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D E A R  R I C H M O N D  H E I G H T S  FA M I L I E S , 
S TA F F  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S ,

and downs of the pandemic over the past two years, we are enjoying our continued return to 
normalcy, including bringing back things like our football program. 

We are also excited to get back on track with planning for our future through our strategic 
plan work, introducing new partnerships, and exploring a change to our taxing method. 

Weʼve had many reasons to celebrate this school year as well. Ohio s̓ School Report Cards 

brings us more joy than hearing alum success stories, and we recently received great news 
about one of our star student-athletes. 

Read more about all of this and more throughout this newsletter, and as always, thank you for 

 
 
 
Renée T. Willis, Ph.D.  
Superintendent | Richmond Heights Local Schools
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College visits are back!
Students recently visited Cleveland State University, 
Ohio University, The Ohio State University, 
Wright State University, the University of Cincinnati, 
and University of Kentucky.



Partnership with 1,000 Ties Bringing Life 
Skills to Students, Resources to Families

will soon see a new face around campus. The district is 
partnering with Jowan Smith, author and CEO of 1,000 
Ties, to help students and families prepare for life beyond 
high school. 

1,000 Ties is a youth mentoring program designed to 
teach students skills that can last a lifetime, starting with 

duction 
to students came in early October when she spoke to 
students alongside members of the Ohio State Highway 
Patrol.

Smith said, “I like including our Highway Patrol because 
it s̓ a way to show students that they are real people they 
can trust, and it s̓ a great way to bridge the gap between 
law enforcement and the community.”

Smith, in partnership with the district, will also 
be hosting a Grandma Hattie s̓ Ice Cream party (based 
on the book of the same name) sometime in December. The 
event is aimed at bringing multiple generations together to  
do something fun — make ice cream!

While 1,000 Ties primarily serves middle and high school 
students, Smith also writes childrens̓ books featuring 
people of color navigating real-life situations. Her books 
teach children lessons while providing resources for 
families, such as safety tips in the case of “Maya Maya 
Maya” where baby Maya has a day out of the baby gate. 

students and families! Additionally, we have two 
parents that will be serving as family liaisons. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
Literacy Night  
(Grandma Hattie s̓ Ice Cream)
December TBD 2022, 6-8 p.m. 
*Open to K-6 students and their families.

Health & Wellness Night
January 20, 2023, 6-8 p.m. 
*Open to all district families

Winter Formal—Father/Father 
Figure and Children Dance
Febuary 17, 2023, time TBD 
*Open to K-8 students and their families.

*We are in need of goods and services 
for each of these events. If you are 
interested in helping, please contact 
Jowan Smith at jowan@gobtc101.com. 

Richmond Heights Hosts Fathers Walk
Richmond Heights Local Schools is proud to have hosted the 

students and their families hiked from Kiwanis Lodge to the 
Richmond Heights Secondary School gym to celebrate the 
important role fathers and other male mentors play in a childs̓ 
life and education.
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Spartan Football 
R E T U R N S
We want to congratulate all our fall student-athletes, 

in two years, our football players donned their pads and 

season of 7-1!

Head Coach Cordale Scott is excited about the 
opportunity to rebuild a culture of football at Richmond 
Heights. He s̓ well on his way, saying they started the 
season with just four boys in the gym. By the end of the 
season, the roster included 40+ student-athletes.  

He said, “Iʼm proud of the kids for buying in early to our 
goal of wanting to create a powerhouse program. Weʼre 
not only working on making them great athletes but 
on helping them be better men and showing them the 
opportunities available to them.”

The return of football, unfortunately, shined a light on 
Richmond Heightsʼ subpar athletic facilities. We are 
currently unable to use our bleachers, as they are unsafe 
and not up to code. 

Additionally, our track is no longer 
competitive. If you are interested in learning

contact Quentin Rogers at 
rogers.quentin@richmondheightsschools.org.    

Thank you to our coaches, athletes, families and 
community members for your support and for making 
this such an exciting time in Spartan Nation.

Alum Making Dreams Come True in NBA
Congratulations to Richmond Heights class of 2017 EJ Onu, 
who recently signed with the Memphis Grizzlies! Onu graduated 
from Shawnee State University in 2021 where he was a two-
time NAIA All-American basketball player and was part of the 
2021 NAIA national championship team. 



Ohio School Report Cards Released  
for First Time in Two Years
Ohio s̓ School Report Cards give parents, caregivers, community 
members, educators and policymakers information about how 
districts and individual schools are performing—to celebrate 
successes and identify areas for improvement. 

This year marks the first in two years that report cards have been 
issued as a result of the pandemic. Replacing letter grades is a  
five-star rating, with one being the lowest (needs support) and  
five being the highest (significantly exceeds). 

Richmond Heights is happy to report that it received high  
marks in three of the five categories:

   Progress

   Gap Closing

   Graduation

The report card shows that we have room to grow in the  
areas of Achievement, which looks at how well students  
performed on state tests, and Early Literacy, which  
measures reading improvement and proficiency for  
students in grades K-3. 

The district is currently doing a needs assessment to  
ensure early literacy team members have the tools and  
resources they need to be successful. Additionally, we are  
studying report card data and brainstorming ways to improve  
state test scores.  

