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Inside this  issue: 

THE FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL BOARD CUTS SCHOOL 
DISTRICT TAXES WHEN SETTING THE 2021-2022 
SCHOOL BUDGET  
Every year in August, School Boards across the state set budgets 
for the pending fiscal year.  The fiscal year runs from July 1 to 
June 30.  When School Boards set their respective budgets for the 
upcoming fiscal year, they determine the budget of each district 
during the school year.  When the school board sets the budget for 
the school district, it establishes how much local taxpayers will 
pay to support the school district in which they reside. For the 
fifth year in a row the Frenchtown School Board has lowered the 
mill amount.  In 2020-2021 the mill amount was 354.69 mills and 
the board of trustees lowered the mills by 45.57 down to 306.12 
for the 2021-2022 school year. Please see the mill chart history 
below: 

There are a few contributing factors that lead to the setting of 
mills and ANB is one of those contributing factors.  ANB stands 
for “Annual Number Belonging” (student enrollment). ANB is 
calculated over the course of two child counts dates during the 
school year. Please see the Frenchtown ANB History below: 

The taxable value of the Frenchtown School District also plays a 
role in the number of mills a school district can ask for as well. 
The taxable value of Frenchtown hit a low a few years ago and is 
currently trending up over the last four years. The higher the taxa-
ble value the more taxes are able to be spread out over a broad 
spectrum thus easing the tax burden.  Please see the Frenchtown 
School District’s taxable value history below:  

It should be noted that the Frenchtown Board of Trustees voted to 
not run a mill levy at the March 2021 school board meeting to ask 
for additional operating funds for the 2021-2022 school year; 
hence, there was no operations levy request on the ballot in the 
May school election.  The Frenchtown School District has not 
received any additional school operation levies for fifteen years.  

 
ENROLLMENT 
Comparison of enrollment over the last several years. 

 
This is a snapshot of the FTSD enrollment numbers over the last 
several years.  Starting in 2019 the categories reflect what we are 
currently doing with four different grade level separations. These 
numbers are not our Annual Number Belonging (ANB), but the 
numbers we have to start the school year.  
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BUSING/TRANSPORTING STUDENTS BETWEEN 
CAMPUSES 
The administration and transportation department met on 
Tuesday, September 7th to brainstorm ideas to become more 
efficient between campuses. At this time, we hope that 
making small tweaks here and there result in improving the 
situation. We receive pictures of cars backed up, but then 
in the end, the loop does go pretty quickly…relatively 
speaking. Below are some bulleted items followed up with 
a letter to families.  

 Parents are starting to use the loop on Hamel Road 
that will congest a bus. Please refrain from using this 
access.  

 We have replaced 40% of our transportation staff.  

 We have new families 

 We have 300+ students in the middle school – finding 
a happy medium of not dropping them off too soon 
before school and also picking them up rather quickly 
when school is out.  

 Sibling drop-off/pickup 

 Additional students using the buses this year adds 
time to the loading and unloading.  

 Additional number of littles – growing numbers of 
Kindergartners and Early K’s. It takes time for them 
to learn the ropes and prepare to load and unload.  

 Additional students period. 

 We aren’t talking about big changes, but just a little 
tweak here and there will help quite a bit.  

 We have a call into the county about trying to paint a 
bus lane or a stop lane which will allow buses to turn 
left easily.  

 A note below from the Transportation Department 
 
Bronc Families, 
For our families using the pickup loop on the west end of 
the Elementary / Intermediate school campus, we’d like to 
ask everyone to not use Hamel Road.  This is our primary 
exit point for our school buses and there isn’t a lot of room 
for a line of cars AND school buses on Hamel.  Please stay 
on Main Street and do not attempt to make access to the 
school using Hamel.  I’d also like to encourage everyone to 
leave plenty of room at the intersection of Main Street and 
Hamel.  Again, our buses are very large and require plenty 
of room to make the left hand turn as we leave school.  A 
little help from everyone goes a long way as we work to 
get all students home safely and efficiently. 
Thank you and GO BRONCS! 

