
 Principal’s Corner          
Happy Fall!! What an amazing September we had here at Martin Road. We have been 
busy learning our routines/procedures and adjusting to 5 day a week in-person instruc-

tion. We are continuing to work on building your child’s stamina for school. 

Our walkathon on September 24th was a huge success. Our school raised over $2,000 for our 
PTA. The students walked three times around the building after listening to the Bills Shout 
song and learning about the importance of moving their body 60 minutes every day. Thank 
you to all of our parent volunteers that came out and walked with us. The students are so ex-
cited when they see their parent or a friend’s parent in the school. You play a huge role in 
your child’s success. Please make sure to have your child in school every day and ready to 
learn — this helps students see the value and importance of education. We appreciate all of 
your constant support. BE ON TIME, READY TO LEARN, EVERY DAY!!! 

  Sneak Peek Ahead … 
October  1 — Emergency Drill 15-minute early release 
 
October 8 – Buffalo Bills Spirit Day 

October 11 – No School – Columbus Day 

October 14 – Buffalo Sabres Blue & Yellow Day 

October 19 – Student Half-Day – 11:15AM Dismissal 

News from the  

Library 
Students have been working hard at learning proce-
dures in the media center and will begin checking out 
library books soon! Everyone is very excited to be able to choose great 
books to read! 

We read Stick and Stone by Beth Perry (2nd/3rd Grade) and talked about 
how important it is to “stick up” for our friends. Students worked with their 
table partner to write about a time they stood up for a friend and we had 
groups share their responses aloud.  

In 4th and 5th Grade, we compared characteristics of fiction and nonfiction 
books as we read Animals Nobody Loves by Seymour Simon. Then we 
thought of an animal to add to the book and tried to persuade the rest of 
the class to love the animal selected. Think fire ants, skunks, spiders, and 
someone even tried to convince the class to love mosquitoes!  

We are learning and growing and are off to a great start! 
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     The PTA is ecstatic to wel-     
      come all of its new mem-
      bers! Additionally, we 
would like to thank each family that sent in 
coins for the Walk-A-Thon collection!  

The PTA has several fun events happening in 
October!  

Our next PTA meeting will be October 7th at 
6:30 P.M. in the Martin Road Library.  

October 14-22 will be the Scholastic Book 
Fair. Be on the lookout for information com-
ing home regarding your child’s time to visit 
and shop the Book Fair! 

October 21st will be our Family Fall Fest 
evening at Martin Road from 5:30-7:30 P.M., 
hosted in conjunction with the Parent Engage-
ment Team. We are excited to welcome fami-
lies back and will be sending further infor-
mation home with your child!  



 Third Grade Troopers 

What a great start to the 2021-2022 

school year!  

The students are getting back into the school 

routine and continuing to work hard. We are 

looking forward to diving into multiplication soon 

in Math, learning about weather systems in sci-

ence, exploring where we live on Earth in Social 

Studies and using our reading skills to highlight 

character traits, summarizing and point of view 

in ELA. Please continue to support your child’s 

education at home by reading for at least 20 

minutes a night and reviewing skills learned in 

the classroom.  

 

Fantastic Fourth Grade 
 
Happy fall everyone! We are all very excited for the cooler 
weather and we are hard at work continuing to learn the rou-
tines of the green wing. 

In ELA, we are learning about cause and effect, main idea, 
as well as looking at two stories and comparing them. These 
skills help our students become better readers as well as 
think outside the box and make predictions. Please remem-
ber that it is important for your student to read 20 minutes at 
home every night. You can talk with your child about what 
they are reading and ask questions about the characters or 
setting. 

MULTIPLICATION, MULTIPLICATION, and more MUL-
TIPLICATION. That is what we are working on in math in 
October and November. We will begin multiplying 2- digit 
by 1-digit numbers using several different strategies and then 
move on to 2- digit by 2- digit multiplication. Practice those 
multiplication facts every day! 

In social studies, we are continuing to learn all about New 
York State. We will investigate many important explores 
like Henry Hudson. We will also be looking at the Native 
American tribes that have lived in our area and influenced 
the region. 

In science we will be continuing our discussion of plants and 
animals and how their various senses and adaptations influ-
ence their environment. 

We hope everyone has a SPOOKTACULAR October and is 
ready for all to come in November! 

Second Grade Superstars 
In October, students will read and spell words 

with bonus letters and glued sounds. Students 

will use the strategy and ask and answer ques-

tions to improve their reading comprehension. 

Students need to be reading at home every night and be 

recording their reading on the October reading calendar. 

Reading with your child is a wonderful way to connect 

and spend quality time together! 

