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Inside this  issue: 

“Sometimes you find yourself in the middle of nowhere, and 
sometimes in the middle of nowhere you find yourself.” Anony-
mous 
Here we are, staring at the end of October – a full two months of 
school in the books!  

 
It is interesting to me as I reflect on where we are today versus 
where we were a year ago.  Last year, we were in the middle of 
uncertainty and all these changes that we were a part of; maybe 
we understood, maybe we agreed, maybe we didn’t understand, 
maybe we disagreed; however, regardless of what we felt, we 
knew we were in uncharted territory. Now, fast forward a year. It 
still feels like we are not quite sure of where we are in life!  We 
still have turmoil, but we have experience. The experience 
doesn’t make it easier, but we now have something to draw on; 
however, there are days where it feels like we are still in “no 
man’s land.” Now, even though we are still in uncertain times, 
there are signs popping up that indicate we are climbing out of the 
turbulence. We do not know when this will occur, but I have faith 
that one day we will come out of this better than we were before. 
Not sure what normal was or is, but we will grow, learn, and be 
better off after going through these challenging times.  

 
Hope each of you have a great fall as we prepare for the winter 
months ahead!  
 
DISTRICT ENROLLMENT 
Fall Enrollment for the 2021 – 2022 School Year 

Enrollment – Count Day for Annual Number Belonging (ANB) 
was Monday, October 4, 2021.  Our K-8 numbers are up 84 stu-
dents compared to the fall of 2020 enrollment count while the 
high school numbers are up by 33.   
  
School districts can use either the actual Annual Number Belong-
ing (ANB) number from the current year or a three-year average 
of students when setting the general fund budget. Our enrollment 
continues to grow and it seems this trend will continue in the 
foreseeable future.  
VETERANS DAY PROGRAM 
Frenchtown Schools will be putting on a Veteran’s Day program! 

The program will take place on Thursday, November 11 th.  The 
make-up of the day might be different than a normal Veteran’s 
Day Program. There won’t be a crowd to observe and participate, 
rather groups will enter the gym, perform, leave, while another 
group will be entering the gym, performing, and departing. The 
Veterans will be placed strategically to be able to observe the 
tributes in a way that provides opportunities for distancing etc. 
We are also planning on filming the tributes and making that 
available to folks to watch. The tentative schedule for our Veter-
ans is below: 

 Tentative Idea/Plan 
Date: November 11, 2021 
Location: Middle School Gym 

  9:00am-10:30am 

 8:00am-9:00am- FCS will cater a Veterans Breakfast Key 
Club and 4-5 ambassadors sit at table to talk with veterans 
during breakfast 

 9:00-9:05am Presentation of Colors 

 9:00am-9:05am National Anthem- Chamber Choir 

 9:05am- 9:15am Introduction and Thank You- Student Body 
President 

 9:15am- 9:25am- Fallen Soldier Table 

 9:25am- 9:30am Veteran’s Day Video Tribute 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHG_TA1T5mg 

 9:30-9:35am-Keynote   

 9:35-9:40 am- High School Choir - Military Medley 

 10:00am-10:15am- Intermediate Song 

 10:15am-10:25am- High School Band  

 10:25am-10:30am Thank You  

 10:30am- Taps Presentation of Colors 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS 
The following information is required by schools to be made 
available to parents by the state of Montana.  We have to make 
available the qualifications of teachers in our district.  A “highly 
qualified teacher” for Montana as defined by the Montana Office 
of Public Instruction is a teacher that is properly certified and 
endorsed in all areas of the teaching assignment.  A parent may 
request the following information regarding the professional qual-
ifications of the student’s classroom teachers: 

1. Whether the teacher has met state qualifications and 
licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in 
which the teacher provides instruction. (All of our teachers 
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meet state qualifications or licensing criteria) (We do 
have one teacher that does not meet Montana qualifica-
tions, but does meet a neighboring state standards and 
we are working on meeting the Montana state criteria) 
     2.Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or 
other provisional status through which state qualification 
or licensing criteria have been waived. (We have one 
teacher that is currently teaching with provisional sta-
tus) 
     3.The baccalaureate degree major of your child’s teach-
er/s and any other graduate certification or degree held by 
the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certificate or 
degree. (If you would like this information about any 
teacher your child has, please submit your request in 
writing to Les Meyer, Superintendent and this infor-
mation will be provided) 
     4.Whether your child, if served in Title I, is being pro-
vided services by paraprofessionals and if so, their qualifi-
cations.  (You can request this information in writing from 
Les Meyer, Superintendent) 
 
END OF THE FIRST QUARTER? CAN IT BE 
TRUE?  
How can we be staring at the end of the First Quarter al-
ready? In Grades K-8 we will be handing out report cards 
at Parent/Teacher Conferences. If you do not receive one, 
then we will mail them to you. In Grades 9-12 we will 
hand out report cards at conferences as well; however, if 
you are unable to attend, then please check the grades on 
Infinite Campus. If you need assistance, please reach out to 
the high school office or we can mail a hard copy to you.   

