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"Love and charity, are service, helping others, 
serving others. There are many people who spend 
their lives in this way, in the service of others.… 
When you forget yourself and think of others, this is 
love!  This is being a "Point of Light."

2021 
Point of Light

Award
Mark and Jan Bieker received the 2021 Point of Light award.  Mark is a 1980 graduate of Thomas More Prep, 
and Jan is a 1976 graduate of Dodge City High School and a 1982 graduate of Wichita State University.  They 
have one child Melissa (Bieker) Pinkney, a 2004 graduate of TMP-Marian and teacher at TMP-M since 2008, 
who is married to Jeff Pinkney.  Mark is self-employed in the oil and gas industry and Jan retired after a 32 year 
career as a physical therapist.  Mark has served 12 years on the Endowment Board, assisted with the bierock 
sales and helped with past breakfast fundraisers.  Both were ACE co-chairs, Sports and Fine Arts booster 
members, and co-chairs for the annual Chili Supper for St. Joseph Elementary School.  Four generations of 
family have, and are attending TMP-Marian.  They are Charles Bieker 1958 (SJMA), Mark Bieker 1980 (TMP), 
Melissa (Bieker) Pinkney 2004, and their grandchildren Carson Pinkney 2027 and future Monarchs Caden 
Pinkney 2029 and Nora Pinkney 2031. Mark & Jan 

Bieker

Kraig & Laure 
Gross

Vernon Gross

Mark & Cindy 
Washburn

Kraig and Laure Gross received the 2021 Point of Light award.  Kraig is a 1978 Thomas More Prep graduate 
and earned a degree in accounting from Ft. Hays State University.  He is President of Kansas Natural Gas.  
Laure is a 1977 Victoria High School graduate and earned a degree in business from FHSU.  They have two 
children, Kara 2000 (Gross) Denton and Derick Gross 2003.  Kara is married to Shawn Denton, who is a TMP-M 
faculty member. Derick is married to Colleen (Loo) Gross.  Kraig and Laure have five grandchildren, two 
currently attending Holy Family Elementary School.  Kraig has served on the TMP-M finance committee, the 
Endowment board, was a Sports Booster Club officer and continues to sell tickets for the Sports Booster Club 
raffle.  Laure has served as a Eucharistic Minister and on the St. Joseph Parish Council.  Kraig and Laure were 
past co-chairs of ACE, active in Sports Booster Club and continue to support both Thomas More Prep-Marian 
and Holy Family Elementary.  

Vernon Gross received the 2021 Point of Light award.  He attended Schoenchen High School and served in 
the U.S. Army in Korea from 1952-1954.  Vern married Jeannie Riedel on June 11, 1955 and they have three 
children, Steve, Scott and Stephanie (Garlow) Gross.  Additionally, they have five grandchildren, John, Shandi, 
Cj (Hathaway) Lehr, Sophia and Juliet and three great-grandchildren, Holden and Avery Gross and Louisa 
Hathaway.  Vern worked in the oil field trucking business for 40 years and has been employed by Thomas 
More Prep-Marian since 2006.  He takes care of the kitchen, dining room and fills in the rest of his time 
cleaning floors, painting and general maintenance.  He served as an usher at St. Joseph Catholic Church for 
29 years and is a member of the 4th Degree Knights of Columbus.  Vern's work ethic is admired by all and he 
received an honorary TMP-M High School diploma for his years of dedication and service in the maintenance 
and grounds department.

Mark and Cindy Washburn received the 2021 Point of Light award.  Mark graduated from Hoxie High School 
in 1975 and has a BS in Business Administration from Fort Hays State University.  He is a business owner and 
entrepreneur specializing in sales.  Cindy graduated from Marian High School in 1973.  She completed a BS 
degree in Elementary Education in 1977 from FHSU.  Cindy retired after 39 years as an educator for St. Joseph 
School/Holy Family Elementary.  They are active members of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish.  Mark and 
Cindy helped establish the baseball/softball complex at TMP-M, served on the Sports Booster Club and Mark 
served on the budget committee for Catholic schools, and Cindy on the TMP-M Alumni Board.  Cindy is part 
of a five generation family attending Hays Catholic Schools starting with her grandmother Mathilda (Dinges) 
Karlin, in the first graduating class of 1921 of GCHS.  Her father, Irvin Karlin was a 1942 graduate of SJMA and 
received the Point of Light Award in 1997.  Mark and Cindy have one son, Dustin 2004 and his wife Emily and 
two grandchildren, Tessa and Rudy, who attend HFE.  They have been co-chairs of ACE auction and served 
on the ACE procurement committee and their service is beyond compare from working concessions, taking 
tickets, serving lunch, to being a host family for boarder students at TMP-Marian.  
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  ACE 2021 wrapped up as a huge success.  A grand total of $776,703.23 
was raised with $356,153.23 going towards school budget assistance, 
$4,000.00 allotted to the Alumni Association for restricted expenses and 
$416,550.00 going to cover the cost of new pavement.  There will be an 
additional payment of $15,000.00 in January that has been included in 
these totals for the pavement project.  Thank you from the very bottom of 
our hearts for everyone's generosity and kindness!

   ACE 2022 planning is already in the works... ACE hosts and hostesses have 
been selected and are Ray and Olivia '93 (Neuburger) Becker and Jeff & 
Kathleen '90 (Emmot) Vahling.  The theme will be Monarch Monopoly 
- Rich in Blessings.  This will be the first year for a new decorating 
committee spearheaded by Michelle '97 (Hertel) Schlyer.  We are excited 
to see what they design and appreciate their help and enthusiasm.  If you 
would like to join this committee, please contact Michelle through the 
alumni office.  It is with extreme gratitude that we thank Joyce '70 Dinges, 
Irvin '68 & Terry Leiker and their crew for their 30+ years of service to 
the auction.  Joyce and Irvin plan to continue volunteering in the alumni/
advancement office and helping with the auction preparation and setup, 
just not in a leadership role.  Each auction is a major event requiring 
over 100+ volunteers.  We encourage alumni, parents and friends who 
do not plan on attending as a guest to consider volunteering their time 
and talents to this event.

   It is our best intention to host an in-person auction this year with a 
combination of a live and online auction.  There will be a mixture of items 
sold online prior to the regular auction and then the majority of the higher 
valued items will be sold 'live' at the auction on Saturday, April 30, 2022 
with the return of our auctioneers, Jason Schneider, John Kisner and crew.  

   The ACE Preview Party on Friday, April 29, 2022 will also return, but the 
hours will be changed to run from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  There will be a Hays 
Chamber Chat on this day to kick off the online bidding and open house.

   Plans are already in the works to incorporate a smorgasbord of different 
types of cuisine to tempt your tastebuds in keeping with the theme by 
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offering a variety of ethnic foods from around the Monopoly board.  We 
want to bring everyone back to attending the auction in person and can 
promise ACE 2022 will be new, unique and so much fun!

   More details will be mailed out in January, 2022 with the Auction letter, 
donation form and raffle tickets.  Please  consider donating an item(s), 
cash donations, purchasing raffle tickets, becoming a PENNY DONOR 
(capped amount for ACE 2022 is $2,700.00) or making a donation to our 
specialty Item #60.  Please respond promptly to the January ACE mailing, 
as there will be a limited number of tickets available and they will be sold 
strictly first come first serve.  Ticket price will return to $100 per person 
for regular seating, $200 per person for VIP seating.  For the first time, 
we will be selling a special table by "live bidding only" at the auction that 
will replace the auctioneer's VIP table for the 2023 auction.  At the 2022 
auction, tickets for this table will still be $300 per person.
 

  Item #60 will be announced in the January ACE mailing.  We have several 
great options that we are looking at and will let you know when a final 
decision is made.  Some of the most popular items follow.  Sixth grade will 
be moved from Holy Family Elementary to TMP-Marian in the very near 
future and there will be costs associated with this move as we prepare 
classrooms, equipment, supplies and teachers for the addition of these 
new students on the third floor.  Also, we are completing phase one of the 
pavement project this summer and will need to begin raising the funds 
to move forward with the next phase for new pavement in the parking 
lots.  Both of these projects are time sensitive and very important.  By 
adding 6th grade to TMP-Marian, this will free up some much needed 
space at HFE for the additional space for K-5 and put us sync with the 
public schools that break between grade school and middle school after 
5th grade.  Most of all - your prayers are needed for the continued success 
of your alma mater!  We truly feel that this is God's school and His work is 
so important.  Tomorrow's leaders are today's students and we continue 
to work hard to prepare them to lead and serve their community in His 
holy name.  It is not easy being a teacher and we truly appreciate the hard 
work and dedication displayed by the faculty and staff at Thomas More 
Prep-Marian.



New Format:  Due to such an increase in family obituaries, 
we have decided to list only the deceased alumni in this 
section of the Monogram in a shortened format.  The 
deceased will be listed on the first line, their spouse and 
children listed next and siblings afterwards if there are 
alumni in the mix.  If a "†" follows a name, that person 
listed is also deceased.  For a full obituary, please go to 
tmp-m.org/deceased.