 
Frenchtown Transportation  

 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH – NO SCHOOL 
The Frenchtown School District will be participating in a 
training conducted by the “I Love You Guys Foundation” 
on Thursday, September 30th. This program is a Standard 
Response Protocol (SRP) program. This program is based 
on an all-hazards approach where staff will be trained in an 
Incident Command System (ICS) which utilizes clear and 
common language while allowing for flexibility in proto-
col. We are embarking on this system which will take time, 
devoted energy and training of staff, students, as well as 
parents and community.  September 30th is the first session 
in which the FTSD will experience. We have representa-
tives from Spokane, WA, Coeur D’Alene, ID, and area 
schools to attend this training. We are excited to host and 
look forward to preparing for hazards in hopes of never 

having to experience them. If interested in learning about 
the Foundation and its approach, the visit their website at 
iloveyouguys.org.  There is a reason behind the name.  I 
encourage you to take a look when you have a moment.  
OCTOBER 21-22 - NO SCHOOL 
October 21st and 22nd are the two days set aside at the state 
level for teachers to participate in the professional develop-
ment activities of their professional organizations.  These 
days are commonly referred to as MEA days (Montana 
Education Association). If by chance you see our teachers 
not attending these meetings it is because they have already 
attended professional development activities and earlier 
workshops to further enhance their abilities to reach stu-
dents.  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: OCTOBER 28TH  
The Frenchtown Community Coalition is bringing Steered 
Straight for the Frenchtown School District. Founder, Mi-
chael DeLeon educates youth on the dangers of drugs, 
pills, and vaping. He will address students in grades 6-12 
in the morning, staff in the afternoon, and will have a ses-
sion for parents and community in the evening.  You won’t 
want to miss this informative and engaging presentation. 
Each of us will learn something new. If you want to see 
more about what Steered Straight is about, then please 
check out their website steeredstraight.org. 
FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH APPLICATIONS 

We have the Free and Reduced Lunch applications availa-
ble in the district office, on our website, as well as at the 
individual buildings.  If you would like to complete the 
application process at any time during the school year, 
please call any of the offices and we will mail the applica-
tion out to you.  If you think your family might qualify, 
please complete the application and return it to school.  
Meals that are covered by free or reduced applications are 
paid at a higher rate by the government than what we 
charge for lunch and breakfast.  This helps to cover the 
added cost of providing lunch and breakfast to all of our 
students.  We are required by state and federal law to keep 
confidential the names of all students who meet these qual-
ifications, not even the classroom teacher knows if a child 
has qualified.  Only the administrators in charge of review-
ing the applications, the secretary and the lunch supervisor 
who enters the information into the system have 
knowledge of who has applied and who has qualified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 October 14th Early Out 

 October 28th Early Out 

 November 3rd and 4th Parent Teacher Confer         
ences 3:30 to 7:00 p.m.  
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Pictured L to R- Madie Moore, Brad Waln, Louis Reyn-
olds, Jolene O’Neal and Ryan Goris 

Ms. Moore-Science-Greetings! My name is Madie Moore 
and I am lucky enough to join the Frenchtown community 
as the new Science teacher. I was born in Spokane, WA but 
call Montana home with Billings-bred parents and a wide 
net of relatives throughout the state. I graduated from Uni-
versity of Portland with an Environmental Science degree 
and decided to take my first undertaking as a science teach-
er in Uganda, East Africa for a year and a half upon gradu-
ation. After arriving back on US soil, I long-term subbed in 
a Pre-K, 1st, and 3rd grade classroom back in Spokane. I 
itched to be outside and follow a more conservation-
oriented career which landed me in Bozeman, MT. I 
worked in running middle school and high school outdoor 
education programs for 5 years with the Montana Conser-
vation Corps in Bozeman and Helena, MT. Even though 
running chainsaws and digging new trails had my heart, I 
decided to go back to school to foster my passion of inspir-
ing youth. I graduated from University of Montana with a 
Masters of Education this last spring and am so excited to 
be a part of your community. I consider myself a profes-
sional dabbler in anything that allows me to be outside and 
a life-long learner, which leads to too many hobbies to list. 
I do hope to bring more of what makes this state so special 
into the classroom and be a part of this Bronc community!  

Mr. Waln- High School General English-Hello, my 
name is Brad Waln. I was born and raised in Havre, Mon-
tana but I graduated from Sentinel High School in 2001. 
After high school, I went to school at the University of 
Montana.  While taking a break from college, I became a 
police officer and that was my career for 9 years.  I then 
went back to school and earned a degree in Elementary 
Education and Special Education from Western Governors 
University. I have spent the past 3 years teaching at 
Frenchtown Intermediate and Frenchtown Middle School. I 
am married and have three kids in the Frenchtown School 
District.  In my spare time, I enjoy coaching youth sports, 
traveling, and any sort of outdoor activity. I am extremely 
excited to be a part of the High School community! Go 
Broncs! 

