BOARD OF EDUCATION

WHITNEY POINT CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

PO BOX 249

Whitney Point, NY  13862

Date:  April 1, 2008

James DiMascio called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present
          
Absent

James DiMascio


 President



  X

Sara Benscoter


Vice President





   X

Stephanie Champney

Member




   X


Joseph Silvanic


Member




   X

Kathleen Driscoll

Member




   X

Mary Ellerson


Member




   X

Carol Eaton


Superintendent of Schools

   X

Laura Lindsley


District Clerk



   X

             
              



Mary Hibbard


Assistant Superintendent

   X

Others in attendance:   

Jennifer Cucci, Joy Rupert, Andrea Stanley, Sharon Crosier, Susan Musshafen, Cheryl Donnelly, Rich Kratz, Tiffany Madden, Tiffany Scalzo, JoAnne Knapp, Jennifer Potsko, Kayla Valachovic, Shallamar Machione, Craig Matthews, Amanda Theleman, Michael Hakes, Linda Burghardt, Kevin Dunham, Liya Fetcinko, Kim Becker, Amy Manvell, Tracy Pfeiffer, Nathan Stocking, Sarah Simpson, Kaitlyn Sorochinsky

Dr. Eaton recommended the Minutes of the meeting held on March 18, 2008, be approved.

Moved by Kathy Driscoll


Seconded by Stephanie Champney


5 Aye   0 Nay   0Abstained     
   
Approved

Commendations
Dr. Eaton commended:


· All of the Odyssey of the Mind student teams for their excellent presentations at the March 8th Regional Competition and the two teams who participated at the state level competition on Saturday, March 29, 2008.  The two teams are in bold print.
Andrea Stanley/Stephanie Champney-Road Rally-Division II
Nicholas Stevens
Meaghan Champney
Erica Roofner
Austin Standish-Warpus
Anna Warfield
Kolby Oakley
Matthew Driscoll


Sharon Schubert's Team-The Muses-Division I
Dalton Oakley
Kaylee Tasber
Graci Standish-Warpus
Robert Stevens
Brady Harrington
Abby Pardoe
Marissa Taylor

Our second place team members are:  

Amy Spinella-The Eccentrics-Division III
Jami Gilligan
Paige Warfield
Sarah Marye
Abby Harrington
Stacey Davis
Kathleen Kratz

The other teams who participated are:
Richard Kratz-Tee Structure-Division II
Ryan Brown
Evan Fiorenza
James Ellis
Andrew Costley
Cody Neubauer

Joyce Favaloro/Heather Pudish-The Eccentrics-Division II
Megan Taggart
Alexandra Clarke
Molly Feeney
Hannah Cempa
Emily Snyder
Alan McNamara

Sue Musshafen-The Eccentrics-Division I
Samantha Benjamin
Maria Dewey
Cheyanna Frost
Emily Fiorenza
Taylor Clink
Courtney Good
Rachael Bronson

We thank all of the staff and parents who have worked with these students.  

Dr. Eaton noted the achievement of the High School team in their first year of competing.  Mrs. Hibbard stated that the proposed 08-09 budget allows for a second High School team.  The Board acknowledged the time commitment by all and extends their congratulations and thanks to all involved.

· The Celebration of Reading program held at the CEA Primary School on Saturday, March 29, 2008.  The Whitney Point Preschool and UPK participated in this celebration, and Mrs. Wolfe reported a very high participation this year. Information is included.  

Dr. Eaton informed the Board that Mrs. Wolfe shared many pictures of the fun had by all.

· The Middle School Drama Club members, teachers and parents for their production of “Noise of the Toys,” held on Friday, March 28, 2008.  

Dr. Eaton thanked all for their work in providing a very enjoyable evening.

· The Whitney Point PTA for another very successful PARP evening last week at the CEA Primary School.    Mr. Tom Tasber presented information regarding the local wildlife for the parents and children.  

Dr. Eaton described a very successful event.

· The After Prom Party Planning Committee for their beginning work to plan this year’s party in June 2008. 

Dr. Eaton explained that the committee has just begun planning and that the event is a tremendous amount of work.  More information will be coming forward regarding the After Prom Party Committee plans.

· The High School staff and students who are experiencing the renovation in the math and science wing of the high school.  

Thanks were expressed by Dr. Eaton for everyone is dealing so well with displacement and invited the Board to take a look down the hallway.

· Don Vinson for finishing 7th out of 73 wrestlers in the 12th grade division at the National High School Coaches Association Senior Nationals wrestling competition held at Virginia Beach, VA.  

