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SUBJECT:  Computer Network Policy 
 
 
Please read this agreement carefully before signing. 
 
 
 
The Board of Education is committed to optimizing student learning and teaching.  The Board 
considers access to a computer network, including the Internet, to be a powerful and valuable 
educational and research tool, and encourages the use of computers and computer related 
technology to advance and promote learning and teaching. 
 
The Whitney Point Central School District’s computer network provides access to the Internet.  
The Internet is an electronic information and communications “highway” connecting millions of 
computers all over the world and millions of individual people.  Students, teachers, support staff, 
parents, and community members may at various times use this network. 
 
With access to computers and people all over the world, also comes the availability of some 
material that may not be considered to be of educational value within the context of the school 
setting.  The Board of Education of the Whitney Point Central School District firmly believes that 
the value of the information available on this worldwide network far outweighs the possibility of 
users securing material that is non-educational or controversial. 
 
However, every computer in the district having Internet access shall be subject to filtering 
software.  Such filtering software shall be designed and it shall operate so that images which are 
obscene, pornographic or harmful to minors shall not be displayed.  Such filtering software shall 
also be designed and it shall operate so that images or language which advocate or promote 
violence or hatred against particular individuals or groups of individuals or promotes the 
superiority of one racial, ethnic, or religious group over another shall not be displayed.  For 
purposes of this policy, the phrase harmful to minors means any picture, image, graphic image 
file, or other visual depiction that, taken as a whole, and with respect to minors, appeals to 
prurient interest in nudity, sex or excretion; depicts, describes or represents in a patently 
offensive way with respect to what is suitable for minors an actual or simulated sexual act or 
sexual contact, actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts or a lewd exhibition of the 
genitals and taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value as to 
minors. 
 
The filter shall be updated on a continual basis to block any new web sites that may be found to 
be harmful to minors.  Users should be aware that new web sites are created every day and 
Whitney Point School District assumes no responsibility for sites that may or may not be filtered. 
 
It should be understood by users that the opportunity to use the computer network, including the 
Internet, is a privilege and not a right.  This document sets  
forth established guidelines.  Anyone wanting to use the Whitney Point Central School District 
network must first read and sign a legally binding contract called Whitney Point Central School 
District Computer Network Policy.  Failure to comply with the established guidelines may mean 
the loss of computer network and/or Internet privileges. 
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The following guidelines have been set up to establish the responsibilities a user is about to 
acquire.  If a user violates any of these provisions, his or her access privileges may be 
terminated.  Appropriate disciplinary action may be taken and all future access could be denied. 
 
GUIDELINES 
 
Part I.   APPROPRIATE USE AND CONDUCT 
 
Access to the district’s computer network is provided solely for educational purposes and 
research consistent with the district’s mission and goals.  Anyone using the system is expected to 
log on for a specific purpose and is expected to act responsibly and ethically.  Any use of the 
network for activities conducted for personal profit is strictly prohibited. 
 
The Whitney Point Central School District reserves the right to monitor the use of network 
resources.  Monitoring may include tracking the amount of time spent using these resources 
through observations and logs.  The district reserves the right to access and view any material 
stored on district equipment and material used in conjunction with the district’s computer network.  
All users accessing the district’s computer network should not expect, nor does the district 
guarantee privacy for any use of the district’s computer network. 
 
A violation of any of the following guidelines may result in the loss of user privileges: 
 
1.  Access, transmit or retransmit material which promotes violence or advocates destruction 

of property, including information concerning the manufacture of destructive devices, 
such as explosives, fireworks, smoke bombs, incendiary devices or the like; 

 
2.   Access, transmit or retransmit any information which is harmful to minors as that phrase 

is defined in this policy. 
 
3.   Access, transmit or retransmit material which advocates or promotes violence or hatred 

against particular individuals or groups of individuals or advocates or promotes the 
superiority of one racial, ethnic or religious group over another. 

 
4. All users have full responsibility for the use of their account and under no conditions 

should any user share their account or password with any other person. 
 
5. All users agree to not reveal their name, personal address, phone number, age, work 

address and credit card number or those of other students or colleagues on web sites.  
Transmission of credit card information and/or other personal information over the 
Whitney Point Central School District Internet connection is prohibited.  Whitney Point 
School District makes no warranties regarding the security of the Internet connection.  It 
is possible that credit card numbers and/or other personal information could be 
intercepted by third parties without the knowledge of the user. 

 
6. The district will provide access to “chat rooms” and “e-mail” services for specifically 

defined educational purposes, only.  Accounts to these services are available only to 
teachers.  If a teacher finds it necessary for a class, or individual student, to have access 
to a “chat room” or “e-mail” access, the teacher may facilitate that process through their 
account, without revealing their account or password to the class or individual.  Any 
teacher providing access to a class or individual must monitor the activity. 