 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES                     

NOVEMBER 3rd AND 4th   
Please take the oppor tunity to follow up with your  
child’s teachers.  It will provide valuable insight; this will 
be good for parents and staff! 
 
THE FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT IS IN 
NEED OF: 

 BUS DRIVERS!!! We are holding steady; howev-
er, the low number of drivers and substitute drivers 
coupled with the rising number of students is straining 
this department immensely. Please contact us if you 
have any interest at all.  This is a major issue within 
the school district. It is an issue all across the state of 
Montana. If you have questions or inquiries please 
call Tucker Eslinger or Jime Benitez at 626-2610 or 
email them at tuckereslinger@ftbroncs.org or jimebe-
nitz@ftbroncs.org.  

 PARAPROFESSIONALS!!! If you are interested 
in working the same schedule as your child and want 
to work in a supporting manner with students and 
staff, then give us a call!  You may contact Jennifer 
Demmons at 626-2775.  

 SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS!!! What a great way 
to work the same schedule as your child! You would 
be able to work a varied schedule, accept a job or turn 
it down! This is a great way to get to know people, 
students, and experience the district first hand! If 
interested or have inquiries, then please reach out to 
Stacie Mether at 626-2600 or by email: sta-
ciemether@ftbroncs.org!   

EDUCATIONAL, OCCUPATIONAL, RECREA-

TIONAL, AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES 

ABOUND AT FRENCHTOWN PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS!  TAKE CARE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 November 3-4 Parent Teacher Conferences 

 November 18th Early Out  

National Merit Scholarship Program 

 
Each year over 1.4 million high school students enter the 

National Merit Scholarship competition by taking the 
PSAT in the fall of their junior year. The following spring, 
NMSC identifies about 50,000 test takers who received the 
highest scores. The pool is then narrowed to 16,000 semifi-
nalists who continue to compete in the National Merit 
Program. The students who advance have a chance to be-
come the recipient of one of about 7,600 Merit Scholarship 
awards.    
We would like to recognize and offer congratulations to 
Sean Rody. He was recently chosen as a semifinalist in 
the National Merit Scholarship Program. Making it to the 
semifinalist round of this competition is a major achieve-
ment! 
Students of the Month 

Congratulations to Cassidy Bagnell and Sean Rody they 
have been selected as the October “Elk Students of the 
Month,” and will be among those included in those consid-
ered for “Elk Student of the Year” recognition at the end of 
this school year. The students are selected by their teachers 
and counselors based on academic excellence, community 
service, school involvement and leadership. 
College Fair 
Over fifty seniors attended the college fair at the Universi-
ty of Montana. The fair featured approximately 95 colleg-
es, universities, and technical schools. All branches of the 

military were also represented. This is a great resource and 
opportunity for those students looking for more infor-
mation about college or the military. 
Here is a breakdown of the applications: 

 49 -Students applied to a 4 year college- Business, 
Elementary Ed, Aerospace engineering, Pre-med, 
Physical therapy, Communication Sciences, Psychol-
ogy, Journalism, Pre-law, Art, Environmental studies, 
Wildlife Bio, Engineering, Nursing, Sports Psycholo-
gy 

 16 students applied to a 2 year school- Lineman, 
Welding, Diesel Mechanic, Culinary, Plumbing, Elec-
trician, Associates Degree 

 Job Corp- 1 

 Military- 1 enlisted Army, 4 possible Marines, 1 in 
process application for NROTC 

 

mailto:tuckereslinger@ftbroncs.org
mailto:jimebenitz@ftbroncs.org
mailto:jimebenitz@ftbroncs.org
mailto:staciemether@ftbroncs.org
mailto:staciemether@ftbroncs.org
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The Frenchtown High School counselors hosted a 
FASFA night for parents on October 11th.  

As part of the Money Matters Grant the University of Mon-
tana Financial Aid Office came out to help with FAFSA 
night.  21 Frenchtown seniors applied with the help of their 
parent/guardian. 

Sticker Shock 

The Frenchtown Youth Leadership Committee participated 
in a “sticker shock” campaign. They placed stickers on the 
alcohol at Frenchie's and Broncs Grocery reminding the 
consumers its illegal to provide alcohol to minors. 

 

 
 

 

Homecoming King Garrett Schmill and Queen Sadie 
Smith  

In Mrs. Goris' Stock Trading and Economics class, students 
are participating in the Stock Market Game.  This is a live 
simulation where students compete against other teams 
from Montana for a chance at real prize money.  So far the 
team made up of Calvin Russell, Tyler Dimaggio, Conner 
Hesse, Roman Duke and Garrett Olsen has been consistent-
ly in the top 10 out of 376 total teams in Montana.  The 
simulation ends in December.  In Mrs. Goris' Business 101 
class, students are participating in the Montana Biz Sim.  
This is a business-oriented live simulation where students 
compete in teams to have the highest return on investment 
in a business they manage.  The team of Catherine 
Niekamp and Lyssah Kromrey have been #1 in their indus-
try since the simulation began.  There are over 300 Mon-
tana teams participating in this simulation.  Winners re-
ceive prize money and gifts from the simulation sponsors.  
This simulation also ends in December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Youngberg is the HOSA Advisor 