Mr. Reynolds- Industrial Education-Hello. My name is 
Louis Reynolds. I was raised on a small ranch outside of 
Twin Bridges, MT. I graduated from Twin Bridges High 
School in…. After high school I attended Western Mon-
tana College and thought about going into Elementary 
Education. After my second year of school and an explora-
tory field that took me to a real classroom for a week, I 
decided elementary 

education was NOT for me. (Hats off to you elementary 
teachers). I chose to take a different route in life from the 
Twin Bridges norm and attended film School at Montana 
State University. After Film School I worked on a couple 
of projects in Livingston and Bozeman which then helped 
me get to Los Angeles, CA. I was a property master assis-
tant on a commercial, a production assistant/video assist 
assistant on the film 8mm and I was a camera loader for the 
film Deterrence. I came back to Montana after two years 
and worked for a friend on his ranch, bought 30 head of 
cattle and worked for my brother-in-law on his fencing 
business. Soon after, I met my wife who happened to be a 
teacher. I later went back to school at The University of 
Montana Western and earned a degree in Industrial Arts. I 
taught Industrial Arts and was the Head Track and Field 
coach at Twin Bridges High School for the last 16 years. 
My wife and I have a daughter who is 16 and a son who is 
14. My family decided to make a change in life so I 
stepped out of my position at Twin Bridges and we moved 
to Missoula, not really knowing what direction would 
come next. The Industrial Arts position opened up at 
Frenchtown and I knew I would be a fool not to at least 
apply for the position. So, hello Frenchtown! I’m looking 
forward to a fun and productive year. Thank you Mr. Grif-
fin, Mr. Haynes, Mr. Meyer and Mr. Duhame. Four pas-
sions of mine are my family, the ocean, the Dallas Cow-
boys and Rock and Roll music. Rock on! 

 

Ms. O’Neal- Family Consumer Science -Hello! My name 
is Jolene O'Neal, and I am teaching Family and Consumer 
Sciences. Our family is brand new to Montana (from Ore-
gon) and so happy to be here! My husband has relatives 
here in the Missoula area and we loved visiting, so eventu-
ally we decided this was the place for us and made the big 
move this past spring. I am originally from Portland, and 
attended Portland State University where I earned a Bache-
lor of Science in Arts & Letters, then a Master of Educa-
tion in Secondary English Language Arts. From there, I 
moved to North Eastern Oregon where I taught Language 
Arts for ten years, and ran the extra-curricular theater de-
partment for a few years. My biggest accomplishment was 
directing the musical State Fair. The last school I taught at 
was so small that the core teachers also taught all the elec-
tives, so over the years I had everything from a college 
speech class to dance, drama, anthropology, personal fi-
nance, and art history. The thing I really wanted to teach, 
though, was Family and Consumer Sciences. I love cook-
ing and crafting, so the opportunity to do those things all 
day makes this my dream job! Three facts about me are 
that I worked at Walt Disney World when I was 19, I love 
to make pickles, and I have a brother who lives in Germany 
which makes that my favorite place to visit! 

Mrs. Goris - Business-Hi, my name is Ryan Goris.  I was 
raised in Missoula and graduated from Missoula Big Sky a 
LONG time ago.  After high school I attended the Air 
Force Academy in Colorado Springs with a Bachelor of 
Science in Humanities and a minor in Philosophy.  I then 
went on to serve 5 years in the Air Force as a Personnel 
Officer (HR).  During this time I earned a Masters in Busi-
ness Organizational Management as well as a Masters in 
Secondary Education.  My husband and I are both teachers 
so after I left the Air Force, we began teaching for the De-
partment of Defense schools on overseas military bases.  
We were at Lakenheath, England; Yokosuka, Japan; Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba and Morón de la Frontera, Spain.  Dur-
ing this time I taught Honors Literature 10, English 10 and 

Algebra 1.  While we thoroughly enjoyed our almost 20 
years overseas, Montana is my home and we decided it was 
time to retire our passports and move back.  I love teaching 
and I am thrilled to be teaching business classes at French-
town High School!  When I am not at school, I enjoy 
spending time with my family.  I also love to travel and try 
new foods.  Go Broncs! 

