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Course Outcomes

1. Using a circle to connect with each other on various content materials that need to be 
covered. 

2. Using a circle as a regular classroom environment for learning and collaborating.

3. Using a circle so that pencils, phones, and other distractors are out of reach which 
makes what is done in the circle more important.

4. Using the circle to build relationships with each other and become a place where 
honest, quick feedback can happen.  

5. Using the circle to become a collective group that is accepting of all voices.  
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Self-paced Training –How it works……
1. Make sure you register at Macon Piatt ROE: https://www.maconpiattroe.org/ Click 

on the Sign up for PD button, and fill out registration.  

2. When you complete the training, send them to prestonb@roe39.org and you will 
receive an email from me with feedback on your tasks.  I will mark you as 
completed and an evaluation will come to your email.  Fill out the evaluation and 
within minutes you should get an email with the website to print off your hours.  

3. Participants will go through the power point, viewing each slide and videos.  

4. Tasks will be in RED and they need to be completed and sent to me. Pre/Post Test, 
too.  Please send when training is completed.  

5. Slides 4 is an example of how to send the tasks. 

6. Please contact me if you are having any trouble with the training. 

Put your answers in a WORD or PPT document and when you complete the entire 
training, send them to me as one document.  I cannot open Google or One Drive here 
at the office.  Thank you.  
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Example for task submission to me by email:

Your Name and Email:  Barbara Preston

prestonb@roe39.org

Title of Training:  Circle of Instruction 

Task One- answer

Task Two- answer --etc., 

Send all completed tasks in one document or you can copy the task slide, answer it,  and 
send it into a power point.  Word document can be used too.
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Pre/Post Test for Circle of Instruction---
The following statements related to the targets of this training session.  
Please indicate your comfort level with the following: 
4 = I am confident in my knowledge 
3 = I am on the right track 
2 = I am not sure I am doing it right or with the right amount of consistency
1 = I need more information in this area 
Copy the pre and post tests and send to me.  

Danielson Statements Pre Post

1.  I understand why the shape of a circle could be a successful way to present, practice, assess, and comprehend 
content.

2.  I can identify three ways to use a circle.

3.  I know what my classroom should sound like, feel like, and look like for successful circle instruction,

4. I understand that using a circle can become a safe space for SEL discussions. 

5. I can locate resources to support my efforts in using a circle to teach and learn. . 

TASK ONE - PLEASE TAKE THIS TEST NOW AND AT THE END OF  TRAINING
Send with your answers when you complete the training.  



The Circle Process

Circles are the root of most traditions

 Everyone is respected

 Everyone gets a chance to talk

 Everyone is equal including the adults



Circles can be:
 An intentional centering for a classroom

 An area where all eyes are on each other

 An area where honesty, success, and failure can happen

 An instructional area

 A decision making area

 A peace making area

 A problem solving area

 A sharing or mastery area

 A support circle

 A community building purpose center 

 An honoring place
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Circle Connection
 People come together and work together 

 People come together to support each other

 People come together and learn from each other

 People come together and have someone on each side to provide energy and 
encouragement



What is Circle?

 The Circle, or council, is an ancient form of meeting that has gathered human beings into respectful conversations for 
thousands of years. It is a chance for people to truly stop, sit down, and listen to one another.  

 One of the beautiful things about circle is its adaptability to a variety of groups, issues and timeframes. The structure of a 
council can vary from place to place and has had a number of innovations and alterations over time, but the basic form remains 
constant. A group is gathered in a circle for a conversation about a specific topic. The opportunity to speak is given one at a 
time to all members of the council, often passing a “talking piece” around the circle to identify the speaker. 

 Members only speak when it is their turn and are encouraged to listen intently, without comment or response, while others 
are speaking. 

 A facilitator is charged with maintaining the boundaries of the circle to protect the process.

 Circle is a shape where everyone can see and hear each other; every member is equally important.

 Circle is a group process that honors every voice in the community for the sake of the community.

 Circle is an experience of sharing story, inviting diverse thinking, making connection, and encouraging creative problem solving.

General Flow of the Circle

 Norming

 Intention/dedication

 Opening

 Prompts

 Reflection

 Closing

ADAPTED from the PeerSpirit Circle Process 



Setting Up Norms for the Circle 

 Speak from the heart (only with the talking piece, authentic 
contributions)

 Listen from the heart (without judgment, with compassion and 
empathy)

 Speak spontaneously (spend time listening, not thinking about 
what you’re going to say)

 Speak leanly (especially important with big groups); and

 What is shared in the circle stays in the circle (stress this fiercely)

Doing this thoroughly early in the year sets up circle culture for the 
rest of the year.



