
 

Edwin Markham Middle School Newsletter 

Happy Spring and happy sunshine!  We 
have already made our way through some 
of our many spring activities!  The 4th An-
nual Markham Mud Run was another suc-
cess! This is such a fun event, with so 
many families coming to have a great day 
of fun and mud! This great day is thanks to 
our dedicated parents!  We are so fortu-
nate to have such an engaged Parent 
Club working for our campus community! 
 
With so many events and activities filling 
the May calendar, be sure to watch out for 
reminders!   We will be putting events into 
the announcements—remind your child to 
pay attention and check the calendar in 
this edition! I’ll make a phone call when 
you need to be aware of deadlines! 
 
Students recently finished their annual 
SBAC testing.  We had a dedicated testing 
schedule and were able to accomplish this 
task in four days.  It was obvious that the 
students understand the importance of the 
testing as they worked really hard over the 
testing period. Students took four different 
tests—one each for both math and English
-language arts (ELA), and then a Perfor-
mance Task in those subjects.  You will 
receive the results sometime during the 
summer. 
 
In addition, 8th graders took the field test 
for the new Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS).  The State is using the 
data collected to determine the validity of 
the questions, as well as set the scores for 
the different rankings.    We will not re-
ceive results for this test, but it is nonethe-
less important because it helps to create a 
science test that accurately reflects the 
new standards.   

Later this month is the graduation 
dance  for 7th and 8th graders and the 
field trip to Six Flags for eligible 8th grad-
ers.  The last week of school will have the 
2nd Semester Finals as a culmination to a 
year of hard work and learning.  Our 6th 
and 7th graders get to have fun during 
Field Day on the 30th, while the 8th grad-
ers are practicing for the graduation cere-
mony.  The last day of school, Thursday, 
May 31st, is the awards assemblies for all 
grade levels. And finally, it will be with a 
mix of excitement, pride and sadness, that 
we bid a fond farewell to our 8th grade 
students at the graduation ceremony.  The 
ceremony will be at El Dorado High 
School, starting at 5:00pm. 
 
As we start to close up the year and make 
plans for summer, check out the many re-
sources available throughout our commu-
nity for activities to keep your child en-
gaged over summer.  While it is nice to 
have “down time”, it is also important that 
adolescents have an opportunity to ex-
plore their interests in a supervised set-
ting. The Parks & Recreation Department 
offers a variety of classes and camps, as 
well as the Boys and Girls Club.  In addi-
tion, we have information about scholar-
ships available for camp tuition that is 
open for any student to attend any camp! 
Call our office for more information! 
 
After a year of hard work, we continue to 
encourage our students to finish the year 
strong.  Please make sure to check calen-
dars and announcements! We’ve had a 
great year, and we’re planning wonderful 
events to celebrate the end of the 
year!  It’s going to be Panther-iffic!  

Please help us make graduation a great day for the students and parents! 

 Graduation Dance—want to help out and get this event organized?  We need par-

ent help to set –up, take down and bring in decorations.  May 17th. 

 Graduation Breakfast - we are looking for volunteers to serve food and help setup 

and take down.  May 31st. 

 Graduation—need help decorating the stage and surrounding area for our grads!  

May 31st. 

April 2018 

 

Principal, Terry Edinger 
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Schoolwide 
Dress Code 

The weather is warming up, so please be 
mindful of the Markham dress code . 

Unacceptable attire includes: 

 Halter tops 

 Spaghetti straps showing bra 

 Off the shoulder shirts 

 Low-cut tops 

 Bare midriffs 

 Short-shorts 

 Any clothing not concealing undergar-
ments 

 

2018-2019 Electives 

Information will be coming home soon 
about next year's elective classes.  Please 
look over the choices carefully!  We will 
have a new offering for 8th graders:  Spanish 
1.   8th graders who enroll in this year-long 
elective and complete the course with at 
least a B will be able to enroll in Spanish 2 as 
a high school freshman. 

8th Grade 

7th Grade 

6th Grade  

Field Day - help your child stay on task at 
school so that they may participate in Field 
Day during May.  This fun event lets the stu-
dents compete in creative games, get cooled 
off at the water station and challenge their 
friends at kickball! 
 
Tdap Booster - Just a reminder that there is 

a BOOSTER SHOT that is required for  

 

 

students to attend the 7th grade. The vac-

cine for Pertussis, also known as whooping 

cough, is required prior to the first day of 

7th grade in order for students to be able to 

attend during the school year.  

There will be NO grace period for providing 

proof of the vaccine -- proof must be provid-

ed prior to the first day of 7th grade.  

Field Trip - Our 7th graders had the oppor-
tunity to visit El Dorado High School Natural 
Science Day.  During the all day field trip to 
Camino, students were able to learn by 
hands-on activities and games through a 
myriad of Environmental Science topics.  
Small groups were formed and each group 
rotated through several stations.   