Infinite Campus Access 

You can access your stu-
dent’s grades and attend-
ance at any time via the 
Frenchtown School Dis-
trict website (ftsd.org). 
The link to the Infinite 
Campus Parent/Student 
portal site is located on 
the top of the home page as well as the main page of the 
High School. Click on the link and then enter your I.D. and 
password to see a current grade report. If you do not have a 
copy of the access codes please call the high school office. 
Grades are updated at least one time per week. If you have 
a question or a concern regarding a grade please contact the 
teacher.  E-mail is the most effective way to communi-
cate with our teachers as there are no phones in the 
classrooms. All email addresses are available on our 
website. It’s important to be involved! 

Student Parking 
All students must park in the west parking lots. Students 

then must walk to the main high school entrance. Driving 

in front of the school buildings is not an option. This 

part of the campus driveway system is intended for school 

bus loading/unloading and is a one-way road.  

Parking in the Loop 

The loop in front of the high 
school needs to remain free and 
clear of all vehicles. This area 
is a designated fire lane and 
parking in the loop is prohib-
ited.  

 

School Busses 

Bussing information is found on the school district website: 
ftsd.org under the transportation heading. 

STUDENT BREAKFAST AND HOT LUNCH PRO-
GRAM BEGIN ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
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Graduation is currently scheduled for Sunday May 29th at 1 p.m.  

The start of the year has been busy with scheduling, new 
student registration, and post-secondary planning.  In the 
next few months we will be making contact with all seniors 
to discuss post-secondary planning.  Regardless of where 
students are in the process of planning, we hope to offer 
information and assistance to help them meet their goals. 
In quarter three, 9th and 10th graders will be working through 
Montana Career Information systems occupational and 
career discovery activities.  We have information on the 
Counseling Department Website for free ACT/SAT test 
prep sites, scholarship applications and websites that allow 
easy college comparison options.   
We encourage all students to continually check and re-
check requirements for graduation, college admission, and 
scholarships.  
 Letters of Recommendation  
College Applications have already begun!  If the college to 
which you are applying requires a Letter of Recommenda-
tion, please give the teacher/counselor you are asking at 
least a 2 week notice and a current resume or brag sheet.  
Transcript Requests 
Official Transcripts can now be requested by reaching out 
to the high school counselors or the high school office.  
Students should provide the name and address of the recip-
ient when making a request. Unofficial transcripts can be 
viewed through the IC portal under reports.  
College Applications 
Many colleges and universities are utilizing the Common 
Application or Send Edu for their application process. This 
is convenient for students and recommenders because eve-
rything can be done on-line. Counselors will receive a 
request to provide information or a recommendation 
through email. Your student should check with their Coun-
selor to ensure they received the request. Your student also 
needs to provide their Counselor with a current resume 2 
weeks prior so that we can write a comprehensive letter of 
recommendation.  
College Application Week  
College Application Week is October 4th-8th this year.  
This is an event sponsored by OPI and Gear-Up to focus 
attention on college planning and increase college applica-
tions in Montana.  On October 5th and 6th students may 
leave class to come to the counseling center to apply.  All 
of the state’s 2 and 4 – year colleges will waive the appli-
cation fee during this week.   A special emphasis will be 
placed on assisting students who will be the first in their 
families to attend college and those who may not otherwise 

seriously consider applying to college.  During this week 
we will be setting aside time during the school day for 
students to work on future planning!  Whether students are 
going to go to college, join the military or join the work-
force, this week is a great time to start taking steps toward 
the future.   
FAFSA Completion Night, Monday, OCTOBER 11th 
from 5:30- 7:30 in the High School library. 
An informational letter will be mailed home to all senior 
families regarding what is needed to complete the FAFSA 
on this night.  Please join us.    
Suicide Prevention 
In these uncertain times it’s important for staff, students 
and parents to have conversations about mental health.  
Students in 9th and 10th grade will receive Signs of Suicide 
training with the counselors in health class this fall.   
The Suicide Prevention Lifeline website provides infor-
mation on risk factors and knowing the signs.  We encour-
age all parents to have a conversation with their children.  
Please check out their website at 
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/how-we-can-all-
prevent-suicide/. 
Testing Information 
ACT:  The ACT is a standardized test that most colleg-
es/universities require prior to admissions.     All juniors 
will test this spring in April during the school day free of 
charge. Stay tuned for further details.  
Anyone wishing to take the ACT during a Saturday test 
date should visit act.org to check dates, prices and to regis-
ter. 
PSAT: (for  freshmen/sophomores/juniors) Test date 
Oct. 13th.    Students should have already registered for this 
test. Only students who take the PSAT in their junior year 
can qualify for the National Merit Scholarship based on 
their PSAT test scores and how they compare nationwide. 
Juniors who receive free/reduced lunch qualify for fee 
waivers.  Freshmen and sophomores are encouraged to take 
the PSAT for practice.  
If you would like to take the SAT during a Saturday test 
date, please visit collegereadiness.collegeboard.org. 
Scholarships   
Please check the Class of 2022 Google Classroom for the 
scholarship page link. 
All scholarships currently available are on our Scholarship 
Google drive and it is updated regularly when new scholar-
ships are received.    
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G9d-
hZ4Jf6e0Epfxxm8le393sn69tWJqkh-
nluv7ojI8/edit?usp=sharing.                    