†   Deceased Alumni  †
   1946 - Bernice (Ruder) Unrein passed away 7-17-21.
Spouse:  Francis †; Children:  Keith, Marybeth, Kevin and 
Robin
   1948 - Charlene (Walters) Weigel passed away 8-9-21.
Spouse:  Donald '48 †; Children:  Kathleen, Karen, Donald, 
and Dennis.   
   1949 - Sylvenus "Sy" Wasinger passed away 12-11-19.
Spouse:  Norma;  Children:  Phyllis
   1950-'52C - Marshall J. Fletcher died 9-11-2019.
Spouse:  Patricia; Children: Merita and Bill
   1950 - Brian Rhoades died June 2021.
   1951 - Alfreda (Wiesner) Karlin died 6-5-21.  
Spouse:  Wilfric '43 †; John '81 and Ruth '83
   1952 - Sister Judith Schmidt passed away 9-10-21.
Siblings - Thomas '57 †, Inez †, Phyllis '62 †, Pamela '66 †, 
Marla '69 and Donna '73
   1953SP - Petronilla "Nellie" Giebler died on 8-4-21.
Spouse:  Harold '45 †; Children:  Cecilia, Rose '75, Teresa, 
Barbara and Andrew '85
   1954 - Adrian H. Streit passed away 2-6-21.
Children:  Brenda, Deborah, Rhonda, Mark, Jody, Kenneth 
† and Rachel †
Siblings - Victor '47 †, Gwendolyn †, Duane †, Joseph '64, 
James '65 and Eugene '67 †
   1956 - Arden Knobbe died 8-7-21.
Spouse:  Virginia; Children:  Leta and Rita
   1957 - Mary (Dreiling) Desmarteau passed away 9-8-21.
Spouse:  Duane †, Children:  Mike, Mark, Monte and Marty
Siblings - Barb †, Peggy '60 †, Jane '69 † and Tim '72
   1957 - Patricia (Ross) Engel Needy passed away 7-19-21.
Spouse:  Robert; Children: Craig and Lynn †
Spouse:  Dan; Stepchildren:  Crystal and Tami
Siblings - Shirley †, Bette †, Walter '65 †, Jeanine and 
Marilyn

   1959 - Eugene "Gene" Urban died 9-14-21.
Spouse:  Judith '61  (Walters); Children:  Jennifer, Jessica, 
Michael, Brian and Eric
   1960 - Clarita (Pelzel) Dinkel died 7-23-21.
Spouse:  Melvin; Children:  Bill '81 and Chris '84
   1960 - Joann (Hammerschmidt) Shapiro died 7-23-21.
Spouse:  Jerome †; Children:  William
   1961 - Lee O'Neil died 4-24-21.
Spouse:  Rickie Allen; Children:  Erin and Erica
Spouse:  Terry Maple; Stepchildren:  Kerry and Sherry
   1961 - Lucida "Luci" (Walters) Sullivan died 7-24-21.
Spouse:  Terrance; Children:  Jill, Jeffrey, Ryan and Carrie †
 1963 - Stephen Hart passed away 10-30-21.
Spouse:  Mary; Children:  Lisa and John
Stepchildren: Cody, Brandon, Shiloh and Chelsie
Siblings:  Barbara, Joe, Delia, James † and MaryAnn †
   1964 - Donald "Don" Boucher died 8-21-21.
Spouse: Mary; Children: Tom, Rebecca, Monica, Mandy 
and Matthew
   1965 - Francis Bieker passed away 12-16-20.
Spouse:  Sheila '65 (Wiesner); Children:  Jacqueline, Tony 
†, Jill and Wesley
Siblings: Tommy '68 †, Jeanette '69, Stanley †, Stevie †, 
Dean, Kenny, Janice '80 and Danny
   1966 - Pamela (Schmidt) Shaffer died 7-29-21.
Spouse:  Warren; Children:  Zachary and Leah
Siblings:  Thomas '57 †, Phyllis '62 †, Sr. Judith '52 †, Marla  
'69, and Donna '73
   1966 - Eileen (Heier) Yeager died 10-2-21.
Children:  Julie, Shannon and Troy †
   1967 - Cindy (Lang) Stillwagoner passed away 8/25/21.
Spouse:  Richard; Children:  Marc and Rebecca
   1970 - Jen (Leiker) Nash died 9-18-21.
Sibling - Michelle '75
   1978 - Mark Speier died 7-4-21
Children:  Alexandria and Rebecca
Siblings: Tim, Kathy '70 †, David '74 †
   1984 - James "Dan" Kohl passed away 10-3-21
Spouse:  Tina;  Children:  Russ and Faith
Siblings- Rick '85 and Scott '91
   1998 - Tonya (Bittel) Sweat passed away 9-21-21
Spouse:  Shawn;  Children: Ryan and Hannah
Parents:  Marvin '70 and Mary Bittel

6

Remembering Our Deceased...
 We know you are always here in our hearts.

We miss you and the loved ones 
that went before you so very much.

Rest in PEACE dear friends.
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 Mr. B, as he is known around TMP-M, currently teaches 
Geometry, Algebra 2, Trigonometry/Analysis and Calculus 
in his 9th year at TMP-Marian.  Prior to that, Mr. Befort 
taught seven years at Rexford-Golden Plains, four years 
at Copeland/South Gray, a year at Holcomb, two years 
at LaCrosse, eight years at Weskan followed by two 
years as superintendent in Plainview, CO, three years 
superintendent at Otis-Bison before retiring from public 
schools with five years teaching in the Larned Juvenile 
Correctional Facility.  He also coached football, cross 
country, basketball, wrestling, track, golf and Scholars' 
Bowl periodically over those years.
 While at TMP-M, Mr. Befort has assisted fellow math 
teacher, Melissa Schoepf, in winning the FHSU Math 
Relays in 2017 and 2019 and assisted boys golf coach, 
Bryan VonFeldt, for four years, qualifying for state three 
times.  Mr. Befort was the head coach of the girls' golf 
team for four years, finishing runner up as a team in 
2015 and 2016 and 6th place in 2017 and 2018.  The Lady 
Monarch golfers were best known for having two different 
golfers win an individual state golf title---Karee '18 Dinkel 
in 2015 at Cheney and Hsiang "Shannen" '19 Chin 2019 
at Smoky Hill Country Club in Hays in 2017.  One of Jake's 
favorite memories at TMP-M was walking along with Chin 
for that 8 hour round and having Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. 
Capuchin, Jake's former golf coach at TMP, keeping score 
for Shannen's group.
 Jake and his wife Mitzi have been married for 27 years 
and live in Bison, Kansas.  They have two grown children 
--- Amy Davidson, who lives with her husband Michael in 
Russell and Ryan, who lives with his wife, Sarah, in Holton.  

They have two grandchildren, Gemma Davidson, who is 2 
years old and Liam Befort who is 1 ½ years old.  Mr. Befort 
grew up in Munjor, KS with parent's Earl and Mary Ann and 
a younger brother Lyle '83 Befort.  The Befort family lived 
on the same block as Greg '74 Korbe's family.
 Mr. Befort likes to read, lift weights and go jogging as well 
as playing a lot of internet golf.  Jake completed marathons 
(26.2 miles) in Wichita in 1999 and 2004, Goodland in 2001 
and Olathe in 2003.  In 2006 and 2007, Mr. B ran in the 
Hays Med half-marathon. He will still show up near TMP-M 
XC practice to remind the team that running is a lifelong 
activity.
 Mr. Befort can often be found helping his math students 
well before and after school.  Nearly all the math topics 
taught are geared toward ACT Test preparation.  The 
mathematics at TMP-M can usually be challenging enough 
to have students put in extra time trying to figure it out.  
It frequently takes hard work, patience and much practice 
before conquering a topic in an advanced class.  Mr. B 
likes to call that process "getting your experience", which 
irritates most of his students to no end!
 One thing that Jake is particularly proud of is the fact that  
there are six former or current students at TMP-Marian 
who are either teaching mathematics or on their way to 
becoming math teachers.  

'In the Spotlight'
Jake '77 Befort
Teacher, Coach & Service

   Remembering Our Deceased...
   1999 - Brian (BJ) Solt passed away 9-29-21.
Parents:  Janet and Ronald, Sibling: Brandon
   2010 - Andrew Heimann passed away 9-21-21.
Spouse:  Elizabeth; Children:  Eli and Landry
Siblings - Scott '12, Joe '15, Jeff '21, Natalie '07 and
Bridget '17

 While we strive to be as accurate as possible with our 
"Deaths" and "Class Notes" section of the Monogram, 
mistakes do happen.  Please let us know if we have made 
one and we will put a correction if needed in the next issue.  
Our sincere apologies and thank you for understanding.
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H.L. "Pat" 1923 & Ethel Ryan 
Family

Gem, Kansas
Margaret - Rose - Mary  

Thomas 1962 - Laurence 1964 - James 1967 
William 1968 - Terrance 1970 - Elizabeth 1972 

Donald 1974 - Jerold 1975

(Above L-R) Thomas '62, Donald '74, Terrance '70, Jerold 
'75, William '68, Laurence '64 & James '67, seated Ethel & 
Pat '23 Ryan. This photo was taken at the Ramada Inn in 
Hays at Pat's 50-year class reunion in 1973.  His youngest 
two sons had not yet graduated from Thomas More Prep.

(Below)  Not quite everyone in the family is included in this 
photo, since there are 5-6 missing, but this is the legacy 
that Pat and Ethel Ryan created.

   How does a farmer from north of Gem, KS in Rawlins 
County, in the days of the depression and the decade 
preceding manage to attend Hays Catholic College (HCC) 
along with his four brothers?    That is exactly what H.L. 
'Pat' 1923 Ryan and his brothers, Mark J. 1919, Thomas 
A. 1920, Michael A. 1920, and J. Leo 1925 did.  Some how 
their parents Thomas Patrick and Margaret (Fleming) Ryan 
felt a good Catholic education was important and made 
many sacrifices in order to send their sons to Hays Catholic 
College.  The average cost in 1923 for one student per year 
was $181.00 which included tuition, fees, room and board.  
Their sisters Mary, Anna, Catherine and Rosella did not 
attend HCC.  
   Being devout Catholics, Pat Ryan and Ethel (Bailey) 
married on 7-23-1940 and had eleven children. Pat and 
Ethel believed in Catholic education and sent their first 
three daughters Margaret, Rose & Mary to Maur Hill in 
Atchison, KS, and then his next eight children attended St. 
Joseph's Military Academy/Thomas More Prep and Marian 
High School.  They were Thomas 1962, Laurence 1964, 
James 1967, William 1968, Terrance 1970, Elizabeth 1972, 
Donald 1974 and Jerold 1975.  The Ryan's would help on 
the family farm during the summers when they were not 
in school and would still help with harvest for many years 
after graduation when they had families of their own.



