Contest 
paper. Mackenzie Kutniewski, a sixth-grader at Windsor Elementary 
School, has been named a runner up in the Listen to a Life Essay 
Contest, according to a news release from the Legacy Project, an 
international big-picture research, learning and social innovation group 
that works across generations.  Mackenzie wrote about her 
grandmother Kathy Alley. Mackenzie will be recognized in June at her 
school and will receive a specially autographed copy of “Dream,” (the 
award-winning book that inspired the contest theme), a framed award 
certificate from Frame USA featuring her winning essay; and a wooden 

keepsake mini chest. 

On May 18, the seventh grade experienced a day of disc golf.  This is just one of many lifelong physical 

education experiences that our PE teacher, Nick Daigle provides. 

 

 

 

For the last staff meeting of the year, the 

staff was divided into six teams.  Teams 

represented different parts and grade 

levels in the building to create a fun team 

building experience.  Points were given 

for several challenges throughout the 

previous week such as doing good deeds, 

creating ideas for school improvement, and solving riddles.  During the 

staff meeting, the teams received points for games such as Name That 

Tune, Windsor Has Talent, and Trivia. 

 

 
Windsor’s Barrett named Promising Young Writer 
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Eighth-grader plans to attend Snow Pond Academy in the fall. 

Ethan Barrett, a Windsor Elementary School student, has been 
recognized as a Promising Young Writer by the National Council of 
Teachers of English. His work earned the highest distinction of 
Superior, according to a news release from the school. The Promising 
Young Writers Program represents NCTE’s commitment to early and 
continuing work in the development of writing.The school-based 
writing program was established in 1985 to stimulate and recognize 
writing talents and to emphasize the importance of writing skills among 
eighth-grade students. Schools in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
Canada, American schools abroad, and the Virgin Islands are eligible to 
nominate students.Windsor School was allowed to nominate one 
eighth-grade student. The students submitted two pieces of writing to a 
panel of four judges. Barrett’s work received the highest score and was 
sent on to the national level. 

Barrett is the son of Dianne Peaselee and Wayne Barrett, of Windsor. He plans to attend Snow Pond 

Academy in the fall. 

For more information about the program, visit bit.ly/PromisingYoungWriters2018. 

 
 

Special Events: 

● May 22 Spring Concert  
● May 29 and 30 Eighth grade trip  
● May 31 and June 1 7th Grade goes to Boston  
● June 1 Kindergarten registration 
● June 5 Title One Ice Cream Social 
● June 6 8th grade dinner at Peppers 
● June 6 Bikes for Books Assembly 
● June 6 Secretary of State recognizes 7th grade at the Capital for state writing winner 
● June 7  Middle schoolers experience a reward trip by going to Popham Beach as part of PBIS 
● June 7 Spring Sports Awards 
● June 8 pre-K screening 
● June 11 Grade 8 at Funtown 
● June 10 Windsor Baccalaureate 
● June 13 and 14 7th Grade goes to Burnt island  
● June 13 Kindergarten celebration 
● June 18 Kindergarten end of the year celebration 
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● June 18t Step Up Day 9:00-9:30;  and middle school awards 9:30-10:30 
● June 19  Field Day 

 
 

 
A Sad Good-bye to our retirees.  Maggie Allen, Cathy Bell, Barry Masterson, Patricia Bassett, and Karen 
Wilcox. 
.  
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