TASK TWO –Circles Could Use Mindfulness 
Videos on Mindfulness in the Classroom

https://www.edutopia.org/video/getting-ready-learn-mindfulness

 This video is 4.28 min.  Shows 3-4th grade students actually practicing mindfulness

 https://www.mindfulschools.org/video/arrive-2/ 1.28 min This is High School Students 
showing their one minute mindfulness 

 https://www.mindfulschools.org/video/mindfulness-in-high-school-5-teachers-share-
their-story/ 4.25 min  Teachers practicing mindfulness and how it effects students. 

Question: Tell me how you could use the ideas in the video you watched in your classroom. 

 https://www.edutopia.org/blog/integrating-mindfulness-in-classroom-curriculum-giselle-
shardlow Lots of articles on mindfulness in different grade levels.  Scroll through 
them and pick one, read it, and tell me one aha! you had.  

1. Please watch one of the three videos and look at the article.  Tell me how 
you could use the ideas shown in the videos with your class.  
2.  Read an article from the last hyperlink and answer the question below it.  

https://www.edutopia.org/video/getting-ready-learn-mindfulness
https://www.mindfulschools.org/video/arrive-2/
https://www.mindfulschools.org/video/mindfulness-in-high-school-5-teachers-share-their-story/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/integrating-mindfulness-in-classroom-curriculum-giselle-shardlow


Key Elements of the Instructional Circle
 Opening Ceremony -shift gears from the pace and tone from home, recess, other 

activities.   Circle opening ceremony centers everyone to get ready for what is to come.  
Circle, say your name, and how you are feeling.

 Closing Ceremony -Prepares everyone to return to another activity or to practice the one 
they just learned.  Sometimes it just gives everyone a chance to share with the person 
next to them about what they just learned or how they will use it at home and in their 
life.  

 Talking piece can be used.  Use something that is connected to the type of circle you are 
in.  Content on the water cycle, have a bottle of water or if this is about solving a problem, 
maybe use a magnifying glass.  It sets the tone.  

 Can have a KEEPER who keeps track of the collective wisdom of the group or the KEEPER 
can be the one who makes sure the guidelines are in place as the circle instruction 
happens.

 Consensus can be a part of the circle especially if the group is deciding on a task or 
mastery



in the circle

 Storytelling requires a different type of listening –the body relaxes and settles back 
without anxiety and it mentally engages the participants 

 Storytelling is a wonderful way to instruct content

 Stories have a beginning, middle, and end.  They have sequence and they have 
characters, settings, plots, and resolutions.

 Stories can be nonfiction or informational 

 Writing is a perfect circle instruction  

 Use the inner circle to practice what learning has taken place

 Use partners on either side in the circle to bounce ideas off of or work together to come 
up with answers or ideas

 Storytelling can also be about telling the part of the content that is difficult to 
understand or the content that is easy –participants can actually learn about each other 
and be empathetic to difficulties and maybe learn how to embrace how others learn 
quickly and help those who are struggling. 



Community Building Circle

 As participants learn about each other inside the circle, they build community within the 
classroom

 Follow up circles help the participants review and ask questions.

 Showing products of mastery inside the circle gives everyone a chance to shine

 Circles create a place for participants to be motivated to put their best forward and for 
others to be present to what they have to share.



Teaching Writing in a Circle –One ELA strategy example
Angela Cox –PEASE Academy 
Taken from Circle in a Square by Nancy Riestenberg

Inspired by Nancy Atwell’s reading and writing workshop and Linda Christensen Reading, 
Writing, and Rising Up, Restorative Justice circles, and Roseanne Bane’s seven levels of 
feedback to empower writers,  Angela began her circle of instruction in an alternative school 
with 8-12th graders.

 Begin with building trust inside the circle by sharing a check in and check out circle. In 
this circle it is to say your name and share a high and low point of the day.  This helps 
establish circle norms and build community.

 After trust is built, Angela began with poetry.  

 Acrostic sentence stems

 Provided the students with thesauruses, rhyming dictionaries, correction fluid, writing tools.  

 Checking in with each student to see what they were working on and keeping track of what they 
shared with me on my clipboard.  (that made it important work where they were held 
accountable)

 Conferencing was important too.  Angela was available for them to come and confer at any time.  



 After sufficient time to create several pieces, (writing workshop) Angela asked students to read 
through their work and choose pieces they wanted feedback on.

 Copies were made of each piece they chose so that all the students in the circle would have a copy.  

 Banes seven levels of feedback was introduced.

 https://baneofyourresistance.com/2013/04/16/seven-levels-of-writing-feedback/ Students created their 
own one sheet page of the notes and details about each level.  (the red is not a task here)

 Then students were to identify at what level feedback they wanted from the group.  