9

   Homecoming 2021 was double the fun.  After their 
reunions were cancelled due to Covid-19, the classes from 
2020 were invited to come back to celebrate along side the 
classes for 2021.    In many cases - they did just that!  The 
most memorable was the 50-year honor classes of 1970 
and 1971.  Both classes had exceptional turnouts.  Marvin 
and Jennifer Rack were chosen as the Grand Marshals for 
this Homecoming.  Their son Mark '22 Rack shared the 
football field with them during half-time of the football 
game as he was crowned Homecoming 
king and Izzy '22 Speno, the daughter 
of Tim and Jessica Speno was crowned 
queen.  
   The 55-year classes of 1965 and 1966 
combined their classes for one big 
reunion held at the home of Hank '65 
and Roxie '66 (Billinger) VonLintel on 
both Friday and Saturday evenings.  We 
were sad that this group did not attend 
the alumni banquet.  They have some 
really good dancers in their classes.  
This was the final year for the alumni 
banquet due to a major lack of interest 
by the younger classes to attend this 
event.  For the past five years, the 25-
year classes have not participated, so 
the alumni board voted to discontinue 
this event in the future.  The Alumni 
Association will still continue to host the 
open house, parade, Mass for Deceased 
Alumni and Dutch Lunch.  If you have 
questions or need any help organizing 
your class reunions, please contact the 
alumni office at 785-625-9434 --- we are 
here to assist in whatever way we can.

Homecoming 
2021 

Highlights
Grand Marshals
Marvin & Jennifer Rack
driven by Melissa '78 
(Pfannenstiel) Holub

1961

1965

1966
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We 
    Build    
         Men
By Joe '71 Blythe

1970

1971

   50 years ago "Senior Week" had begun and the senior 
boarders were finishing up breakfast before loading onto 
the bus for the annual Senior trip to Cedar Bluff reservoir.  
Fr. Gilmary '52 Tallman, O.F.M. Capuchin "who was my 
Creative Writing teacher" came up to me to inform me 
that I still needed to submit a short story as part of the 
completion of my Creative Writing class.  I knew I owed 
it, but kinda thought he had forgotten about it or maybe 
he was just going to let me slide... but he informed me 
that I would receive an incomplete and wouldn't be able 
to graduate if I didn't submit a story.  Leaving the mess 
hall, I ran up the stairs to the library, grabbed a typewriter 
and started to type.  My first draft was my rough draft and 
my final draft!  I did this assignment in about 15 minutes.  
Yanking the papers from the typewriter, I ran downstairs 
to the priest quarters, knocked on the door and gave 
Fr. Gilmary my story.  I ran back upstairs, grabbed my 
swimming trunks and ran back downstairs and out to the 
waiting bus with about 30 seconds to spare!  Six hours 
later, upon our return to school, there was a message for 
me on the message board, "see Fr. Gilmary."  What now 
I thought?  So I headed back down to the priest quarters 
again.  Fr. Gilmary had read my story, then read it again to 

several of the priests and they decided I should read it at 
our graduation mass.  
   This is what I wrote:  "Build Us A Man" that must have 
been the thought of our parents when they sent us to 
Thomas More Prep.  A man who is a Christian Leader; 
who loves God and loves his fellow man.  For this goal, 
our parents, teachers and friends were willing to sacrifice.  
Their sacrifices became our opportunity to be great.  Some 
of us have used that opportunity, some of us have misused 
it.  Yet today is a time for memories; memories we will keep 
always.  Little things that at the time seemed big and scary 
are good for laughs now.  Things like our first dance where 
the boys and girls stood at opposite sides of the dance floor, 
each afraid to make the first move.  At the prom last night, 
there was none of that shyness present.  Our first football 
game when we had no thought of ending 4th place at State, 
our first year when we stood terrorized in front of the big 
seniors who were yelling commands at the top of their 
lungs!  Not so long ago, we stood in front of some freshmen 
who wanted to become a member of Thomas More Prep.  
  We have been through a lot together.  That is why this is 
such a time of mixed emotions, joy that it is over and sadness 
that we will probably not see most of our classmates again.  
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So look around and remember the faces that 
now surround you!  Try to remember the things 
we shared, the joy of love and freindship, the 
loss of loved ones, the thrill of victory---the 
agony of defeat, the excitement of learning 
and discovery, the boredom of routine.  These 
are the things that have welded our class 
together!!! Now is the time for good-byes 
and congratulations.  Our parents see before 
them a man: a very young one, but a man.  
It happened so gradually they may not have 
noticed the growth and change.  They now 
look and see their son.  He is not the child 
sent here 4 years ago; he is not the dependent 
boy who went to school to learn maturity and 
Christian leadership.  What they now see is 
a man of Thomas More.  A man for Christ:  a 
man for others.  The teachers of Thomas More 
were offered a challenge, "Build us a Man", 
do we now see one?  As men, we would like 
to say thank you to everyone who makes this 
school possible.  Thanks to God, our parents, 
teachers and friends.  Good-bye.  (This was a 
very fitting tribute to a bittersweet finale of 
the annual alumni banquet.)
   Unbeknownst to me, my mother, who has never recorded 
anything before or since, brought my dad's Sony cassette 
recorder.  I hadn't told her that I was going to give a speech.  
She did know that I was in the folk chorus and was going 
to be the lector at the mass.  The start/stop recording was 
controlled by an off/on switch on the microphone.  The 
mass was held in the auditorium.  The recording had lots of 
background noise due to brushing against her clothes and 
people talking softly in the background.  There was also a 
long kinda screech at the start and stop of the recording.  
But I did have a recording and you could hear the different 
distinct voices of the folk chorus members.  Years later, I 
converted the cassette to a CD.
   On the morning that I was leaving, I threw the CD into 
the car along with my PA system for our 50th class reunion 
party.  I figured some of the old folk chorus members might 
want to hear how we sounded 50 years ago.  Pulling out 
of my driveway, Ken '71 Billinger called me enroute on his 
drive from Atlanta to Hays.  Figuring that we both had a 10 
hour drive ahead and this would be a good time to chat.  We 
were both on the 1971 alumni reunion committee and we 
chatted away about the final count of classmates coming 
and why some weren't going to make it.  Ken mentioned 
that Allen '71 Schmidt (our class president) had asked him 
to give our 50 year speech and he didn't want to.  Allen 
had also asked me, but I told him no because I wasn't even 
planning on going to the alumni banquet.  In the course of 
our conversation, I mentioned to Ken  that I had given a 
speech at our graduation mass.  Most of the 'day' students 

didn't even know about the mass, so he had never heard 
it.  After telling Ken about the speech, he suggested that 
I give the same speech for our 50 year reunion at the 
banquet.  Ken called Allen and they decided that I would 
do this same speech 50 years later.  Ken and I met in Hays 
and started transcribing the speech from audio to paper.  
Then we found out that this would be the last year for 
the Homecoming banquet, so I wound up giving the last 
speech at the last banquet to be held.  It is unbelievable 
that I gave a speech 50 years ago, which wasn't meant to 
be a speech, but only completion of an assignment and 
now 50 years later, gave that same speech again, quite by 
accident at the last banquet to be held.  In retrospect, this 
speech wound up as a timeless testimony to our schools.
   Jack '40-'42C Schramm used this information in many 
of his recruitment trips and printed marketing tools 
throughout the years.
   Joe '71 Blythe and his wife Kathleen have been married 
40 years next May.  They have always lived in New Mexico 
and have two daughters, Jennifer and Jessica.  Jennifer is 
a middle school Special Education Principal and has a son 
Brody, age 6.  Jessica has two daughters Kailey, age 9 and 
Olivia age 6.  She and her husband Todd live in Kutztown, 
PA.  Jessica is due at the end of January, 2022 with another 
girl.  
   Joe's final words were:  "The people of Hays and SJMA-
TMP will always hold a special place in my heart!!!  The 
time I spent there has filled these 50 years with lots of 
memories and will continue to do so... even with the 
trying times, it is still the best of times..."

1980

1981
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Class of 1971 

Digitization Project

Read all about it!

 In December, 2014, the Class of 1971 
spearheaded by the late Dave '71 Dunn contacted 
TMP-Marian's alumni office and asked what 
it would take to digitize all of the old school 
newspapers, yearbooks and anything else that we 
wanted to preserve for historical purposes.  Their 
class was beginning to plan their 45th class reunion 
in 2016 and they wanted to get a head start raising 
funds for a "special project" that would not only 
benefit the school then but also preserve it's 
history for many generations to come.  Although 
many different class members were willing to help 
with this project, Dave took the lead.  He and his 
wife, Joan '71 (Giebler) Dunn had both graduated 
in 1971, he from Thomas More Prep and she 
from Marian High School.  This project was right 
up Dave's wheelhouse.  He did the research 
and found several companies that could do the 
project.  The one he chose was 'back east' where 
he had relation and the plan was for Dave to drive 
the cherished copies of all of the newspapers from 
Hays Catholic College, St. Joseph's College, Girl's Catholic 
High School, St. Joseph's College & Military Academy, St. 
Francis Seminary, St. Joseph's Military Academy, Thomas 
More Prep, Marian High School and Thomas More Prep-
Marian to this company and stay for a couple of weeks until 
the project was completed and then bring back the beloved 
newspapers.
 Then tragedy hit as Dave developed cancer and died on 
9-20-2020, leaving everyone stunned.  Dave also kept up the 
web-site for the class and class information and although 
Joan helped plan many reunions, she was not comfortable 
using a computer.  She reached out to other classmates and 
shared Dave's notes and information.  Classmates Allen '71 
Schmidt and Ken '71 Billinger took up the challenge with 
the support of their classmates.  They contacted the alumni 
office staff and Advancement Director Troy '93 Ruda about 
what it would take to finish this project.  Troy did some 
investigating and found a similar compay called Scanning 
America, Inc. located in Lawrence, KS, that could do the 
job and after much discussion and research, it was decided 
that Allen Schmidt would deliver the newspapers on his way 

to KC and pick them up upon completion of the project.  
Samples were emailed for approval and thanks to a lot of 
followup with Ken and Allen, the project is now underway.  
Ken is already making plans to digitize the yearbooks next.  
The digitization will include JPEG and PDF versions and the 
PDF version will be OCR'd so you can use text searching to 
locate a specific person in each issue.
 At their 50th class reunion this year, this class really 
stepped up their fund-raising and continue to add to their 
original amount.  The cost is high, but the prize will be 
well worth the cost when every alum can request digital 
copies of the old newspapers or even access them from 
the school web-site.  The yearbooks will be handled a bit 
differently due to the confidential nature of the subject 
matter and will be treated accordingly.
 We wish to thank Dave & Joan Dunn, Ken Billinger, Allen 
Schmidt and the entire Class of 1971 for their vision in 
getting this project off and running!  We appreciate their 
continued generosity as they proceed with raising funds to 
complete this project.
 God bless you all!  You are "Forever A Monarch!"