I was excited to take three dedicated young ladies to Butte 
for the Fall Leadership Conference at Montana Tech. The 
conference is dedicated to allow not only the leaders of 
HOSA groups from different schools to meet up but also 
allows the advisors to meet as well. Last year was my first 
year as the HOSA advisor and not having this in person 
conference made the year challenging. At the conference 
the advisors discussed different activities, community ser-
vice projects, and ways to increase the overall numbers in 
HOSA around the state. The advisors also traded ways to 
prepare the students for the State Leadership Conference in 
Billings in the spring. I have been very lucky to have an 
amazing group of future health professionals to work with 
over the last year and can’t wait to see what they do in the 
future. Despite being one of the smaller groups in the state 
our HOSA chapter was recognized as the top chapter last 
year in the monthly health challenges. We are still looking 
to grow our numbers and plan out some fun health aware-
ness events in the coming months.  

On Tuesday, October 5th, Abby Faulhaber, Ella Arnold, 
and Kayla Botkin represented the Frenchtown High School 
HOSA Chapter at Montana HOSA’s Fall Leadership Con-
ference held at Montana Tech University in Butte, Mon-
tana. At the conference, we learned about many different 
items that we are going to implement into our weekly 
meetings, as well as getting the opportunity to chat with 
other Montana Chapters about their successes throughout 
the past year. We also learned several strategies to gain a 
larger membership enrollment, as well as learning how to 
grow our reputation in the community. Frenchtown HOSA 
was recognized last spring at the State Leadership Confer-
ence for completing the most amount of Montana HOSA 
assigned “monthly health challenges,” and we plan on 
continuing these challenges throughout the rest of the 
school year in hopes to better our community in the 
healthcare realm. Be on the lookout for HOSA Week - an 
eventful week hosted by Frenchtown HOSA in order to 
spread awareness and develop skills while having fun! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Parent teacher conferences are a great opportunity to check 

on your student’s progress. They will be held in the high 

school commons from 3:30-7:00 p.m. on Thursday No-

vember 3rd and Friday November 4th.  No appointment is 

necessary! We hope to see you there!  
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Graduation is currently scheduled for Sunday May 29th at 1 p.m.  

With the cool breeze of winter fast approaching, this year 
has been flying by. With the end of first quarter (Oct. 
29th), we have been in full swing trying to assist students 
in reaching their goals.   Some students have experienced 
tremendous success, and for some they are now getting a 
second wind.  Others still need a gust to blow them in the 
right direction.   

For parents/guardians who would like to make sure their 
student is headed in the right direction, progress can be 
monitored by accessing the Infinite Campus Parent Portal 
on the Frenchtown District website (www.ftsd.org).  If you 
have concerns regarding grades, you can contact the teach-
ers directly (email is the best option for teacher communi-
cation).  The counselors are also available to meet with 
students about academic needs.  

Testing Information 
In April, Frenchtown High School will offer the ACT (a 
standardized test that most colleges/universities require 
prior to admissions) to all juniors. This test will take place 
during the school day free of charge. Stay tuned for further 
details. Our sophomores will hopefully be able to take the 
Pre-ACT free of charge again this year  as well.  If the 
test is made available by the state, sophomores will test in 
April as well.   
PSAT: Some students took the PSAT on October  13 th.  
The results will be mailed to the school in December and 
will be distributed to students.   Scores will also be availa-
ble online through the College Board. 
Anyone wishing to take the ACT on a national testing date, 
should visit act.org to check dates, prices and to register. 
If you would like to take the SAT, please visit collegeread-
iness.collegeboard.org. 

 
Financial Aid 
The FAFSA priority filing deadline for Montana schools is 
December 1st.   
  
If you missed our FAFSA Night and your student is con-
sidering attending the University of Montana, you can set 
up an individual meeting to complete the FAFSA.  Email 
or call the contacts listed to set up an appointment. 

Also, the UM Financial Education Program is offering 
Thrifty Thursday FAFSA Workshops - Thursday, October 

28th & Friday, November 12th (virtual) and a recorded 
FAFSA Overview Workshop.  For more information 
please visit https://www.umt.edu/financial-
education/FAFSA.php. 

Frenchtown continues to participate with My Student in 
Need - http://www.mystudentinneed.org/.  My Student in 
Need is a way for Frenchtown school staff to anonymously 
post student needs such as school supplies or winter coats.  
Community members and donors are able to view the 
needs and fulfill them if they are able.      

In addition to My Student in Need, there are other re-
sources available to families in need.  Please let the coun-
selors know if you have a need so we can connect you to 
the appropriate resources. 

With assistance from Tamarack Grief Resource Center, the 
counselors will deliver suicide prevention lessons to all 
students.   

The behaviors listed below may be signs that someone is 
thinking about suicide. 