 Then Angela introduced the “read around” concept.  She used a talking piece, a granite egg.  She 
told them the egg represented the potential both in each piece of writing and in each of us.  This 
talking piece was a symbol that all voices matter.  

 Students would then offer a piece of their writing.

 Title

 Important things they wanted the circle to know

 Level of feedback they wanted from the circle

 Then the piece was read, while the group made comments or marks on the copy.  

 Then the copy was given to the writer.  They could use it for a rewrite or they could use it for 
affirmation.  

https://baneofyourresistance.com/2013/04/16/seven-levels-of-writing-feedback/


Banes Feedback Loop 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4s7zStKnSAhVEOyYKHceNAZMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.houcked.com/blog/tag/feedback-loop/&psig=AFQjCNE2-P1ThF9rshFiL9rjaYd5XxnJ2A&ust=1488048998347853


Banes Seven Layers of Feedback for the Circle
https://baneofyourresistance.com/2013/04/16/seven-levels-of-writing-feedback/

Level 1

 Respondents should always begin by offering congratulations for bringing the piece to the current state of completion.

Level 2

 Next, respondents identify what they most noticed. Because respondents use what therapists call “I language” (e.g. “I was 
struck by the sensory details,” or “I really understood and resonated with the dialogue in this section” or “I felt the 
character’s grief”), there is no judgment implied about the writing.

Level 3

 Respondents ask questions and let the writer know where they want more information or details. Sincere questions 
about a character’s background or motivation

Level 4

 To highlight the strongest elements, respondents identify what they thought was particularly effective. Readers are 
encouraged to both repeat others’ responses to give greater emphasis and to disagree to reveal divergent opinions.

Level 5

 Respondents indicate the areas they think need refinement. “I think you need to improve the dialogue, especially in the 
third scene,

Level 6

 Respondents are invited to make rewrite suggestions. These are most helpful when phrased as “What if?” questions. 
“What if you move the third scene to the beginning?” Our imaginations get sparked, and we start wondering how we’d 
tackle the challenge.

Level 7

 Respondents are asked to read carefully and make line edits using standard proofreaders’ marks.

https://baneofyourresistance.com/2013/04/16/seven-levels-of-writing-feedback/


Feedback in a Circle for Writing in any Content 
Area

 https://guides.frederick.edu/c.php?g=955051&p=6891943 This is a guide for giving 
feedback in a circle.  Interesting and worth looking at.  

https://guides.frederick.edu/c.php?g=955051&p=6891943


Dylan Wiliam, author of Embedded Formative Assessment who 
says:

However, the thing that really matters in feedback is the relationship 
between the student and the teacher. . . Ultimately, when you know your 
students and your students trust you, you can ignore all the "rules" of 
feedback. Without that relationship, all the research in the world won't 
matter.

John Hattie, author of Visible Learning for Teachers: Maximizing 
Impact on Learning. 

He identifies feedback as a classroom practice with one of the highest effect 
rates on student learning and achievement. Hattie cautions that not all 
feedback is effective and that student-to-student feedback loops can also 
provide misguided feedback.  

Banes Seven Levels of Feedback are important to discuss.  Students can ask for 
the type of feedback they want or the teacher will let them know the level 
she/he will be providing.  



Starting Student Feedback Loops
Edutopia -May 15, 2015 Taylor Meredith

1. Begin With an Aim

 An aim is a learning target or essential question that is unpacked from the standards

2. Feedback Exchange

 Feedback should be specific, non-evaluative, manageable, and focused on the aim

3. Revision and Application

 In order for feedback to be effective, students must be given time to revise and apply their new 
understandings or ideas.

4. Reflection

 Closing the loop is time to reflect on the aim

Heart and Brain Feedback

 This addresses something that you liked or loved, something that really stuck with you in a positive way. 

 Related to the aim, the brain is a suggestion for specific growth, change, or improvement. 



Circle Feedback 
 There is no cross-talk or dialogue

 Writers would not answer questions about their piece or defend it.

 They would not even express gratitude for the feedback until the egg was back into their 
hands.



Results of the Writing Circle
 The circle freed up students to listen

 It built layers of meaning to the writing

 Enabled students to explore and uncover new ideas

 Writers themselves discovered aspects and elements of their own word that they had not realized 
would impact others.

 Negative comments were diffused by the time the egg went around the circle.

 Competition began among students to see which one could give the most intelligent sounding feedback 
analysis.  

 Students asked for more words to use in their feedback statements which led to teaching the literary 
elements of writing.