THE H. C  C. JOURNAL
HAYS CATHOLIC COLLEGE CHRISTMAS NUMBER

VOLUME IV HAYS, KANSAS, DECEMBER 17, 1927 NUMBER 4
A L T A R  SO C IE T Y  O RG A N IZED

F a th e r  R ichard , M odera to r, F o rre s t 
B ark e r, P res id en t

On Nov. 9 an Altar Society was 
organized at the Hays Catholic Col-
lege. The name of the new organi-
zation is the St. John Berchman Al-
tar Society.

Rev. Father Richard, was appoint-
ed moderator of the society by Rev. 
Father Director. Twenty-seven stu-
dents have enrolled. The other offi-
cers of the society are: Forrest Bar-
ker, president, Oscar Vogel, secre-
tary, John Grabbe, treasurer and Lu-
cius Schmidt, master of ceremonies. 
On Dec. 8 at the Chapel service the 
following were invested: Francis 
Stroemel Clem Werth, Isidorei 
Werth, Forrest Barker, John Grabbe 
Carl Schreiber, Rudolph Ruder, Fre- 
dolin Kuhn, Olive Franklin, Oscar 
Vogel, Linus Pfannenstiel, Francis 
W aters, Arthur Froelich, Edward 
Schreiber, Bernard Jaster, Adlore 
Boucher, Lucius Schmidt, Anton 
Wasinger, Robert Linsner, Ernest 
Peay, Vincent Temaat, Alfred Koch, 
Geo. Gibbons Richard Leiker, John 
Robben, Hilary Weigel and Albert 
Spies.

Benediction with the Most Blessed 
Sacrament followed.

The chief object of this Society 
is to train boys to serve at tbe altar 
and to take care of the sacristy and 
chapel. Membership in this society 
is not limited to those only of the 
students who serve at the altar but 
extends to all others who voluntari'y 
give their services in the chapel. 
Honorary membership is bestowed 
upon all who contribute towards the 
chapel, either be it services money 
or any other donation.

SECO N D  A SSEM BLY  PROGRAM

Solos, R ec ita tio n s and  C horal S ing
ing  M ake In te re s tin g  T im e

The second assembly program was 
held on Tuesday, Nov. 29. The pro-
gram was more varied than the first 
assembly program a few weeks ago 
and consisted of instrumental and 
vocal solos interspersed with recita-
tions and choral songs.

The instrumental solos were ren-
dered by Alphonse Linnenberger at 
the piano, Herman Klaus and Ber-
nard Jaster on the vio’in. Isidore 
Werth and Leo Roth rendered vocal 
solos. Emil Beilman, Alfred Gieb- 
ler and Forrest Barker recited selec-
tions. The H. C. C. Orchestra open-
ed the program with a serenade by 
Schumann and the H. C. C. Glee 
Club rendered very ably “Ave Mar-
ia” by Lambilotte.

CALENDAR
— 1927—

Tuesday, Dec. 20—  
Assembly program

Thursday, Dec. 22—
Christmas recess begins.

— 1928—
A H appy N ew  Y ear

Tuesday, January 3—  
Christmas recess closes.

Wednesday, January 4—
7 :45 classes resumed.

Wednesday, January 18—  
Semester examinations

Thursday, January 19—  
Mid-Year holiday.

B E T H L E H E M
Beneath a starry night 

Some centuries ago 
Entered the brightest Light 

Into this world of sin:
The Savior, Jesus Christ,

Redeemer of the world.

He, whom the seers of old
Foretold in type and word. 

Lies helpless on the straw 
In lowly human form.

Enrapt the angel choirs
Their new-born King adore.

Him hasten to adore
And praise and honor bring. 

E’en though to human eye 
He seems a mortal man 

Midst all His humble court
Still is He Christ, the KING.

T H A N K SG IV IN G  A G A LA  DAY

A N N O U N C E L E T T E R M E N

Coach ..R ecom m ends ..S ix teen  .. to 
F a c u lty — Two As All S ta rs

Sixteen members of the 1927 H. 
C. A. football team have been re- 
commeded to receive the coveted 
“H”. Of these, three are receiving 
their third and last letter namely: 
G em Werth, Issy Werth and Oliver 
Franklin; Roth, Bollig, Drees and 
Walter are receiving their second 
letter, whilst Barker, Schlyer, Wies- 
ner, Grabbe, Ruder, Boucher, Riedel, 
Stanton and Peay are earning “H’s” 
for the first time.

Clem Werth flashy half back was 
voted the most valuable payer on 
the team and received, a pen and 
pencil from the Geyer Bros.. Drug 
Store at Hays.

Issy Werth was given a “berth” 
on the “All-Star Mythical Eleven” 
selected by some sport writers and 
coaches in these parts.

The Journal congratulates all the 
deserving p'ayers

ST U D E N T S’ M U SICA L R E C IT A L

FO O T B A L L  SUM M ARY
During the season just closed the 

H. C. A. football team played eight 
games: won 4 and lost 4. H. C. A. 
piled up a score of 125 to opponents 
59.

Mr. and Mrs. V. A. Weigel, Mr. 
and Mrs. A. Linnenberger, Mr. and 
Mrs. B. Eberle and the Misses Drees 
attended the musicale- on Dec. 1 in 
the College auditorium.

Men’s socks in nifty Christmas 
boxes for you at Leiker’s.

T h u rsd ay  E vening , D ec. 1, a t  Col
lege A ud ito rium

The first music recital of the year 
by the students of the music depart-
ment under the direction of Rev. Fr. 
Alfred, was held on Thursday even-
ing, Dec. 1, in the College Auditor-
ium. Following program was given: 

Piano:
(1) “The Dream Boat”
(2) “A Rose in My Garden” 

Alphons Linnenberger
Violin: “Dream Waltz”...............Vogt

Julius Eberle
Piano:
.. .“Little Soldier Boy”__ Molineaux

Roy Eaton
Violin Duet:

“Winter Adieu”
“Home, Sweet Home”

E. Weigel and J. Eberle 
Piano: “Passing Train”.,..Molineaux 

John Robben
Violin: / “W l l

“Mountain Be|lle”........Schottische
Edwin Weigel 

Piano: Polk Song
Alfred Koch

Violin:
Diamond Schottische .............Crist

Richard Leiker |
Vocal Solo: Yearning...............Burke

Isidore Werth
Violin: “Berceuse” .................Godard

Bernard Jaster |
Piano: Waltz.................R. Streabbog

Arthur Froehlich I
Piano: The Song of the Katydid 

Hilary Weigel
Violin: Gavotte ....................... Gossec '

Herman Klaus I
Vocal: Duna, In the Long, Long Ago I 

Leo Roth
Violin: Old Block Joe

Edward Schreiber

T hird  A nnual H om eC om ing, H . &
A. vs. L aC rosse F oo tba ll G am e
November 24th will go down as a' 

red letter day in the annals of H. d  
C. alumni. It marked the third an-
nual home-coming celebration of all 
former students. Thanksgving wa8 
a perfect day for the alumni in- ev-
ery respect. The sun shone bright, 
the weather was calm and the crow4 
was joyful. Due to weeks of pre-
paration and the untiring efforts ol 
the officers of the alumni the well 
arranged program was executeo 
splendidly. The old faces began to 
make their appearance at the Alma 

j Mater early in the morning as each 
alumnus registered at the office of 
the Father Director.

About 11 o’clock the final prepar-
ations were made for the demon-
stration which started at 12:30 p. m. 
The parade was led by the American 
Legon drum and bugle corps, which 
was followed by students of the 
Girls’ Catholic High School, then 
students of the College and finally 
the Alumni. A novelty band led by 
Ott Weigel brought up the rear. Bob-
by Mackey, the youngest football 
mascot in the state, marched along 
in full football attire.

The course followed by this en-
thusiastic concourse was east on 
Sheridan Avenue to Chestnut Street, 
next to Normal Avenue to Lewis 
field where the football game com-
menced at 3 o’clock.

The culmination of the activities 
was the football game between H. 
C. C. and LaCrosse High School. The 
weather was ideal for football and 
the two teams battled bravely be-
fore a record crowd estimated at 
600 spirited and enthusiastic spec-
tators. The local boys were to 
avenge a 6-0 defeat suffered from 
the LaCrosse warriors two weeks 
previous. Were they going to dis-
appoint the frantic mob in the grand-
stand who were thirsting for victory? 
Certainly not. For it was to be a 
perfect day for the alumni who had 
come from far and wide to see their 
College win the laurels. The boys 
realized this and fought hard. Clean 
sportsmanship was displayed on the 
part of both teams. But LaCrosse 
was outplayed in every department 
of the game. They found the Hays 
line impregnable, failing to gain a 
single first down; their passes were 
not functioning. Whereas Hays was 
not forced to punt a single time for 
downs. LaCrosse was at their mer-
cy. They could gain through the

(Continued on Page 8)

The Staff of the 
H. C. C. Journal

Wishes Its
Readers and Advertisers 

“A Merry Christmas”
and a

“Happy New Year”
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As we prepare our near 100-year-old building for the next 100 years, we must maintain its exterior to last the test of time. �e steps to the three main entrances of the building need replaced.
For your contribution of $1000, $500, or $250 toward this project, a stone with your engraving will be placed in a courtyard at the south entrance surrounding St. Joseph.
Solidify your place today in the history and future this great institution! 
Contributions are tax deductible and engravings are subject to approval.

All engravings will be centered as pictured. �e location of individual stones cannot be guaranteed. 
Contact the Advancement o�ce with questions or to discuss larger giving opportunities. 

advancement@tmpmarian.org or 785-621-5427
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Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian
               Annual Membership Information 

Name: __________________________________________________________

Maiden Name:  ___________________________________________________

Class Year: _________________   Spouse Class Year: _____________________

Street Address:   ___________________________________________________

City: ________________________________   State: ________________   Zip: _____________________

Preferred Home Phone: _____________________   Preferred Cell Phone: _________________________

Preferred Email Address: ________________________________________________________________

E-mail addresses are used to keep you updated on school/alumni events.  Under no circumstances is your personal 
information sold or given to a third party.  This information IS available for class lists for any alums of HCC, SJMA, 
GCHS, SFS, MHS, TMP or TMP-Marian. 