 Talking about wanting to die or wanting to kill them-
selves 

 Talking about feeling empty, hopeless, or having no 
reason to live 

 Making a plan or looking for a way to kill themselves, 
such as searching for lethal methods online, stockpil-
ing pills, or buying a gun 

 Talking about great guilt or shame 

 Talking about feeling trapped or feeling that there are 
no solutions 

 Feeling unbearable pain (emotional pain or physical 
pain) 

 Talking about being a burden to others 

 Using alcohol or drugs more often 

 Acting anxious or agitated 

 Withdrawing from family and friends 

 hanging eating and/or sleeping habits 

 Showing rage or talking about seeking revenge 

 Taking great risks that could lead to death, such as 
driving extremely fast 

 Talking or thinking about death often 

 Displaying extreme mood swings, suddenly changing 

from very sad to very calm or happy 

 Giving away important possessions 

 Saying goodbye to friends and family 

 Putting affairs in order, making a will 

If these warning signs apply to you or someone you know, 
get help as soon as possible, particularly if the behavior is 
new or has increased recently. 
(nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/suicide-
prevention/index.shtml)  

 

 

 

6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

http://www.ftsd.org
https://www.umt.edu/financial-education/FAFSA.php
https://www.umt.edu/financial-education/FAFSA.php
http://www.mystudentinneed.org/
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Frenchtown Families --- 

As we move into Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Winter 

Break, it is always a challenge to get middle school stu-

dents to dress for the weather.  Just a reminder we will be 

going outside unless it is below zero/wind chill will be 

included in this factor.  It is more important than ever to 

get students outside on a daily basis. 

Important school information will be sent in “Weekly 

Thursday” on a bi-weekly email for the upcoming school 

week.  It is extremely important parents have a correct 

email in Infinite Campus to receive the most up to date 

information from Frenchtown Middle School. 

Aaron Griffin 

Middle School Principal 

Frenchtown Schools 

 

Family/Teacher Conferences:   

Wednesday, November 3, 2021from 3:30 pm to 

7:00 pm. 

Thursday, November 4, 2021 from 3:30 pm to 7:00 

pm. 

Early Release (12:30 pm) on Wednesday-Thursday, 

November 3-4, 2021 

No school on Friday, November 5, 2021 

Enrollment as of October 13, 2021 

8th Grade:  130 

7th Grade:  107  

6th Grade:  104      

       Total:  341 

Sports Update 

MS Football:  Both the 7th/8th grade football teams were 

undefeated this season!  The 8th grade completed the 

last two years without a loss. 

MS Soccer:   Had a great season at 5-1-1 on the year.  

This is an impressive feat for only having 13 students 

– (my pictures on my phone did not turn out – I will 

put the team photo from Lifetouch when I receive it 

in the November Newsletter) 

MS Cross Country:  We had 5 meets this year  with a 

record 28 students.  Congrats to Bently McGraw and 

Eleanor Rheinhardt for placing in the Top 10 runners 

at the Missoula City Meet. 

MS Volleyball:  MS Volleyball concluded this weekend 

with the 8th grade team finishing second in the Cop-

per League Tournament in Frenchtown.  Mrs. Rugg's 

7th grade volleyball team finished the season unde-

feated! Congrats Ladies! 

 Special thanks:  J amie Romney-FitzGerald for volun-

teering to help out with MS Cross Country.  To the 

7th grade parents and Christina Houlihan for organiz-

ing 8th grade chain gang crews for MS football 

games.  Kim Houlihan for the weekly football pic-

tures.  

 

“We run this school”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FMS Broncs Middle School Football Team 
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Copper League Volleyball Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Cart  
Each Monday:  FMS students are allowed to purchase 

coffee from the HS lobby from 7:45-8:10 am.  This 
will be a trial basis and only on Monday of each 
week. 

CoVId Homework Requests-- 

  Parents of students who have tested positive 

or in quarantine please notify MS office/

administration. 

 Mr. Griffin or Ms. Luth will notify the grade 

level teams of students estimated time out of 

school/collect school supplies needed. 

 Students need to email teachers for home-

work, access to google classroom, and daily 

communication/questions using FTbroncs 

email accounts. 

 Students who need to check out a “Chrome 

Book,” during these absences can do so 

through the FHS/MS Library --- It needs to be 

returned upon reentering school.  Students 

who do not have access to the internet should 

call the office for instructions. 

 This is only for students that are out of school 

because of testing positive/being a close con-

tact.  

Water Bottles:  Have students br ing their  own water  
bottles – we have opened up the fountains for student 
use, but water bottles are strongly encouraged to be 
used! 

Incoming 7th Grade Reminder: Montana State Law 
requires any child enrolled in a Montana public 
school must have the following immunizations be-
fore entering the 7th grade: ***1 dose of Tetanus, 
Diphtheria, and Pertussis (Tdap) booster before en-
tering 7th grade (Tdap is required to protect against 
whooping cough).  You will need to have your child 
immunized before the start of the 7th grade year. 
Please provide the office with documentation from 
the health provider of the booster and the date that it 
was given. You may FAX documentation to the mid-
dle school office at (406) 626-2654. Exemptions to 
this law for religious or medical reasons will require 
an exemption form signed by the parent/guardian and 
be notarized. 

