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Agricultural Programs Aren’t 
What You think They Are

ennifer Crane and Melanie 
Morgan teach traditional 
agriculture education about 
farming, food, and natural 
resources to students 
in 6th-12th grade. What 

many may not know about today’s 
ag program in Dayton School District 
is that students are also learning 
about careers in technology, science, 
art, history, communications, and 
management…just to name a few.
Now, add in the traditional ag program 
that started with Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) instituted by well-
revered Marv Evers. Mr. Evers started 
the original charter in 1931, just after 
FFA was established nationwide in 

1928. Dayton’s Ag Program was cutting 
edge at the time and has grown from 
there.
The current program incorporates 
traditional ag education with new 
technology. This leads for opportunities 
and access for all students to join and 
learn what careers are out there for them.
“You don’t have to be a farmer or live on 
a farm to take an ag class,” states Dayton 
Ag teacher, Jennifer Crane.
Wine viticulture, the hop industry, social 
media, weather, and GPS technology 
are all growing industries that thrive in 
the ag industry and give students a new 
opportunity through ag education. Dayton 
high school students can earn credit 

through Career Tech classes as well as 
through the Walla Walla Community College.
Agricultural education is delivered through 
three interconnected components. 
Supervised Agricultural Experiences (SAE) 
usually take place outside of the classroom 
and are supervised by the instructor. 
Experiential learning can take the role 
as welding, wood shop, or art. These are 
combined with classroom instruction and 
FFA. 
Ms. Crane says, “The opportunity to grow 
leadership skills and see what opportunities 
are out there…opens the eyes of the 
students to many career opportunities.”
To learn more about Dayton’s ag program, 
contact the high school office at 509-382-
4775.

Winter  Winter  
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Winter sports season began November 15.  For the Dayton-
Waitsburg athletic combine, all boys and girls high school 
basketball practices and games will be held in Waitsburg during 
the months of November and December, and will be held in 
Dayton in January and February.
To ensure safe participation in athletics, the WIAA and 
Washington Department of Health (DOH) have required all 
schools to institute COVID screening protocols for unvaccinated 
athletes, coaches, trainers, and others who work with athletes in 
high-risk indoor sports. COVID testing must occur two times per 
week within 24 hours of all games for unvaccinated basketball 
players. Because Dayton-Waitsburg indoor cheer is not in the 

(continued on page 2)

Preparing for 
Winter Weather

s we head into the colder 
months, we want to 
prepare students and 
families for the possibility 
of both weather-related 
and COVID-related 
transitions in the school 

schedule and increase awareness of when 
and how communication will be provided if 
a change needs to be made.
The decision to close a classroom or a 
school building due to COVID continues 
to be made on a case-by-case basis. 
Our district will continue to follow the 
guidance of our local and state health 
departments. The Washington DOH “K-
12 COVID-19 Requirements” document 
outlines Responding to Cases or 
Suspected Cases of COVID-19 beginning 
on page 10. This publication can be 
found on both the DOH and the OSPI 

websites (www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/
Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-105-
K12Schools2021-2022.pdf).
In the event a Dayton class or building is 
required to close due to COVID exposure, 
teachers and principals are prepared 
with plans to switch to remote learning 
as needed. Teachers will communicate 
expectations with their students and 
parents/guardians, including checking 
Google Classroom, etc.  Regardless of 
whether a delay or closure is required 
due to COVID or inclement weather, our 
district’s announcements about operating 
status will be made:
   •  Through automated phone calls  
      (robocalls) and text messages
   •  On the home page of our district  
      website

   •  Through the Apptegy App
   •  On Facebook at www.facebook.com/ 
      DaytonSchoolDistrictDaytonWashington
If bad weather conditions, unusual building 
circumstances, or other unforeseen 
activities occur during the night or day, 
there will be an announcement sent out 
through the communication platforms listed 
above. If there are no announcements, 
assume school is operating as usual. In 
the event of a school closure or delayed 
start due to inclement weather, the district’s 
automated phone system will begin calling 
households by 6:30 a.m. For this purpose, 
it is important that your student’s school 
office has up-to-date contact information.



Athletics Update (continued from cover) Fruit and Vegetables in the Elementary
competitive category, our cheerleaders will 
have the option to participate in COVID 
testing or to wear a mask.  Fully vaccinated 
athletes do not have to participate in 
COVID testing. 
Athletic screening testing is mandatory for 
all Washington school districts.  Dayton and 
Waitsburg School Districts are working with 

the Columbia County Hospital to develop 
a testing protocol. Samples are collected 
via self-administered, shallow nasal swabs. 
All tests will be administered on-site at the 
school in which the student is enrolled. It 
is important to note that over-the-counter 
tests administered at home cannot be 
accepted by the school district. All medical 

information, including vaccination status, 
will remain confidential.
Due to the testing requirements, players 
will not be required to wear masks during 
play. We appreciate your understanding 
and patience and will continue to 
communicate updates as information 
becomes available.