Dr. Eaton and the Board extended their congratulations to Don Vinson on his accomplishments and that this event highlighted is achievements in wrestling.

· Murphee Hayes for her 1st place finish among women in the Forks XV Road Race held on March 30, 2008.  

Dr. Eaton and the Board extended congratulations to Ms. Hayes, who completed the race in her personal best time. 

· The Aquila Chorus for their presentation to the Rotary on March 27, 2008.  The performance was outstanding. 

Mrs. Champney shared that the United Methodist Church is offering a fundraiser Sunday, April 6th from 4-6 pm, of homemade lasagna, the proceeds  will be for the chorus.  Fundraising is important wit h a cost of $600 per student for the Washington trip (June 12 – 14) in which the Aquila Chorus is the only chorus from NYS attending.  Mrs. Champney and Mrs. Driscoll discussed the auction fundraiser scheduled at the High School on May 3rd.  Fliers are available for the event and they include information to donate items.

Correspondence:

Letter from the New York Department of Transportation regarding the purchase of site adjacent to 

Route 81.  

The Board discussed pursuing an appeal to the correspondence.

Letter from the United States Department of Education in reference to Case No. 02-06-1219

Dr. Eaton explained the letter is approval that the district has met the conditions from the prior year’s case involving cheerleading in regards to Title IX.  Dr. Eaton indicated the changes resulting from this case have damaged participation and the sport overall.

Policies 

None at this time

Comments from the Public

NONE

1.  OLD BUSINESS  
a.  Facilities Update:  Current Renovation Phase and Planning for the Second Renovation Phase

Dr. Eaton, Mrs. Hibbard and Mrs. Lindsley reviewed our renovation planning progress that has occurred since the last Board meeting on March 18, 2008.  Recent updates were attached to this agenda as they became available. The update regarding the HS science wing renovation is included. Additional information on Project 2 planning will be presented at the meeting as available.


Dr. Eaton, Mrs. Hibbard and Mrs. Lindsley explained that the renovation of math/science wing in 



the High School is progressing well. Phase II adjustments as recommended from SED Facilities 


management are in process with the architect. The district is scheduled for a phone conference 


on Monday, April 7, 2008 with Facilities Management for approval of the changes. The Facilities 


Committee meets later that night, April 7, 2008 at 7:00 pm, all are welcome. Dr. Eaton stated the


District has not received a response from SED Facilities Management regarding the Sanitation 


Project. Steve Brennan is following up as that approval is imperative for that work to be 


completed this summer.

2.   NEW BUSINESS 

a. BOCES Administrative Budget for 2008-09

Dr. Joseph Busch, BT BOCES District Superintendent, and Mr. Al Buyck, Assistant for Business, presented the overview of the BOCES budget for the school year, 2008-09. Information is included.  Members of the BOCES Board of Education were also present.

Dr. Eaton introduced and welcomed Dr. Busch and Al Buyck.  Dr. Busch introduced the President of the BOCES Board, Sandra Ruffo, who introduced members Roger Merrill and Donald Vredenburgh.  Dr. Busch opened the presentation by explaining the divisions of BOCES and the components incorporated in each.  Several services and programs were highlighted noting their importance to school districts, students, and prospective employers.  

Mr. Buyck explained key points including the expenses driving change in the Administrative Budget.  Continued focus on increasing revenue to offset costs is limited in the Administrative Budget.  Mr. Buyck announced administrative charges to component districts is increasing 3.96%; however, Whitney Point’s share is reduced to 3.75% as a result in declining enrollment.  Mr. Buyck presented charts demonstrating BT BOCES competitiveness to the state cap and other BOCES in regards to administrative charges.  

Mr. Buyck explained key points and significant changes in the Capital Budget.  A .7% increase in capital charges was announced; however, Whitney Point’s share is reduced to .48% do to declining enrollment.

The Board thanked Dr. Busch and Mr. Buyck for the presentation.

b.   2008-09 Budget Overview and Discussion

Dr. Eaton, Mrs. Hibbard and Mrs. Lindsley presented budget information regarding potential budget expenditures for the 2008-09 school year, and the ongoing priorities for the district will be included.  Materials are attached.

The Board will be convening two more meetings in April for budget discussions, the next on Tuesday, April 8th and concluding on April 22nd, with a finalized budget for taxpayers to consider, following deliberations and vote.

The deadline for the Board’s approval of the budget is April 25, 2008.  