MS Music Schedules  

6th Grade Band & Choir - During 7th Period 
(Advisory) 
 Band = Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
 Choir – Tuesday, Thursday 
 
7th & 8th Grade Band & Choir   

1:00-1:35 for 8th Graders  

1:00-1:40 for 7th Graders 

A Days- Band Mr. Nelson (Wed-Friday—Oct 13-15) 

B Days- Choir Mr. Sheerin (Tues-Thursday--- Oct 12-14) 

High School Monday/8 Days- Off for now, but will be 
reserved for small group practice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

 

 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RISE UP!!! 

We all watched our kick off assembly with the theme 

RISE UP!  This school year we are challenging kids to rise 

up against those big feelings of mean, worry, fear, and self

-doubt and work together to RISE UP with our feelings of 

connection and community.  Students took part in a class 

meeting to define who is in our support system, trusted 

adults, and how when we work together, we RISE UP 

together.  Students and Teachers worked on a mission 

statement for their classrooms or goals to continue the 

theme of RISE UP. The YouTube link to the video is: 

https://youtu.be/xgAcWPFSueg 

SOCK-TOBER 

Our first community RISE UP initiative is a sock 

drive.  On the K-5 campus, we are collecting new socks to 

distribute to the families that we serve during Christmas-

time.  We work in conjunction with the local Kiwanis 

group as well as several area Churches to ensure the kids 

in our community get a Christmas.  This year, we are add-

ing socks to that mix.  If you would like to donate socks, 

hurry up, our sock drive ends the end of October.  We are 

taking new socks only.  Thanks to the many community 

members who have donated thus far!!! 

Canned Food Drive  

Our canned food drive will begin the last week of October 

and will continue up until Thanksgiving.  The RISE UP 

program initiatives that we are using to bolster support for 

our community members who need it most.  Please drop 

off you CANNED FOOD donations, or send them with 

your student.  Thanks for your support.  We hope that you 

hear your students talking about a RISE-UP challenge tied 

to this CANNED FOOD DRIVE - we have two of them 

CANDAMONIUM and Dry FOOD Dominos.  We will be 

making a large Dry FOOD DOMINO track with food that 

comes in boxes - think cereal, pastas, and premade dinners 

in a box.  Let us Domino through this CANNED FOOD 

DRIVE!  

Guidance Classes 

(PK-2)In the counseling classes, your students have been 

learning about Big Problems and Small Problems.  Big 

Problems feel heavy, are difficult to handle, they make us 

feel scared, worried, or nervous.  They may involve dan-

ger, something, or someone getting hurt.  These big prob-

lems involve talking with a grown up that we trust.  Small 

problems are problems that "I can fix myself".  We teach 

the students problem solving strategies to fix those small 

problems.  Strategies include: ignore, walk away, wait and 

cool off, go to another game, apologize, talk it out, make a 

deal and share and take turns.  Your students are learning 

all of these - ask them about these strategies! 

(3-5)In the Intermediate building, we are working on big 

and small problems, too (although we like to call them 

serious and minor problems). In addition to this, we are 

also working on identifying and communicating our emo-

tions. We all played a fun game that we like to call 

"Feeling Charades" where we take turns explaining and 

acting out feeling words like excited, annoyed, and disap-

pointed. This game has become a favorite and it shows us 

how hard it can be for other people to guess how we feel, 

just by the look on our face! Even though explain our 

emotions can be difficult, it helps our "teammates" (our 

support system) understand what is going on with us. Add 

"Feeling Charades" to your family game night!! 

Parent Teacher Conferences are November 3 and 4th 
from 1:00pm-7:00pm.  
Conference Link attached: https://
www.myconferencetime.com/frenchtownelem/. We ask 
that parents just sign up for a conference with their child's 
homeroom teacher; we do not have enough slots for every 
parent to sign up with every teacher. If you need a meeting 
with another teacher other than your child's homeroom, 
please email the classroom teacher for availability or any 

questions you might have. 
Veterans Wall at Frenchtown K-5 
We are a doing a Veterans Wall at Frenchtown South 
campus. If anyone in the community has a family member 
that has served in the armed forces both past and present, 
please send a picture with the Veterans name and branch 
of service to Riley Devins 
at RileyDevins@ftbroncs.org for the wall. 

Homecoming 2021 Homecoming week was a huge suc-
cess. Students dressed up for each of the days and really 
had a blast showing their school spirit! Thank you so 
much to all the students that participated and to the High 
School for making the entire week one to remember. 

 

      Intermediate                       Elementary                     Elementary 

https://youtu.be/xgAcWPFSueg
https://www.myconferencetime.com/frenchtownelem/
https://www.myconferencetime.com/frenchtownelem/
mailto:RileyDevins@ftbroncs.org
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4th Grade Science 
Fourth Grade science is 
hands on and full of 
learning. With our new 
Inspire Science curricu-
lum, students are learn-
ing about the scientific 
process while develop-
ing a love for 
knowledge. Each class-
room is setup with 
hands on experiments 
that follow our day-to-
day curriculum. 