Second graders will continue to increase their number 

sense and understanding of place value. Please keep prac-

ticing addition and subtraction facts at home with your 

child as well!  

We also wanted to take a moment to thank our families 

for sending in all of the requested school supplies! We will 

certainly use them all year! 

Happy Fall! 

— The Second Grade Team 

Fabulous Fifth Grade 
Our fifth grade students are off to a great start this 

school year!  As we begin October, we will continue to work 
through our first chapter in Math - Place Value, Multiplica-
tion, and Expressions.  Please have your child practice their 

multiplication and division facts each night.  This should 
take only 5 minutes!  Chapter 1 is a very important chapter 
in our Math curriculum.  It is the foundation for what your 
child will learn in later chapters.  In ELA, our students will 

continue their learning in Unit 1.  Students will explore gen-
res such as informational text, biography, and persuasive 
articles.  We will use reading strategies such as asking 

questions before, during, and after reading to help under-
stand informational texts.  To help reinforce these necessary 
skills in Math and ELA, homework is assigned almost daily 
in at least 1 subject area.  Please be sure to check in with 
your child about their homework.  Ask to see their plan-

ner.  Students should be writing down their homework each 
day in their planner.  All good homework allows for stu-

dents to develop time management skills, which is essential 
to developing responsibility.  Some assignments are due 

the following day, others have short-term or long-term due 
dates.  If your child is participating in an extra-curricular 

activity (Band, Chorus, Girls on the Run, etc.), your child is 
responsible for completing any assignments they may have 
missed while attending those activities.  Students should 

check in with their teacher to receive their work.  This also 
applies to when your child is absent from school.  It is im-

portant that your child returns to school with a note regard-
ing their absence.  
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From the Nurse’s Office 
 By Mrs. Fanning 
 

A quick reminder—if you have 
changed your phone number since 

summer vacation, please contact the 
school with an updated number. It is 

very important for the nurse to be able to contact 
home in the case of an accident or illness. It is very 
unfortunate to have a child sitting and waiting in the 
health office because we are unable to reach home.  

 
If your child is sick with a fever, sore throat, cough, 

or stomach issues, please keep them home until 
they are feeling better! It is our responsibility to 
make sure that we are not spreading germs and 

keeping ourselves as healthy as possible!  
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Music Notes 
Band lessons started up on Monday, Sep-
tember 27th! If your child is participating 
in band this year, please look for him or 
her to be bringing home an instrument 
and practicing for 15-20 minutes each 

day after school. I will also send home important 
information regarding how band works, our rules, 
expectations, and potential performance opportuni-
ties. Please contact me with any questions or con-
cerns you have and get ready for those first wonder-
ful, beginning-band sounds coming from your child's 
instrument! I promise it will get better! :)  
Russell Carere—MRE Instrumental Music 
rcarere@lackawannaschools.org 

NEWS FROM THE ART  ROOM  
 Martin Road artists have been very busy 
as we have all learned how to safely use 

art materials and clean up properly in the 
art room. Now, it’s time to put that 

knowledge to work as we begin to explore the beau-
tiful fall colors and artists that have shared images in 

their work.  

Coming up in October, students will explore the 
theme of Fall by learning about artists like Andy 

Goldsworthy who uses leaves, sticks, and rocks to 
make amazing works of art in nature. We will learn 

about artists like Charles Burchfield and Vincent 
VanGOgh who help us see the wind in the trees.  

Students will explore fall colors and make works of 
art learning how to create pumpkin, scarecrow, and 
leaf pictures as well as other fantastic fall-themed 

works of art. 

Stay creative, Martin Road!  

 

ENL Department News: 
 

If your child qualifies for ENL 
services, you should receive a 

letter that states their ENL level. 
If you have any questions 

about this, please contact your 
child's teacher.  

 

As a reminder, here  are your 
ENL teachers: 

Ms. Nashir – Grades 2-5 
Ms. Taylor – Grade 2 

Mrs. Meegan – Grade 3 
Mrs. Pulka – Grade 4 
Ms. Mohsin – Grade 5 



Occupational and Physical Therapy  
 
 
Happy October families! In addition to cele-
brating Halloween, we are celebrating Na-
tional Physical Therapy Month! We have had 
a wonderful start to the school year working 
with our PT and OT friends. Here are some 
ideas for “scary” good exercises and activi-
ties you can do at home: A spider walk 
around the house is always fun (crab walk), 
don’t let the spider catch you! Walk like a 
bear to find some toys or treats. Balance on 
one foot like a flamingo. Lay on your stom-
ach and fly like a superhero (lift your arms 
and legs off the floor, leaving just your stom-
ach on the floor). Play Zombie tag. Go for a 
walk around the neighborhood and check 
out all the decorations for fall and Hallow-
een. Enjoy the wonderful October weather!  
 