Report cards are only one measure of success for a district. At 
Richmond Heights, we remain committed to providing our students 
with a well-rounded education so they are prepared to navigate an 
evolving global community using 21st-century competencies. 
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District Receives Substantial Grant to Improve Literacy
Richmond Heights Schools was recently among one of 
just 25 districts in the state to be selected as a recipient of 
a $200,000 grant from the Ohio Department of Education. 
The grant focuses on improving literacy for students who 
were hardest hit by the pandemic-related school closures. 

This is a milestone grant for the district and will help 
close the learning gap and better prepare students for 
their future.

The two-year Reaching All Students Through Language 
and Literacy project will provide staff with new strategies 
to help students understand language and dialect in the 
classroom, and draw on and build studentsʼ background 
knowledge and vocabulary to improve reading outcomes.   



Strategic Planning Work Underway
2022-2027 strategic planning process. The district is 
partnering with Janus Small Associates to develop a  

The Strategic Planning Committee, made up of nearly 

review the last strategic plan and discuss the strengths, 
weaknesses and opportunities of the district. Next, the 
committee will gather feedback from others within the 
community through surveys and focus groups. 

The committee will meet through March before developing 
a vision and plan that includes yearly milestones. 

“Our goal for this project is to hear from as many diverse 
perspectives as possible so this next plan is as re ive of 
our community s̓ wants and needs as possible,” said Small. 
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Tax Policy Committee Meets to Discuss Possible Income Tax 
The Richmond Heights Board of Education is working 
with Rockmill Financial Consulting to explore the 

eplacing some or all of 
the district s̓ property taxes with an income tax.

As part of this discussion, the district has convened a 
Tax Policy Committee, made up of volunteers in the 
community, to provide feedback on these proposed 
changes to local tax policy.

The Committee discussion centers around replacing 
the district s̓ property tax with an income tax as it could 
be a more equitable way of taxing our residents while 
continuing to provide the best education possible to our 
students. The change would reduce property taxes by 20 
mills and replace them with a 2% income tax to diversify 
the types of taxes being paid by our residents. 

Research shows that the population of Richmond Heights 
is aging. A traditional or earned income tax could lower 
the overall tax cost of the schools to current residents, 

while creating additional income from renters whose 

Heights provides. 

The Committee is meeting between the months of August 
and November of 2022. In December, the group will 
make formal recommendations to the Richmond Heights 
Board of Education. The goal is to establish a long-term 

plan for the district with the help 
and guidance of our community.

As with anything we do, we wan
community-led. If you are interested in joining the Tax 
Policy Committee, please visit our website.

Our goal for this project is to 
hear from as many diverse 
perspectives as possible so 

of our community s̓ wants 
and needs as possible.

Join us for the This Old Gingerbread House winter musical December 9 at 7 p.m. 
at the Upper School where select students from grades K-5 will perform. 

Listen in to the next meeting on Dec. 8 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. to learn more!



Richmond Heights Boasts Nationally 
Acclaimed Board Member
Nneka Slade Jackson, Richmond Heights Local Schools 
Board of Education president, was recently named the 
National Board Member of the Year by the National 
Alliance of Black School Educators (NABSE).

Jackson was st elected to the board in 2013, and has 
served as board president for the past e years. During 
that time, she has earned the reputation of being a ter. 
She co-led a referendum that resulted in the construction 
of our secondary school, which is now a centerpiece of 
our community. She is also at the forefront of the district s̓ 

t in the Vouchers Hurt Ohio lawsuit, a landmark case 
about school choice. 

She is the co-founder of the Richmond Heights Education 
Foundation, which raises funds for college scholarships, 
college tours, teacher grants, and more. Additionally, 
Jackson serves on the Ohio School Board Associations̓ 
Black Caucus. 
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Students Test VR Goggles
New experiences in class became a reality! Our math and science 
coach from the ESC, Bob Glavan, generously provided VR goggles 
to each of Ms. Kisner s̓ honors geometry students. Using the 

of transformations. In this module, students explored how 
transformations can be used to program robots to plant produce 

She will be recognized for her s on Dec. 4  
in Washington, D.C. Congratulations, Nneka, 
and thank you for all that you do to t for, 
and represent our Spartans well! 

Richmond Heights 
Selected for 
Regional Workforce 
Initiative
Richmond Heights Local Schools will soon begin working 
with the Greater Cleveland Career Consortium. The goal? 
To ensure that every student in the region graduates 
from high school with a career vision and a plan for how 
to achieve it. Career exploration and guidance will be 
embedded in a student s̓ experience from grades 6-12, 
including curriculum, time set aside for advising, and out-
of-school work exposure and experiences. 

Local employers and industry leaders are excited to work 
together to connect students to high-growth, family-
sustaining wage jobs, and create a skilled and dedicated 
Northeast Ohio workforce for generations. 



Our preschoolers are the apples of our eyes! Students 
participate in several apple-related activities focusing 
on language and literacy, motor development, and 
more. We always strive to make learning fun for our 
youngest learners. 

Sixth grader Tristan Casson 
soaring to new heights by 
earning his drone license 
through the Drones in 
Flight class.
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Students enjoy the first of many field trips this year. It was a busy day with 
stops at Ransom Sage Farm, Mary Yoder s̓ Amish Kitchen, and Middlefield 
Original Cheese Co-Op. 

Students get a taste for college life through a school-
sponsored trip to Cleveland State University.

Culinary arts 
students create 
several apple-
themed dishes 
in honor of fall, 
including apple 
and sausage hand 
pies, apple muffin 
cookies, and 
butternut squash 
and apple soup. 