5th Grade Naturalist 
Every year we have the opportunity in the 5th grade to 
work with the Missoula Naturalists. They do such a great 
job working with kids across the county and we are very 
lucky to have them as an affordable resource to educating 
students about erosion, watershed, plant species, etc... 
Pictured below is 5th graders working with the Missoula 
Naturalists at Fort Missoula! We love learning about our 
ecosystem here in Montana. 

 

The Classroom Cantaloupe 
Attached are pictures of a cantaloupe that the students 
have been growing in Ms. Harvey’s class all year. It final-
ly hit a point that students could pick it and eat it. What a 
great educational lesson on growing fruit and a tasty treat 
for our students.  

Band Is In Full Swing 
Our students have been working hard in band and the 
progress is showing. Please help us by making sure that 
when your 5th grader is at home, they are practicing their 
band instruments and making progress towards their 
goals.  

Homecoming Parade 
The homecoming parade was a huge success. It was amaz-
ing to see our supportive community come out and cheer 
for our future HS programs and Athletes.   
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Hello Everyone!   
 Hope you are able to find all of the candy you 
may need for the trick or treaters on Halloween. I am 
looking forward to seeing all of the different costumes and 
the kids' excitement.  

 We are also looking forward to our first snow, 
please plan accordingly.  Make sure to label your kiddos 
coats, gloves, and hats.  We have several lost items that  
need to find their home again. If you are missing anything, 
please stop by the office and check out the stash.   

Conference time is just around the corner, No-
vember 3-4, 2021 from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. Please take the 
time to sign up with your child's classroom teacher, you 
have the option of face to face, phone or virtual. If you 
have any questions, please give us a call. 

As we move into the holidays, the season has a 
tendency to bring out all kinds of different emotions.  
Please let us know how we can best support you and your 
family.   

Thank you for your support and teamwork as we 
navigate this journey together. Everyone is working hard 
and doing a 
great job.  

 
Happy Novem-
ber, 

 
Jodi Hall 
PK-3 Principal 
406-626-2620 
 
Grade Level News 
3rd Grade  
Written by Joe Difulgentis 

 
It’s hard to believe we are already approaching the end of 
the 1st quarter!  It has been a fun and productive year in 
3rd grade so far this year.  Mrs. Burklund, Mrs. 
Hoskinson, Ms. Reed, Mr. Gyapay and Mr. DiFulgentis 
are grateful for the opportunity to work with these amaz-
ing students.   

 
During the 1st Quarter, our students have worked hard to 
build reading stamina and dive deeper into our texts by 
comparing and contrasting, identifying sequence of 
events, exploring character feelings, analyzing text fea-
tures such as headings and captions, and calling out the 
author’s purpose.   

 
Students have strengthened their writing skills while writ-
ing their personal narrative stories.  During this writing 
project, students have learned more about the writing pro-
cess in crafting their own stories about an important event 

in their life.  We’ve also been reviewing manuscript writ-
ing in preparation for cursive writing later this year.  Last, 
students will begin typing their stories after their final 
drafts are completed.   

 
In math we started the year by diving right into multiplica-
tion and division.  The students have been working hard to 
become proficient with multiplication and division fact 
families from 0 through 10.  They’ve also used multiplica-
tion to find the area of different shapes.  We will continue 
with these skills into the start of the 2nd quarter as well. 

 
In science, we’ve been learning about the entire process of 
pollination, the difference between plants and vegetables, 
and why flowers produce fruit.  We’re also exploring how 
certain traits of plants and vegetables have been recog-
nized, selected, and intentionally cultivated over long 
periods of time to yield better tasting foods. 

 
Social studies has been an opportunity to understand and 
explore Glacial Lake Missoula, the Salish people that 
originally inhabited the Frenchtown/Missoula Valley be-
fore European settlement, and the creation of Montana 
Native American Reservations that were established in the 
1800’s.      

 
2nd Grade: 
Written by Kim Duke 
We are really off to a great start in 2nd Grade!  We have 
been reading stories about families, dogs, spiders, and 
recently “Where’s My Monster?”  In math we are spend-
ing lots of time using comparison bars to solve math story 
problems. Some classrooms are learning about apples,       
  Earth and water, and Native American studies.  On Octo-
ber 11, we learned about and played the Native American 
game, “Run and Scream.”  The kids really had fun.  Soon 
we will be learning about animals and how they build their 
homes and in math we will be focusing on expanded form, 
inequalities, and money.  We are very busy in 2nd grade 
and having lots of fun. 

 
1st Grade: 
Written by Rebecca Petersen 
First grade has had an amazing start to the 2021/2022 
school year so far! We have jumped right into learning as 
we work on reading, phonics, handwriting, writing, math, 
social studies, science, art, and so much more. Recently in 
math, we have been learning how to solve addition and 
subtraction problems and writing equations. In reading we 
have been learning letter names and sounds and putting it 
all together while reading passages and working on fluen-
cy and comprehension. We are so grateful to have such 
supportive families that help continue the learning process 
at home as well. Thank you families! We recently partook 
in our first field trip of the school year where we went to 
Fort Missoula and made our own apple cider, learned what 
school was like 
way back when, 
and learned about 
old homesteads and 
compared the dif-
ferences to our 
homes now. We 
had so much fun!  