Annual Membership Dues ($20.00): ______________________________

Lifetime Membership ($200.00): ______________________________

Monogram Printing/Postage ($5.00): ______________________________

Capital Improvement Fund: ______________________________

Unrestricted Donation: ______________________________
(Please make check payable to Alumni Association of TMP-Marian for above donations.)

Other Annual TMP-Marian Memberships/Donations

St. Thomas More Society Donation: ______________________________

Endowment Foundation Donation: ______________________________

Fine Arts Booster Club Membership ($15.00): ______________________________

Parents/Teachers/Friends Membership ($15.00): ______________________________

Sports Booster Club Memb. Personal ($15.00)/Business ($30.00) ______________________________
 
Other Donation - Please Specify: __________________________ ______________________________

(Please make check payable to TMP-Marian for above donations.)

Double Your Donation?
Does your employer offer matching donation funds for 
501(c)3 organizations?  The Alumni Association, Endowment 
Foundation and TMP-Marian all qualify as non-profit 
organizations.  Let us know what we can do to help you set 
up matching contributions from your company to "double 
your donation" by contacting the advancement office at 
785-625-6577 or advancement@tmpmarian.org.

Office Use Only

Amount: _____________

Date: ________________

Ck/Cash:  _____________

Initials:  ______________
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Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian
Monogram Information

Submitted by: __________________________

Please list any current news about yourself, family, etc. that you wish to have printed in the Monogram.

Death(s)

Name of Deceased: ____________________________________________________________________________

Maiden Name: __________________________  Class Year: ________________  Date of Death: _______________

Survivors: Class Year (if applicable):

______________________________________________________________  _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

Birth(s)

Name of Child: __________________________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________

Father's Name: __________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Mother's Name: _________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Sibling(s) Names & Ages:________________________________________________________________________

Grandparents: ___________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Grandparents: ___________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Class Notes

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Monogram is printed twice a year (summer issue in June/July and winter issue in November/December).
Please submit your information via this form or e-mail us at alumni@tmpmarian.org.

Visit our website at tmp-m.org for current events, contact information, donation options, etc.

May God bless you for your continued support and generosity.
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New Statue of 
St. Bernadette 
of Lourdes Arrives!

Jack Schramm 
1940-1942C † 
Endowment Memorial 
for the Grotto

     Campus Minister Bill Meagher and religion teacher Cody 
Marintzer have been busy organizing improvements and 
cleaning up the grotto area.  The family of Jack '40-42C 
Schramm chose to benefit the grotto area by purchasing a 
new St. Bernadette of Lourdes marble statue made in Italy 
(photo on cover and above) as a fitting memorial for their 
dad.  Jack's  children are Kathryn '72 (Schramm) Ensworth, 
Julie '77 (Schramm) Clifton and J. David '82 Schramm.  
     Jack loved to sit in the grotto in contemplation and 
prayer.  A smooth concrete surface has replaced the old 
uneven paving stones and a new arbor created by Leon 
and Melinda '84 (Dome) Pfannenstiel of Leon's Welding & 
Fabrication replaced the old rusted arbor.  Ken Richmeier 
repaired and painted the second arbor which stands at the 
entrance by the parking lot.  In 2017, Ian '18 Lenser chose 
to construct the Stations of the Cross for the grotto area 
for his Eagle Scout project.  The grotto area gets a lot more 
traffic since all of these improvements have been made.
     Soon Christmas lights will adorn the trees in this area to 
celebrate the Christmas season and the coming of Advent.  
An event will be held on Sunday, December 5, 2021 at 7 
p.m. with a blessing by Fr. Andy '07 Hammeke, live nativity, 
music, official lighting, hot chocolate and more.  Watch the 
school website at tmp-m.org or hayscatholicschools.org 
for more information.
     One of Schramm's biggest accomplishments while 
working for his alma mater was starting the Auction for 
Christian Education (ACE).  With   a lot of help from Fr. 
Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. Capuchin, Jim '66 Basgall (1975 
Alumni President & ACE Co-Chair), and Al '34 Rupp (ACE 
Co-Chair), Jack '40-'42C Schramm (Alumni Director 1971-
1982/1986-1989) established the first annual auction 
which raised $22,010.77 in 1975.  The 47th auction in 
2021 raised $776,703.23.  The total of all 47 auctions to 
date raised $10,995,658.01.  That is quite a success!

   It is with great pleasure that we see so many classes 
taking advantage of the grotto area.  We invite everyone to 
spend time in thoughtful prayer and contemplation in this 
peaceful and tranquil setting.  It is a great place to talk to 
God and enjoy His creation at the same time.       
     If you would like to contribute to this ongoing memorial, 
please send your donation to the Endowment Foundation 
of TMP-Marian, 1701 Hall St., Hays, KS  67601.
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EXPENSES
Postage    $            550.00
Postage – Monogram   $        3,713.93
Printing    $                  .00
Printing – Monogram   $      13,107.14
Supplies    $            853.19
Advertising    $        2,355.00
Equipment/Computer Technology $        5,288.35
Dues & Sponsorships   $            200.00
Memorials & Gifts   $        1,500.00
Miscellaneous    $        4,818.96
RESTRICTED 
Miscellaneous Restricted Funds $        5,400.00
ACE 2020 Expense   $      41,425.04
ACE 2021 Expense   $      58,280.55
ACE 2020 Disbursements*  $    711,576.90
ACE 2021 Disbursements*  $    755,503.23
Golf Classic 2021 Expense  $        9,527.15   
Homecoming 2020 Expense  $           487.26
TOTAL EXPENSES   $1,614,586.70

MONIES ON HAND JUNE 30, 2021
Checking Balance   $      99,571.22
American Funds Investment Acct. $    283,337.65
TOTAL MONIES ON HAND  $    382,908.87

TOTAL EXPENSES &
MONIES ON HAND   $1,997,495.57

Due to COVID-19, ACE 2020 was held on July 18, 2020, 
which split the income and expenses between the 
2019-2020 and 2020-2021 budget years.  ACE 2021 
has held April 24, 2021.

*ACE 2020 Disbursement Breakdown
TMP-Marian Disbursement      $  345,123.06    
Alumni Assn. Restricted Disbursement $       3,000.00
TMP-Marian Item #60 - Budget Assist. $  363,453.84
ACE 2020 Net Income   $  711,576.90

*ACE 2021 Disbursement Breakdown
TMP-Marian Disbursement      $  353,453.23    
Alumni Assn. Restricted Disbursement $       4,000.00
TMP-Marian Item #60 - Pavement $  398,050.00
ACE 2021 Net Income   $  755,503.23

Outstanding ACE #60 Income  $    17,000.00
Total ACE 2021 Income   $  772,503.23

Alumni Association of
Thomas More Prep-Marian

Financial Statement
July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021

To the best of my knowledge and belief, this financial 
statement is a true and accurate report of the status 
of the Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-
Marian for the period of July 1, 2020 to June 30, 
2021.

 
Wanda Billinger, Alumni Director

RECEIPTS & MONIES ON HAND 
Monies on Hand 06/30/2020  $    744,006.28
American Fund/R. James Increase $      58,744.53
Unrestricted Donations  $        5,093.60
Lifetime Dues     $        1,400.00
Annual Dues    $        2,830.00
Interest Earned   $             27.29
Postage - Monogram   $           435.00
Merchandise Sales   $           210.00
Miscellaneous    $      12,503.12
TOTAL     $    825,249.82  

RESTRICTED RECEIPTS
Misc. Restricted Funds  $         6,440.00
ACE 2020    $    321,158.47
ACE 2021    $    813,783.78
Golf Classic 2021   $      30,373.50
Homecoming 2020 (Canceled) $                  .00
Capital Improvement Fund  $           490.00
     $1,172,245.75
TOTAL RECEIPTS & 
MONIES ON HAND   $1,997,495.57

4th Annual Fr. Earl Befort, O.F.M. Cap. Golf Classic 
Save the Date - June 3, 2022

Mark this date on your calendar for next year and plan on getting together 
with your classmates and friends for a fun day of golf.  

Please join us, whether you have a handicap of 4 or 40!
Special thank you to Hole Sponsor Kaylene Brin P.A., Brin Law Firm!
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Dear Fellow Alums,

I must begin my first letter as your Alumni Board president by 
giving thanks to Fr. Earl and his many years of service to the 
Alumni Association.  When Wanda and Mary first asked if I 
would consider becoming the next board president, and after 
realizing they were serious and not joking, I had to take a couple 
of weeks to contemplate and pray on it.  During that time, it 
never really dawned on me that I would be replacing the TMP-
Marian legend that is Fr. Earl Befort.  I'm thinking that the Holy 
Spirit hid that from me, plus the fact that I would be the first 
new Alumni Board president in 24 years.  I am so very thankful 
that Fr. Earl has agreed to stay on the board as Chaplain and will 
still be there to turn to for advice and guidance.

As for me, I'm sure many of you did not even know who you 
were voting for as your next Alumni Board president, so let me 
introduce myself.  I was born in Colorado, grew up in Louisiana, 
and moved to Hays America right before my sophomore year 
of high school.  My parents let me choose which high school to 
attend and upon visiting the TMP-M campus and building, the 
choice was easy.  I became a Monarch and am a graduate of 
the class of 1996.  I am married to my high school sweetheart, 
Tracy (Gore), also class of 1996.  We have been blessed with two 
wonderful boys, Seth, who just graduated as part of the class of 
2021, and Ben, who will be part of the Class of 2029.

I attended the University of Kansas, where I received a Bachelor's 
in Accounting and a Master's in Accounting and Information 
Systems.  I'm a Certified Public Accountant and started my 
accounting career for a firm in Kansas City.  After a few years, we 
made the decision to move back to Hays to raise our family.  In 
2013, I came back to TMP-M as the Finance Director.  Fun fact, I 
held the same position that Fr. Earl held many years before me.  
In 2016, I went back to public accounting, but have continued 
to serve TMP-M and the Hays Catholic Schools in various 
professional and volunteer capacities.  