 As students then had the language of writing, they began to see descriptions of one person’s writing, 
metaphors or analogies others would include in their writing, dialogue was beginning to appear.

 By beginning to look at each piece of writings’ strengths, students were able to spot weak writing easily.  

 Students were taking risks and giving feedback that was positive.  

 Students began to share what they saw in each other through their writing.  They learned about each 
other by listening to the pieces.  



TASK THREE –Feedback 

After looking at the previous slides on 
feedback, tell me how you would set up a 
circle of feedback in your classroom.  It does 
not have to be about writing or ELA.  
However, it does need to be about feedback 
from peers or you.



Other Ideas from the book: Ideas for Circle Instruction

Talking Pieces in the Circle: 

 Using 3 talking pieces -One student asks a question, the other one answers the question and the 
third person tells them if they are correct or tells them the correct answer.  

 Inside Outside Circle- Use for test questions:  The inside circle poses a question and the outside 
circle answers it and if it is correct they move to the next person.  If they are wrong they get correct 
feedback immediately and move to the next person. Then they change places at the end of the 
circle.

 Criteria Setting Circle- Students share what their group will be doing to show mastery of content 
and the circle talks about what criteria the group must meet in order to show mastery.   

 MUSIC students enter, sit in circle, have one minute of silence to let everyone settle in, then the 
talking piece is sent around (black eighth note) students say their name, how they are feeling and 
then they begin the lesson.  

 Social Studies HIV Class- Class begins in a circle with the teacher posing a question:  What do you 
know about AIDS.  The talking piece goes around and students share their background knowledge.   
Teacher then has a clear understanding of where the students are to begin the unit.

 Transition Circles- What did you learn in that lesson?  What do you hope to get out of the lesson 
today?  What would you commit to doing today to make the class run smoothly?



More Circle Uses:

 Every month one school STOP DROPPED AND DIALOGUED and it was on a 
subject the entire school was focused on- maybe bullying or respect, 
friendship, cooperation

 What do you think respect means?

 What does it feel like when people disrespect you?

 Share a time when you were disrespected and how you felt..

 What does the school do well to show respect to all people here?

 What could the school do better?

 What suggestions do you have for the principal?

 What can you do to show respect?

 Then the students are divided up into 4 or 5 and they make a poster or 
bumper sticker or some other visual to show their depiction of the circle 
responses.  This is short term writing aligned with CCSS.



Our ELA Circle 
 Divide the circle 

 Title of the Story

 Students decide 

Characters                Setting

Plot                       Resolution  

The students are 
divided Into story 
elements.
Use yarn to put the 
divisions in to 
quadrants.
1. Students can use 

sticky notes or 
Index cards to tell 
about the story 
they read with a 
partner in the 
circle.

2. The students could 
get in the quadrant 
and they represent  
and hold a circle 
inside the quadrant 

3. Choose speaker for 
their answers.  

Teacher could use the 
questions on Slide 27 
on Task 4, too.  



Elements of a Story FIT NONFICTION, ALSO.

Science-Learning about whales and their death along the coastline.   In the circle, using the 

Character 
Whales 

Setting 
Ocean along the 
coast

Plot 
Whale being killed by oil, 
boat engine fans 

End 
What you learned or 
how it resolved. 

Students in a circle.  Each quadrant of the circle discusses each story element then shares out to the circle.



Math Circle Ideas.

 https://nrich.maths.org/mathscircle Math Circle activities for students 

 https://www.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=6515648543&adGroup=81050270871&gclid=Cj0KC
QiAkNiMBhCxARIsAIDDKNV1bpM-
De4insAg431KB2BoPSH2oOrrpvkkYrEJ624KUdpNeVNJ1DMaAr2REALw_wcB Ideas to use inside the 
circle by grade level.  Divide the circle into 5 small circles, place the problem on a sheet of paper.  
Students work together to figure it out.  Share out answers and different ways to solve it. 

Teaching in a circle or any geometric shape you put 
students into is a learning experience that is engaging.
Even moving into a shape, circle, or group gets the brain
excited about the novelty and movement.  

https://nrich.maths.org/mathscircle
https://www.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=6515648543&adGroup=81050270871&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkNiMBhCxARIsAIDDKNV1bpM-De4insAg431KB2BoPSH2oOrrpvkkYrEJ624KUdpNeVNJ1DMaAr2REALw_wcB


Science and Social Studies in a Circle.

Activity 1: Describe A to Z in a Circle 

 This one works perfectly at the start or the end of a unit (or both!), depending on how you use 
it. Regardless of the unit’s topic, there is some broad concept at its core: slavery, democracy, 
civil rights, war, etc. On the first day, assign each student a letter of the alphabet, and have 
them think of a word that starts with that letter based on what they already know or think they 
know about the concept. It can be a great discussion starter as well as formative assessment of 
students’ mindsets.