 

Field Day - help your child stay on task at 
school so that they may participate in Field 
Day during May.  This fun event lets the stu-
dents compete in creative games, get 
cooled off at the water station and challenge 
their friends at kickball! 

Graduation Activities at a Glance: 

For all activities, the student must meet aca-

demic and behavior standards set forth in the 

contract.  Regardless of graduation status, all 

8th graders will be promoted to the 9th grade. 

Graduation Dance—Thursday, May 17th 

5:00pm-7:30pm 

Six Flags Trip—Friday, May 18th 

Graduation Breakfast/Awards—Thursday, May 

31st 9:30am 

Graduation Ceremony—Friday, May 31st,  

5:00pm E.D.H.S. 

Dress Code for Dance and Graduation- Dress 

code rules apply.  In keeping with the occasion 

of a middle school event, students should wear 

appropriate attire.  Boys should consider a col-

lared shirt and pants, no shorts.  For girls, no 

strapless or halter-style dresses;  No bare backs 

or bare shoulders.  For safety, shoes must al-

ways be worn, so consider comfort over style--

spike heels or new shoes may not be the best 

choice!   
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Vaping Devices 

Library 
All reading books are due by Monday, May 21st.  

All textbooks are due by Thursday, May 24th.   

Fines - all fines need to be paid in order to participate in any end of school 

year activities, including graduation! 

Many of  you have asked what the vaping devices look like.  Vape pens and de-
vices can look very innocuous--not something that would draw your atten-
tion.  One thing to consider is if  you see your child with something you've nev-
er seen before, it might be a good time to inquire as to what they have.  Some 
look like USB drives.  Others look like a fancy pen.  And others look like high-
lighter pens.  Part of  the allure of  vaping for students is "tricks" that can be 
done with the vapor.  YouTube is full of  videos showing how "cool" it is to 
vape.  The danger is that the vapor is not water vapor.  The vapor is full of  
chemicals that have been shown to be toxic.  Below are some pictures of  de-
vices.  

Earn Money For Parent Club 

Sign up for Amazon Smile, and help us earn .5% of all purchases!  Go to 
smile.amazon.com and select  Edwin Markham Middle School Parent Club, and start 
shopping! 

http://smile.amazon.com
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Technology and Your Student 

“He drew a circle 

that shut me out 

— Heretic, rebel, 

a thing to flout.  

But Love and I 

had the wit to win: 

We drew a circle 

that took him in.” 

~Edwin Markham 

How do you keep your student engaged in 

reading over the summer?  Try getting them 

interested in audio books!  SYNC is a free 

summer audiobook program for teens 13+. 

Running April 26 - July 25, 2018, SYNC will 

give away two complete audiobook down-

loads a week (30 titles) - pairs of high inter-

est titles, based on weekly themes. SYNC is 

dedicated to introducing the listening expe-

rience to the teen audience and demon-

strates that Required Reading can be com-

pleted by listening.   

 

Go to http://www.audiobooksync.com/ for 

information on how to download and start 

this fantastic  reading  program.  A few 

samples of the books are below: 

 

 
May 17 – May 23 
BEING JAZZ Written and Narrated by Jazz Jen-
nings  
SAVING MONTGOMERY SOLE by Mariko 
Tamaki 
 

 
 
May 24 – May 30 
WHEN DIMPLE MET RISHI by Sandhya Men-
on, BAKER'S MAGIC by Diane Zahler 
 
May 31 – June 6 
LOVE AND FIRST SIGHT by Josh Sundquist, 
EXTRAORDINARY MEANS by Robyn 
Schneider 
 
June 7 – June 13 
EVERLAND by Wendy Spinale, THE JUST 
MEN OF CORDOVA by Edgar Wallace 
 
June 14 – June 20 
MY NAME IS NOT FRIDAY by Jon Walter, 
COME AUGUST, COME FREEDOM by Gigi 
Amateau 
 
June 21 – June 27 
OPENLY STRAIGHT by Bill Konigsberg, 
DOCTOR CERBERUS by Roberto Aguirre-
Sacasa 
 
June 28  – July 4 
MACBETH by William Shakespeare, 
THE CURSE OF CROW HOLLOW by Billy 
Coffey 
 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

7 8 9 10 11 - Spelling Bee, 

EL Redesignation  

Ceremony 

14 15 16 - Track Meet 

Trials - Union 

Mine 

17 - Graduation 

Dance 5:30-7pm 

18- 8th Grade to Six 

Flags 

Track Finals - EDHS 

21 - Reading 

books due to Li-

brary 

22 23 24 - Textbooks due 

to the Library 

25 - Finals 

28 - Memorial 

Day No School 

 

29 - Finals 30 - Finals 

Field Day 

31 - 6th/7th Awards 

8am 

Graduation Break-

fast/Awards 9:30 

Graduation Cere-

mony 5pm, EDHS 

 

May 2018 

http://www.audiobooksync.com/