In closing, I want to thank all of you for putting your faith in the 
Alumni Board as we move into this next chapter of your Alumni 
Association.  I look forward to meeting all of you, just be aware, 
I'm horrible with names.  Seriously, I forget names...remember, 
it's Wanda and Mary's fault, I tried to warn them!  

God Bless and Go Monarchs,

Eddie '96 Perrett
Alumni President

From the desk of

Eddie '96 Perrett
Alumni President
Alumni Association of 
Thomas More Prep-Marian
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 "Stronger Together" was the theme chosen by the TMP-M 
students for Homecoming 2021.  It couldn't have been 
more fitting.  All of their hard work on the floats made it 
difficult to pick a winner.  The past two years have been 
very challenging for everyone.  We are so pleased with the 
class organizers from last year, joining in with this year's 
celebrating classes.  Combining the two years has been 
hectic, but also very special.  My class of 1966 and the 1965 
class joined forces for two days of renewing friendships and 
sharing our lifetime memories and wondering where our 
youth went.  I usually try to go to the parties, but this was 
my 55th reunion, so I attended my class party.  We had a lot 
more energy at our 25th!  I never saw so many knee, hip, 
back and eye surgeries, canes, wheel chairs and walkers.  At 
our 25th, I got home at 3:00 a.m., our 40th, I got home at 
2:00, at our 50th, I got home at 1:30 a.m.  This year, I was 
home and in bed by 10:30 p.m.  Is this really us?   
 For the last 5 years, we have really struggled with our 
younger generation of alumni.  They are just not interested 
in attending the alumni banquet.  Therefore, your alumni 
board has been forced to make changes to the Homecoming 
agenda going forward.  Fr. Earl, Mary and I have had some 
sleepless nights and worry every day on what to do.  At our 
September board meeting, it was decided that this would 
be our last Homecoming banquet and dance.  This decision 
was very hard to make and to be truthful, it has shaken us.  
All of the other activities pertaining to Homecoming will 
remain the same.  Everyone still loves the parade, their class 
parties, the Mass for Deceased Alumni and the Dutch lunch.  
Times are changing and we need to go with the flow.  Social 
media has taken over everyone's lives.
 We thank all of the class organizers very much for their 
time and talents.  The speakers this year were all very good.  
We had a lot of perspective on what it was like being a 
boarder student.  It was very interesting, listening to what 
it was like for the SJMA campus to be their home.  Steve 
'80 Barrett, Mike '81 Brown, Brent '81 Phillips, Carol '70 
(Hoffman) Adams, Juan '70 Colegial and Jim '70 Buchheister 
did a great job, but the mind-blowing speech of the night 
was from Joe  '71 Blythe, closing with the last speech at the 
last banquet with what being a boarder student at SJMA, 

said it all.  Most of us left in tears and totally speechless 
(see the full speech on page 10-11).  It could not have been 
scripted better for the last banquet speech.  
 It was fitting that this was our last banquet because 
this was Fr. Earl '61 Befort's, O.F.M. Capuchin, last year 
as your president of the Alumni Association.  He served 
23 years and I presented him with a plaque for his 
outstanding service.  I told him "job well done" and "we 
love him."  We have been on this board together for a 
long time.  Eber  '69 Phelps was our MC for over 25 years 
and Verlin Honas DJ'd our dances for many of those years.  
The Distinguished Alumni Award went to Gerald '78 & 
Rosie Hammerschmidt.  They have given many hours 
and years of service to TMP-M working as bartenders for 
ACE Auction, Sports Booster Club Raffle, Black Tie Dinner, 
Homecoming events as well as helping each year with the 
alumni golf tournament.  Thank you all for your incredible 
service.
 As we welcome new alumni, we also have to say goodbye 
to some.  I think this is the hardest part of my job.  I attend 
many funerals because I become friends and some are 
like family.  Sister Judith '52 Schmidt, classmate Pam '66 
(Schmidt) Shaffer (actual sisters) were our neighbors at the 
farm I lost another classmate, Eileen '66 (Heier) Yeager.  
TMP-M has lost some young alumni, James 'Dan" '84 Kohl, 
Tonya '98 (Bittel) Sweat, B.J. '99 Solt, and Andrew 2010 
Heimann.  God also called home Wilmer Kellogg, a long 
time supporter and one of the original Black Tie Dinner 
guests.  We extend our deepest sympathy to all who are 
left behind.  May they rest in peace.
 In closing, one of my classmates commented on all of 
the TMP-M apparel worn at the parade.  She said, "There 
are Monarch's everywhere!"  Smiling I said, "my motto 
has always been we are second to no one and the envy of 
many!"  I stand here 55 years later, and can't believe we 
are still here, but glad that we are, missing those unable to 
come back or are no longer with us.  Go Monarchs!

Wanda's 
Corner

Wanda '66 Billinger
Alumni Director

Back2School Bash Photos:  (1) Wanda '66 Billinger chats 
with Aaron '04 & Jami '06 (Brull) Breit at the Back2School 

1
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                            Hays Catholic Schools

#foreveramonarch

  The Back2School Bash for Hays Catholic Schools was 
held on September 20, 2021 and was sponsored by the 
following businesses:

Premier Sponsor
Anonymous Friends - Hays Catholic Schools

Astra Bank of Hays
Brick's Rockin BBQ

Golden Q

Platinum Sponsor
Diamond R Jewelry

DW Home Improvement
GoneLogo, Inc.

Holy Family Home & School Association
TMP-Marian Parents, Teachers & Friends (PTF) 

    

This event kicked off at 5:30 with a prayer provided by 
Father Elias Chinzara.  The students from TMP-Marian and 
Holy Family Elementary enjoyed many activities, including 
bouncy houses, laser tag, a roller coaster simulator, 
4-square volleyball, and a fun DJ throughout the evening.  
Several teachers volunteered to sit in the dunk tank, and 
the students lined up eagerly, awaiting a turn to dunk 
their favorite teacher.   The Drama Club gave free cotton 
candy, the Chess Club showed off their skills, the Garden 
Club brought out fresh produce for purchase, and the Key 
Club passed out a nice cool drink.  Parents and fans also 
enjoyed the volleyball scrimmage, a performance by the 
TMP-Marian cheerleading squad, and the blue and white 
football scrimmage. Astra Bank provided free hotdogs and 
chips, and the Knights of Columbus served watermelon for 
all to enjoy.  The night ended with an impressive firework 
show for the entire community's viewing pleasure. 
    A special thank you to everyone who helped run the 
booths, attended this event and to all of our sponsors!  
We are truly blessed!

Back     School Bash

Gold Sponsor
ASC Portables
Buff Car Wash

Hays Kiwanis Club
Nex-Tech

Jeff Pinkney CPA Inc.

Silver Sponsor
Auto World 

Knights of Columbus 
Council #6984

Nex-Tech Wireless
Precision Valley

Alumni Assn. TMP-Marian

2
2

3

4

5

6

Bash.  (2)  Bryan VonFeldt & T.R. May from Astra Bank serve 
hot dogs to Randy '74 & Nadine '74 (Dreiling) Gottschalk.  
(3) Travis Grizzell & Melissa '04 (Bieker) Pinkney sing karoke.  
(4)  James Harris waits to be dunked by his son Chance as 
Doug Nehls assists.  (5) Derek Becker (8th grade) gets ready 
to take aim at the dunk tank.  (6)  Melissa '04 Pinkney and 
Alexis '22 Mackey serve drinks at the Key Club booth.
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 Monarch Football & Military 
Appreciation make an incredible 
combination.  High school athletes 
on the football field fighting for that 
next touchdown helping us honor 
our brave veterans and military 
who have defended our country.  
(Score - Monarchs 27 Ellis 0.)  Head 
football coach Jay Harris (photo right) 
announced the names of our guests 
and asked them to hand out the "cadet" 
football jerseys to the Monarch football team.  Pictured 
below are the senior players receiving their jerseys from 
SJMA cadets, veterans and current military members that 
were present at the Thursday evening chicken dinner 
hosted by the alumni and advancement offices:  (Jersey 
numbers) #5 Bryce Seib & Ramon '66 Schmidt; #7 Andrew 
Schwartz & Bill '64 Wasinger; #11 Jace Wentling and his 
grandfather, Gary Wentling; #21, Lance Lang and his 
grandfather, Lloyd '65 Lang; #24 Mark Rack & Norb '65 
Kuhn; #33 Handrick Chen & Dennis '61 Riedel; #50 Matt 
Hess and Larry '73 Reichert; #55 Matt Vahling and his uncle 
Josh Vahling; #88 Kenton Ginther and his grandfather 
Richard Shimanek.  This incredible event would not have 

  7th Annual
 2021 

 Military 
 Appreciation

been possible without 
the donations received 
from our red, white and 
blue sponsors:  $1,000 
"Red" Sponsor:  Troy & 
Tina Herrman, Herrman Physical Therapy & Wellness, 
$500 White Sponsors:  Mike '73 & Lori '74 (Gross) Hertel 
and Larry '71 Schaffer & Brandon '03 Schaffer, Buff Car 
Wash.  Any extra funds raised will benefit the Victory 
Gate Restoration Fund.
   On Friday, October 1, 2021, SJMA cadets, veterans and 
military were invited to attend the Monarch football 
game against the Ellis Railroaders at Lewis Field on the 
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FHSU campus.  Troy '93 Ruda created a beautiful video 
from photos taken the night before to play during the 
pregame which included the prayer recited by TMP-M 
Principal, Chad Meitner and the national anthem.  Troy 
also coordinated the video and music for the half-time 
presentation with assistance from senior Avery '22 Werth 
who cued the music and videos for us and Dave Zachman 
for commentary.  Thank you Avery!  The Hays American 
Legion Riders Post #173 started the half-time presentation 
by riding their motorcyles around the track before parking 
in front of the home crowd while the cadets, veterans and 
military guests were led onto the field to be honored by 
the crowd.  Photos from the game above and below.

   We also wish to thank Dan '64 Dischner, Glen 
'67 Neuburger, Ray Palmer, Bill Zimmerman, Kathy 
Schupman and everyone at the VFW Post 9076 for their 
help in communications of this event.
   God bless America and all of the men and women that 
stand for the red, white and blue, keeping our families 
safe here at home. 