 Alternatively, at the end of the unit assign (or reassign) all the letters and have students select a 
word based on what they have learned. If you recorded words at the start of the unit this is a 
great way to show them their growth.

Activity 2: What’s the Password? In a Circle  

 Using the Academic Vocabulary in your lesson of Science or Social Studies

 Teacher whispers a vocabulary word into the ears of the students.  Students put that word 
written clearly on an index card.  Then they place the index cards in the middle of the circle face 
down.  Then the teacher messes them up so they do not know what card they placed down. 

 Students then go in pairs to pick up a word apiece.  They go back into the circle and discuss 
these words.  Then they have to go in the middle of the circle and act out one of the words. 



Use this activity with any content.  

Activity 3: Roll the Dice-Get great big dice that can be rolled out in the middle of the circle.  

This could be a formal review game in small groups, or an on-the-fly bell ringer or exit activity with 
a couple selected student in front of the class. Designate each number of a die to a different task 
related to the concept you are covering. Then, challenge students to roll the dice. Let students 
come into the middle and roll the dice.  Maybe the one who has the next birthday coming up.  
Maybe the one who showed grit in a difficult homework lesson.  Then what ever number comes up 
on the dice, everyone has to do that number with the person next to them.  Teacher walks outside 
of the circle and listens.  

Here’s one option:

 1 = define the concept

 2 = describe an example of the concept

 3 = provide a synonym of the concept

 4 = provide an anonym of the concept

 5 = draw a picture of the concept

 6 = act out the concept

 Have the other students guess the term. This is a super easy and interactive way to get them 
talking about concepts from all sorts of angles.



Another Activity in a Circle for Any Content 
Activity 4: Shape the Learning

 Stash a pack of pipe cleaners or tiny tubs of playdough in your cupboards. Challenge students in pairs or small 
circles to create something three-dimensional that represents what they have learned. For example, have students 
shape the one prized possession an Ellis Island immigrant may have packed in their suitcase. Or, an object that 
represents a right from the Bill of Rights. Endless possibilities!

Activity 6: Pick an Object

 Stash a basket in your classroom with a random assortment of inanimate objects: a basketball, paper clip, lip gloss, 
sticky notes pad, measuring cup, whatever! Bring it out every once in a while in a circle setting, and have students 
connect what they have learned to one of the objects. Or ask students which object most represents their 
understanding at that moment of the lesson or unit, whether it is a mid-unit check-in, or the day before a big 
project is due. Occasionally change out the objects to keep things interesting.

Activity 7: This or That

 This is as great bell ringer, exit ticket, or mid-class formative check. Pose a forced choice or a “yes” or “no” question 
and designate each side of the circle with masking tape as the answers. Students walk to the side of the circle to 
express their answer. Once there, challenge students to collaborate and share out the strongest reason for their 
answer, ask a question of the other side, offer a rebuttal, etc. This is so powerful that I will find myself gesturing to 
the sides of the rooms for the whole rest of the unit when revisiting the topic.

 Questions can be as specific as asking about a certain primary source: “Do you agree or disagree with the political 
cartoonist’s message?”

 Or questions can be central to your whole unit: “Was President Jackson a Common Man or an elitist?” This kind of 
question is great to revisit a couple of times throughout the unit to see if students’ most recent learning causes 
them to change their position. Very powerful!

https://www.amazon.com/Play-Doh-Party-Dough-assorted-colors/dp/B01J7WB866/


Use this activity with any content. 

Activity 8: Walk the Line

 Mark the circle with a taped into 2.  Mark one side 100% or Absolutely Yes, mark the 
other 0% or Absolutely No. One the lines mark numbers 1-10 and leave space for a 
person to stand on that number. 

 Have students express their answer by heading to the spot along the continuum line 
that represents their feeling and students can quantify their answers:

 “How well did President Hoover address the problems of the Great Depression during 
his administration?”

 “How democratic is the Electoral College?”

 If students need help identifying amount qualifiers (and most do!), this continuum 
line word wall is a game changer! I couldn’t imagine teaching without up in my 
classroom.

10    9    8     7    6    5    4    3   2     1  Absolutely No

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Argument-Qualifier-Writing-and-Critical-Thinking-Continuum-Line-5221169


Use this activity with any content. 
Activity 11: Six-Word Novel

 As the story goes, Ernest Hemingway was challenged to write a six-word novel. He came 
up with: “For sale: baby shoes, never worn.”