Virtual College Fair-Interested seniors will  attend the 
western region Montana Virtual College Fair from Septem-
ber 28th.  The fair features 65-95 colleges, universities, 
technical schools, military branches and other agencies 
from both in-state and out-of-state.  Students will receive a 
lot of college knowledge!  

NHS Tutoring-The National Honor Society tutoring pro-
gram has begun.  Tutors are available Monday -Wednesday 
from 3:35 - 4:30 in the high school library.  Tutors are also 
available Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 7:30 - 8:00 
in the high school commons.  Students may also request 
tutoring during their study hall.  Please email Mrs. Terzo, 
bethterzo@ftbroncs.org, with questions. 

 

Stay Informed 
Looking for a way to stay informed?  Parents and students 
can receive up to date information and reminders by join-
ing the counselor Google Classrooms.  Students can join 
via their ftbroncs email which will also give parents ac-
cess.  If you cannot access your Counseling Google Class-
room, please see us in the counseling center.   
The join codes for each class are: 
Class of 2025 - mhqp4to 
Class of 2024 - p622j4h 
Class of 2023 - q7mxcfw 
Class of 2022 - rjex43r 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I start my 9th year as an administrator at Frenchtown 
Schools and I am saying to myself this is year number 30 
as a teacher, coach, administrator in the state of Montana!  
Where has the time gone….it doesn’t feel like it has been 
30 years to me at all.  It has gone extremely fast and I am 
extremely thankful for my experiences in Lima, Hobson, 
St. Labre, Ronan, Twin Bridges, and Frenchtown Schools 
and communities.  My family is truly lucky to get the op-
portunity to live and work in the Frenchtown Community.  
My wife Amy (A.K.A Mrs. America), is a school counse-
lor, at Frenchtown Elementary, Henry is in 8th grade and 
Holden is in 2nd grade at Frenchtown Schools.  We enjoy 
Bobcat Football in the fall and chasing Henry and Holden 
around to all their athletic events!  Go Broncs!  I am com-
mitted to the staff, students, and community of Frenchtown 
and making our school the best in Montana! 

Aaron Griffin 
Middle School Principal 
Frenchtown Schools 
  

 

6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G9d-hZ4Jf6e0Epfxxm8le393sn69tWJqkhnluv7ojI8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G9d-hZ4Jf6e0Epfxxm8le393sn69tWJqkhnluv7ojI8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G9d-hZ4Jf6e0Epfxxm8le393sn69tWJqkhnluv7ojI8/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:bethterzo@ftbroncs.org
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Enrollment as of September 15, 2021 

 8th Grade:  129 

 7th Grade:  104  

 6th Grade:  107 Total:  340 
FMS welcomes over 40 new students for the 2021-2022 
school year! 

Middle School Students Enrolled in Extra-Curricular 
Sports (Fall 2021-2022) 

 Football:  53 

 Volleyball:  42 

 Cross Country:  23 

 Soccer:  13  Total:  131 
Sports Reminder: 

Facemasks will need to be worn by all spectators for vol-
leyball at Meadow Hill, CS Porter, Washington, Target 
Range, and Hellgate Middle School.  Please be respectful 
of other schools facemask policies. 

Information for the 2021 School Year --- 

 Next Frenchtown Middle School Newsletter:   
Will be on Thursday, September 23, 2021 

 Home Extra-Curricular Events: Middle School 
Students that attend home events after school need to 
come with a parent or guardian.  Students are ex-
pected to be in the stadium stands or gyms during the 
home events.  No skateboards, bikes, and scooters on 
school grounds at extra-curricular events.  At home 
football games students will not be allowed to hang 
out along the ditch bank on the west side of the foot-
ball field or hang in groups in the middle school 
practice area.  Thank-you for your help. 

 Covid Homework Requests-- 

  Parents of students who have tested positive or 
in quarantine please notify MS office/administration. 