 
Katie Dill PT,DPT, Katie Byrwa PT,DPT, Amy Rybak PTA 

Laura Pozzuto OTR/L, Amy Woodley OTR/L, Tara 
Hanlon COTA/L, Claire Malicki COTA/L 
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Notes from Speech Language Department:  
Happy Autumn! 

 

  We have had a great start to the year! Students are scheduled and 

in therapy. Every student is reviewing their goals and has gotten 

started working on them. Homework sheets for students will be 

coming home to help with carry-over skills. A speech and language 

therapy flyer is coming home in your child’s backpack. Please con-

tact us at 826-5610 or your child’s teacher if you have any questions 

about what your child is working on.   

 

 

 

 

Ms. Merrill, Mrs. Host and Mrs. Pope 

 

 

Notes from the School Counselor 

I had a lot of fun reconnecting 
with all the students during the month of 
September. We spent a lot of time talking 

about different feelings that we all encounter throughout 
our life and how a school counselor can help guide them 
through these feelings in school.  

October presents many different campaigns that allow us 
as a school to open the doors to have serious discussions 
in an upbeat and proactive way.  During your child’s 
character education lesson, we will be honoring the 
recognition of “National Bullying Prevention” month. 
Each grade will have different conversations on the topic 
of bullying based on their grade level. When 
conversations occur on the topic of bullying, it can cause 
your child to become sensitive and hyper-vigilant of their 
current social interactions or bring up past experiences. If 
your child comes home talking about a bullying situation 
that may be bothering them, please refer to the 
September newsletter or contact my office for additional 
guidance on how to respond to your child.   

In addition, Martin Road will also focus our attention 
during the week of October 23, 2021, to October 
31, 2021, to honor and recognize the importance of 
the “Red Ribbon Week” awareness campaign. Red 
Ribbon Week is designed to help our students gain 
knowledge of the dangers of drug use and celebrate 
those who live a drug-free life. During “Red Ribbon 
Week” we will encourage students and staff to 
participate in a “spirit week” to continue to leave the 
drugs behind and live a drug-free life.   Feel free to 
encourage your child to participate in the following days: 

Monday 10/25: "RED-y" to Live a Drug Free Life 
(Wear Red)  

Tuesday 10/26: Be a Hero - Stand Up and Say NO to 
Drugs! (Superhero Day)  

Wednesday 10/27: Our Dreams Are Too Big for Drugs 
(Wear Pajamas)  

Thursday 10/28: Winners Don't Do Drugs (Wear sports 
or Steelers gear)  

Friday 10/29: Say BOO to Drugs (Wear Costumes)  

NEWS from the GYM 

This month we are working on fit-

ness & conditioning for students 

participating in the Fitnessgram Pacer 

Test. This gives students a baseline cardi-

ovascular score to help them improve 

their endurance throughout the school 

year. Be sure to ask them how they did! 

Ms. Steckstor and Mr. Wiskup 



Social Worker’s Corner—Connecting Parent, Child, and School 
How Children Cope with Bullying in Their Early Years 

Many of you, might have experienced some form of bullying in your younger years. 
As a parent now, it is important that you understand exactly how your child will re-
act to a bullying scenario and that you are putting practices into place that can help 

them cope with bullying and the stress it causes. To do this effectively, it is im-
portant that you talk to your child about potential bully and bullied situations that 

might be happening at school or on the bus. School staff cannot intervene or assist 
if they are not aware of the problem. If you feel your child is a victim or engaging in 

bullying behavior, please reach out to the school.  
When your child complains about a certain group of kids or doesn't want to go to 
school, there may be an underlying reason. Oftentimes, children are scrutinized by 
their peers for ‘tattling’ and may continue to endure bullying to avoid such scrutiny. 

Encourage your child to share with you what information they have and assure 
them that telling is different than tattling—it is for their own good. 

Give your child a few tips that they can bring to school to avoid bullying situations. 
Let them know that they can always walk away if they feel uncomfortable, talk to 
teachers, or simply make friends with other peers. Do not encourage your child to 

‘fight back,’ as this often results in double the trouble. 
 

How You Can Help at Home: 
 

 By telling your child NOT to fight back against a bully, you teach 
them not to respond by doing the same that was done to them. If 

someone has made them feel poorly, it only worsens the situation to 
make someone else feel the same way.  

 Encourage your child to talk with trusted adults when they feel hurt. 
 Talk to your child’s teacher, counselor, or principal about potentially 

harmful situations if the need arises.  
 

* OCTOBER IS BULLYING AWARENESS MONTH * 
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