 While this activity could be used in a variety of contexts, I like using it at the end of a unit. 
Particularly in my immigration unit, where we study how to examine history through 
storytelling.

 I assign students numbers 1-6 as they sit in the circle.  Their challenge is to write a 6 word 
novel for one of the immigrant groups we’ve studied and then for immigrant story as a 
whole. So, so powerful. Let the 1-6 circle up in their own circle and come up with their 
novel.  Then go around the circle and share them out.  

 Put them on colored paper and display them in the room or hallway. 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/six-word-story_n_5332833
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/US-History-PBL-Unit-Immigration-the-American-Dream-3332335


How to use the ELA Story Elements in a Circle

Place tape to make 4 distinct areas.  

The students that sit in the Character Square must tell about the characters in the story.  

 Teacher could have pictures of the characters, names of the characters, or symbols of the characters.

 Teacher could have questions about the characters?

 What character showed the most empathy for other characters? Name the character and find in the story that 
made you think they were the most empathetic.

 What character are you most like?  Find in the story that supports why you think they are most like you.

 What character changed the most in the story? Where in the story did it make you think this?

 Was there any character you were concerned about? Why were you concerned?  What happened to make you feel 
this way?

 Was there any character that reminded you of someone that you know? Why did that character make you think of 
this other person?

What are some other questions that you have used that require 
higher order thinking?



TASK FOUR This circle breaks into other circles 

Copy of Cinderella https://www.readinga-z.com/book.php?id=2991

15 min. to read the fairy tale

The circle is divided into 4’s.  The first part of the pie will be addressing the characters in the story.

2nd pie-Setting

3rd pie-Plot

4th pie-Resolution 

Get with your pie partners and pull your chairs into a smaller circle.

CHECK POINTS:  Please answer these questions below.  Explain your answer, please. 

 Do students know how to annotate when they read?  If they have the questions, that will give them some ideas 
of what to highlight or underline.  What annotations do you use?

 If they don’t have the questions, do they know how to pick out the main characters and the details about them 
that are facts and implied.?  Have you studied inferencing?

 Do they know how to figure out the setting and what the setting encompasses?  Do they know that a story can 
change by the different settings?  Has setting been discussed with students and how it can change the whole 
plot?

 Do they know the PLOT line in a story?  Can they identify when the problem begins and when the climax 
happens?  Do they know the story line  with the story elements?

 Do they know resolution means RESOLVE?  Do they know that sometimes stories end without resolution and 
they have to infer it?  

https://www.readinga-z.com/book.php?id=2991


Story Elements Pie
Character Pie 

Tell about all the main characters in the story.

 Name them

 Describe their personalities?

 Why do they act the way they do?

Setting Pie

 How many different settings are in the story?

 What era is the story in?

 How does the setting provide details for the story plot?

 Could this story happen in 2017?

Plot Pie 

 Tell the entire PLOT sequence in this story? Use a timeline….

Resolution Pie

 How was this story resolved?

 What can we all learn from it?

 Can any part of the resolution be used in our real lives today?

These questions
should be given
to each group.



Entire Circle Share with a Glass Slipper as the 
Talking Piece 

Every one share how this story could impact their 
lives

Could it impact differently for girls or boys?

What issues do we experience in 2021 that were in this 
story?

Do story elements impact the story?



Higher Order Questioning 



TASK FIVE –Using the previous slide, use Cinderella or 
another Content and build 4 questions that go from 
literal to inferential that you can use in a circle.

Look back at the Bloom’s Ladder or the DOK chart to word your questions.

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4. 



Positive, Corrective, and 
Quick Feedback 

Feedback for Learning
It is more than a praise, it is praise with a 
purpose.

Praise the effort, the learning, the memory, the 
collaboration, the use of new learning etc.,.

“Noah, your collaborative effort with your 
partner on this assignment was outstanding. I 
would like for you to sit in on another partner 
collaborative and model some of the language 
you learned in class with the partners you join.  
I believe it would support them and they would 
hear some of the sentence starters you used 
with your partner.”

Teacher gave praise and specific area and even 
asked for their support to another partner 
collaborative.  



Feedback Ideas

These are useful words, but students need more
for learning.  Use these words and add the 
element you are praising.  “Maria, I am impressed
with how you persevered and edited your piece 
of writing and made it brilliant.”  



Example- Students will show mastery of Unit  

Students are in a circle.  The group presenting, steps inside the circle to show mastery. 