 Mr. Griffin or Ms. Luth will notify the grade level 
teams of students estimated time out of 
school/collect school supplies needed. 

 Students need to email teachers for homework, ac-

cess to google classroom, and daily communica-
tion/questions using FTbroncs email account 

 Students who need to check out a “Chrome Book,” 
during these absences can do so through the 
FHS/MS Library --- It needs to be returned upon 
reentering school.  Students who do not have access 
to the internet should call the office for instructions 

 This is only for students that are out of school be-
cause of testing positive/being a close contact.  

 Water Bottles:  Have students bring their own water 
bottles – water fountains are open for student use but 
water bottles are encouraged. 

 Incoming 7th Grade Reminder: Montana State 
Law requires any child enrolled in a Montana public 
school must have the following immunizations be-
fore entering the 7th grade: ***1 dose of Tetanus, 
Diphtheria, and Pertussis (Tdap) booster before en-

tering 7th grade (Tdap is required to protect against 
whooping cough).  You will need to have your child 
immunized before the start of the 7th grade year. 
Please provide the office with documentation from 
the health provider of the booster and the date that it 
was given. You may FAX documentation to the 
middle school office at (406) 626-2654. Exemptions 
to this law for religious or medical reasons will re-
quire an exemption form signed by the 
parent/guardian and be notarized. 

 PTSA Fundraiser Starts:   On Monday, September 
27 and conclude on Friday, October 8, 2021 --- Stu-
dents are encouraged not to go door to door to sale 
items. 

 NO SCHOOL: For  Students on Thursday, Sep-
tember 30.  All FTSD employees will be in school 
safety presentations. 

Middle School Music 

6th Grade Band & Choir - During 7th Period (Advisory) 
Band = Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Choir – Tuesday, Thursday 
7th & 8th Grade Band & Choir   

1:00-1:35 for 8th Graders  

1:00-1:40 for 7th Graders 

A Days- Band Mr. Nelson   

B Days- Choir Mr. Sheerin 

High School Monday/8 Days- Off for now, but will be 
reserved for small group practice.  

MS Boys Basketball 

 Information regarding Middle School Boys Basket-
ball and try-outs will be posted at the beginning of 
October.  Try-Outs will most likely start on the week 
of Monday, October 18, 2021. 

 We are looking at home/away games with the fol-
lowing schools Hellgate Middle School, Polson, 
Florence, Stevensville, Corvallis, and Hamilton. 

 Coaches will be Tony Davis, Jim Tolman, Jess Gya-
pay, and TBA. 

 It is a $30.00 one-time only activity fee. 

 Game schedules will be out in early October for the 
2021-2022 season. 

Student Eligibility:  No Middle School student partici-
pating in middle school sports can being failing two or 
more classes.  Eligibility runs on a weekly basis at 
Frenchtown Middle School.  Expect more academic rigor 
as we start the third week of school next week for stu-
dents. 

The author of Next Level Teaching will be visiting with 
5th-8th graders on Thursday, October 14 in the morning 
and with 4-12 staff in the afternoon.   

 

 

 

 
 

Jonathan Alsheimer is the unorthodox, energetic, and 
entertaining middle school teacher who refuses to live a 
life of limitations and works with UFC Fighters, Celebri-
ties, and Clothing Brands. Jonathan often referred to as 
“my favorite teacher” by his students, is the author of 
“NEXT LEVEL TEACHING” soon to be released in 
2020. 
As a passionate educator and National Keynote Speaker, 
Jonathan Alsheimer will present on the limitless possibili-
ties of teachers as a driving force impacting an infectious 
classroom and school culture. NEXT LEVEL TEACH-
ING is about every teacher bringing their unique flair to 
better their school every single day, going the NEXT 
LEVEL engaging your students, establishing community 
partnerships, building powerful relationships, and always 
striving to be “That Teacher” that their students remem-
ber! 
Jonathan Alsheimer also speaks to students about over-
coming adversity, giving maximum effort, respecting 
each other and adults, and striving to make an impact on 
their schools in a session entitled “NEXT LEVEL IM-
PACT!” 
Jonathan, teaches at the world-renowned Fred Lynn Mid-
dle School, which was featured in two documentaries 
“Relentless” and “Relentless: Chasing Accreditation”, has 
been featured as the teacher who forged a partnership 
with UFC Fighter and light-weight contender Paul Felder 
to bring a message of never giving up, fighting for their 
education, and empowering the students to believe in 
themselves, all principles that Jonathan promotes in his 
classroom. 
Jonathan Alsheimer also partnered with Fear the Fighter, 
MMA clothing brand to establish a stop-bullying cam-
paign with “Relentless” Principal Hamish Brewer. Jona-
than Alsheimer didn’t stop there and established a formed 
a relationship with Chris “Drama” Pfaff, MTV reality star 
and CEO of Young and Reckless to bring clothing to his 
“students in need” and worked to build student leaders in 
his school. 
Source:www.premeirspeakers.com/jonathon-
alsheimer/bio  