ayton Elementary School has been 
awarded a Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 
Program (FFVP) USDA grant. During 
the 2020-2021 school year, our district 
sent the fruits and vegetables home 
with students. This school year we are 
planning to serve all of our elementary 

students in the classroom during the school day. 
Starting in October, a fresh fruit or vegetable snack 
will be provided for all K-5 students in the elementary 
school during the school day.  The goal of the FFVP 
is to:

•  Create healthier school environments by  
   providing healthier food choices

•   Expand the variety of fruits and vegetables  
    students experience
•   Increase students’ fruit and vegetable  
    consumption
•   Make a difference in students’ diets to impact  
    their present and future health

Throughout the course of the school year, your 
student will have the opportunity to try several new 
fruits and vegetables. If you have any concerns about 
allergies or other health related concerns, please 
contact Jana Eaton in the Food Services Department 
to discuss this. She can be reached at 509-382-2543 
or at janae@daytonsd.org. November:

•  16th – Family Math Game Night,  
   5:30-7:00 PM, Dayton Elementary School
•  17th – K-12 Early Release at 12:30 PM 
•  17th – School Board Meeting, 6:00 PM 
•  24th-26th – NO SCHOOL –  
   Thanksgiving Vacation
•  30th – Community Forum, 6:00-7:00 PM,  
   High School Auditorium

December:
•  2nd – Christmas Concert for K-5 and  
   6-12, 5:30-7:30 PM, location TBD
•  3rd – School Board Workshop, 6:00 PM
•  8th – K-12 Early Release at 12:30 PM
•  15th – School Board Meeting, 6:00 PM
•  17th – K-12 Early Release at 12:30 PM
•  20th-31st – NO SCHOOL – Christmas Break

January:
•  5th – School Board Workshop, 6:00 PM
•  17th – NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
•  19th – Semester 1 Ends
•  19th – School Board Meeting, 6:00 PM
•  25th – Community Forum, 6:00-7:00 PM,  
   High School Auditorium
•  26th – K-12 Early Release at 12:30 PM

Important Dates
February:

•  2nd – School Board Workshop
•  16th – K-12 Early Release at 12:30 PM
•  16th – School Board Meeting, 6:00 PM
•  18th – K-12 Early Release at 12:30 PM
•  21st-22nd – NO SCHOOL –  
   Presidents’ Day weekend

March:
•  2nd – School Board Worksho, 6:00 PM
•  3rd – NO SCHOOL - Snow Day (unless used previously  
   for a snow day)
•  16th – K-12 Early Release at 12:30 PM
•  16th – School Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
•  23rd – NO SCHOOL – K-12 Conferences
•  28th – Quarter Ends

Title I, Part A is a program designed to provide all children with 
a significant opportunity to receive a fair, equitable, and high-
quality education, and to close educational achievement gaps. 
This month there will be a family math game night at the 
elementary school. Please join us on Tuesday, November 16th 
from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
You can learn more about Dayton’s Title I program by viewing 
their latest newsletter, which is available on the district website 
or at www.smore.com/yudnh. Parent input and feedback is 
always welcome. If you have any suggestions regarding Title I, 
please contact Jami Rushing at jamir@daytonsd.org.

Title I

Would you like to make a difference in the life of a Dayton student? 
We’re looking for volunteers to to help with reading at the elementary 
school, tutoring at the middle/high school, and serving as a greeter 
at any of the schools. Whether you are saying, “Good morning!” to 
students as they enter the building from 8:00-8:15 AM, saying, “Have 
a great day!” as they leave from 3:00-3:15 PM each day, or offering 
academic support - you can make a difference!
Anyone interested in volunteering is encouraged to contact our school 
offices or our district office at 509-382-2543. Thank you!

Volunteers Needed
The following positions are open in the Dayton School 
District:

 � Long Term Sub for the Elementary Computer  
 Lab

 � Academic Specialist -Dayton Middle School  
 (GEAR UP Program)

 � Math Tutor - GEAR UP Program
 � Bus Drivers
 � Substitutes for:

• Teachers
• Paraprofessionals (teacher’s aides)
• Food service assistants
• Secretaries
• Bus drivers (training available)

For more information and application materials, please 
visit our website at daytonsd.org/page/employment, 
or contact the district office at 509-382-2543.

We’re Hiring

The role of a school district superintendent is to work with school 
leaders and families to meet the needs of our students, and with 
the school board to meet the district’s goals. Dayton School District 
Superintendent, Guy Strot, encourages parents, guardians, and 
other community members to reach out with questions, concerns, 
and feedback. If you are interested in meeting with Superintendent 
Strot, please do not hesitate to contact our district office to schedule 
a meeting or phone call.  Whether it is academics, district programs, 
policies and procedures, curriculum, facilities, or budgets - we are 
here to help!

Meet with the Superintendent


