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In 1621, after a long and arduous first year in the Plymouth Plantation, the Pilgrims,
along with the Wampanoags, celebrated for several days with the bounty they
harvested, the deer and fowl they hunted, and the friendships they made. During
the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln officially designated the last Thursday in
November as the holiday of Thanksgiving. Although Thanksgiving can sometimes be
overlooked as a holiday I think it is of utmost importance to realize the true nature
of Thanksgiving. It is about overcoming extreme hardships and giving thanks for
some of the simpler things in life. Over the past 20 months we have endured
significant obstacles. Yet, each day we realize that life is a gift. We have fully come
to understand that public education, as an in person endeavor is truly appreciated,
co-curricular activities are treasured and celebrated, and that building relationships
is a key to emotional well being.  I wish you and yours a wonderful Thanksgiving!

---------------------------------------------------

Bulldogs in the State Championship!

The Winthrop, Monmouth, Hall-Dale Football Team played for the state championship last
Friday evening versus Foxcroft at Cameron Stadium in Bangor. Although our team came
up short, 19-16, the team dominated time of possession and had the ball on the final drive.
The boys left everything out on the field … They ran out of time. This was the first time in
38 years that Hall-Dale football has participated in a state championship. Our Hall-Dale
family had a great season! : Coach Jarrod Richmond and players Cody Cobb, Austin Lizzotte,
and Trip Pierce.

__________________________________________________________



Remote Days Last week
I fully understand that there was gnashing of teeth and much discontent when we opted for
remote learning on November 16th and 17th. This decision was not taken lightly, and I think
it’s important to understand context. On the Monday and Wednesday of that week I had 14
staff members out - on Tuesday I had 12. That meant that Mr. Bourget, Mr. Ranslow, myself,
along with Mrs. McPhedran subbed in classrooms to keep us up and running. One of the
people out was nurse Hammonds. Had Monmouth Academy not shut down, allowing us to
steal their nurse, we would have been shut down longer. Knowing that we were down bus
drivers, we made a conscious effort to keep HDES open for in person learning. With the
number of faculty that we had out and not knowing if we would have the services of the
Monmouth nurse, we felt it was best to give parents time to make proper arrangements.
When teachers are able to thoughtfully plan for an instructional model it benefits the
students. To have some students attend and others access remotely, not knowing who or
what to plan for is an arduous task and minimizes the quality of education. I think that
most of you know that we have been working hard to keep this “ship” open and afloat. I
appreciate the problem solving that came forward but there were many factors that played
into the decision. The two most important ones being the quality and equity of education
and providing parents with enough lead time to make alternative plans.

Fall Concert

Congratulations to David Morris and his accompaniment of Halldale
musicians.  On Wednesday night they put on a live, and simulcast,
concert for our music loving community.  Music ranged from
classics like the Three Klezmer Miniatures to Bruno Mars, a festive
dance and song routine to Hot Chocolate and a Sign of the Times.
It was a fun time for the community!

Class Dues
A reminder to High School Parents to pay class dues.
Class of 2022� $20 per year;  Class of 2023 and beyond: $25.00 per year

If you are a senior parent, please look to pay the dues as soon as you can so that the parent
Project Graduation planning committee can determine how much more fundraising may be
needed.  Dues can be paid to their senior advisor.



National Honor Society Inductees

Congratulations to the proposed membership to the Hall-Dale Chapter of the National
Honor Society.   Induction will take place in December.

Rita Benoit: daughter of Nate and Nicole Benoit of Hallowell

Quinn Cotnoir: daughter of  Shawna Wells and Jacob Cotnoir of Augusta

Bethany Ives and Dorothy Ives: daughters of Jonathan and Amy Ives

Jackson Leach: son of Hannah Burdin and Jonathan Leach of Farmingdale

Meagan Michaud: daughter of Scot and Jennifer Michaud of Chelsea

Alexis Rideout: daughter of Mark and Shannon Rideout of Whitefield

Grace Walters: daughter of Lori and Christopher Walters of Manchester

Middle School Winter Sports

Once the season begins, the student athletes will be able to invite 4 guests to home games, in the HS gym.
Each student will need to provide a list, in advance, to allow their 4 guests entry.  Those 4 guests will sit
together once inside the gymnasium. As of this time, away fans are not allowed in the host sites.



Accolades!
Such cool accomplishments by our Bulldogs!

Congratulations to the following seniors for making the MVC All-Academic Team: Boys
Soccer: Cam Adams, Max Byron, Andrew Guiou, Kai Lucas Girls Soccer: Iris Ireland, Kayla
Lee, Lily Platt, Ella Schaab, Samantha Thornton Field Hockey: Moira O’Connor, Emma
Soule

MVC Sr. Game All Stars: Girls: Iris Ireland & Kayla Lee  Boys: Andrew Guiou & Kai Lucas

Field Hockey Senior All Star:  Averi Baker

Top L: Emma Soule & Moira O’Connor (FH Academic All-Stars); Averi Baker (FH All Star); Ella
Schaab, Lily Platt, Kayala Lee, Iris Ireland, Sammie Thornton (Soccer Academic All Stars); Middle
Row: Iris Ireland & Kayla Lee (Sr. All Stars); Max Byron, Andrew Guiou Bottom Row: Cam Adams &
Kai Lucas (Soccer Academic All Stars)



______________________________________________________________

Middle School Yearbook Information:

Yearbook Sales Link: http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A03242720. Order soon to get your

discount.  Prices increase at the start of the new year.

The yearbook committee could also use your photos now, and throughout the school year!

Basically, if you are taking pictures at a HDMS event, please send them our way! Photos from

sporting events, field trips, concerts, homecoming, etc. Please share them with us!      This year

we are also looking for photos of "Hall-Dale at Home" - photos of your student working on

school projects at home, getting ready for school events with friends at home, practicing their

instrument or sport at home, hanging out with classmates at home, etc. Snap a pic and send it to

us!   If your student missed the 1st day of school pics you can also send a pic of them to ensure

that they get into the yearbook.  Please act now!  Send all pics to tkierstead@kidsrsu.org

__________________________________________________________________

High School Yearbooks
HDHS Yearbooks are now on sale for pre-order. Pre-orders can be made online at jostens.com

(credit or debit card) or in room 108 (cash or check to HDHS).

11/20/21-12/17/21 $45.00

12/18/21-2/25/21 $55.00

If you have questions please email Kendra Guiou, yearbook advisor, at
hdyearbook@kidsrsu.org or call 207-622-6211 ext 336.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reminders:
● Please remember to call into the main office when your student is going to be out for the

day OR if they are coming in late OR being dismissed.
● There is no school November 24 - 28th to celebrate Thanksgiving.
● The High School Jazz/Taiko Concert will be held on December 11th
● The Middle School Winter Concert will take place on December 16th
● COVID reminder:  If someone in your home is either ill or has been diagnosed with

COVID please keep them home and contact nurse Hammonds.  We are trying hard to
keep our building open.
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