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 Wednesday-Thursday, November 3-4, 2021 

 No School on Friday, November 5, 2021 

 PTC Conferences will be from 3:30 to 7:00 
each day. 

http://www.premeirspeakers.com/jonathon-alsheimer/bio
http://www.premeirspeakers.com/jonathon-alsheimer/bio
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New Things at Frenchtown Middle Schools 

New academic lounge area in 7th/8th grade commons, a new 
basketball court added to the playground area, and new 
grade level track record boards posted in the MS commons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science is Full of Hands on Learning and Real Life Ap-
plication 
5th Grade Science has been a blast this year and is full of 
hands-on experiments and activities. The attached pictures 
are just a few examples of how students are learning and 
applying their knowledge to projects within the school 
environment. Great job 5th graders!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Montana Natural History Center 
Kids in 5th grade have the opportunity to participate and 
work with the Natural History Center’s Visiting Naturalist 
in the Schools Program. These activities will range from 
activities that focus on stream and riverbank restoration, 
and the limiting/identifying of invasive plants in our eco-
system/area.  Our first classroom visits started in late Sep-
tember and Field Trips to Kelly Island, Fort Missoula and 
McClay Flats will occur in the month of October.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting to Know Each Other 
Often school can be tough at the start of the year, but one 
thing is certain. If you are able to gain understanding of 
your peers, relationships are easier to build on and main-
tain. Pictured below are, “The Best Part of Me”, “Yet”, and 
“Student Puzzle Pieces.” These projects help students to 
share and learn about each other in a safe positive environ-
ment.    
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Place Based Education and Hands on Learning 
5th Grade students take hands-on learning to the next level 
with some place based education. Getting out of the class-
room helps students to really apply scientific theory and 
process to their learning. Thanks 5th grade students for ex-
panding your learning outside of the classroom environ-
ment.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

  5th Grade Dining Center and 4th 
Grade Café 
With lots of picnic tables and flexible 
seating, the Intermediate School was 
able to set up an outside lunchroom 
for students in both 4th and 5th grade. 
When the weather is nice, Intermedi-

ate students get to eat outside with 
their classmates.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jimmy Casas Kicks Off the Year with Climate and 
Culture Talk at FTSD 
Teachers from 5 districts across the state had the oppor-
tunity to come to Frenchtown and learn from world re-
nowned author Jimmy Casas. Over two days Jimmy shared 
how to develop and build on your school climate and cul-
ture as well as shared personal experiences on how to reach 
kids and build relationships. Thank you to Bonner, Lolo, 
Arlee, St. Ignatius and Frenchtown Teachers for taking 
some time to learn with Jimmy Casas. 

First Aid and CPR 
Tammy did a great job teaching first aid and CPR to our 
staff that needed to be certified for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Nice job Tammy getting staff all trained for the up 
and coming school year. 

Frenchtown students in 4H did an amazing job of raising 
animals to show and sell at the Missoula County Fair.  

 

 

 

 

 

Counseling Corner with Sadie Forte  
                                                   
We are very excited to be using a 
program called Second Step this 
school year! With a holistic ap-
proach to social-emotional learn-
ing, Second Step helps build skills 
used for problem solving, dealing 
with peer pressure, and managing 
strong feelings. Just last week we 
practiced how and when to ask for 
help! I encourage you to discuss 
these lessons at home and ask your 
students to show you what they 
learn!  

If your student ever needs some extra help practicing these 
skills, I would be happy to schedule a time to meet with 
them.  

If you have any questions or concerns, or just want to chat 
about your student, please email or call me: 

sadieforte@ftbroncs.org 

406-626-2631 

I am so excited to get to know all of you throughout this 
school year!  

International Dot Day- 4th Grade 
Students in 4th grade did a reading activity that focused on, 
“Making Your Mark.” This was such a great way for kids 
to express themselves. Share a little and connect with each 
other over a common activity. Thank you 4th great teachers 
for helping each student shine their light.  

mailto:sadieforte@ftbroncs.org
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Frenchtown Families and Community, 
Hope this finds everyone doing well and enjoying the cool 
fall weather. The school year has started  off wonderfully, 
kids are excited to be back, teachers are guiding with great 
care, and all of you are supporting and helping us make 
this educational journey positive. Thank you for helping 
your child establish good routines, take personal responsi-
bility, and  have a can-do attitude.  