Title –The American Civil War 

 Characters:  Abraham Lincoln, Robert Anderson, Jefferson Davis , Pierre Beauregard, 

 Setting:  Fort Sumter on the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina –April 12, 1861

 Plot:  Slavery was one of the reasons that the Southern states broke away from the Union in 1861 
and formed a new country called the Confederacy.  Confederate Army fired on a ship bringing 
supplies into the Union soldiers.  The ship turned away.  Jefferson Davis sent in Beauregard and 
they fired on the fort.  The war began.  Union troops left.  Confederate troops did not have enough 
people or supplies to keep fighting and the union solders took back Fort Sumter in 1865.  

 Resolution:  The war ended on April 9, 1865.  The Union leaders met at Ft. Sumter on April 14 and 
raised the American flag to show that the country was united again. 

Students could just tell the story inside the circle or they could have done a more elaborate product 
with puppets, costumes, sound effects, etc.,.   



Task Six Let’s watch and see-What does it mean to be an American  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wObh-OecN68 9 min High School video to watch 

 This is how you could use what you saw in their classroom in a circle with your students?

 Note in the center of the circle.- Use the same technique as the teacher only at your grade level.

 Then write in their  journals about what they know about the Declaration of Independence.

 Share with person next to you first.  

 Then share their 2-3 minute writings inside the circle with a talking piece, maybe a rolled up scroll symbolizing the 
Declaration.

 Then the instructor will provide some knowledge about the historical aspects of the Declaration break up.  

 Some questions can be posed from the lesson and the talking piece can be sent around

 A sample question might be:  What if the government made you pay taxes as a child on your allowance or what you  made doing 
odd jobs for neighbors-Babysitting, raking leaves, mowing yards,  What could you do to fight this?  

 What if the only people who could fight this were white males.  No females or other ethnic groups were allowed a voice?

 Then hand out one part of document and let them annotate that part .  Then share out what they annotated in the circle.  Teacher
will be surprised to see if students  understood what annotating meant and if they can do it.  

Your Question is- How could you turn this lesson into one your classroom could use?  No matter what 
grade level you teach, you could adapt this lesson for instruction in a circle.  Please write it out how 
you would adapt for you.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wObh-OecN68


Inside the circle, let students share out after the questions with a talking piece.

The students could form a 4 person group in the circle to discuss these questions and then share out 
when they form to larger circle again.  

 Do you feel the Fore Fathers of our Country did a good job at framing the Declaration of Independence?

 Do you think that rules are necessary and have to be abided by?

 What would happen if our Freedom of Speech would be taken from us?





Example of an End of the Lesson in the Circle
Debrief in Social Studies 

 Hand out index cards and have each person fold them in half like a hamburger.

 Have students write down how this lesson affected them as Americans on one side and as 
American students their age on the other side?

Then ask the students if their answers were similar to being an American or as an American 
student their age?  Do they really have Freedom of Speech?  Can they bear arms?  Let them 
discuss age and how it affects rights and privileges.



Another Activity 
 The circle could be divided in half and students could hold a debate.

 One side would be the American Drafters of the Declaration of Independence and the other 
side could be the King of England and his spokespeople who defend his taxation and control.   
Students can use any of their sources to show evidence of their debate. 

Framers of the Constitution King George III

Taxation without consent Believed his right to rule came from God.

People have the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.

King refuses to assent to laws.  

Holding legislative meetings in unusual, 
uncomfortable, and distant places.   

Fatiguing the English governors so they could not 
argue and be at the meetings.  

Right of transparency in governing King dissolved representation for opposing with many 
firmness to his policies. 

Soldiers made life difficult in the colonies and limited 
their freedom. 

King kept soldiers as a “standing army” to guard 
against French and Indian aggression.  

Colonists were against the Justice Act where colonists 
could be killed by a British soldier and escape trial 

King said they would be tried in front of a friendlier 
English Court.  



Look at the Declaration of Independence    Handout from ReadWorks.com

The red is not a task.  

 In the circle, this could be a choral read.
 It could be leveled with student friendly words.  ReadWorks.org could help. It 

has every content and leveled work inside it.    

 It could be handed out in pieces to be read.

 It could be a partner read.

Each student could have the annotated version to read with a partner.

ANOTHER RESOURCE-This might show up in your browser after you click on it. 
Look in Google or what browser you use and it should be there. 

https://www.mooreschools.com/cms/lib/OK01000367/Centricity/Domain/34/C
ELEBRATE%20FREEDOM/Celebrate%20Freedom%20Week%20lesson%20Plans.p
df

Worksheets should be used less frequently.  Use them for formative assessment 
or partner or group the worksheet that different groups do part of the 
worksheet, then they work with another group to check answers and then they 
present the answers in whole group.  