Dr. Eaton, Mrs. Hibbard, and Mrs. Lindsley presented three potential levels to a budget with the associated tax levy increases of 4.9%, 3.42% and 2.95%.  The revenue budget was reviewed and discussed including the lack of alternative sources such as reserves.  Information regarding the impact of the reductions associated with each level was shared and discussed.  Items the district is able to continue to support as well as items not supported were reviewed.  The Board appreciated the information received and discussed having to negotiate the process of balancing district needs to that of the community.  The Board invited feedback from the public, staff, and students at the meeting on Tuesday, April 8th.

   
c.   Committee on Special Education

Dr. Eaton recommended Board approval of the attached recommendations from the Committee on Special Education. Please see attachments.

Moved by Mary Ellerson


Seconded by Stephanie Champney

 
5 Aye   0 Nay    0 Abstained      

Approved

d.   Resolution for the SEQRA Process for the Septic Project


Dr. Eaton recommended Board approval of the attached resolution to complete the SEQRA process for the Septic Project.

Moved by Kathy Driscoll


Seconded by Stephanie Champney

 
5 Aye     0 Nay    0 Abstained        
Approved

e. Parent Meeting for the 4-8 School

The grades 4-8 planning committee is planning a parent meeting for Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in order to present the plans that are being developed for the opening of the 4-8 school in September 2008.  Information will be sent to all parents of the current grade 3 to grade 7 parents.  

Dr. Eaton shared in addition to information sent home with students that notices will appear in the Whitney Point Reporter, Pressconnects, and on the website.  All are invited to attend.

f. Donation of Lacrosse Equipment



Dr. Eaton recommended Board approval for the donation of equipment to the Whitney Point Youth Club Lacrosse Program. Please see attached letter.  

The Board commends Keith Wittig for his commitment to Whitney Point and the lacrosse program. 

Moved by Mary Ellerson


Seconded by Kathy Driscoll

 
5 Aye     0 Nay    0 Abstained                 Approved

g. Certification of Bus Vote

Dr. Eaton recommended Board approval for the certification of the Bus Vote held on March 25, 2008. Please see attached sheet.

Moved by Stephanie Champney

Seconded by Mary Ellerson

 
5 Aye    0 Nay    0 Abstained                 Approved


ADDENDA

      h. Resignation

Dr. Eaton recommended Board approval for the resignation of Jennifer Ondrako, Middle School Aide, effective August 31, 2008.

Moved by Stephanie Champney

Seconded by Kathy Driscoll

5 Aye   0 Nay   0 Abstained

Approved


i. Out of District Transportation

Dr. Eaton recommended Board approval for the request to provide transportation to St. Joseph School for Jessica, Mackenzie, and Katie Cafferty for the 2008 – 2009 school year. See attached letter.

Moved by Stephanie Champney

Seconded by Joseph Silvanic

5 Aye   0 Nay   0 Abstained

Approved

Public Comment

Andrea Stanley expressed concern that a proposed budget considers a guidance cut in 4-8 building.

Kim Becker expressed concern in cuts and invites staff and community to share ideas.  Ms. Becker appreciates the opportunity to participate in the process.

Mike Hakes looks forward to working with Board in exploring new ideas and solutions regarding athletics. 

For Your Information
March Enrollment

A flyer from BS&K Webinar, An Overview of the Management of Asbestos and PCB’s in Demolition and Construction Projects, to be held on April 14, 2008.

Executive Session 

Personnel and contract discussion 

Future Board Dates:


April 8, 2008:




Budget Presentation and Discussion







PE/Athletic Department Report







Renovation Update and Project 2 Information 

April 22, 2008:



Budget Presentation, Discussion and Vote







Renovation Update and Project 2 Information



A motion was made to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:35 pm.
Moved by Stephanie Champney

Seconded Kathy Driscoll

5 Aye  0 Nay  0 Abstained


Approved

Whitney Point Central School District

Board of Education

Executive Session

April 1, 2008

James DiMascio called the Executive session to order at 8:45 p.m.



Position
Present
Absent

James
DiMascio
President  
x             

Sara Benscoter
Vice-President 

x                                     

Joseph Silvanic
Member
x

Stephanie Champney
Member
x


Kathleen Driscoll
Member
x 

Mary Ellerson
Member 
x                                      

Dr. Carol Eaton
Superintendent
x


Laura Lindsley
District Clerk
x

Mary Hibbard
Assistant Superintendent
x

Personnel and Contractual discussions 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 pm

Moved by Stephanie Champney

Seconded by Joseph Silvanic

5 Aye     0 Nay   0 Abstained

Approved

Laura Lindsley

District Clerk
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