 Character:  How do you act when no one is look-
ing? 

 Attitude: How do you handle your  feelings and 
situations? 

 Never Quit: Have gr it, deter mination, and TRY-
ING even when it’s hard. 

Have a wonderful Fall. Please let us know if you need 
anything, we are here to support.  
Jodi Hall 
PK-3 Principal 
406-626-2620 

First Day of School Wednesday, August 25, 2021 
First day of school was a memorable day, 283 students 
entered the building with their parents saying goodbye at 
the school door.  Students were welcomed to the school by 
every adult in the building, ALL staff were willing to help 
the first couple of days to support kiddos finding their new 
classrooms and remember where to find certain places.  
Our current enrollment is 434 students. 
New Kindergarteners Monday, August 30, 2021 
Starting August 25-27 new students, parents, grandpar-
ents, aunts, and uncles had the opportunity to meet their 
new kindergarten teacher. Students were given a private 
tour of the classroom, parents asked questions, and teach-
ers had an opportunity to complete baseline screening. 
One hundred twenty four new kindergar ten faces were 
welcomed with an outside meet and greet with the teach-
ers and were dismissed into the building one classroom at 
a time, parents said good-bye at the outside kindergarten 
door. Parents who chose to stay met in the Intermediate 
Gym for a brief gathering about what to expect for the 
kindergarten year from parking, to academics, to day to 
day schedule. 
Early Kindergarten Tuesday, September 7, 2021 
A new adventure and opportunity for more families in our 
community began the week of August 30- September 3. 
Miss Shirey met with each family to allow them an oppor-
tunity to ask questions and understand the structure of EK. 
The students were able to play in the classroom with Mrs. 
Trump for informal observations.  The first days were 
exciting, we currently have all thirty-six seats full with 
four year olds who began their school journey at French-
town Elementary.  Miss Shirey has established develop-
mentally appropriate routines and expectations for these 
young learners. Already, Early Kindergarten has earned a 
pajama day for earning five class points. They earned this 
by using walking feet in the hallway, sitting appropriately 
at the carpet, cleaning up well after playtime and follow-
ing directions the first time. I’m so proud to be their teach-
er!  
Additionally, early kindergarten students are working on 
their fine motor skills and gross motor skills each day. 
Last week we focused on swinging, most students did not 
know how to swing independently at the beginning of the 
week, by Friday they had it down.  

School Theme RISE UP  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmHfo_3EGFA 

RISE UP  
Our K-5 theme this year is RISE UP!  We will RISE UP 

together to face fear, worry, bullying, and self-doubt.  We 
will RISE UP as a community and come together in kind-
ness and friendship.  Our K-5 students will launch this 
theme at our kick-off assembly on 28th at 2:00.  Our kids 
will show unity and community as we RISE UP against 
things that tear us down as individuals. The students will 
participate in a number of initiatives this school year that 
encourage our commitment to RISE UP when things get 
difficult.  We can't wait to kick this year off with our RISE 
UP assembly!  

 SOCK-tober 
SOCK-tober is the first of our events from the RISE UP 
initiative that will bring together our community and work 
toward a common goal.  We will begin our sock drive the 
week of September 27th.  During this initiative we are 
asking the students to RISE UP and support the families in 
our community that could benefit from  new socks.  We 
all like cozy, warm socks on our toes, and with winter 
coming, this initiative could not be more timely.  Our 
SOCK-tober event will ask those that would like to donate 
new socks to send them in with their student or drop off at 
the main office.  Our Student Ambassadors will help coor-
dinate this event.  Once our socks drive is complete, any 
remaining socks will be donated to the Poverello Center.  
Let's RISE UP Frenchtown and SOCK-IT-TO-'EM with 
our SOCK-tober Event!  
Thanks to the Frenchtown Ward and the Church of Latter 
Day Saints for their support of our local families. 
The Church of Latter Day Saints awarded the Frenchtown 
School District with a grant to support our families in need 
at Christmas time.  The grant money will be used to pur-
chase shelf stable food to assist families in need during the 
holidays. 

 

Mrs. Undem's sec-
ond grade students 
enjoying school.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmHfo_3EGFA
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 
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