ReadWorks.org
https://www.mooreschools.com/cms/lib/OK01000367/Centricity/Domain/34/CELEBRATE%20FREEDOM/Celebrate%20Freedom%20Week%20lesson%20Plans.pdf


TASK SEVEN  This is a task 
Please send me a picture of a  worksheet you used in 
class.  Then tell how this worksheet could be completed 
inside a circle. 
1.  Tell how you would separate it to partners or small 
groups.
2.  List the instructions you give to the students.
3.  How could you differentiate the worksheet for 
students who are not on grade level?

If you don’t have a worksheet, use either one on the next 
slide.  



You can use the next slides of worksheets if you have none.

Younger Student Worksheets



Older 
Student
Worksheets



Other Circle Activities for K-3
 Michael Heggerty Phonemic Awareness could be done in the circle. (sounds of the English Language)

 Phonics instruction could be done in the circle: 

 ABC recognition (Capital and Lower Case)

 How many letters are in this word?

 How many sounds are in this word?

 Is the vowel long or short?

 Blend the sounds to make the word.   

 High Frequency words account for 25% of the words in print.   These are words that appear most often in text.  

 Sight words account for over 50% of the words in print.  These are the words students recognize by sight and do 
not have to spend time on comprehending them .

 Fry phrases put sight words and high frequency words together to make sense.  Use these in the circle. 

 Syllable units can be used inside the circle.  Using different rules and practicing them with white boards to hold 
up in the circle.  Onset and Rime – Open and Closed - Quick assessment for the teacher.    

 Phonograms –letter or series of letters that stand for a sound, syllable or series of sounds without meaning. –ay, -
ack, -ill- etc.,  

Reference is from Teaching Phonics and Word Study in Intermediate Grades by Wiley  Blevins 

Use the middle of the circle for modeling
Put activity pieces under chairs
Also use string or yarn to circle the content



TASK EIGHT –Look at this PDF on the website 
below.  

https://www.edutopia.org/article/using-circle-practice-classroom

Using Circle Practice in the Classroom

1.  What can you take from this information on circles and use 
inside your classroom?

2.  Be specific, please.  They give lots of hyperlinks in blue to look at. 

https://www.edutopia.org/article/using-circle-practice-classroom


Any grade level and any content can be used 
with the circle format.

 NOVEL in an HOUR  or chapter in a class period.  Next slide info

 Quick assessment for teacher-Shout out, white board, clickers, hand clappers, flag raising, 
finger up or down, stand up or sit down

 Math facts

 Math –word problem break down

 Social studies- Reenactments, timelines, stand up, value line in the center of the circle

 Science-steps in an experiment, ethic issues, article discussion, class debrief, experiment 
in the center of the circle

What can you add?



Novel in an Hour 
 Choose a novel with at least 12-15 chapters.  For lower grades-at least 15-30 pages in a picture book.

 Give each student a chapter/chapters to read or pages.  Young students can use just a 4 square for drawing.  

 As they read, they will fill in a large poster board paper that is divided into these questions.

Title CHARACTERS SETTING

PLOT PREDICTION OF THE NEXT 
CHAPTER

MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THE 
CHAPTER

DRAW OR USE SYMBOLS THAT 
GIVE THE MEANING TO THE 
CHAPTER  

How does this novel affect your 
world or life?



Novel in an Hour Continued 2

When all students are finished, they sit in a circle and start with Chapter 1 in sequence.

Each chapter shares their Poster.  You will see kids saying “oh, that is why that happened or I get it now”

The last question is for the last square in the poster:  How does this novel affect your world today?  

If you have a large class, two people might read the same chapter and present to boards or one if 
desired.

If you have a small class, someone might have to read two short chapters.

It is fun to leave the last chapter and everyone reads it to find out the end.  

THE advantage of this strategy is getting through more novels and more ideas throughout the year.

Chapters in a textbook could be comprehended in this way.  The chapter can be chunked for getting 
through the material that is not as important and not needed for every student to comprehend or not 
needed to get the mastery of the chapter.  



TASK NINE - Why would a circle be a better way to 
teach than in front of the room and kids in the back  

How could you use circles in your classroom?

Give me at least two ideas, Please.  



Task TEN Circle up by yourself.

How will this presentation change your 
instruction inside your classroom?

Will you try it once and see???????



Please submit all of your task answers and pre/post test together in one document to
prestonb@roe39.org

Make sure you put name and title of training 

When you send the task answers to me, I will send feedback to you and mark
you as completed.  You will then get an email with an evaluation that you have to 
fill out and after you submit it, you will get another email with your prof. learning hours.

Hopefully, you will consider the circle a place where you can instruct, practice, assess, relax, 
collaborate, debate, or just be present.  

For Participating 

mailto:prestonb@roe39.org
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