 
7. Use appropriate language.  All users will refrain from using any obscene, lewd, profane, 

rude, vulgar, inflammatory, threatening, or disrespectful language. 
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8. Do not send “chain letters”, or “broadcast messages” to individuals.  Any act involving 

use of the network which disrupts the operation of the network or interferes with the work 
of others is prohibited.  A user found engaging in any prohibited conduct will lose network 
privileges. 

 
9. Any use of the network for product advertisement or political lobbying is prohibited.  

Political lobbying means an attempt by a user to influence the vote of a legislator, the 
actions of the executive, or an administrative agency on behalf of another. 

 
10. The use of bootleg software is prohibited.  Bootleg software is defined as any software in 

possession of a user which has been downloaded from the network or is otherwise in 
possession of the user without the appropriate registration of the software including the 
payment of any fees owed to the software owner. 

 
11. Any use of the network for illegal, inappropriate, or obscene purposes is prohibited.  

Illegal activities shall be defined as any activity which is a violation of local, state, or 
federal law. 

 
 
12.  The use of encrypted data or software encryption programs is prohibited.  Encryption is 

defined as a way of scrambling sensitive information to prevent others from accessing it. 
 
 
Part II.   PLAGIARISM & COPYRIGHT 
 
The user will not plagiarize works that they find on the Internet.  Plagiarism is taking the ideas or 
writings of others and presenting them as if they were original to the user.  Rules for properly 
crediting research sources apply to the Internet and other on-line computer networks, as they do 
for traditional printed material. 
 
The user will respect the rights of copyright owners.  Copyright infringements occur when an 
individual inappropriately reproduces a work that is protected by a copyright.  Users will not 
install, receive, transmit, or make unauthorized copies of the copyrighted software. 
 
Part III.   VANDALISM 
 
Vandalism will result in cancellation of network privileges and other appropriate disciplinary 
measures.  Vandalism is defined as any willful destruction of district property, or willful attempt to 
harm or destroy the data of the Whitney Point Central School District network connection, or any 
of the agencies or networks that are connected to the network backbone, or any data of another 
user of the district’s network.  This includes, but is not limited to, the creating and/or placing a 
computer virus on the network. 
 
Part IV.  SYSTEM SECURITY 
 
Security on any computer system is a high priority, especially when the system involves many 
users.  If you feel you can identify a security problem within the Whitney Point School District 
network, you must notify the system administrator, building administrator, teacher, or school 
person in charge at that time.  Do not demonstrate the problem to other users. 
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Attempts to login to the network as a system administrator or any other form of unauthorized 
access will result in cancellation of user privileges. 
 
Any user identified as a security risk or having a history of problems with other computer systems 
may be denied access to the network. 
 
The installation of personally purchased software and/or use of personally programmed disks on 
the district’s computers and/or network are not allowed without the permission of the system 
administrator. 
 
Care will be taken by users to avoid the unintentional spread of computer viruses.  Users will not 
download information to disks. 
 
Disrupting network traffic or crashing the network and connected systems is prohibited. 
 
The installation/un-installation of district and personal hardware peripherals, devices, computer 
cards, including printers, cameras, external drives, usb drives and the like, are not allowed 
without the permission of the system administrator.   
 
Part V.   SANCTIONS 
 
All users of the district’s computer network and equipment are required to comply with the 
district’s policy and regulations governing the district’s computer network.  Failure to comply with 
the policy or regulation may result in disciplinary action as well as suspension and/or revocation 
of computer access privileges. 
 
Illegal activities are strictly prohibited and any information pertaining to illegal activity will be 
reported to the proper authorities.  Transmission of any material, information, or software in 
violation of any federal, state, and/or local law or regulation is prohibited. 
 
Part VI.   DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
The district makes no warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied, for the network being 
provided.  Further, the district assumes no responsibility for the quality, availability, accuracy, 
nature, or reliability of the service and/or information provided. 
 
Users of the district computer network and the Internet use information at their own risk.  Each 
user is responsible for verifying the integrity and authenticity of the information that is accessed.  
Opinions, advice, services, and all other information expressed on line are those of the on-line 
authors and not of the school district.  The Internet contains information pertaining to a variety of 
subjects.  Not all of this information is accurate or reliable, particularly where the advice of 
medical, legal, accounting, or other professionals would be appropriate.  Users are advised not to 
rely on advice found on the Internet.  The school district is not responsible for such advise. 
 
The district will not be responsible for any damages suffered by any user, including but not limited 
to, loss of data resulting from delays, non-deliveries, misdeliveries, or service interruptions 
caused by its own negligence or the errors or omissions of any user.  The district also will not be 
responsible for unauthorized financial obligations resulting from the use of or access to the 
district’s computer network or the Internet. 
 
 
Revised and adopted by the Board of Education May 18, 2004.  