Thank you! 

Kindergarten 

In Ms. Geaudry’s class, October was “Spook-tacular”! We 
started the month off with Firefighter safety and commu-
nity workers. My class learned about shapes by making a 
fire truck craft. We even got to attend the firefighter pup-
pet show!! We then turned our focus to pumpkin crafts 
and science. We made the coolest haunted houses to go 
with a math counting activity. We did a Halloween math 
swap to help kids review basic math skills.  Lastly, we put 
on a puppet show in the room and had a Halloween party! 

October has been a month full of fun explorations in Mrs. 
Musso's class. We started by learning about fire safety, 
community helpers, and even made our own fire 
truck craft. Next, we learned all about our five senses, and 
used them by feeling, tasting, smelling, touching, and 
listening to different things. We followed up by learning 
all about pumpkins, and even got to cut one open to play 
with the insides. To end the month we celebrated Hallow-
een through arts and crafts, stories, and had a classroom 
party.   

In Mrs. Spoharski’s class, October started out with, “Ooo! 
Eee! Ooo!” when the Frenchtown Fire Department rolled 
up to our school and the kiddos got to check out the fire 
truck! They even got to climb in it! We learned all about 
fire safety that week and made sure we knew the school 
fire safety plan. Next, it was all about pumpkins, where we 
incorporated a lot of STEM projects with making predic-
tions and investigating. We even got to do some pumpkin 
painting! To end the month, we celebrated Halloween with 
arts, crafts, a Halloween math swap and finally our class-
room party. 
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This month Mrs. Grout's kindergarten class celebrated fire 
safety week. We enjoyed the puppet show put on by the 
fire department and got to explore the fire engine. We are 
also learning about scarecrows, the life cycle of a pumpkin 
and bats. We will be celebrating Halloween by reading a 
ton of fun stories, doing some counting activities, and 
incorporating some fun crafts. It's sure to be a fang-tastic 
month! 

 Mrs. Harris’ class has been VERY busy since school 
started.  We have been learning all of the expectations for 
our school and our classroom, and practicing all the time.  
We love to play at the lower playground when we earn our 
class reward, and we work hard each week to get it!We 
have learned about seeds, Fall, and fire safety.  We are 
getting very good at working and playing in centers to-
gether, and have become good friends in our classroom.  
We had so much fun dressing up to celebrate Homecom-
ing week!  We have also learned about different letters and 
the sounds that they make, as well as numbers 1-10 and 
counting with one-to-one correspondence.  I can’t wait to 
see what the next month has in store for our young learn-
ers! 

  
Miss Juden‘s class has been working hard on learning how 
to write their names and learning the letters of the alpha-
bet. Our fun themes this month have been fire safety, 
pumpkins, and all the spooky things Halloween brings. 
They even got to draw what they thought Miss Juden 
should be for Halloween! October is such a fun month 
because it kicks off a wonderful (and crazy) holiday sea-
son! I am so looking forward to watching these kids grow 
in their learning and in their social skills.  
 
Early Kindergarten 
Written by Shanelle Shirey 

 
Early Kindergarten has just passed the “one-month” mark 
as students at Frenchtown Elementary! Students are learn-
ing, growing and forming friendships each day. We have 
been working hard on stamina skills, fine motor, and gross 
motor activities fluently throughout our days. This month 
we have loved exploring the signs of fall outside on our 
campus, learning about fire safety, exploring parts and 
types of pumpkins and learning about nocturnal animals. 
As we are growing closer as a class family, we have en-
joyed the contributions and time given from families. To-
gether, we are creating a wonderful program here at 
Frenchtown Elementary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Counseling Corner 
with Miss America 
RISE UP!!! 

 We all watched our 
kick off assembly 
with the theme RISE 
UP!  This school year 
we are challenging 
kids to rise up against those big feelings of mean, worry, 
fear, and self-doubt and work together to RISE UP with 
our feelings of connection and community.  Students took 
part in a class meeting to define who is in our support 
system, trusted adults, and how when we work together, 
we RISE UP together.  Students and Teachers worked on a 
mission statement for their classrooms or goals to continue 
the theme of RISE UP. The youtube link to the video is: 
https://youtu.be/xgAcWPFSueg 

SOCK-TOBER 

Our first community RISE 
UP initiative is a sock 
drive.  On the K-5 campus 
we are collecting new socks 
to be distributed to the fami-
lies that we serve during 
Christmastime.  We work in 
conjunction with the local 
Kiwanis group as well as 
several area Churches to 
ensure the kids in our community get a Christmas.  This 
year, we are adding socks to that mix.  If you would like to 
donate socks, hurry up, our sock drive ends at the end of 
October.  We are taking new socks only.  Thanks to the 
many community members who have donated thus far!!! 