Thank you!

Mike '73 & Lori '74 Hertel

Larry '71 Schaffer & Brandon '03 
Schaffer, Buff Car Wash

Thank you!

Troy & Tina Herrman

Herrman Physical Therapy 
   & Wellness

2514 Vine St. Unit 2
Hays, KS  67601
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 Would you like to nominate someone you admire 
and respect for the prestigious Point of Light Award?  
A committee of TMP-Marian faculty, staff and alumni 
choose the recipients for this award each year based 
upon the following criteria:  1)  Commitment to our 
Tradition of Excellence; 2) Activities that bring honors to 
the inductee and to TMP-Marian; and 3) Dedication to 
TMP-Marian in service.  
 Mail your nomination to Chad Meitner c/o TMP-
Marian, 1701 Hall St., Hays, KS  67601 or you can e-mail 
it to meitnerc@tmpmarian.org.  All nominations 
must be received before May 15th each year for 
consideration in the same calendar year.  Recipients 
will be announced at Homecoming.

Point of Light Recipients

1995 - Sr. Remigia Neder, Fr. Cletus Blockinger, Charles Budke, 
Fr. Timothy Gottschalk, Leo & Albina Dreiling, Coach Alvin '41 
Billinger, Sr. Annabel Dreiling & Coach Gene Flax
1996 - Sr. Amadea Wirtz, Fr. Claude Vogel, Coach Lewman Lane, 
Fr. Anselm Martin, Jack '40 Schramm, Dr. Jeff '78 Colyer, Don Bickle 
& Wendelin '33 Sander
1997 - Fr. Blaine Burkey, Jerry '74 Seib & Irvin '42 Karlin
1998 - Angeline Cepelka, Dan '54 Rupp & Joyce '70 Dinges
1999 - Sr. Lois '31 Karlin, Fr. Paulinus '35-'37C Karlin, Al '34 Rupp 
& Coach Sy Palmer
2000 - Fr. Michael Scully, Norbert '65 Kuhn, Fr. Christian Fey & 
Wanda '66 Billinger
2001 - Fr. Earl '61 Befort & Gerald '43C Roth
2002 - Wayne '53 & Marie '53 Gabel & Dick '76 Werth
2003 - Marlene '54 Brull
2004 - Jim & Susan Werth & Eugene '34 'Dusty' Glassman
2005 - Sharon '70 Drees & Bob '65 & Karla Sp'67 Dinges
2006 - Irvin '68 & Terry Leiker & Jerry '72 & Marilyn Luetters
2007 - Fr. John '69 Lager & Ken & Cheri '65 Haas
2008 - Robert Schmidt, Leroy Gnad & Charles Staab, Jr.
2009 - Bishop George Fitzsimons, Lil '73 Kingsley & Jean Ross
2010 - Debbie '72 Dinges & Chris '77 & Krista '78 Gottschalk
2011 - Tom & Debbie '75 Bohm, Tom '65 Drees, Tony '75 & Cyndy 
'77 Dreiling, Pat Schmidt & Kay Werth
2012 - Ron '75 & Rhonda '77 Flax, Don & Jolene Moore, Greg & 
Pam Schmidt & Frank '60 & Rosie '61 Werth
2013 - Galen & Cathy Pfeifer, Gene & Mary Ellen '66 Zimmer
2014 - Fr. Harvey '53 Dinkel, Sr. Paul Ann Dinkel CSA, Sr. Francis Rose 
Dinkel CSA, Robert '68 & Susan Wolf, Lillian Schumacher and John 
& Shannon Allen
2015 - Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, Glenn '76 & Becky Diehl, Linda 
'63 Braun, Jim Dinkel & Juleen Stecklein
2016 - Robert & Carol Feauto, Fr. Fred Gatschet & Larry '73 Reichert
2017 - Tony Ruder, Fr. Gilmary '52 Tallman & Arlen '53 Walters
2018 - Dean & Julie Haselhorst, Marvin & Jennifer Rack
2019 - Don '69 & Debra Klaus, Glen '67 & Anita Neuburger
2020 - Randy '62 & Carol Brull, Kathy Taylor
2021 - Mark '80 & Jan Bieker, Kraig '78 & Laure Gross, Vernon Gross, 
Mark & Cindy '73 Washburn

Class
Notes

 1952 - Paul Bissing checked in to say he is very proud of 
his three daughters who went to Texas A & M and his eight 
grandchildren and fifteen great-grandchildren.
 1954 - Ken Staab, and members of the Ellis County Knights of 
Columbus Councils held it's seventh annual First Responders 
Appreciation Barbecue.  Other alums who participated in the 
event were Rocky '62 Feltis, Norbert '65 Kuhn, Ed '67 Prewo, 
Irvin '68 Leiker, Randy '70 Von Feldt, Nick '05 Leas, and Brad 
'05 Stramel.  
 1956 - Karl Leiker finally retired from Westfield State 
University, but did stay on this semester for his meteorology 
class.  He has been dealing with health issues, but is doing 
better.  Karl's brother Tom '60 Leiker died on 3-29-21 and 
now Tom's wife Evon has also passed away.
 1956 -  Mary Joan (Thomasson) Loe lost her husband, 
Ronald Loe, on 7-10-21.  He is survived by a daughter Debra.  
The couple had just celebrated 60 years of marriage on 3-25-
21 with four grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.
 1960 - Col. (Ret) Jerry Stecklein was honored by the Fort 
Hays State University Alumni Association with an Alumni 
Achievement Award during Homecoming activities.  Jerry 
joined the U.S Air Force where he had a distinguished career. 
After leaving the service, Jerry worked in the defense industry 
and, with three partners, started Talon Systems, LLC which 
is now the premier cloud-based provider of flight training 
management, aircraft maintenance management and 
safety management systems serving nearly 100 universities 
and colleges and commercial flight training academies and 
schools around the world. The award recognizes career and 
professional achievements, service involving community 
betterment and philanthropic activities, and educational 
achievements.  He is married to Joanne '64 (Schmidt) 
Stecklein.   
 1961 - Teresa (Wiesner) Brocker's husband Glenn died on 
3-4-21.  Survivors include daughters Amy and Wendy.
 1965 - Roseann (Arnold) Pfannenstiel shared that her 
husband Robert passed away on 8-30-2020. 
 1967 - Roger Ruder and his son Greg worked 19 games 
in the 2021 NCAA Women's Barketball Tournament in San 
Antonio; Greg as a scorekeeper and Roger as a timekeeper.  
They were on the table crew for the Final Four.  It was their 
second Final Four in three years. Roger's son Patrick was a 
first round Timeout Coordinator in the women's tourney.  We 
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missed Roger and his wife Carol at Homecoming this year.  
They usually help us take tickets at the banquet.
 1968 - Chuck Schmidt was recently appointed to fill the 
unexpired term for the Kansas House of Representatives in 
District 88 in Wichita.
 1969 - Barbara (Schreiner) Arnold lost her husband 
William (Bill) on 4-1-20.  Their children are Chad '92 
Creamer, Brett Creamer and Linsey.
 1970 - Cecilia (Giebler) Peltier married Frank Jarmer in 
Pratt, Kansas, on November 7, 2020.
 1972 - Wendy Schumacher and his wife Carol '72 
(Schreiner) enjoyed the German food including fried 
potatoes and dumplings, and sausage at the Octoberfest 
celebration in Hays.  Wendy retired from the Hays Fire 
Department and has more time on his hands so he stopped 
by the alumni office to visit.
 1974 - Patti (Schmidt) Lonnon retired from Dillons after 
48 years of service.  She plans on spending her newly found 
free time with family and friends and doing some traveling.  
Her husband John and children Angie '97 and Dane '03 look 
forward to sharing this new chapter in her life.
 1975 - Mayo Schmidt has been named the president and 
CEO of Nutrien, an international agriculture company.
 1975 - Debbie Bohm, Doris '56 Dinkel, Rozine '59 
Lambertson and Barbara '65 McCauley mourned the loss 
of their brother, Gary L. Walters who died on 9-21-21.
 1980 - David Hinson, an electrical engineer and president 
of TSO Greenhouses, is working with Lenny Geist, CEO of 
Kansas Freedom Farms to manufacture a state-of-the-art 
farm facility on very little land.  They are building solar-
powered greenhouses that they hope will revolutionize 
farming in Kansas.  The greenhouses will not only grow 
fruits and vegetables but also build up energy to power a 
5G data center, bringing fast-speed internet to rural Kansas.  
We wish you great success - this would be great for our 
state.

 1981 - Tammy (Schumacher) Parmer has retired after 
a thirty year career in accounting with a stock brokerage 
firm based in Dallas. After living throughout Texas, she and 
her husband Sheldon now reside in Austin to be near their 
daughter Sagan and her husband.  They welcomed their 
first grandchild in June, 2021.
 1987 - David Barnett's father, Jeffrey Barnett, who 
passed away on 1-12-21 after a many-year struggle 
with Lewy Body Disease and Parkinsons is survived by 
his wife Barbara and son.  David  holds a CMA (Certified 
Management Accountant) designation and recently 
obtained his CPA (Certified Public Accountant) designation.  
He is the corporate controller and HR manager for NetAlly 
in Colorado Springs.  
 1992 - Rick Windholz is proud of his son Tanner who 
graduated from Army basic training at Ft. Benning, GA in 
September.  After a month at Ft. Riley, he was scheduled to 
be deployed to Europe.
 1994 - Lisa (Beran) Hays was named the chief Medical 
Officer for AdventHealth Shawnee Mission.  Lisa has 
been an endocrinologist with AdventHealth since 2007 
and has held a variety of leadership and volunteer 
roles.  She recently helped lead AdventHealth Shawnee 
Mission's COVID-19 response and vaccination strategy, 
Epic electronic health record rollout and journey to JCAHO 
accreditation as a first hospital designated as a Diabetes 
Center of Excellence.  In her new position she will oversee 
clinical operations and lead a medical staff of more than 
750 providers.
 1994 - Matthew Schmidt and Charlotte Anderholt 
welcomed Philippa Carmen Anderholt into their family.  
Grandparents are  Chuck '68 and Mary Schmidt and Melly 
'70 (Karst) Schmidt.
 1996 - Nathan Schmidt and wife Sheena Smith are the 
proud parents of Remy Smith Alexander Schmidt who 
was born 2-8-21.  Grandparents are Chuck '68 and Mary 
Schmidt, Melly '70 (Karst) Schmidt, and Gary and Barbara 
Smith.

