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D3 “Decisions ~ Determine ~ Destiny” 

August 2022 

Dear Spartan Nation Families, 

I am thrilled to welcome our students and staff back to school. It has been a busy summer at the Richmond Heights 
Upper School for those students who attended our district wide summer learning experience. We hope that you were 
able to relax and make special memories with your friends and families as we try to embrace our new normal. Now it 
is time to look forward to a wonderful new school year! 

Our incredible staff of educators have been working throughout the summer to prepare engaging and relevant lessons 
for the new school year. We recognize that students may be feeling anxious with the start of a new school year and 
we will continue to place a strong emphasis on social emotional learning while focusing on building classroom 
community. We are aware that we will need to address unfinished learning by using an acceleration model to fill in 
gaps in knowledge. Instruction will be focused on specialized skills and content needed to learn grade level materials 
while providing the appropriate tools needed to grasp concepts. Our goal is to ensure that our students remain 
instructionally whole.  

Richmond Heights Upper School is such a unique place to learn and grow. While we are proud of our beautiful 
school, we still maintain high expectations for each and every student. We believe in uplifting them through 
resiliency, grit and determination. Together with our dedicated staff, we strive to make connections with students to 
help them feel valued, accepted, and safe. Our District’s mission is to “Prepare individual learners to navigate an 
evolving global community using 21st century competencies,” which will continue to guide our efforts to provide a 
rigorous and joyful inclusive school environment. Our overarching goal is to encourage active student engagement 
and to foster a lifetime love for learning and social action. 
 
Partnering with families will be crucial this year as we continue to face uncertainties following the global 
pandemic. We encourage families to stay connected and informed by following our district website for 
important updates and information. Together we will ensure all of our students reach their level of success. 
 
School will begin on Tuesday, August, 16, 2022. Below are pertinent details to get the year off to a great start. 
 
School Schedule 

Classes for both Middle School and High School begin at 7:45am. If a student is not in their class prior to 7:45, they 
will be marked tardy and will receive progressive discipline should the problem persist. Students will be dismissed 
every Wednesday at 1:30 as teachers work in collaborative work groups to refine their instructional practices. All 
students MUST exit the building and return at their appointed time for practice or any scheduled activity. As per 
Board Policy, students are required to be in attendance during the school day in order to participate or attend any 
school sponsored functions (including practice). According to House Bill 410, students who are habitually tardy and 
absent from school will be considered truant and referred to the Department of Child and Family Services. 

School Breakfast & Lunch Program 

AVI Food Systems maintains our food service program. They are new to the District this school year and are 
replacing Chartwells Food Service Company. You MUST complete the lunch application to determine your child’s 
eligibility for free/reduced lunch. If your child does not qualify or an application has not been submitted, your child 
MUST pay for their meals at the specified time that they receive them. The free/reduced lunch application is located 
on the Districts website and via Final Forms. AVI is a contracted service provider and not under the management of 
the Richmond Heights Local School District. 

School Calendar 

A copy of our school calendar has been placed on our website. If there are to be any changes guided by the Ohio 
Department of Education or the Ohio Department of Health, we will inform parents immediately. For the full district 
calendar, visit our website. 
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School Transportation 

School transportation is not provided for all District students. To check your child’s transportation availability, call 
the Transportation Department or the Upper School Office. Students enrolled in Excel Tecc programs that are in 
session, will be transported to and from their programs daily. If any student violates the rules and regulations 
governing the safety of our school bus fleet, they may forfeit their privilege to ride.  

Contact Information 

Please check our school website for a comprehensive list of departments and personnel. Please note that 24 hours is 
customary for a response from any staff member.  

Progress Book  

Parents please contact the school if you have not obtained your ProgressBook Registration Key. This will allow for 
you to monitor your child’s attendance, grades and maintain open communication with teachers. Parents and students 
are be able to retrieve their Registration Key from Mrs. McConnell, Upper School Secretary, by emailing her or 
calling the Upper School office. This is an excellent way to stay on top of grades and assignments while maintaining 
an open line of communication with your child's teacher.  

Student Schedules 

Student schedules will be available for pickup at our SummerFest/Back to School Fair on July 31st. For those students 
who are not able to get them on that day, they can come to the building on August 9th from 10am-1pm to retrieve it. 
Also, student schedules will be live in ProgressBook on August 10th. Schedule Change Forms are located online and 
must be submitted to Mrs. Meintel with a parent signature within the first two weeks of school. Please allow for a 72 
hour window to allow her to check course availability and to ensure the request aligns with graduation requirements. 
She will contact you regarding the request. 

Final Forms 

There are pertinent forms that we need parents to complete yearly. These forms include but are not limited to Emergency 
Medical Form, Free/Reduced Meal Eligibility Form, Photo Release Form, Updated Immunization Records etc. Students 
will not be able to participate in any sports, field trips or other co-curricular activities until ALL forms are received. 
Forms MUST be completed and submitted electronically via Final Forms. If you do not have a Final Forms account, 
we will work with you to secure one. The link to Final Forms is posted on the District’s website under “Quick Links.” 

NEW ADDITIONS 

We have been very fortunate to find educators to enhance our academic programming here at the Upper School. I’m 
very excited to welcome to our family the following new staff and hope that you get a chance to connect with them 
soon: 

 
• Mr. Robert Antczek- our new High School Intervention Specialist will be joining Spartan Nation this year. 

His love for math and collaboration will truly infuse our students and staff. 
• Ms. Melissa Frate - our new Upper School Psychologist will be joining Spartan Nation this year. Her 

enthusiasm coupled with her ability to provide our students with tools to cope is truly welcomed. 
 

We are committed to providing the best education for your children and will remain on the cutting edge of instructional 
practices through continued collaboration and professional development. We will also ensure that this district remains 
inclusive and reflects the attitudes and desires of 21st century learners and communities. We appreciate you choosing 
Richmond Heights to not only live in but to educate your child in. We will forever strive to be a “first choice” district.  

“Do we settle for the world as it is, or do we work for the world as it should be?” 
― Michelle Obama, Becoming 

Sincerely, 

 

Marnisha Brown, Assistant Superintendent/ Principal 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/60334006