  
Canned Food Drive  
Our canned food drive will begin the 
last week of October and will continue 
up until Thanksgiving.  This is another 
one of our RISE UP program initiatives 
that we are using to bolster support for 
our community members who need it 
most.  CANNED FOOD can be dropped 
off at either of the offices on the K-5 

campus, or sent in with any one of your students.  Thanks 
for your support.  We hope that you hear your students 
talking about a RISE-UP challenge tied to this CANNED 
FOOD DRIVE - we have two of them CANDAMONIUM 
and Dry FOOD Dominos.  We will be making a large Dry 
FOOD DOMINO track with food that comes in boxes - 
think cereal, pastas, and premade dinners in a box.  Let's 
Domino through this CANNED FOOD DRIVE!  

  
Guidance Classes 
In the counseling classes, your students have been learning 
about Big Problems and Small Problems.  Big Problems 
feel heavy, are difficult to handle, they make us feel 
scared, worried, or nervous.  They may involve danger or 
something or someone getting hurt.  These big problems 
involve talking with a grown up that we trust.  Small prob-
lems are problems that "I can fix myself".  We teach the 
students problem solving strategies to fix those small 
problems.  Strategies include: ignore, walk away, wait and 
cool off, go to another game, apologize, talk it out, make a 
deal and share and take turns.  Your students are learning 
all of these  - ask them about these strategies! 
 
K-1 PE Students of the Month  

https://youtu.be/xgAcWPFSueg
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The “I Love U Guys” Foundation 
https://iloveuguys.org/ Our school has adopted The “I 
Love U Guys” Foundation’s Standard Response Protocol 
(SRP). Students and staff will be training, practicing, and 
drilling the protocol over the course of the 2021-2022 
school year. Utilizing a common language, the Standard 
Response Protocol (SRP) is based on an all hazards ap-
proach as opposed to individual scenarios. Like the Inci-
dent Command System (ICS), SRP utilizes clear common 
language while allowing for flexibility in protocol.  The 
premise is simple - there are five specific actions that can 
be performed during an incident. Execution of the action is 
performed by active participants, including students, staff, 
teachers and first responders. The SRP is based on the 
following actions:  

 Hold - In your room or area, clear the halls 

 Secure -Get inside, lock outside doors 

 Lockdown - Locks, lights, out of sight 

 Evacuate - A location will be specified  

 Shelter - Followed by the hazard and the safety 
strategy  

On the Same Page. Everyone. 
The benefits of SRP become quickly apparent. By 
standardizing the vocabulary, all stakeholders can un-
derstand the response and status of the event. 
For students, this provides continuity of expectations 
and actions throughout their educational career. For 
teachers, this becomes a simpler process to train and 
drill. For communities, it leverages the growing adop-
tion of the protocols from residents of all ages. For first 
responders, the common vocabulary and protocols es-
tablish a greater predictability that persists through the 
duration of an incident. 
People easily understand the practices and can rein-
force the protocol. Additionally, this protocol enables 
rapid response determination when an unforeseen 
event occurs. 
Please watch as more information is released.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://iloveuguys.org/
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Frenchtown PTSA News  

 PTSA Fundraiser The PTSA Fall Fundraiser is 

all wrapped up for this year! Thanks to all the 
parents that helped their  kiddos get out there 
and sell! Orders should be in the week before 
Thanksgiving and will be delivered to  your 
child’s classroom.  

 PTSA 2021 Officer Elections Elections for 
2021-2022 school year were held on Tuesday, 
September 14th. Congratulations to our new 
officers: President – Amber Steffenson, Vice 
President – Cassidy Crosby, Treasurer – Chris-
tine Johnson, Secretary – Lauren Atkin. In addi-
tion to our new officers, we still need additional 
parent involvement. PTSA is a great way to 
meet other parents with the same questions and 
give support to the schools, administration 
members, and teachers. Time commitment is as 
much or as little as you’d like, please come out 
and volunteer to help make the Frenchtown 
PTSA great for everyone!  

 PTSA Fall Meeting The next PTSA meeting is 

Tuesday November 9th, 2021, at 4:30 pm at Old 
Bull Brewing in Frenchtown.  We have four 
meetings and four events every other month 
throughout the school year. Please come  and 
join us and support our kids and the local busi-
ness community.  

 AmazonSmile Program The PTSA is seeing a 

great return from our teachers, families and 
friends who have registered for our  Ama-
zonSmile program. If you have not, please take 
a moment to sign up for our schools to get credit 
for  your everyday shopping via Amazon. 
Please follow the instructions below to register 
so we can start  seeing the benefits of shopping 
online:  

1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your 
desktop or mobile phone browser.  

2. From your desktop, go to 
Your Account from the naviga-
tion at the top of any page, and 
then select the option to Change 
your Charity. Or, from your 
mobile browser, select Change 
your Charity from the options at 
the bottom of the page.  

3. Select a new charitable or-
ganization to support.  

4. Search for 5587 Frenchtown 
PTSA  

For more information about the Ama-
zonSmile program, go to  

http://smile.amazon.com/about 
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter 
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road 

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 
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and/or 

Box holder 

 