Shop On-Line
@ shop.tmp-m.org

for all your 
Monarch Gear!

All proceeds 
benefit

TMP-Marian.

   Bishop Gerald Vincke of the Diocese of Salina joins in the 
parade riding in the Polaris driven by Dean Haselhorst at 
Homecoming 2021.
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 1996 - Chris and Dana '96 (Withuhn) Schumacher 
are the new owners of Pat's Beef Jerky.  Chris is running 
the backend of the business, dealing with inventory and 
production.  Dana is working on sales and marketing.  Chris 
makes the spicy brisket dip for the ACE auction. 
 1998 - Becky (Schippers) Hickert was hired by USD 489 
as assistant Hays High School principal.  She had been an 
assistant principal at Junction City High School and served 
as school counselor and math teacher in Junction City.  
Becky was very excited to return to Hays with her husband  
Tim and their two children.
 1999 - Matthew Piatt recently signed a contract with the 
Metropolitan Opera in New York to coach one of its operas 
in the 2022 season.  He is also contracted with the Chicago 
Lyric Opera and the San Francisco Opera.
 2000 - Kara (Gross) and Shawn Denton welcomed Ewan 
Joseph Denton into their family on 2-1-21.  He has three 
siblinga: Nora, 8, Lahna, 4, and James, 2.  Grandparents 
are Kraig '78 and Laure Gross and Tom and Denise Denton.  
Kara is extra proud of her parents for receiving the TMP-M 
Point of Light award at Homecoming 2021.
 2001 - Kurt and Kellie Kippes announced the birth of 
their daughter, Kylah Marie Kippes, on 8-6-21.  Her big 
sister Kalyn is excited to have a little sister.  Grandparents 
are Kenneth and Margaret Kippes and Kenneth and Diana 
Vavra.
 2001 - Amber Lang was recently promoted to a full time 
Certified Massage Therapist at Avalon in Hays.
 2003 - Catherine Dowling, a member of the Max 
Haverfield & Friends group, toured with their recent 
show called The Sound of Glory, An American Spectacular.  
The group featured patriotic and Americana-type music 
including popular classics, musical theater, and pop songs 
in four Kansas towns.
 2003 - Michelle (Swayne) Goff became a certified 
dialysis nurse in July when she passed the examination 
administered by the Nephrology Nursing Certification 
Commission.
 2005 - Phillip Kuhn will be opening Kuhn's Market which 
features Kansas-grown produce and meats as well as 
specialty cuisine next door to his Blue Smoke Barbecue on 
Main Street in Hays.  He also owns The Press restaurant 
and does catering.  Phil has catered several events for 
Thomas More Prep-Marian.
 2007 - Fr. Andrew Hammeke became the chaplain of the 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center in Hays and is now a part-
time chaplain of TMP-Marian.  Fr. Andy was a parochial 
vicar at St. Mary Queen of the Universe parish in Salina 
and St. Patrick parish in Gypsum.  It is good to have Fr. 
Andy back in Hays.
 2007 - Nicole (Rohleder) and Michael Windholz 
announced the birth of their son, Mason Abel Windholz, 
on 1-20-21.  Grandparents are Terri and Pete '81 Rohleder 
and Mark and Brenda Windholz.  
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When you move or change jobs, 
experience new beginnings and endings, 
challenges and successes, remember to 
share your life with your Thomas More 
Prep - Marian family.  

Keep us up to date on your email and 
mailing address changes and  phone 
numbers.  Help us keep you in touch 
with your classmates!  

If you live in another country, check 
out our website often at tmp-m.org or 
follow us on facebook.com/tmpmarian 
or twitter.com/tmpmarian.

The Alumni Association of 
Thomas More Prep-Marian

1701 Hall Street
Hays, Kansas  67601

alumni@tmpmarian.org
785-625-9434

 2009 - Trey and Alyssa (Post) Moeder of Forever Lawn Mile 
High, a turf-installation company in Colorado, donated turf 
installation for the ball field, playground, and other areas of 
the Hays ARC Park, a new handicapped accessible playground 
in Hays, Kansas.   The couple have moved to Wakeeney, KS and 
are in the process of selling their turf business and plan to try 
something new.
 2013 - Nick and Kayla 2014 (Walker) Dopita announce the 
birth of their daughter Evelyn June Dopita.  Evelyn was born 
10-13-21.  Proud grandparents are Brian & Vicky '93 Walker 
and John & Rhonda Dopita.
 2014 - Jena (Ernsting) Lynn graduated with a Master of Arts 
in teaching in May, 2021.
 2018 - Michael Lager and Torrie '18 Gregg volunteered to 
teach Totus Tuus classes in the Salina Diocese.  Michael stated 
that teaching the children about their faith has helped him 
understand what he believes more clearly while Torrie said 
that she found that by living as Christ desires us to, we can be 
a light for others.
 2020 - Lane Werth was one of several teens from the Salina 
Diocese who helped youth grow in their faith by volunteering 
for the Prayer and Action program.  Lane said he learned to 
love by sacrificing his own wants and needs for others and to 
make each day and all his works his prayer.  Check out Lane's 
FaceBook page, he is quite the artist!  We especially love his 
Prayer and Action project of St. Mother Theresa and Pope John 
Paul II (photo below).   Who knows... we just might have a copy 
available to purchase at ACE 2022!  You can contact Lane at 
WerthLane@gmail.com or Etsy Shop: WerthsArt. 
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Troy '93 Ruda
Advancement Director

With the arrival of fall at TMP-Marian comes some of 
the most culture defining events of our long history. Chili 
with cinnamon rolls are on the lunch menu, sounds of the 
fall musical can be heard from the Dreiling Theater, and 
friday-night-lights shine on the Monarchs as they run out 
on Lewis Field. 

We welcomed alumni and 
friends home at Homecoming 
in September and until a few 
weeks ago, I could hear the 
Junior High Monarch football 
team winning on Cripplegate 
Field out my window.  As the 
weather holds, I can see the 
students playing soccer and 
disc golf on that same field 
during P.E. It's great having the 
students on campus. A person 
doesn't realize how quiet the 
hallways have been until they 
are filled again with students 
in the fall. 

In December we will host the 
second "renewed" Christmas 
Under the Stars in the grotto. 
Many of you will remember this from your days on campus. 
It has many iterations but it was always a special time. 
When we brought it back last year, it was immediately 
well received by the students and community. The grotto 
is such a sacred space of prayer and it is wonderful to see 
it stay alive into the darkness of winter. 

A "somewhat new" fall tradition that I only  became aware 
of 4 years ago when joining the Advancement office is the 
annual bierock bake sale to benefit student transportation. 
I say new, but it's really only new to me. The event is over 
25 years old! 

A group of volunteers and Advancement staff get 
together in the kitchen on Wednesday to brown 
between 550 and 600 pounds of hamburger with 
the cabbage and seasonings so it is prepared for 
baking day. 

Before the sun rises on Friday, volunteers arrive at 
5:00 a.m. to begin making the dough that will rise 
in time to be filled with the delicious filling made a 
couple days before. On average we guarantee 350 
dozen bierocks for sale, a number limited only by 
oven space and time. That's 4,200 bierocks! Dozens 
of volunteers, parents, grandparents, faculty, staff, 
administrators and community members come 
together throughout the day to assemble, bake, 
and package the orders. It is a well oiled machine. 

Each year as we get to the end of the production 
we either have some leftover filling or leftover 
dough. We make the decision at that point to call 
it good or go until we run out of one or the other. 
It never ceases to amaze me that these volunteers 

annually exceed their goal. This year we baked and sold 
4,600 bierocks! 

I was visiting with Bill & Beverly Stark at the end of the 
day. The Starks have been helping with the bierock sale 
for years. They were reminiscing about all the years they 
had been doing this and admiring the others that help 
year after year, Joyce '70 & Debbie '72 Dinges, Irvin '68 
Leiker, Mark '80 Bieker, Don '69 Klaus, Pat & Diane '79 
Kuhn, Kathy Kaseforth and Duane Mader to name a few. 

Advancement staff member Sandy '82 Losey has been 
organzing the sale for over 25 years and Mary '77 Lang 
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has been helping for many years!  It makes me wonder, 
what will happen when these dedicated employees and 
volunteers decide to take a well deserved rest from events 
like these? Events like auctions, grotto lightings, soup 
suppers, raffle drawings, and on and on. How will these 
traditions continue?

But then I look at all the other 
volunteers. Jessica Acosta who has 
three children in either TMP-Marian 
or Holy Family Elementary and Eddie 
'96 Perrett that has one recent grad 
and another in the 5th grade both 
took all day volunteer shifts. Jami '06 
Breit and Bryan Church both with 
children at HFE and TMP-M were 
also there to help assemble and 
package. These among the dozens of 
other parent volunteers are a prime 
example of how God will provide. As 
those with years of service begin to 
step away, the new generation will 
step in to learn and continue. God is 
good always and as long as we are 
working to spread His love, we will 
have the resources we need! 

In September, I attended a Catholic stewardship conference 
where I was fortunate enough to hear a keynote speech by 
Casting Nets Ministries out of Colwich, KS. They told the 
story of the loaves and fishes. We've all heard it before but 
this time I heard it in a different way. They told it from the 
position of the disciples that had to fearfully go out to feed 

a huge crowd with nearly empty baskets. 
But their trust in Christ gave them the 
courage to go into the crowd and their 
baskets overflowed. The message is that 
Christ can do more with what we DON'T 
HAVE than we can do with what we DO 
HAVE.  

That's the message that I take away for the 
benefit of our Catholic schools. Volunteers 
will come and they will go. Students will 
come and they will go. Fundraisers and 
events will begin and they will end. But 
what must never waiver is our trust in God 
to provide what is needed for HIS schools.

Thank you for all you do for our schools 
and I wish God's blessings on you and 
your familes during this joyful Christmas 
season!
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Merry
Christmas

&
A Blessed 
New Year

Give thanks to the Lord...


